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<>i:l  ALTERUM  IHCUSAT  PROBRI,    EUM    IFSUM  SB  INTUERI 
OPORTET.  PLAUT. 

^ND  IN  THE  REPROOF  OF  THIS  [Inquiry]  LIES  THE  JEST. 

POINS. 


^^. 


L  O  N  D  O  N^ 
PrinUd  for  THOMAS    EGERTON,  WhitehaB. 

1797- 


T  H  S 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

IF  Mr.  Malone,  in  his  zeal  for  dcjteiling  the  MifcellaneouM 
Paperiy  whic^  were  exhibited  as  Shakfpeare's ;  and 
^hich,  with  little  help  from  others,  had  already  dete£ted 
{bemfdves,  bad  written,  tnftead  of  hii  Inquiry,  a  pamphlet 
|n  plain  profey  ftating  his  objeftions,  without  irony,  and 
fubmitting  bis  documents,  without  fqofFs  ;  thereby  impugn- 
ing fraud,  without  afierting.  fiction,  and  convincing  op- 
ponents, without  roufing  adverfariejS ;  no  one  would  have 
anfwered  what  few  would  have  read;  fmce  a  cheat  ex- 
ploded is  a  cheat  no  more* 

But,  in  bis  high-blown  pride,  he  was  little  folicitous 
|o  diilemble  his  free  contempt  tor  thofe,  who,  for  a  time, 
thought  differently  from  him  on  difputable  points;  while 
tl)/ey  yirpre  jn^uenced  by  reafonings,  which  will  not  foon  be 
coofiited.  He  was,  by  thofe  motives,  induced  to  fcatter 
Jiis  wilful  ahufe^  with  a  ready  pen,  throughout  his  Inquiry^ 
again^  thofe,  whom  he  terms  ^^  partizahs  of  fraud," 
*f  ringleaders  of  impofition,''  "  hardened  offenders  ;'*  thus, 
turning  bis  pens  to  lances  \  and,  by  a  fcomful  rhimey  en- 
deavouring to  make  their  names  fixed  figures  for  the  time 
rf feorHy  to  pnnt  his  Jlow  unmoving  finger  at.  Amidd  this 
Umptft  of  provocation^  he  fent  them  a  roijling  challenge  to 
defend,  or  retrad,  their  opinions;  thinking,  doubtleis,  to 
^rike  amazement  to  their  drowfy  fpirits. 

The  Believers^  inde^,  felt,  that  extremity  is  the  trier  of 
^rits.    Neverthelefs ;  as  men  attacked,  they  merely  z€t  on 
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iv  Tite  advertisement. 

the  defcnfive,  in  making  this  Apology ;  as  Engliihmen,  Mvha 
had  received  nuny  a  blow,  they,  in  their  de^erate  turrij 
barely  fend  bac^k  his  arrows,  but  without  their  venom;  and 
as  fcholars,  antiquaries,  and  heralds,  they  only  ad  agree* 
ably  to  their  charter^  and  th^ir  cujlomary  rights^  when  they 
refill  the  tynuiny  of  a  Diftator  in  the  republic  of  lettexi  i 
without  vindicating  the  AUfcellaneous  Paper Sy  which  they 
acknowledge  to  be  fpurious :  yet  5  they  do  not  admit  Mr, 
Malone's  principle,  that  our  whole  Archa^oUgy  may  be  mif- 
reprefented,  for  the  purpofe  of  detefting  a  literary  fraud  ; 
nor,  do  they  allow,'  that  the  faid  republic  ought  to  be  in- 
vaded in  its  limits,  or  djfturbed  in  its  quiet,  by  his  dif- 
charge  of  this  inundation  of  miftempered  humour^  for  the  gra^. 
tiHcation  of  an  indifcreet  xeaL 

They  will  only  add  what  Johnfon  remarked  of  Hanmcr*: 

But,  I  MAY,   WITHOUT   INDECENCY,   OBSERVE,   THAT 

no  man  should  attempt  to  teach  what  he  has 
never  learned  himself, 

[Macbeth,  mdccxlv.] 

Postscript  : 

The  ftamp  iii  the  Title-page  Ihows  to  the  curious  ejae 
the  arms  tf  thi  RiVils :  and,  the  Tail-piece  c^\i\h\ts  to 
the  inquifitive  dramatift  the  feal  of  the  office  of  the  Revel^^ 
daring  the  reigns  of  five  fovereigns,  under  the  Kill^-* 
grbws* 
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BELIEVERS 

-      -    .  w        i  .  t 

'      0  1?    T  H  ^ 

S  H  A  K  S  P  E  A  R  E;  .  P  A  ip  E  R  S . 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  appear  at  the  bac 
of  this  critical  (a)  court ;  •  in  order  to  fhew 
cauie^  why  an  information  fhall  not  be  filed, 
by  the  public  accufer,  againft  the  believers 
of  the  papers,  which  have  been  attributed 
to  Shakfpeare,  for  having  committed  the 
aggravated  crimes  of  being  ^  the  credulous 
**  partizaAs  of  folly  and  {i)  impofturey*  of 
thinking  for  themfclves ;   and  judging  from 

(a)  See  the  S€lpon  ofthi  Poets^  in  the  State  Poera5|  1703> 
vol.  i.  p.  3to6. 

Apollo,  conccrn'd  to  fee  the  tranfgreffions. 
That  our  pauUry  fcribblers  daily  commit. 

Gave  orders  once  more  to  fummon  a  feffioni. 
Severely  to  punifh  the  abu(es  of  wit. 

(^)  Mai.  Inquiry,  366. 
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evidence.  I  am  not,  however,  inftrufted  by 
thofe  believers,  who  certified^  under  their 
hands,  the  genuinenefc'  of  tho'fe  Shakfpeari- 
ana :  Nor,  am  I  inftrufted  by  thofe  believers, 
who  retain  their  original  Belief  to  the  prefent 
day.  Such  being  tho  p^rfief  ;^  I  will  proceed, 
if  this  court  will  grant  me  its  indulgent  at- 
tention, and  favour  me  ^ith  its  accuftomed 
patience,  to  fhow  caufe  why  an  information 
fhould  not  be  filed  againft  thofe  believers^  who, 
claiming  the  right  of  fair  difcuflion,  and  of 
free  exemption  from  the  iuthqrity  of  a  dic- 
tator, within  the  republic  of  letters,  are  am^ 
bitious  of  appearing  in  this  enlightened  pre- 
fcnce,  without  being  deemed  ^*  fome  untu- 

tor'd  youths,,  unfkiilful  in  the  world's  falfe 

forgeries/' 

Thb    GENERa'l    ARGUMENT. 

Of  Shakspeare,  it  cannot  be  afTerted,  as 
of  conquerors,  in  every  period,  that  be  left  a 
name^  at  wbicb  the  world  grew  pale.  Shak* 
fpeare  w^^  the  delight  of  his  own  time  ;  and 
became  the  admiration  of  after-^ages.  He  was 
born  on  the  23d  of  April  1564,  a  day,  pro- 
pitious to  genius,  fortunate  for  our  ifland,  and 
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happy  for  mankind.  He  was  produced  in  the 
gay  feafbn  of  nature,  during  a  re(plendent 
reigni  of  genius  and  talents.  Nor,  did  6hak-« 
ipeare  conteft  the  palm  of  poetiy  with  "  piiny 
**  powers  :**  He  rofc  to  the  highcft  emi- 
nence, after  a  ftrenuous  competition  with  fomc 
of  the  greatcft  poets,  which  any  clime  liad 
produced,  in  any  age.  The  nation,  at  lengthy 
clainled  him  as  her  own.  And,  £ngli0imen, 
when  they  travelled  amongft  the  lettered  in- 
habitants of  the  Continent,  valued  themfelves^ 
and  were  valued  by  others,  as  the  countrymen 
of  Shakfpeare.  Whoever,  then,  offers  a  pur- 
pofed  difhonour  to  Shakfpeare,  commits  a 
national  offence.  And  he^  who  deiignedly 
publifhes  fpurious  papers,  as  the  real  produc- 
tions of  Shakfpeare,  does  him  real  difho- 
nour. I  am,  therefore,  ready  to  admit,  that 
the  partizans  of  fuch  "  folly  and  impof- 
ture,"  if  fuch  there  be,  ought  to  be  proceed- 
ed agaanft,  in  this  court,  as 

«    ..I  I.  againft  feats, 

^  So  critnefiil,  and  fb  capital  in  nature. 

Yet,  he,  who  affumes  the  charader  of  a 

public  accufer,  ought  not  to  commit  crimeful 

Jeats  himfclf.      From  him,  fairnefs   of  pro-^ 

ceeding,  whilfl  detefting  foulnefs,  and  candour 

of  reprefcntation,  whilfl  profecuting  impofi- 
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tion,  were  to  be  expofled  (^).  Of  all  others, 
he  ought  .not  to  accufe  thofe,  whpm  he  has 
himfelf  led  to ,  the  tranfgreffion :  He  ought 
not»  in  this^equitable  court,  to  take  advantage 
of  bis  own  wrongs  in  moving,  for  an  informa** 
tion  againft  them ;  who,  in  forming  their 
judgment^  of  the  authenticity  of  the  MifceU 
laneous  Papers^  which  \yere  offered  to  their 
tranficnt  infpedion,  as  the  genuine  writings^ 
of  Shakfpeare,  only  drew  a  fair  deduction 
from  the  previous  arguments  of  the  public 
accufer:  He  had  diligently  jQbown  (^)  that, 
in  the  archives  of  Shakfpeare's  defcen- 
dants,  fome  of  his  fragments  may  yet  be 
found;  and  from  this  information,  the  be^ 
lievers  inferred,  that  thefe  might  probably 
be  the  cxpedted  fragments :  The  public  ac- 

{c)  The  candour  of  Mr.  Malone  began  to  flumber  in  the 
fixth  page  of  his  Inquiry.  By  fupprefling  the  qualifying 
words  of  thePrefecer  to  the  "  Miscellaneous  Papers/' 
namely,  *«  As  for  as  he  has  been  ^ble  to  colleft  the  fenti- 
^  ments  of  the  before-mentioned  men  of  tafte,  antiquaries^ 
<<  and  heralds,"  the  public  accufer  has  given  that  qua* 
lified  aflertion  of  unanimity  an  untrue  direSion;  ^nd  thereby 
niifreprefented  the  Prefacer,  and  confequently  injured  the 
men  of  tafte,  antiquaries,  and  heralds,  whp  bad  infpeded  thtf 
papers,  and  had  delivered  their  fentiments,  with  a  greater,  or 
a  lefs,  degree  of  referve, 

{d)  Shakf.  Edit.  i790,vol.i/p.  41. 

cufcr 


AtfGtiMBKT.]       fir  ihi  BELIEVERS.  J 

cufcr  had  actually  publifhed  tb^  declaration  of 
faith  ofyohn  Sbakjpeare,  which  had  been  dif- 
•covered  in  the  hoiife  of  {e)  Shakfpeare;  and 
the  believers,  when  they  beheld  Sbakjpeares 
f^rf^Jfi^f^  of  faith  y  naturally  concluded  that, 
in  a  religious  .age,  a  pious*  poet  might  have 
followed  the  example  df  his  fathers.     Mr. 
Malone  ftill    (/)  infifts,    that  fragments  of 
Shakfpeare  may  even  now  be  found  ^  becaufe 
every  circumftance  about  that  illuftrious  poet 
has  been  difcovered,  either  by  the  efforts  of 
diligence,  or  by  the  accidents  of  chance :  Yet, 
he  feoffs  at  thofe  ^*  profound  fcholars,  anti- 
quaries, and  heralds,"  who  are  fo  credulous 
as  to  believe  upon  his  predifbions ;  and,  how- 
ever difappointed  by  his  declarations,  and  re^ 
tractions ; ' 
^  Yet  hopc^  would  SaavL  fubfcribe,  and  tempt  belief/ 
The  literary  world  had  iK>t  been  troubled 
with  the  feoffs  of  Mr,  Malone,  had  his  can- 
dour of  inquiry,  and  powers  of  ratiocination, 
been  equal  to  his  adlivity  of  refearch ;  becaufc 
he  would  have  fepn,  that  the  fadls,  which  he 
had,  with  diligence,  afcertained,  led  inquifitive 
men  to  infer  from,  them,  that  much  was  ftiU 

{e)  lb.  vol.  ii.  p.  298. 

(/)  Advertifemcnt,  annexed  to  his  Inquiry. 
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to  be  fotind^  with  regard  td  Sbakfpeare^  by 
iimilar  diUgence,  and  lucky  accidents.  The 
a^ive  editor  had  thus  fhewn^  that  Skak« 
ipeare  died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  on  the 
a^d  of  April  1616  ;  leaving  his  daughter 
Sufanna,  and  her  hufband^  Dodtor  John  HaU> 
his  executors:  Now,  the  will  demonftrates, 
that  he  died  pofTeiTed  of  baubles,  gewgaws, 
and  toys  to  mock  apes.  Dodtor  Hall  died, 
Dfl  the  25th  of  November  1635;  leaving  a 
lumcupativje  will,  whereby  he  bequeathed  his 
library,  and.manufcripts,  to  Thocaas  Nafli, 
who  had  married  his  daughter,  Elizabeth: 
Here,  then,  is  fufficient  proof,  that  Dodor 
Hall,  the  exipcutor  of  Shakfpeare,  left  a  library, 
and  maau&ripts,  behind  him.  Suianna,  the 
widow  of  Doiftor  Hall,  and  the  daughter  of 
Shakfpeare,  adminiftered  on  his  eftate,  and 
lived  to  the  nth  of  September  l6J^.g. 
Thomas  Na(h,  who  married  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  Dodlor  Hall,  died  on  the  4th  of 
April  1647,  without  ifliie,  by  the  grand*, 
daughter  of  Shakfpeare ;  but  appointed  her  his 
executrix,  and  refiduary  legatee.  After  marry- 
ing Sir  John  Barnard,  Elizabeth  Nafli  died  at 
Abington,  about  the  1 7  th  of  February  1 669-70, 
in  full  poiTefiion  o( Newplace,  her  grandfather's 

dwelling  j 


dwdih^;  dnd  lelt  her  kkfrnairr;  Edwird 
Baglcy,  fole  executor  of  her  wflh  Sir 
Johoy  who  ftems  net  to  have  been  very  proud 
of  the  honours  of  hxi  unfruitful  marriage  with 
Shakfpcare's  grand-daughter,  died  in  March 
167!  5  and  dying  without  a  will,  adminiftra- 
tion  was  granted  en  his  eftate  tlie  7th  of  No- 
vember 1674,  to  Henry  Gilbert  of  Locko, 
in  the  county  of  Derby,  who  had  married  his 
daughter  Efizabeth,  ty  a  former  marriage* 
In  this  fatisfadory  manner,  has  Mr.  Malone 
traced  down,  from  the  publFc  records,  the 
legal  tranfmiiTion  of  the  perfonal  property  of 
Shakfpeare's  defcendants,  including  his  books 
and  papers,  to  a  recent  period  (^)*  And  from 
this  accurate  hiftory,  he  reafonably  infers, 
that  amongft  the  defcendants  of  Bagley,  or 
of  Barnard,  fome  fragments  of  Shakfpearc 
may  even  yet  be  found,  if  curiofity  would 
prompt  diligence  to  fearch  the  repositories  of 
concealment.  Thus  fuccefsful  was  Mr*  Ma- 
lone, in  awakening  attention,  and  raifing 
hope.  When  the  believers  look  back  upon 
the  paft,  and  forward  to  the  future,  they  may 


(f  >  Vid.  Mai.  Shake  1790.  voL  L  p.  123-139,  in  the 
Nofi^  Gti  the  Life  of  Sbakfpearc. 
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obfervc,    with  Shakfpearc,  pa  thc:  fcbrc.  of 
cxpeded  fragments ;  ^  , 

«— Therift^i 

«  That  are  within  the  note  of  -expe^ation^ 

«  Already  are  i*  th*  court"  /  ^ 

From   the    appearance    of    Mr*  Malpne^ 
Shakfpeare,  in  1790,—-^ 

*'  —--Every  moment  was  expeSfancy  of  more  arrtixmce.^ 
In  faft,  difcoVery  fucceeded  difcovery,  with  the 
natural  re-produ<Sion  of  the  feafohs.  Every 
admirer  of  Shakfpeare  was  ambitigus  tp  pof- 
fefs  fomc  relick,  Mr,  Malone,  with  the  good 
fuccefs,  which  generally  attends  beft  endea* 
vours,  obtained  documents  enough  to  fill  a 
folio.  Meantime,  "a  painting  of  Shakfpeare 
was  fouri4;'  the  very  painting,  as  it  fcems, 
that  enabled  Droeihout  to  engrave  "  the  fi- 
**  gure  of  Shakfpeare,"  which  was  prefixed 
to  the  folio  editions  of  his  dramas  i  atid  of 
which  Ben  Jonfon  affirmed,  that,    . 

**    ■  '  '  the  graver  had  a  ftrife 

«  With  nature  to  outdo  the  life." 

The  oaken  board,  whereon  the  gentle  Shak- 
fpeare is  pourtrayedj  the  infcription  of  the 
poet's  name,  by  a  contemporaiy  Jiaiid ;  the 
correfponding  likenefs  between  the  original 
painting  and  the  exifting  print  of  Drbe/hout ; 
the  corroborating  evidence  of  Ben  Jonfon, 

who 
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who  had  compared  **  the  figure"  with  the 
man  ;  all  conoer  to  evince  the  genuinenefs  of 
this  ancient  painting.  Were  we  to  confidcr 
ibe  argument,  without  indulging  prcpoiTeflion, 
cm:  referring  to  connoifleurs,  the  authenticity 
would  be  readily  acknowledged  by  all  judges 
of  evidence,  except  indeed  by  thode,  ^  who  al* 
**  low  to  pqffibilities  the  influence  ofiads"  (A): 
Yet,  Mr.  Malone  pcrfeveres,  in  grappHng  t9 
ins  hearty  with  hooks  qfjieel,  **  the  unauthentic 
••  cated  purchafe  of  Mr.  Keck,  from  the 
**  dreffing-room  of  a  modem  adlrcfs:**  For, 
it  is  a  part  of  his  philofophy  to  alhw  topoffi-^ 
bilities  the  influence  oJfaSis. 

While  the  admirers  of  Shakfpeare  were 
worfliiping  the  God  of  their  idolatry,  in  CafUe- 
ilreet,  a  new  difcovery  of  Shakspeariana 
was  announced,  in  Norfolk-ftrcet.  Curiofity 
wa$  again  roufed  \  and  once  more  gratified^  in 
a  greater,  or  a  lefs,  proportion ;  as  zeal  was  fa- 
tisfied,  or  frigidity  warmed.  Whether  J^^/rf, 
and  Credulity,  be  coufins  in  the  firft,  or  fecond, 
degree,  muft  be  left  to  the  decifion  of  thofc 
critics,  "  who  have  read  Alexander  Rofs 
"  over."  It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  maintain* 
that  the  rational  believers  navigated  their 
northern  l^rk,  on  this  Argonautic  expedition, 

{b)  Sec  Mr.  Stecvcns's  Satisfaaory  Diflertation,  in  the 
European  Mag.  October  17949  &c. 

with 
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with  'icicnti£c  fkill;  fiittnhsng  the  Chai-ybdif 
(xf  credulity^  on  the  one  quartc%  and  the  Seylk 
ckT  fufpicioiii^  on  the  other. 

To  the  iiK|tiffiti\'c  fearchers  after  trufA^  the 
great  objedk  of  their  voyage^  there  were  pro* 
daced  title-deeds ;  written  affurances,  and  re* 
ceiji/ts ;  ktt&s  of  royal^  and  nobie,  perfonagei  i 
figftlture^  and  wricings^  of  Shakfpeare^  a^ 
tirith  other  documents,  engravings  of  dram^ 
tic  charad»rs.  In  wder  to  Satisfy  tbemifelves 
«f  the  authenticity  of  thoie  Shakfpeariana> 
jhcy  applied  to  them,  in  forming  their  jtidg-* 
ments,  the  iame  rales  of  evidence,  which  di« 
red  the  affairs  of  Kfe;  which  govern  in  the 
iKftribution  of  juftice ;  which  comfort  in  the 
ttomentous  concerns  of  religion*  In  theie 
iocereiling  ob}e<^6,  mankind  a£t  only  on  caU 
cuiations  of  frchabUtty ;  difregarding  pq^HJi^ 
ties.  From  the  never*  fsiiltng  recnrrence  of  the 
ieafbns,  men  naturally  expe£fc  the  ofual  fttcce£»- 
fion  of  the  fpring  to  the  winter,  of  fummer 
to  the  fpring,  of  autumn  to  the  fummer,  and 
of  winter  to  the  autumn,  attended  with  their 
Itappy  effects,  in  the accuftomcd  order:  Hence^ 
mankind  reafbnably :  expedt,  that  the  events^ 
which  ufually  happen,  will  probably  happen 
again  :  And^  as  recent  difcoveries  had  ihewn» 
that  fragnacnts  of  Shakfpeare,  haying  lately 
been  found,  were  likely  again  to  be  met  with, 

in 
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in  the  courfe  of  refcarch ;  the  inquirers  after 
truth  logically  inferred,  that  they  had  difco^ 
verrd^  in  thofe  SbakfpeaFiana,  the  objetEb  of 
ibeirfeafch;  believing,  with  Beattie,  **  that 
"  things  are,  as  our  fenfcs  reprefent  them"  (/% 
On  thefe  principles  of  common  fenfe,  which 
induce  us,  in  niattcrs  of  evidcnce>  to  truft  to  our 
hearing,  feeing,  touching,  tading,  and  fmell^ 
iog,  men,  women,  and  children,  a£t  in 
"  daily  life;*'  rcg%r6\ng probability  i^vd  difre- 
gfirding  pqffibility.  Never  was  any  man  pre- 
vented from  buying  a  houfe ;  becaufe  it  was 
objeifl^d,  that  it  would,  pojfibly^  fall ;  know- 
ings from  the  view  thereof,  that  it  would,  pr(^ 
babfyy  ftand,  during  the  intended  periqd  of  its 
duration.  Never  was  any  woman  flopped 
from  gadding,  in  queft  of  pleafure,  by  an  ob« 
jcdion  of  the  pojfibility  of  meeting  with  mis- 
fortune ;  becaufe  ihe  inferred,  from  the  ready 
calculation  of  probahilittes^  that,  having  al- 
ws^s  returned  fafe  from  fimilar  excuriions, 
ihe  fliould  again  return,  without  meeting  with 
misfortune.  Never  was  any  child  hindered 
from  play,  by  warnings  of  danger ;  becaufe 
he  knew,  from  the  probabilities  of  his  boyifh 
experience,  that  having  often  played,  without 
]Urro,  there  was  but  little  probability  of  harm* 

(/)  E%  on  Truth,  63. 

It 
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•It  is,  then;  from  this  probability^  the  refuk  of 
experience^  that  mankind  calculate,  with  intuit 
tivc  promp>titude,  the  probabilities  of  daily  life  • 
without  troubling  themfelves  with  the  pojjibi^ 
Sties  of  accidental  occurrences :  And,  there- 
lore,  the  fearchcrs  after  truth  cafculatcd  the 
probabilities  of  truth,  or  of  falfehood,  in  favour 
of  the  Shakfpeariana ;  knowing,  that  the  poffi-- 
bility  of  fraud  was  a  weak  objedlion,  whick 
.proceeded  cither  from  prepofleflion,  or  in- 
jlifference,  the  great  ohftrudlers  of  free  in- 
quiry* 

Oo  thofe  principles,  our  courts  of  jufticc 
adminifter  right  to  contending  parties.  The 
judges,  knowing,  that  controverfies  could  ne- 
yer  be  determined,  if  poJibUity  of  error  were 
admitted  as  an  objedkion  to  the  progrefs  of 
jufticc,  diftribute  law,  and  equity,  from  the 
probabilities  of  truth ;  and,  when  they  have 
obliged  the  complainants  to  produce  the  beft 
evidence,  which  the  nature  of  the  cafe  wiH 
acfanit,  and  which  is  in  the  power  of  the  party 
to  give,  proceed  to  a  decifion,  on  a  probable 
prefumption  of  right ;  being  warned  by  ex- 
perience, that  demonftratioii  feldom  attends 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  whatever  any  one 
may  fee,  with  jaundiced  eye,  or  apprehend^ 
from  perverted  underftanding.     This  was  the 

opinion 
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Opinion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Gilbert 
jhe  great,  mafter  of  the  law  of  evidence- 
though  the  public  accufer  has  mifreprefented 
his  fentknents,  by  fuppreffing.  his  context. 
With  the  leave  of  this  court,  I  will  tranfcribc 
into  the  note  the  whole  (>^)  paflage;  in  order  to 

do 

{i)  The  following  paiTage  is  tranfcribed  from  the  fouitli 
Edtdon  of  The  Law  rfEvidencf^  corrected,  p.  i.-r^5,    .    . 

«  The  firft  thing,"  iays  the  Chief  Baron  Gilbert,  « to 
**  be  treated  of,  is  the  evidence,  that  ought  to  be  offered  to 
«  the  jury,  and  by  what  rules  of  Probability  it  ought 
^  to  be  weighed,  and  confidefed.— In  the  firft  place,  it  has 
5*  been  confidered  by  a  very  learned  man  ^Mr.  Locke) 
f  that  there  arc  feveral  degrees,  from  perfeft  certainty  and 
^  demonftration,  quite  down  to  improbability,  and  unlike- 
^  lineis,  even  to  the  confines  of  impofEbility ;  and  there 
^  are  feveral  zSt&  of  the  mind  proportioned  to  thefe  de« 
**  grees  of  evidence,  which  may  be  called  the  degrees 
*^  of  aiTent,  from  full  aiTurance,  aiid  confidence,  quite 
«*  down  to  conjeflure,  doubt,  diftruft,  and  difbeliefc— 
**  Now,  what  Is  to  be  done,  in  all  trials  of  right,  i$* 
<*  to  range  all  matters  in  the  fcale  of  Probability;  (b 
^'  as  fb  lay  moft  weight,  where  the  caufe  ought  to  pre* 
^  ponderate;  and  thereby,  to  make  the  moft  exad  dtf- 
^  cemment,  that  can  be,  in  relation  to  the  right-^ 
**  Now,  to  come  to  the  true  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
«*  Probability,  it  is  neceffary  to  look  a  little  higher, 
^  ana  to  fee  what  certainty  is,  and  whence  it  arifes. 

<<  -«-All  certainty  is  a  clear  and  diftind  perception,  and 
^<  all  clear  and  diftin£t  perceptions  depend  upoA  a  man's 
**  own  proper  fenfes :  For,  this,  in  the  firft  place  is  cer- 
^  tain,  and  that,  wnich  we  cannot  dQubt  of,  if  we  would, 

«*that 


t4  A    A  P  O  L  O  G  Y      [Thb  6fl»RAi 

io  juftice  to  that  learned  judge ;  to  coii&te 
hk  opponent;    and  to  fupport    the   truths 

Thus 

*  that  one  perception,  or  Idea,  IS  notandthef;  that  one  mail 
^  is  not  another :  and,  when  perceptions  are  ihus  diftin- 
«  guUhed  on  the  firft  view,  ic  is  callol  felf  evidence,  or 
«  intuitive  knowledge.— -There  are  fome  other  things, 
^  whofe  agreement,  or  difference,  is  not  known  on  die 

*  view ;  and  then  we  ccHnpare  them  hy  the  means  of  fome 
tt  third  matter,  by -which  wc  come  t^  meafurt  their  agree* 
^  o^eQt,  dilagreemfinl^  or  relation.-r-As  if  the  queftiop  be> 
«  whether  certain  land  be  the  land  of  J,  S.  or  J.  N.  and 
«  a  record  be  produced,  whereby  the  land  appears  to  be 
«  tr^isferred  from  J.  S.  to  J.  N :  Now,  when  wd  fliew 
«^  any  fuch  third   perception,   and  that  doth  neceflkrily 
^^  infqr  the  relation  in  queilion,  this  is  called  knowledge  by 
<^  dertionftration.    The  way  of  knowledge  by  neceffary  in- 
<*  ference  is  certainly  the  higheft  arid  deareft  knowledge^ 
«<  that  mjuikind  is  capable  of  in  his  way  of  reafoning ;  and 
^  therefore,  always  to  be  (ought,  when  it  may  be  had.— « 
«'  Demonftration  is  generally  converfant  abjout  permanent 
^  things,  wljich  being  conftantly  obvious  to  our  fenfes,  do 
^  afibrd  to  them  a  very  clear,  and  diftin£t  comparifon  * 
^  But,  tranfient  things,  that  cannot  always  occur  to  our 
^  fi;nfes,  are  generally  more  obfcure ;  becaufe  they  have  no 
^  cooftant  being,  but  muft  be  retrieved  by  memory,  and 
*•  recolle£tion.— Now,  moft  of  the  buflnefs  of  civil  life 
^  fubfift$  on  the  a£lions  of  men,  that  are  tranfient  things  ^ 
^<  and  therefore  oftentimes  are  not  capable  of  ftri£t  demon* 
«*  ftration,  which,  as  I  £iid,  is  founded  on  the  view  of  our 
«•  fenfes ;  and  therefore,  the  rights  of  men  muft  he  determined 
«*  by  Probability.— Now,  as  all  demonftration  is  founded 
<*  on  the  view  of  a  man's  own  proper  fenfes,  by  a  gradation 
•*  of  clear  and  diftb<El  perceptions ;  fo  all  Probability 
^(  is  founded  upon  obfcure  and  indiflindt  views,  or  upon 

•*  report 


Tfaos-clear,  and  fatisfauftory  is  the.Lond  Chief 
Baron  GS^tt,  wiien  bis  opinion  is  quoted^ 
as  it  ought  to  he^  with  the  context^  which- 
tfskihits  to  the  eye^andJnipredcs  on  the  un« 
deiAanding,  a  very  diiSerent  train  of  reafon^ 

ing 

*  report  from  the  fight  of  others.— Now,  this,  iq^  the  firft 
•*  place  i§  very  plain,  that  when  we  cannot  hear,  or  fee,  any 
tt  diiilg  ourfelves,  and  yet  are  obliged  to  make  a  judgment 
H  of  it,  w&mM&fee  and  bear  by  report  fromxidiers ;  whidi 
*^  is  OBp  Aep  fifrtiier  from  d^enftratioa,  which  Is  fooadisd 
«<  upoj)  the  yiew  of  o\ir  fcjifes ',  and  y^t,  diere  is  that  faith 
«  and  credit  to  be^given  to  the  hon^y  and  injtegrity  of 
<'  credible  and  difinterefted  witnefies,  attefting^  any  hSt 
^  under  the  folemnities  and  obligations  of  j:elig^on,and  the. 
**  dangers  a^d  pen^d^  of  pegury,  that  the  fniad  eqiia}ly 

*  acqiuefces  therein,  as  on  a  kno^edge  by  demonftration : 
**  Fpr>  it  cannot  have  any  more  reafon  to  be  doubted  than  if 
^*  weourfelves  had  heard  and  feen  it:  And  thisis  the  original* 
^  of  trials,  and  all  mtftiner  of  evidence. — The  firft^ 
^  4KC$foi^f  ^d  mo^  fign^l  rule,  in  relation  to  evidence 
^  i&tfaiB,  that  a  man  muA  have  the  utmoft  evidence,  th|( 
^.nature  of  the  hSt  is  capable  of:  For,  the  defign  of  the 
^  bw  is  to  come  to  rigid  demonftration  in  matters  of  rights 
^  and  there  can  be  no  demonftration  of  a  fadt,  without  the 
^  beft^idcnc^  that  tl^e  natiuie  of  the  thing  is  capable  of: 
^  hek  evidence  doth  but  create  opinion  and  furmife,  and 
^  does  not  leave  a  man  the  entire  fatisfaflion,  that  arifes 
^  from  demonftration :  For,  if  it  be  plainly  feen  in  the  na« 
'^  ture  of  a  tnuifaftion,  that  there  is  feme  more  evidence, 
^  diat  doth  not  appear,  the  very  not  producing  it  is  a  pre- 
^  fumption  that,  it  would  have  ddledled  (bmething  more 
"  dian  appears  already ;  and  therefore  the  mind  does,  not 
«  acquiefcc  in  any  thing  lower  than  the  utmoft  evidence^ 
^  that  the  h&  is  capable  of.'' 
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ing  from  the.  wild  pofition  of  Mr.  Malone, 
which  evaporates,  whca  truth  appears  with 
*•  the  facred  radiance  of  thq  fun/* 

Mifapprchending  thus,  the  chief  Baron's. 
real  fentiments,  the  public  accufer  would  in- 
culcate, that,  when  any  new-found  writings 
of  a  dead  poet  are  offered  to  our  view,  no- 
thing  fliort  of  rigid  demonjlration  ought  to' 
fatisjEy  us  of  their  real  authenticity.     But,  he, 
difcovers  little  philofophy,  and  Icfs  candour, 
when  he  catches  at  kn  exaggerated  expreffion 
of  the  learned  judge,  which  cannot  be  de- 
fended in  its  whole  extent.     Every  one,  who 
has  attended  to  the  workings  of  his  own 
mind,  or  liftened  to  the  voice  of  daily  expe-* 
rience,  muft  clearly  perceive,  that  rigid  de- 
monftration  can  only  be  found  in  the  higher, 
Iciences.     The  learned  judge. meant  nothing, 
more  by  his  ftrong  expreffion,  as  the  context 
ihows,  than  the  higheft  evidence,  which  the' 
nature   of  different  cafes    can    fairly  afford. 
The  evidence  of  the  fcnfes,  fubjeft  as  they- 
are  to  error,  from  natural  imperfeftions,  do 
not  furnifh  demonftrations  of  a  fadt  (/)  :  The, 

♦ 
(/)  We  all  remember  the  occurrence  of  a  late  ferjeant  at 
law^  who,  though  he  certainly  knew  the  rules  of  evidence, 
was  yet  (adiy  mifiaken  in  fuppofing,  that  the  fenies  furniih 
damnfiraitmy  with  regard  to  the  identity  of  a  robber. 

^  evidence 
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evidence  of  the  Jenfes  only  fupplies  the  under- 
ftanding  with  proofs  of  highprobabDity ;  with 
fuch  certainty,  as  produces  convidtion  [m). 
And,  the  courts  of  law  feldom  attain  to  a  more 
perfe<ft  degree  of  proof,  by  which  right  is  efti-^ 
mated,  and  Judice  adminiflered,  Such  was 
die  opinion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Gilbert, 
when  he  dated  **  What  is  to  be  done,  in  trials 
*^  of  right,  which  is  to  range  matters  in  the  fcale 
**  oi probability  I  fo  as  to  lay  moft  weight,  where 
**  the  caufe  ought  to  preponderate  (;^)t"  And, 
in  this  manner,  we  fee  this  great  judge,  and  the 
public  accufer,  ftand  oppofed  to  each  other, 
in  their  opipions  of  evidence  ;  while  the  be- 
Ifcvers  adted,  according  to  the  judgment  of 
the  chief  baron,  in  weighing  thp  Sh|^cfpegriilQ« 
*  in  the  fcale  of  probability. 

It  is,  however,  tnje,  as  Gilbert  taught, 
as  Blackdpne  repeated,  and  as  the  public  ac- 
cufer re-echoes,  that,  in  all  law  proceedings, 
the  bed  evidence,  which  the  natU|*Q  of  the 
cafe  admits  i  and  which  is  in  the  power  of 
the  party  to  give;  ought  to  bft  produced, 
when  it  is  required.  Now,  in  our  cafe,  fuch 
evidence  was  offered  to  the  examination  of 

(m)  See  Betttie's  Efliiy  on  Truth,  63-69. 
(«)  I^aw  of  Evidence,  p.  a» 

C  th» 
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the   fenfes :    Qriginati  wece  jproduced,     not 
copies  •,  ancient  documents,  purporting  to^be 
genuine  papers  ;  parchment  deeds,  with  their 
accuftomed  feals,  which,  when  they*  have  de- 
fied time  for  forty  years y  are  allpwed  to**  prove 
themfelves,  in  courts  of  law ;  to  be  fuch  proofs, 
as  require  no  additional  proofs  to  authenticate 
them  {o).     Legaf,  or  admiflible  evidence,  that 
is,  fuch  proofs,  as  would  be  admitted  in  foren- 
fic  proceedings,  were  exhibited  to  the  fenfes^ 
with  a  fair  appeal  to  the  convidion  of  the  be- 
holders, riad  there  been  an  iflue  joined,  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hail,  on  the  fignatures  of  Shalcfpeare-^ 
.and  Hen)ing'es,\  comparifon  of  hands  would 
"ifave  beet;i'adniitted  as  adequate  proof,  in  a  civii 
cdjcy  of  tlie  authenticity  of  their  writing:   For, 
id  ejl  certumf.  quod  cerium  reddi  pot'eji  ^  and  from 
"one  certainty,  another  may  be  {p)  deduced;  the 

(o)  Law.  of  Evidence,  p.  94*. 

,^  {p)  I  jM^prefeipiti  vrhen  the' genuine  deed  of  John  He- 
minges,  which  is  punted  by  Mr.  Malone  in  The  Inquiry^ 
p.  409,  was  produced  in  evidence;  when  there  was  pro- 

•^dticed,  at  the  fame  time, '  a  black-letter  pamplilct,  having 
the^  name- "John  Hfeminges'*  wHtten  at  the  cop  of  the 
title  page,  fo  like,  as  to  be  a  "^txl^di  fac  fimle\  and,  at 
the  bottom  ^  the  Ikme  p^ig^v  y*9A^  t^itten  the  nam^ 
«*  W".  Shakfpeare" :  On  the  back  of  the  title-page  was 
written :  *^  This  was  the  book  of  JbfiiB  Heminges>  which  he 

e   ."  **  gave 
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facjimiles  induce  a  prefumption;  tliit  thfe  tirfi 
doubted  fignature,  and  the  fuppoJfed*fignat6rc, 
were  written  by  the  fame  hand;  and  every 
prefumption  is  fevidencc  till  the  contrary  is 
made  apparent :  Now,  every  prefumption,  that 
remains  uncontefted,  hath  the  force  of  Evi- 
dence, faith  Lord' Chief  Baibn  (^)'Gllbert;  as 
light  proof,  on  one  fide,  Will  outweigh  de« 
feftive  proof,  on  the  other  fidfe.  Of  the 
fame  opinion  was  Wilkinsj  when  he  reafoned 
in  the  following  manner  :    *'  Things  of  fetrc- 

**  gave  unto  rae*-W».  Shakfpeare."  Now,  Kkd  there 
been  sn  iffue^  on  an  aSion  at  law,  whether  tl^e'were  the 
fignatures  of  Heminges,  and  of  ShaJcfpeare,  the  genuine  deed 
of  Heminges  would  have  been  given  in  evidence,  as  the 
certainty y  from  which  the  uncertainty  wouH  have  been  in- 
ferred: Here  is  legale  or  admiflible  proof}' *ihd  the  jury, 
who  bad  been  fworn  to  try  that  iflue,  according  to  tho  ivi^ 
dence  given  them,  muft  have  delivered  their  verdid  for  d^c 
genuinenefs  of  the  fignatures  of  Heminges,  and  Shaklpeare, 
on  the  black-letter  pamphlet  before  mientioned.  This  ex- 
ample proves  how  difEcult  it  )6  to  deteft  (bme  forgeries  by 
fair  difcufiion*  Firft ;  I  believe,  that  the  deed  of  I^eihftiges 
is  genuine:  Secondly;  I  believe,  that  the  fignature  of 
Heminges,  on  the  Jblack-letter  pamphlet,  was  copied  by 
the  pen  of  a  forger  from  the  real  fignature,  on  the  deed;  and 
that  the  fignatuf e  of  Shakfpeare  was  copied  by  the  fame  pen, 
from  fancy,  in  fome  meafure :  Yet ;  am  I  of  opinion,  that 
thefe  forgeries  cannot  be  deteAed  by  fair  difcuffion. 

(f}  Law  of  Evidence,  p.  53*4. 

C  2  ''  ral 


w  >fr    APOLOGY     [Tab  GeNERAx 

V  ral  kinds  may  admits  and  require^  feveral 
^*  Ibrts  of  proofs^  all  which  may  be  good  in 
'^  their  kind$:  And,  therefore,  nothing  caoi 
^*  be  more  irrationaU  than  for  a  man  to 
'*  doubt  of,  or  deny,  the  truth  of  any  thing) 
^  v^ecaufe  it  cannot  be  made  out  by  fucb 
^*  kind  of  proofs,  of  which  the  nature  of  fuch 
^  a  thing  is  not  capable."  [ 

Thefe  rcs^onings  apply  ftill  more  fprcibly 
to  religion,  thai>  to  law«  The  leading  artir 
cits  of  pur  £9ith  do  ^t  admit  of  rigid  denaon^h 
flration.  Rational  probability  is,  in  theie, 
fhfi,  ftrang^ft/proof,  which,can  be  givpn  to  in^ 
dttce  belief;  to  animate  our  hopes^;  or  t6 
excite  our  fears;  without  deluding  our  uni 
dcrilandings  with  the  fuggeftions  of  poJJibUit^^ 
or  entangling  our  convidiion  with  the  fpr 
ji^ifms  of  infidelity.  *'  A  bare  poiTibili^,''' 
<aith  Tillotfon,  ^*  that  a  thing  may  be,  or 
"  not  be,  is  no  juft  caufe  of  doubt,  whether 
^*  a  thing  be,  or  not/* 

Yet;  Mr.  Malone  reafons  very  differently; 
He  arowshimfclf  to  be  a  fturdy  Cartefian,  in 
his  philosophical  inquiries.  Like  a  true  idif? 
ciple,  he  begins  with  doubting :  He  doubts 
every  thing,  of  which  it  is  poilible  to  doubtv 
and  perfuades  himfelf,  that  every  thing*  is 
£ilfe,  which  can  po0ibly  be  conceived  to  be 
.  .;  doubtfuU 
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A>abtfiil  (r).  in  puifuance  of  fuch  principles, 
lie  will  not  {/)  aHow,  ^  that  thofe  ancient 
**  'manofcripts  can  be  entitled  even  to  an  ex-- 
**  aminatidn,"  till  he  has  been  told  the  tale 
of  their  difcovciy.  According  to  his  philofb- 
phy,  he  will  not  examine  any  of  the  qualities ' 
of  matter,  till  he  has  learned,  from  authority, 
how  it  was  produced.  He  will  not  trouble 
himfclf  about  "  the  great  globe  itfelf^  yea, 
^  and  all  which  it  inherit,*'  unlefs  he  be  in- 
formed, when,  where,  and  by  whom,  they 
were  created.  It  is  not,  then,  furpriiing, 
that  he  wiU  not  look  upon  a  manuifcript  til! 
he  has  been  told,  by  what  hand  it  was  written, 
and  on  what  occafion  ^  by  what  good  fortune 
it  was  preferved,  and  by  what  lucky  accident 
it  was  found.  If  Bodley,  and  Cotton,  Har« 
ley,  and  Sloane,  had  been  directed  by  his 
maxims,  how  many  manufcrrpts  would  have 
been  kept  from  our  fight ;  and  how  much 
knowledge  would  have  been  loft  to  the  world. 
The  truth  is,  which  is  ever  the  beft  e^cufe, 
as  a  Cartefian,  he  doubts  of  every  thing; 
except,  that  be  thinks ;  that  he  argues  more 
rationally — than  Tillotfon,  and  Wilfcins. 
The   public   accufcr  carries  his  Cartefian 

^t)  SccBcatticonTruth,2i8L        U)  ^^V^^^y'^S^ 
*  '  C  3  principles 
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principles  into  the  ufual  practice  of  the  courts 
erf  law.     Wer^  he  placed  in  the  chair  of  the: 
Chi?f  BwpPf  he  WQuld  nqt  admit,  as  evi- 
d^iiQc  in  itfelf^  ,m  ancient  deed^  though  k  had 
owt-ljv^4  ^^  .century,  without  witneffes  to. 
prqvp  fts  cr^atiph,  and  an  hiflorian  to  relate 
the  progrefe  of  its  tranfmiflipn.     He  would 
nof  jillaw,  in  ciyil  fuits,  comparifon  of  hands,, 
as   admiffible   evidence.      And,    in   criminal, 
caf^s,  he  would,  in  limine^  prefume  fraud,  as 
a  general  principle,  and  infer  guilt,  from  the 
firft  appeafance  of  the  party.     The  traufition 
is,  indeed,  natural,  .from  being  the  difciple  of 
Dps  Cartes,  to  become  a  believer  with  Berke- 
ley:    Fqr,  the  change  of  fcepticifm  is  eafy : 
From  (doubting  all  things,  it  was.  to  be  expeft- 
t4>  that  Mr.  Malone  would  deny  the  exiftcjiicc 
of  matter :  Hence  it  is,  by  a  confecutive  tran- 
fition,  that;  he  difregardjS  the  parchment,  thq 
^gs,  and  the  feals,  of  deec|s,  as  non-exiftcnt 
matter,  though  it  is  from  theie  adjuncts,  that 
other  judges  diftinguifh,  ^s  with  a  touch-ftone, 
the  feveral  documents  of  bufinefs,  and  clafs  into 
their  ufeful  varieties  the  common  ajfuranccs  of 
daily  life.     The  final  confeguences  of  fcepti- 
cifip,as  Beattie  has  fhown,  are,  to  puzzle  the 
underftanding,  and  to  harden  the  heart.     It  is 
from  thisfource  of  error,  that  the  public  accufcr 

confounds 
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confounds  the  external,  with  the  internal,  evi- 
dence ;  confidering  the  parchment,  and  the 
feals,  as  internal  evidence,  in  as  high  a  degree 
as  the  ftylc,  and  the '(/)  fcntiment ;  -and  con- 
founding, with  an  unpropitious  temper,*  the 
matter,  and  xh^fpirit :  Neither  the  labels,  nor 
the  feals,  the  faded '  inkj  nor'  the  difcoloured 
paper,  are  external'  evidence,  according  to  his 
juridical  code  (//).  Being  thus  entangled,  by 
his  fcepticifm,  in  a  maze  of  error,  he  infers 
himfel^  and  would  perfuade  the  reader  to  in- 
fer, that  the  binding  is  of  the  eflcncc  of  a 
book :  And,  • 

"  Puzzled  in  mazes,  and  perplexed  with  error,'* 
the  public  accufer  confounds  the  labours  of 
the  papef-maker,  and  printer,  of  the  book- 
binder, and  embelliflier,  with  tiie  poetic  fic- 
tion, the  appropriate  fentimentiand-the  ener- 
getic ftyle  of  Shakf^eare,  in  the  moft  elabo- 
rate of  his  dramas.  *  But,  fair  inquirers,  be- 
holding fccptidffe,  as  the  caufe,zx\A  perplexity 9 
as  the  conjequince,  may  well  cry  out  with 
Young ; 

"  Truth  ftrikes  each  point  with  native  force  of  mind, 
<«  While  puzzl'd  learrning  blunders  far  behind." 

The   other   concomitant ,  of  fcepticifm   is 
hardnefs  of  heart.*   The  neccilarjr  confequcncc 

(/)  Inquiry,  17.  («/)  Id. 

C  4  .of 
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of  this  evil  quality  is,  to  rcprefs  curiofity, 
which  is  natural  to  mankind  i  and  which  is 
the  fpring  of  foinc  profit  to  a  few,  and  the 
fource  o£  much  pleafurc  to  all. ,  We  can  now 
trace  the  caufc  to  its  true  origin,  why  Mr. 
Malone>  who  had  taken  fo  many  weary  fteps^ 
in  fearch  of  Shakfpeariana,  and  had  raifcd,  by 
his  laboursj  the  expectation  of  others,  made 
not  one  effort  to  fee  the  Mifcellaneaiu  Papers^ 
in  Norfolk- ftreet.  He  remained  in  Qgeen 
Ann  -  ftreet  -  Eaft,  fettered  with  do£lrine^ 
"  Which,  unto  fools,  faith  the  preacher,  is  as 
"  fetters  on  the  feet."  He  was  thus  content 
to  {jc)  learn,  with  furprifc,  indeed,  "  from  the 
f*  information  of  various  intelligent  perfons 
"  who  had  viewed  and  examined  the  fuppofed 
**  originals,  that  every  date  affixed  to  thefe  pa- 
'^  pers,  and  almoft  every  fad  mentioned  in 
*'  them,  were  alike  inconfiftent  with  the  hif- 
**  tory  of  the  time  and  with  all  the  ancient 
<*  documents  of  which  I  was  poflcflcd  (jf)/' 
In  this  reprefentation,  an  accurate  eye  may 
perceive,  what  Dryden  calls  *•  a  fophifticated 
"  truth  with  an  allay  of  lye  in  it.  With  this 
fophijiicated  truth,   however,  was  the  public 

(*)  Inquiry,  +. 

(y)  I  have  pointed  this  paflage,  as  it  is  pointed  by  the  great 
critic  himfelf  i  and,  indeed,  as  all  quotations  ought  to  be. 

accufer 
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accuier  content,  though  he  is  not  content  tp 
keep  it  to  himfelf.  He  comes,  wildly,  into 
this  enlightened  court,  to  maintain,  that  fe« 
cond-hand  evidence  is  as  good  as.  the  bed ; 
and  that  the  Dorics  6i  fopbijiicated  truth  are  z^ 
much  to  be  beHeved  as  the  informations  of 
the  fenfes.  His  fcepticifm  diidoins  the  old 
adage,  xh^X  feeing  is  helieving :  And,  hiicon-- 
tempt  feoffs  at  thofe  *  fcholars,  antiquaries, 
and  heralds,  who  formed  th6ir  belief,  a*  every 
invcftigation  ought  to  bp,  rather  from  the 
evidence  of  the  fenfes,  than  the  glqfs  x)f '  fo- 
phiftry.  From  this  view  of  his  theory,  and 
his  practice,  this  critical  court  may  fitly  apply 
to  the  public  accufcr,  who  avows  fdch  doc- 
trines, and  maintains  fuch  politions,  what 
Shakfpeare  faid  upon  another  occafion  : 
**  Cry  the  man  mercy,  love  him,  take  his  offer  5 
"  Foal  is  the  moft  foul  \  htingfoundtobe  afcojftr!'* 

If  thei^e  be  perfpicuity  in  method,  I  would 
illuftrate  the  darker  parts  of  this  interefting 
diiquifition,  by  dividing  the  itbry  of  the  Shak* 
fpeariana  iiito  thfee  periocis  i  '/Thti'  lift.  From 
the  difcovery,  in  Febraary,tb'^the'  publica- 
tion of  the  papers,  on  the  i4fch  of  December 
1795;  the  2d,  from  that  ejpoth  to  the  pfo- 
duftion  of  Mr.  Malone*s  Inquiry y  two  days 
before  the'  condemnation  tif  Vbrtigcm  j  aad 
the  3d,  from  that  period  to  the  prefcnt. 

I  ft.  During 
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lA.  Durirjg  the  firft  period,  it  will  be  found, 
that  the  advantage  of  argument  lay  wholly  on 
the  fide  of  the  believers.     They  carried  with 
them  the   probability,  which  Mr.  Malone's 
previous    inveftigatiohs    had   eflabliQied,  for 
proving  the    exiftence    of  fuch    documents. 
There   were   offered  to  their  infpedion,  as 
confirmjLtions^of  that  probability,  ancient  deeds, 
which  would  be  admitted  in  our  courts  of 
juftice,  as  proofs,  that   vindicate  their   own 
authenticity.  Written  documents  were  fliown, 
which,   by  comparifon   of  hands,,  might  be 
converted  into  legal  evidence.     The  variety, 
jind  number,  of  the  papers,  gave  additional 
authority  to  the  general  prefumption,  by  lef- 
fening  the  poffibility  of  fraud.  And,  collateral 
circumftances,    or    extrinfic    evidence,    were 
found,  to  add  ftrong  confirmations  to  the  pre- 
vious probability  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  frag- 
pxents.     Now,  the  Chief  Baron  Gilbert  will 
teach  the  public  accuf^r,  that  fome  proof  is 
pjore    iatisfiidtory   than  none;   that  a  weak 
prefumption  muft  be  allowed  a  j.uft  portion 
of  evidence,  till  it  is  overpowered  by  a  ftronger 
prefumption,   which  induces    a  new    belief;, 
that  objedions  of  poffibility  ought  not  to  be 
admitted,  in   argument,  againft  the  convic- 
tions of  probability  I   and  that  fufpicions  of 

fraud 
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fraud  cannot  be  allowed,  to  weigh  down  pre« 
fumptions  oi  fairnefs.  On  the  other  hand, 
what  had  Mr^.Malone,  during  the  firft  period, 
to  oppofe  tathefe  reafonings>and  to  thofe  fadls? 
He  had  an  indifference,  which  ftified  hi$  cu* 
riofity.,  He  was  indifferent  about  the  Shak- 
fpeariana  in  ^orfplk-ftreet ;  becaufe  he  had 
been  told,  by  travelkrs,  tales  "  of  antres  vaft, 
•*  and  delarts  idle :"  He  made  little  effort  to 
fee  them ;  fearing  left  his  infpedion  Ihould  au- 
thenticate them  ;  left  his  examination  fhould 
clear  the  dark,  and  confirm  the  doubtful :  So, 
he  reiblved  "  to  be  a  candle-holder,  and  look 
"  on  1"  threatening,  however,  to  accufe>  and 
preparing,  diligently,  to  crofs-examine,  when 
publication  fhould  furnifh  matted,  and  give 
him  a  pretence.  He  was  urged,  meanwhile, 
by  his  fcepticifm  to  contradid:  the  probabi- 
lity, which  he  had  taught  the  inquifitive 
world  to  entertain,  in  favour  of  the  difcovery 
of  the  fragments,  of  Shakfpeare,  either  from 
Bagley,  or  from  Barnard.  In  this  temper,  was 
he  carried  forward  by  bis  theory  tp  contend, 
during  the.  firft  period,  againft  Hooker,  that 
no  truth  can  contradiSl  any  truth. 

%.  Thus  decifive  was  the  general  argument^ 
in  fevour  dithe  Believers^  during  the  whole  of 

the 
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the  firft  period.  We  are  now  about  to  enter 
on  the  (econd  of  the  propofed  periods,  at  the 
ipoch  of  the  expelled  publication.  The  day 
came  at  tai!t»  which  relieved  the  public  aceuifer 
fromhis  cmbarrafsments,  when  the  MisC£L- 
lANEOus  Papers  were  fent  Into  the  co/d 
viorld,  from  Norfolk-flreet.  Contradidory 
tales  were  now  neither  heard,  nor  told,  by 
*'  flrenuous  partizans,*'  on  cither  fide.  iThe 
cavils  di  pojjibility^  which  Tillotfon  had  ex- 
ploded, as  inadmiflible,  in  argument,  vanifhcd 
into  air ;  into  fhin  air.  And,  the  various  ob- 
jedions,  which,  during  the  lirfl  period,  had 
excited  contempt  by  their  folly,  or  laughter 
by  their  levity,  were  difiniffed,  during  the  fe« 
cond  period,  to  ferve  a  fimilar  turn,  on  fotnc 
lefs  lucky  day : 

•c  Soon  to  that  ma(s  of  nonfenie  to  i:eCuni; 

^  Where  things  deftroyM  are  fwept  to  things  unborn.^ 

The  publication  of  the  Mifcellmeous  Papers 
was  extremely  favourable  both  to  the.  believer?^ 
and  to  the  unbelievers.  The  believers  we^  now 
furnifiied  with  the  means,  which*  they  wanted 
before,  of  carrying  their  general  reafonings  into 
minute  infpeftion :  And,  many  were  convinced, 
by  that  infpeftion,  and  believed  no  more.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  impugners  oithofe  papers^ 
who  would  not  infpeft  the  originals,  had  now 

an 
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an  opportunity  to  examine  the  copies,  which 
only  fupplied  a  fecpnd-rate  evidence.  Objec- 
tions of  a  new  iform,  and  of  a  very  diiFerent 
import,  were  at  length  framed,  by  very  dif- 
ferent minds,  and  urged,  with  very  different 
aims.  The  minor  critics  fuccciSvcly  appeared 
with  their  Letters,  their  Free  RefeBions,  and 
their  Familiar  Fer/es.  But,  the  world  waited 
with  anxious  fufpenfe,  for  the  appearance  of 
;thc  public  accufer  himfelf,  who,  for  many  a 
month,  with  threatening  tone,  had  avowed 
his  purpofe^  to  de(e£t  what  he  would  not 
fondeicend  to  infpea:— 
*'  —  All  eyes  dircfi  their  rajs 
^  Oh  bim,  iind  crowds  turn  coxcombs,  as  they  gaze.'* 

^"  He  now  (;^)  undertook,  without  examining 
the  original^,  "  to  prove,  from  i.  the  ortho- 
*•  graphy,  2.  the  phrafcology,  3.  the  dates 
**  given  or  declucible  by  inference,  and  4. 
*'  the  diffimilitude  of  the  hand-writjng,  that 
^  nota  fingle  paper  or  deed  in  this  extraordi- 
*''hary  vol\ime  was' written  or"  executed  by 
**  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  afcribcd  (^)/'  Yet, 
none  of.  thefe  propofitibns  could,  jn  any  degree, 

%    (?)  inquiry,  p,  22-3. 

{iC^^  I  qtiole  this  paflage,  pointed  as  it  is,  defignedly,  by  this 
foailer  of  criticffin,1n  order  to  (ho^  Ifis  accurate  knbvi4edge 
of  that  ufeful  branch  Qf  cjritical  fcience* , 

:r  -  have 
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have  been  eftabliflied  by  him,  who  was  con- 
tent with  fecondary  evidence,  after  calling  for 
rigid  demonftration,  if  thofe  papers  had  not 
been  publiflied  5  fince,  without  infpedion, 
there  could  bfe  no  examination.  The  publi- 
cation, then,  was  of  great  confequence  to  him, 
and  alfo  of  cffehtial  ufe  to'  the  world.  Arid, 
the  fubfcribers,  who  contributed  their  money, 
for  the  neceflary  expen'ce,  thereby  performed 
an  important  fervice  to  Shakspeare,  and  to 
Tritth.  Yet,  the  public  accufer  is  too'bufy 
with  his  project  of  detection  to  thank  the  ad- 
mirers of  Shakfpeare,  and  lovers  of  truth,  for 
their  liberality :  And,  as-  gentle  dulnefs  ever 
bves  a  joke y  he  is,  ever  and  anon,  breaking  his 
jefts  upon  their  folly ^  and  credulity^  in  afting 
without  his  confent,  and  believing  without  his 
inftrudion ;  though  without  accomplifliing 
his  jocund  purpofe  o^ Jetting  the  table  in  a  roar. 
Such  dulnefs,  and  fuch  jokes,  may,  pdrhaps, 
provoke  the  fubfcribers  to  exclaim,  with  Mar- 
fton(^): 

**  Tut,  tut,  a  toy  of  an  empty  brain, 

"  Some  fcurrill  jefts,  light  gewgaws,  firuidcfle,  v^ine/* 
Knowing,  however,  while  thus  occupied  with 
his  light  gewgaws,  that  the  pofitive  praife  of 
one,  may  refled  indireft  cenfure  on  many; 

(t)  In  the  Scourge  of  Villanie,  1599. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Malone  brings  his  twenty  years  friend. 
Lord  Charlemont,  on  the  ftage,  to  declare,  itt 
terfe  Englijh,  "  that  if  Lord  C,  had  known 
"  as  much  of  it  as  he  now  does,  he  would  not 
"  have  given  either  his  name  or  his  money  to 
"  the  publication  (r)/'  Nay  1  Give  his  name 
to  the  publication  !  Did  ever  any  nobleman 
before,  when  fubfcribing  his  charitable  guiriea 
to  a  fcribbler,  think  himfelf  anlwerable  for  the 
wit,  the  truth,  or  the  propriety,  of  the  book  ? 

«  Opinion  mounts  this  froth  unto  the  ikiesT; 

«  Which  judgements'  reafon  juftly  vilifies; 

«  For,  (fliametaiji^poet)  read Nbd,  behold! 

«  How  wittih  aMaifter's-hood  can  fcold  W)." 

3.  Thus  ^^h,  with  regard  to  the  feconi 
period.  We  arc  pow  to  enter  on. the  third  of 
the  propofed  periods,  from  the  epoch  of  tbt 
publication  to  the  prefent  day.  .  While  (he 
public  accufcr  was  thus  cafting  froth  againft 
the  winds  he  was  content  to  facrifice  the  graces 
of  candour,  to  relinquiih  the  praife  of  libera- 
lity, and  to  enfeeble  the  ftrength  of  concefliQa. 
He  might  have  conceded^  with  candour  and 
liberality,  to  the  fubfcribers,  the  moft  of 
whom,  during  this  third  period^  believed  as 
little  as  himfelf,  that  they  had  done  an  ufeful 

{c)  Inquiry,  p.  i. 

{d)  Marfton's  Satire;  Stultorum pkna funt  omnia. 

fervice 
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iervice  to  Shi^fpeare,  and  to  Jiis  Inquiry y  by 
contributing  to  the;  charges  of  the  publication, 
which  enaUed  the  world  to  fee,  and  him  to 
write;  and  which  changed  the  faith  of  more 
belieyers,  than  all  the  objedors,  in  profe,  or 
rhyme.  He  might  have  conceded  to  the  be^ 
lievers,  that  the  probability  was  in  favour  of 
the  ShakfpcM'iana,  on  the  firft  Jhatcb  of  Jight^ 
Aod^  without  departing  from  one  of  hi$  objec;^ 
tions,  he  might  have  acknowledged,  that  th^ 
general  argument,  concluded  in  favour  of  the 
believers^  for  the  authenticity  of  the  imputed 
papers.  After  all  thefe  coaceflions,  he  might 
have  argued,  had  he  been  a  logician,  diat  pro-* 
bability  muft  give  way  to  abfcrfutc  proof  ;*  and 
that  general  reafonings  muft  evani(h  before 
the  effulgence  of  fpecial  feds.  He  mighty 
with  a  good  grate,  have  told  the  believers; 
■•  I  will  admit  the  propriety,  and  the  truth, 
"  of  your  pofitions ;  yet,  will  I  demonftrate, 
^  that  youf  beltef  is  unfounded:"  and  he 
might  have-  ndw  thrown  in,  with  effe<%  his 
dates,  and  anaclm)nifm$,  his  orthographical  de- 
tedions,  and  theatrical  ftory,  his  comparifons  oi 
fignatures,  and  inferences  from  analogy.  But, 
by  delaying  the  publication  of  his  book  till  in* 
quiry  was  ufelefs ;  by  conceding  none  of  thefe 
pointy  to  the  Relievers ;  by  difregardipg  the 

ftrong 
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ilrong  prefumption  of  legal  evidence;  he  gave 
occafion  to  judicious  men^  v^ho  had  fludied 
tljc  queftion^  to  obfcrve,  that  the  believers, 
were  led  into  their  error,  hyfyjiem^  while  the 
inquirer  himfelf  is  only  right,  by  chance. 

Whilft  the  believers,  during  every  period  of 
the  inveftigation,  were  forming  their  judg« 
ments,  from  the  fatisfaftory  evidence,  which 
convince  mankind,  in  the  interefting  concerns 
of  legal  proceedings,  daily  life^  and  tl>eir  rcli.* 
gious^  faith  j  whilft  they  were  adopting  gene- 
ral opinions,  from  loofe  infpeftion;  whilft  they 
were  believing,  from  feeing  i  they  could  only 
mean  to  form  fuch  judgments,  to  adopt  fuch 
opinions,  and  to  entertain  fuch  belief,  until 
crofs-examination  ftiould  ihow,  in  the  Mifcel^ 
lanews  Papers^  inconfiftency,  and  anachronifmi 
until  fkiSs  (hould  prove  the  probability  of  fic- 
tion, and  the  poffibility  of  falfehoodj  until 
minute  infpe^tion  ihould  difpel  the  deceptions 
of  curfory  views  ;  and  until  the  refulgence  of 
truth  fhould  beam  through  the  clouds  of  error, 
which,  however  they  may  envelope  the  learned 
world,  for  a  while,  are  foon  difpelled  by  the 
gentle  gujis  of  accurate  criticifm*  Certainty, 
when  it  appears,  will  ever  be  recognized  by 
candour  :  And,  certainty  will  generally  be  the 
refult  of  iaveftigation>  when  inquiry  is  profecutir 

D  «d, 


34  if/f   APOLOGY    [Qubbn  Elizabeth  ; 

ed,   on  folid    principles,    with    diligent   rc- 
fbarch. 

Such  ii  the  preliminary  apology,  which 
the  beliftircrs  fubmit  to  this  critical  court,  be- 
fore they  attend  thz  public  accufer^  in  the  more 
minute  examination  of  the  Miscellaneous 
Paters,  which  have  been  attributed  to  Shak- 
fpeafe« 

$  11. 

'QUEEN   ELIZABETH;   and  her  LETTER. 

IN  making  the  firft  ftep  of  the  minute 
inquiry,  to  Confirm,  or  confute,  the  general 
argument,  on  the  interefting  fubjefls  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  arid  her  Letter,  we  are  at  once  ftruck 
With  an  obfervation,  which  has  already  oper- 
ated ^s  an  apology  ior  the  believers,  that  the 
dbjedions  made,  during  the  firft  period  of 
inveftigation,  have  been  relinquiflied,  as  in- 
defenfible,  during  the  laft.  To  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Letter,  it  was  conftantly  ob- 
j'eded,  that  being  a  princefs  of  a  lofty  chara(5ler, 
JJje  dtfdaincd  to  correfpond  with  much  greater 
meti^than  Sbakfpeare.  The  believers,  know- 
ing the  falfity  of  this  aflumption,  laughed  at 
the  fallacy  of  that  objedion.  Mr.  Malonc 
now  pafles  over  the  fiftion,  as  difcredi table, 
and  relinquiflies  the  argument,  as  indefenfible : 
And,  like  a  great  general,  he  covers  his  retreat 

from 
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from  ah  untenable  poft,  by  giving  a  high  pa- 
negyric on  the  pdblic  charadlcr  of  Elizabeth, 
which  no  one  will  difpute,  inftead  of  ex- 
.  hibiting  her  private  charafter,  which,  as  it  is 
Efficiently  known,  no  one  will  defend ;  being 
forced,  by  the  fadt,  to  give  as  a  trait  of  man- 
ners, ^*  a  proof  of  that  condcfcending  famili- 
"  arity  by  which  fhe  won  the  hearts  of  her 
*'  people  (a)r 

Thefcholars,  and  antiquaries,  and  heralds, 
who  are  the  objects  of  Mr.  Malone's  fcorn, 
knew  that,  in  rcfpeft  to.  Elizabeth's  more  re- 
tired life,  and  perfonal  habits.  Lord  Orford  had 
pourtrayed  (i)  her;  Mr.  Hume  had  defcribed 
(r)  her ;  and  Mr.  Whitaker  had  anatomifed 
her  (d).  The  believers  alfo  knew,  that 
Elizabeth  correfponded,  peffonally,  with  her 
fervants  at  home,  and  abroad ;  fending,  and 
receiving,  letters,  in  a  manner  quite  contrary 

to 

(a)  Inquiry,  108. 

(b)  In  the  Cat.  of  Royal,  and  Noble,  Authors  i  article, 

.  (c)  Hiftory,  vol.  V.  Note  KK.  p.  420—526. 
(d)  Vindication  of  M.  Q.  of  Scots,  2d  vol: — ^\  Eliza- 
^  beth  publifhed  the  letters  afcribed  to  Mary,  principally  to 
^  ruin  Mary's  charafter,  in  point  of  chaftity,  450 ;  yet^ 
^  Elizabeth  was  unchafte,  while  Mary  was  not,  450. 
^Elizabeth  pretended  to  live,  and  die,  a  virgin ;  yet,  had 
"  Lord  Leice{ter  for  her  paramour,  451-2-4  and  456.— 
*^  There  is  a  letter  of  Mary's  concerning  Elizabeth's  - 
*  amours,  456—470—489 — The  violent  part  of  Eliza- 
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to  the  pradice  of  the  prefent  times  (e) :  They 
knew,  moreover,  that  ihc  wrote  very  fami- 
liar letters  to  private  perfons ;  either  to  pro- 
motei  or  difcourage,  (/)  matrimony ;  to  con- 
dole with  favourites  on  the  lofs  of  parents, 
and  (g)  children  ;  to  inquire  after  the  health 
of  (h)  fervants  j  to  return  thanks  for  prefents 
to  (/)  paramours ;  or  to  interfere  in  the  do- 
meilic  affairs  of  individuals  (J).  There  are 
anecdotes  enough,  to  (hew  how  familiar 
Elizabeth  could  be,    in  gratification  of  her 

^  beth's  charauSer  in  private  live  is  illuftrated,  480*81- 
c*  482-3—489-90.  Her  immodefty,  500—516—519- 
*<  21.  She  was  a  great  fwearer,  408— 51 9,  Her  va- 
<<  nity>  491 — 98.  Niggardly  to  all,  but  to  paramours, 
**  and  flatterers,  507-8— 5 1 9.  She  had  an  ulcer  in  one  leg, 
*  484.  She  was  not  formed,  as  other  women  are,  501 -a. 
^  Her  general  chara&er  fumnned  up,  4 16- 17.  Vindicated) 
501-2. — See  the  Index,  article,  Elizabeth.** 

{e)  Forbes's  State  Papers,  every-where. 

(/)  Lodge's  llluftrations,  vol.  iii.  11— 16— 65— 69.— 
123-4-6-8. 

{g)  lb.  24  i  Cabala,  212 — Q^  Elizabeth's  letter  to  Lady 
Norrts  on  the  death  of  her  fon ;  which  begins :  *<  My  own 
*'  crow— Harm  not  yourfelf  for  bootlefs  help,'*  &c.'— Ful- 
ler's Worthies,  Oxf.  336.— and  fee  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Letters  in  Mai.  Inquiry,  1 12-1 3*1 4. 

{b)  Cat.  of  R.  ic  N.  Authors,  vol.  i.  132. 

(/)  Lodg.  Illuft*  vol.  ii.  154:  Thanks  for  prefents  to 
Letcofter.  ' 

(/)  Lodge-^vol.  ii.  10-^164— 119— 245-^vol.  iii.  S^l 
wherein  we  may  fee,  that  (he  took  part  with  Lady  Shrewf- 
bmy  againft  her  bu(band. 

ruling 
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ruling  pajfitm:  Whenever  the  Earl  of  Eflex 
put  on  a  fit  of  ficknefe,  "  not  a  day  pafTed/* 
fays  Lord  [k)  Orford,  "  without  the  Queen's 
***  fending  frequent  meffages  to  inquire  about 
*^  his  health  ;  and  once  went  fo  far,  as  to  fit 
•*  long  by  him,  and  order  his  broths  and 
^*  things.'*  When  on  the  verge  of  three-fcore- 
and-ten  (he  aAed  the  hoyden  of  fifteen.  In 
September  1 602,  "  the  young  Lady  of  Darby, 
•'  wearing  about  her  neck,  in  her  bofom,  a 
"  pidlure,  which  was  in  a  dainty  tablet,  the 
**  Queen  efpying  it,  aiked  what  fine  jewel 
**  that  was.  The  Lady  Darby  was  curious 
"  to  excufe  the  Ihewing  of  itt,  but  the  Queeji 
**  would  have  itt,  and  opening  itt,  and  fynd- 
"  ing  itt  to  be  Mr.,  Secretarye*s,  fnatcht  itt 
««  away,  and  tyed  itt  upon  her  fhoc,  and 
"  walked  long  w'  itt  there  5  and  then  fhc  took 
"  itt  thence,  and  pinned  itt  on  her  elbow, 
**  and  wore  it  fom  tyme  there  alfo;  which 
**  Mr.  Secretary  being  told  of,  made  thcfc 
"  verfes,  and  had  Hales  to  fing  them  in  his 
**  chamber.     Itt  was  told  her  Majefty,  that 

(i)  Cat.  of  Royal,  and  Noble,  Authors,  Yol.  i.  132. 
When  (he  heard,  that  Eflex  was  iU,  (he  fent  him  word,  with^ 
tears  in  her  eyes,  '^  that  if  (he  might  with  her  honour,  (he 
«  would  vifit  him."  lb.  136.  When  the  Vice  Chamber- 
lain Hatton  was  fick,  in  1573,  ^I'^^^^th  went  almoft  every 
day  to  fee  how  he  did.— Lodge's  Illuft.  vol.  ii«  |0i. 
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'*  Mr.  Secretary  had  rare  mufick,  and  fongs : 
*f  She  would  needs  hear  them ;  and  fo  this 
^'  dittay  was  foung  which  you  fee  firft 
**  written.  More  verfes  there  be  lykewyfc, 
"  whereof  foip,  or  all,  were  lykewyfe  foung, 
"  I  do  bcjdly  fend  thefe  verfes  to  your  lord- 
"  (hip,  which  I  would  not  do  to  any  eb» 
*^  for  I  hear  they  are  very  fecrett.  Some  of 
**  the  verfes  argew  that  he  repines  not  thoghe 
"  her  Majefty  pleafe  to  grace  others,  and  con- 
"  tents  himfelf  with  the  favour  he  hath  (/)." 

(/)  See    Lodge's    Ulaftrations,    vol.  iii.   136,    William 
Brown's  News-letter  to  the   Earl  of  Shrewfbury.    The 
young  Lady  of  Darby,  who  was  treated  in  that  nnanner,  was 
Elizabeth,  the  cldeft  daughter  of  Edward  Vere,  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford, and  the  wife  of  William  Earl  of  Darby :  It  was  Mr. 
Secretary  Cecil's  pifture,  which  gave  rife  to  that  flirtation 
in  Queen  Befs,  and  produced  the  fongs,  and  mufick  ;  to  her 
great  divertifement.     Happy  !   if  thofe  fongs  of  Mr.  Secre- 
tary could  be  retrieved,  though  it  would  require  proofs  of 
holy  writ  to  convince  Mr.  Malone  of  their  authenticity. 
The  art  of  that  profound  ftatefman  is  wonderful.     Being 
caught,  hanging    in    the    bofom   of  the  young  Countefs, 
by  Elizabeth,  and  being  informed  of  her  freak,  he  turned  the 
incidents  into  a  fong :  And,   while  he  amufed  the  Queen,  he 
took  care  to  difclaim  any  greater  pretenfions  to  power,  than 
what  he  derived  from  her  goodnefs.     We  fee,  in  the  midft 
of  this  joke^  the  opinion  of  that  moft  accompliftied  ftatcf- 
man,  who  was  then  prime  minifter,  with  regard  to  Eliza- 
beth's jealoufyy  perfonal,  and  political.      If  Mr.  Secretary 
Cecil  were  born,  in  1550,  he  was  not  ayouthy  in  i6c2. 

With 
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With  fuch  anecdotes  the  belieyers  were  per?- 
fe^ly  acquainted,  although  the  public  accufer 
feems  to  have  known  nothing  of  them:  And 
from  fuch  documents,  they  reafonably  inferred, 
that  Elizabeth  might  probably  condefcend  to 
Write  fuch  ^  letter  to  Shakfpeare;  whofc^jrrf- 
tye  ver/es  were,  no  dovibt,  written  with  his  beft 
pen,  in  his  gayeft  fancy,  on  the  cncomiaftic  to- 
picks  of  love,  and  marriage,  with  "  twenty  odd 
'*  conceited  true-love  knots." 

But,  Mr.  Malone  is  induced  by  his  fcepti* 
cifm  to  infift,  that  the  prettye  verfes  of  Shak- 
ipeare  never  exifted  i  becaufe  he  has  never 
fben  them;  and  he  is  incited  by  a  peculiar 
logic  to  argue,  that  whatfoever  does  not  appear 
to  him  has  never  exifted  on  earth.     Yet,  Mr, 
Secretary  Cecil's  fongs  on  Queen  Befs's  fro^ 
lick,  though  they  were  once  fung,  are  now 
fung  no  more.     And  the   fonnets  of  Shak*- 
fpeare,  which  inflamed  the  dcfire,  and  roufed 
the  gratitude  of  Elizabeth,  may  poffibly  exift' 
in  the  fame  caflcet  with  Cecil's  dittays^  though 
none  of  our  Cottons,  or  Harleys,  have  pre^- 
ferved  them,  and  none  of  our  Waldrons,  or 
Malones,  have  found  them.     Nor,  is  it  unac*- 
countable,  that  the  coUeftors  of  papers,  and 
the  critics  of  plays,  (hould  have  miffed  the 
prettye  verjes,  which  have  fince  been  found  : 
while  fcepticifm  was  ever-and-anon  crying  out 
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impqffibk^  curiofity  loft  her  common  incentives. 

The  fccnic  fcholiafts   may  charaftcriftically 

cry  out  with  Marcus : 

^  -—  O !  brother^  fpcak  with  poffibiUties^ 
^  And  do  not  break  into  thefe  deep  extremes.'^ 

If  we  might  thus  fpcak  with  pojfibilities^  it 
may  be  aflerted,  as  very  probable,  that  the 
fonnets  of  Shakfpeare,  which  touched  the 
ruffe,  that  touched  Queen  Befs's  chin,  may 
even  now  exift.  During  her  reign,  they  were 
handed  about  in  manufcript  [ni).  The  Curls  of 
ifiat  period  were  deterred  from  printing  them. 
Yet,  printed  they  were,  in  the  fubfequent 
reign.  Impojfibley  cries  Mr.  Malone  !  On  an- 
other occafion,  however,  he  fhows  the  pofli- 
bility,  though  he  expreffes  his  furprife,  that  the 
editors  have  not  always  difcriminated  the  fpuri- 
ous  from  the  genuine.  "  Though  near  a  cen- 
•*  tury  and  a  half  has  elapfed,"  fays  he,  **  fince 
^*  the  death  of  {n\  Shakfpeare,  it  is  fomewhat 
**  extraordinary,  that  none  of  his  various  edi- 
•*  tors  fliould  have  attempted  to  feparate  his 
**  genuine  poetical  compofitions  from  the  fpu- 
**  rious  performances  witii  which  they  have 
•*  been  fo  long  intermixed,  or  taken  the  trou- 
•*  bk  to  compare  them  with  the  earlieft  edi* 

(m)  Merc's  Wif$  Treafury^  1598,  p.  623, 

(fi)  Advertifement)  p.  iv.  to  his  SuppUnuniy  1780. 

**  tions/' 
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*'  tions."  But,  refcarch  was  long  fettered  by 
indifference.  At  length,  Theobald  undertook 
this  great  {0)  talk;  but  he  lived  not  to  perform 
it..  Happily  it  fell  into  the  abler  hands,  and 
under  the  deeper  difcernment,  of  Mr.  M alone. 
He  will  doubtlefs  feparate  the  genuine,  from 
thefpuriouscompofitionsof  Shakfpeare.  He  has 
attempted  (p)  this,  with  great  aftivity  of  pow- 
ers, and  greater  difcrimination  of  tafte.  He  will 
rertainly  difcover  the  prettye  verfes  of  Shak* 
fpeare:  Yet,  ftrange  to  tcUl  he  has  feen  them; 
he  has  criticifed  them;  but,  whatever  may  be 
the  keeAnefs  of  his  eye,  or  the  acutenefs  of  his 
criticifin,  he  has  not  difcerned  them,  though 
he  had  the  daily  help  of  able  coadjutors. 

But,  I  will  not  any  longer  abufe  the  patience 
of  this  court.  I  will  no  longer  conceal  the 
jfecret.  The  Jugrd  fonnets^  of  which  Meres 
fpoke,  in  (y)  1598,  and  which  were  firft 
printed  by  Thorpe,  in  1609,  are  ^t  prettye 
wrfes  of  boneytongu  d  Shakfpeare.  ImpoJJiblel 
cries  Mr.  Malone,  with  the  monotonous 
tongue  of  his  own  pretty  Poll{r).      I  will 

now 

[0)  Pre&ce  to  his  edition,  1740. 

{p)  In  his  Supplement,  1780. 

(y)  Wit's  Trcafury,  623. 

(r)  ScRjBLERus  hath  >vell  remarked,  that  thofe  expref- 
fions  oi pretty  PoUvmc  not  applied  ycftcrdayto  thcmimick 

bird, 
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now  maintain^  to  the  fatisfa(3:ion  of  this 
court,  I  truft,  that  the  Jugrd  fonnetSy  which 
l¥iere  haadpd  about,  before,  and  in,  the  year 
1598,  among  Shajcfpeare's  private  friends, 
were  the  very  verfes,  which  he  addrefTed  to 
Elizabeth  in  bis  ^ne  filed  {s)pbrqfe  i  that  the 
Sonnets  of  Shakfpeare  were  ajddreffed,  by 
hixn»  tp  Elizabeth,  although  I  do  not  mean  to 

bird,  as  Mr.  Malone  would  obje£l;  but,  are  as  old  as  the 
age  of  Shakfpeare ;  as  John  Taylor  the  water-poet  will  in* 
form  us,  epigram  31 ;  *<  A  Rope  for  Parratt :" 

«*  Why  doth  ^e  parrat  cry,  a  rope^  a  ropef 

*«  Becaufc  hee's  cag*d  in  prifon  out  of  hope. 

**  Why  doth  the  parrat  call  a  boate^  a  Uate? 

«  It  is  the  humour  of  his  idle  note. 

•«  O  pretty  Pall,  take  heed,  beware  the  cat; 

«  Let  Waterman  alone,  no  more  of  that: 

<*  Since  I  (b  idlely  heard  the  parrat  talk, 

*•  In  his  own  language,  I  lay,  walke^  knave^  walked* 
See  much  learning  on  this  curious  fubjeft  in  Grey*s  Hu- 
dibras,  vol.  i.  p.  61;  and  Warburton*s  Siiakfpeare,  vol.iii, 
p.  253.  It  is  remarkable,  that  neither  of  thofe  commenta-^ 
tors  fccms  to  have  known  of  the  water-poet^s  epigram  on 
fretty  Poll. 

(j)  **  To  Ais  pcrfon,  whoever  he  was,  [were]  one  hun^ 
**  dred  and  twenty  of  the  following  poems  are  addrcfled  j 
♦«  the  remaining  twenty-eight  are  addrefTed  to  a  lady,'*  fays 
Mr.  Malone:  "  Many  of  them  are  written  to  (how  the  pro- 
**  priety  of  marriage,"  adds  he;  "and  therefore  cannot  well 
"  be  fuppofed  to  be  addreffed  to  a  fchool-boy."  [Supple- 
ment 1780,  vol,  i.  p.  579].  My  pofltion  is,  that  the  fon*- 
nets  were  all  addrcfled  to  one  perfon. 

contend 
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contend  for  the  fpurious  performances  oi  book- 
fellers,  the  intermixtures  of  critics,  nor  the  in^ 
terpolations  of  Mr.  Malone  (/I.  In  order  to 
fee  this  curious  point,  in  its  true  light,  it  wilj 
be  neceflary  to  advert,  with  difcriminativc 
eye,  to  the  charader  of  Elizabeth,  and  to  the 
fituation  of  Shakfpeare. 

Elizabeth  was  born  in  1533;  and  was,  of 
courfe,  one-and- thirty  years  older  than  Shakr 
fpeare.  Being  bred  in  the  fchool  of  adver- 
fity,  ihe  acquired  early  habits  of  perfonal  ad- 
drefs ;  being  called  on  to  play  a  part,  during 
critical  times,  flie  learned  the  cunning,  which 
the  neceflity  of  circumfpedtion,  in  political 
revolutions,  always  teaches  ;  and  being,  in 
her  early  age,  without  hopes  of  future  great- 
nefs,   (he   indulged    in   the   natural  propen- 

(/)  Mr.  Malone  undertook  to  print  all  the  poems  of 
Shakfpeare,  except  his  Fenus  and  Adonis^  «*  faithfully  from 
«  the  original  copies  :*'  Yet,  has  he  thruft  in  the  PafJionaU 
Pilgrimy  which  was  Arft  publifbed,  in  1599,  between  Tht 
Somuti^  aiid  The  Lover's  Complaint\  which  were  both  printed 
together,  in  1609.  I  was  enabled  to  fee  this  aberration  from 
cditorfliip,  by  infpcfting  the  firjl  edition  of  The  Sonnets: 
Yet,  Mr,  Malone  wandered  into  the  path  of  error,  while  the 
right  road  of  duty  was  before  him.  See  his  Supplement^ 
1780,  vol.  i.  p.  58 1  i  and  p*  709,  for  the  publication  of 
the  Pajfionate  Pilgrim  in  1599;  ^"^  P*  739i  ^^^  ^^  print- 
ing of  the  Lover's  Complaint^  at  the  end  of  the  quarto  edition 
of  his  Sonnets,  in  1609. 

iities 
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fities  of  meaner  mortals  (u).  She  was  from  con- 
ftitution  amorous ;  but,  without  the  power  of 
enjoyment  {v) :  She  was  led  thus  to  cultivate 
all  the  arts,  and  to  acquire  all  the  accomplifh- 
ments,  which  make  women  irrcfiftible,  when 
they  prcferve  the  modefty  of  their  nature,  and 
ftudy  the  mild  graces  of  their  fex.  With  the 
nnderftanding  of  a  man,  and  the  knowledge  of 
a  fcholar,  (he  indulged  the  vanity  of  the  weak- 
eft  woman,  and  carried  her  paffion  for  praife, 
even  in  the  extremity  of  age,  beyond  the  limits, 
which  are  fcarcely  allowed  in  girls  :  And,  by 
cxpofing  this  weaknefs  to  the  world,  flie  became 
the  dupe  of  herownfcrvants,of  her  fubjeds,and 
alfo  of  foreigners,  who  all  knew  how  to  gain 
their  feveral  objedts,  by  gratifying  her  prevail- 
ing paflion.     How  did  fhe  rack  Melville^  the 

(u)  Catalogue  of  Royal,  and  Noble,  Authors,  art.  £liza» 
hth. 

{v)  For  her  youthful  amour  with  the  admiral  Seymour, 
fee  Lodge's  Illuftrat.  vol.  i.  112.  She  was  fo  pleafed  with 
her  entertainment,  in  September  1560,  at  Bafmg,  by  the  aiv- 
cient  marquis  of  Winchefter,  the  treafurer,  that  (be  faid 
gaily :  "  By  my  trouthe,  if  my  lord  treafurer  were  a  young 
•*  man,  I  could  fynde  in  my  hartc  to  have  him  to  my  hus- 
^  bande,  before  any  man  in  England/*     lb.  346;  and  Whit- 

aker'$VindicationofiMary.vol.ii.450— 456— 469— 500-^ 
j6— ai. 

aaibaffador 
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ambaflador  of  Mary  Queen  of  {w)  Scots,  to 
make  him  conf^fs,  that  fhe  was  handfomer,  a 
better  dancer,  and  a  better  mufician,  than  his 
miftrefs,  who  was  the  handfomeft,  and  mofl: 
accomplished  princefs,  in  Europe.  Moft  pf 
her  courtiers,  therefore,  feigned  affedtion,  and 
defire  towards  her;  addreffinghcr  in  the  ufual 
ftyle  of  gallantry.  By  fuch  artifices,  Leicefter, 
and  Eflex,  Raleigh,  and  Hatton  rofe  to  favour, 
and  acquired  eftates.  Raleigh,  having  fallen  in- 
to difgrace,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Ce- 
cil, for  the  fight  of  Elizabeth,  which  has  the 
following  expreflions  of  ridiculous  flattery  : — 
'*  I  that  was  wont  to  fee  her  riding  like  Alex- 
'*  ander,  hunting  like  Diana,  walking  like  Vc- 
^'  nus,  the  gentle  wind  blowing  her  fair  hair 
^  about  her  pure  cheeks,  like  a  nymph,  fome- 
"  times  fitting  in  the  ihade,  like  a  goddefs^ 
"  fometimes  finging  like  an  angel,  fometimes 
"  playing  like  Orpheus;  behold  the  fprrow 
'•  of  this  world !  once  amifs  hath  bereaved 
*'  me  of  all  (x)."  It  is  to  be  remarked,  fays 
Hume,  that  this  nymph,  Venus,  goddefs,  an- 
gel, was  then  about  fixty :  yet,  iomz  years  of- 
tetf  (he  allowed  the  fame  language  to  be  ufed 
to  her  (^).     In  15991  when  Elizabeth  was 

(w)  Catalogue  of  Royal,  and  Noble,  Audiors,  art.  Eli^ 
(/T)  MurdtDi  657,  (7)  Hiftory,  vol.  v.  S^l^ 

fixty-t 
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fiity-fijt,  John  Davis,  who  rofe  to  eminence, 
by  his  talents,  and  his  flattery,  dedicated 
his  fine  poem,  Nofce  teipfunij  to  her  : 

To  that  cleare  majcftie,  which  in  the  north. 

Doth  like  another  funne  in  glorie  rife, 

Which  ftandeth  fixed,  yet  fpreads  her  heavenly  worth, 

Loadftone  to  hearts,  and  loadftarre  to  all  eyes. 

Fair  foule,  fince  to  ihefaireft  bodie  knity 

*  You  give  fuch  lively  life,  fuch  quickening  power, 
Such  fweet  celeftial  influence  to  it. 

As  keeps  it  ftill  in  youths  immortal  flower. 

•  O  maAy,  many  yeares  may  you  remaine, 
A  happie  angel  to  this  happie  land : 

^  Long,  long,  may  you  on  earth  our  emprefle  reigne. 
Ere  you  in  heaven  a  glorious  angell  ftand; 
Stay  long  (fweet  fpirit)  ere  thou  to  heaven  depart, 
Which  mak'ft  each  place  a  heaven  wherein  thou  art. 
From  the  dedication  of  Davis,  the  tranfition 
is  cafy  to  the  fonnets  of  Shakfpcare,  who  had 
preceded  Davis,  in  his  flatteries,  and  celebrity. 
Poets  are  born,  not  made:  when  I  would  prove 
This  truth,  the  glad  remembrance  I  muft  love 
Of  never-dying  Shakfpeare,  who  alone 
Is  argument  enough  to  make  that  one, 
Shakfpeare  was  alfo  born  a  man,  in  1564. 

Him, 

*<  Fair  fancy  found,  and  bore  the  fmiling  babe 
"  To  a  clofe  cavern : 

"  Here,  as  with  honey  gathered  from  the  rock, 
*<  She  fed  the  little  prattler." 

Thus  jfound,  and  thtis  fed,  he  broke  loofe, 

ere  long,  from  his  confinement,  prompted  to 

cfcape,  no  doubt,  by  Cupid,  and  conduced,  in 

5  his 
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his  flight,  by  Hymen :  And  thus  ftimulated,- 
and  direftcd,  he  became  enamoured  of  Anne 
Hathaway,  who  was  eight  years  older  than 
himffelf,  and  married  her,  in  1 582,  when  he  <^'aS 
only  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  (he  made  him 
a  father  of  his  firft  child,  Sufa:nna,  at  the'  age 
of  nineteen  (z).  While  other  boys  are  only 
fnit'elling  at  fchool,  and  thinking  nothing  of 
life,  Shakfpeare  entered  the  world,  with  little 
but  his  love  to  make  him  happy,  and  little 
but  his  genius  to  prevent  the  intrufion  of 
mifery.  An  increafing  family,  and  preffing 
wants,  obliged  him  to  look,  beyond  the  limits 
of  Stratford,  for  fubfiftence,  and  for  fame  (a). 
He  felt,  doubtlefs,  emotions  of  genius,  and  he 
faw,  certainly,  perfons,  who  had  not  better 
pretenfions,  than  his  own,  rifing  to  eminence 
in  a  higher  fcene.     By  thefe  motives  was  he 

(z)  MaL  Shakfpeare,  1790,  vol.  i.  J05:  His  daughter 
Sufanna  was  baptized  May  26,  1583.  On  the  ad  of 
February,  1584-5,  were  baptifed  Samuel,  and  Judith,  the 
twin  iflue  of  this  marriage,  when  Shakfpeare  was  not  yet  of 
age.     lb.  172. 

(a)  The  father  of  Shakfpeare  fell  into  diftrefled  circum* 
ftances,  foon  after  his  marriage.  John  Shakfpeare,  who  had 
ferved  the  honourable  office  of  high  bailiff  of  Stratford,  in 
1569^  was  excufed  in  1579,  from  paying  a  week's  contribu- 
tion of  four'pence  to  the  town ;  and  was  removed  from  being 
analderman,  in  1586,  as  he  had  not  for  fome  years  attended 
the  common  halls*    [Mai.  Shakf.  vol,  i.  p.  103]. 

probably 
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probably  induced  to  remove  to  London,  in  the 
period,  between  the  years  1585,  and  1588  ^ 
chafed  from  his  home,  by  the  terriers  of  the 
lawi  for  debt,  rather  than  for  deer-ftealing,  or 
for  libelling.  He  may  have  received,  per- 
haps, an  introdudtion  to  the  theatre  from 
Robert  Green,  his  kinfman,  an  aftor,  of 
whom  "  none  were  of  greater  grace  at  the 
•^  courty  or  of  more  general  love  in  the  city  ;'* 
and  Shakfpeare,  certainly,  enjoyed  the  patron- 
age of  Lord  Southampton,  to  whom  was  de- 
dicated "  the  firft  heir  of  his  invention." 

Shakfpeare,  however,  foon  became  fcnfiblc 
of  the  impreffiouy  "  which  vulgar  fcandal 
«*  ftamp'd  upon  his  brow/'  His  gentle  na- 
ture was  ere  long  fubdued.  He  perceived, 
with  regret  that,  from  his  occupation^  his  name 
bad  received  a  brand.  He  deplored,  with  pun-» 
gency,  th^xfortune^ 

"  The  guilty  goddefs  of  his  harmful  deeds, 
•«  —  did  not  better  for  his  life  provide, 
^<  Than  public  means,  that  public  manners  breeds  {h) : 
And  in  this  iitterne/s  of  mifcry^  he  adopted  the 
refolution,  wherein  he  was,  no  doubt,  con- 
firmed by  Green,  his  townfman,  and  relation, 
to  addrefs  his  prettye  verfes  to  Elizabeth. 
It  may  be  pertinently  aflced,  was  Elizabeth 

(i)  Sonnet  91,  Malone  Sup*  670. 

a  princefs. 


a  princefsy  who  was  likely  to  receive  fuch 
verfes ;  was  ShakfpeiU^  a  poet,  who  was  like- 
ly to  write  fuch  verfes  ?  I  anfwcr  both  thcfc 
queftions,  pofitively,  in  the  affirmative.  We 
have  feen  her  natural  voluptaoufnefs ;  we 
have  beheld  her  pailion  for  praife ;  we  have 
obferved  her  great  minifters,  offering  her  the 
groifeft  flattery,  which  fhc  received,  as  her 
accuftooied  due.  We  know,  that  Mifter 
Speaker,  zndtJbe  boufe^  again  and  again  went  up, 
in  order  to  woe  her  to  {c)  wed  i  fhe  was 
courted  by  fubjefts  and  foreigners,  by  princes 
and  kings ;  ind,  at  the  age  of  forty,  (he  was 
addrefled  by  the  Duke  D'Alcn9on,  who  carac 
to  England,  in  {d)  1572,  "a  paffionate  pil- 
"  grim,"  to  oflFcr  his  vows  : 

•*  A  woman,  I  forfworet  but,  I  will  prove, 
•  Thou  being  a  goddefi,  \  forfwore  not  thee." 
Now>  Mi".  Malone  {e)  admits,  what  the  Son^ 
nets  demonftrate,  '*  that  many  of  them  were 
**  written  to  fhow  the  propriety  of  marriage.'* 
As  to  the  fecond  queflion ;  Shakfpeare  knew, 
perfed:ly,  the  real  character  of  Elizabeth, 
which  made  her  the  dupe  of  daily  folicitation ; 
he  iaw  how  many  men  of  lefs  genius,  and 

{c)  Lodge,  II.  vol.  ii.  p»  138. 

(i)  Sir  T.  Smidi's  life,  t47-«a59. 

[i)  Siji)p.  vol.  i.  p.  579» 

£  fewer 
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fewer  ptxsteniions,  thsLti  his' own,  bad  gained 
their  objefts,  «nd  rifen  to  gnattncfs^  by  grati- 
fying her  domineering  paflion  :  And,  thus-was. 
lie  induced  to  lend  her,  by  the  Lord  Cham-- 
bcriain,  no  doubt,  his  Jugr*d  JhnnetSy  coni- 
pofed  in  Jikd pbraje^  which  no  other  woman; 
than  Elizabeth,  w.ould  have  been  pleafed  to  re«- 
ceive,  and  no  other  poet,  than  Shakfpearei, 
could  eafiiy  have  written. 

Yet,  thofe  £u^  and  this  reafbning,  had  no 
influence  upon  Mr.  Malone's  mind.  Though 
he  cannot;  tell,  with  all  the  help  of  his  learned 
coadjutors,  to  whom  iht  Jugr'd  fonnets  were 
flkidrefled ;  yet,  he  is  pofitive  {^f)  that,  of  the 
whole  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty* four, 
there  were  addreiTed  to  a  man  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  twenty-eight  t^  a  lady ;  to 
Jhow  her  the  propriety  of  marriage.  Now  j 
Shakfpeare,  who  knew  his  own  purpofci  ex- 
prefsly  fays : — 

«*  Let  not  my  love  be  callM   idolatry ; 

**  Nor  my  beloved^  as  an  idol  (how ; 
^  Since  all  sJike  my  fongs,  aixl  praifes,  be» 

^  To  eNS^  of  oK£,  ftUi  fucli,  and  ever  (b  {£). 

'  -Thns,  in  the  arithmetic  of  Mr.  Malonc  om 
is,  by  a  ready  operation,  multiplied  into  twa  : 

(/)  Supp^.  v^.i-T),  579. 

(g)  Sonnet  105 — Mai.  Supp'.  vol.i.-p.  666. 

0  He 
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He  can  dhide^  Jplit  hairs,  zvAJUll  dhide^  it 
feexns.     The  hSt  is,  that  Shakfpeare  had  not 
leiiure  to  write  one  hundred  and  twenty  fuch 
fonnets  to  any  man ;  being  wholly  occupied  in 
providing  for  the  day,  "wbicb  was  pajjing  over 
him  5  that  the  poet  had  no  love,  but  a  teeming 
wife,  to  whoo)  he  was  ftrongly  attached,  by 
early  ties;  and  for  whom  he  could  hardly 
provide,  by  any  means  1  Add  to  thefe  circum- 
ftances,    that  in  another  fonnet,  Shakfpeare 
maintains  the  unity  of  his  objeS,  by  faying  to 
his  idol,  Elizabeth : 
**  Yocy  to  no  othirpafsj  my  vnfts  tend, 
^  Than  oiywr  graca,  ^ndy^ur  gifts,  to  tell  5 
^  And  more,  much  more,  than  in  my  verfe  can  fit, 
^  Your  own  glafs  (hows  you,  when  you  look  in  it  (/&)• 

Yet,  Mr.  Malone  is  not  convinced :  He  ftill 
objects,  that  many  more  of  the  fonnets  arc 
addrefled  to  a  male,  than  to  a  female  (/).  His 
objection  proves,  that  he  did  not  know,  that 
Elizabeth  was  often  conddered  as  a  man  :^» 

(i)  lb.  665. 

(i)  Mr.  Malone  oonfideis  it,  as  one  of  Ae  great  defeds 
0f  thefe  fixmets,  ^  the  majority  of  them  not  being  dilated 
^  to  a  female,  to  whom  alone  fuch  ardent  expreffions  of 
^  efteem  [love]  could  wiA  propriety  he  «ddJ?eflc4*'' 
[Supplem*.  vol.  i.  p.  685*] 

a  a  la 
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In  poetry;  Dfant  hails  her  ^s  a  (k)  Prince ; 
Spcnfer  paints  her  as  ^Prince  (/)  :  In  profe 
A  fcham  celebrates  her  as  a  {tn)  Prince  i  Bacon 
dcfcribcs  her  as  a  Prince^  unparalleled  among 
women  {ri).    Add  to  this,  that  there  was  much 

(/f )  In  Drant's  verfcs  prefcnted  to  the  Qijecn's  Majeflie, 
fccing  then  at  Cambridge,  for  the  name  of  his  degree  : 
**  A  ?rijic9i  cxu-aft  from  ha^tic  hoofe, 
«'  A  Prince  of  pompoufe  porte, 
"  Approcheth  here,  whofe  aacitoars> 
"  Triumphe  in  glories  forte. 
"  Cum  lofiie  pofts  cum, 
*«*  Strike  up  in  rcgall  rate, 
*•  To  pennes,  to  pennes,  purfue  the  chafe, 
*'   Ye  have  a  game  oflbte.  • 
[Drant's  fneduinabU  morale  that  is,  the  two  books  of 
Horace  his  fatyres—  Englyflied.     Printed  by  Marfh, 
■1566.] 
(/)  "  Moft  peerlefs  Prina,  moft  petrleCs  poetref^t 
<'  The  true  Pandora  of  all  heavenly  graces^ 
*' Divine  Eliza;  '  «       — ■ 

[The  Tears  of  the  Mufes*  Hughs-Edit.  vol.  5.  p.  1377 .] 
(>!»)"  It  is  your  fliame,  I  fpeakc  to  you  all,  you  yong  jende* 
«'  men  of  England,"  fays  Afcham,  "  that  anemayde  [Queea 
**  Elizabeth,  in  the  margin]  fliould  go  beyond  you  all  in  ex- 
*<  cellency  of  learning :  Amongeft  all  the  benefites  that.  God 
^  hath  bleiTed  me  withall,  I  count  this  the  greateft,  that  it 

V  pieafed  God  to  call  me,  to  be  one  pooce  minifter  in  (pt- 
^  ting  forward  thefe  excellent  giftes  of  learning,  in  thys  moft 

V  excellent  ^/w^."— [The  i>colenw/!/r,  1571.  p.  ai.] 

"  (")  "  Queqpe  JEjizabeth,  a  Princfy  that  if  Plutardi  were 
"  now  alive  to  write  lyves  by  pajfalleUs,  .would. trouble  him 
<*  to  hnd  for  her  a  paraiLll  among  women." 

[  Advancement  ^^f  Learning.    Ed.  1605,  p.  35.] 

darkncfs. 
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darkne(s,  and  confufion,  introduced  into  writ- 
ing, in  the  days  of  Shakfpeare,  by  the  fre* 
quent  ufc  of  the  mafculine  proftoun  bis  m- 
ftead  of  the  neuter  demonftrative,  it  (^).    But^ 
of  thefc  fonnets,  I   have  not  undertaken  to 
clear  the  obfcure,  to  reconcile  the  difcrepant, 
or  to  difentangle  the  knotty.     When  Shak- 
fpeare  draws  his  topics  of  praife  from  meta- 
phyfics,  he  is,  like  other  metaphyficians,  cold, 
dark,  and  unintelligible.    Happy !  had  John^ 
fon   criticifed  Shakfpeare,  as  a  metaphyfical 
ppet,  rather   than  Cowley,  or  Donne.     But, 
this  is  lefs  to  be  regretted,    conjidering  into 
wbofe  bands  tbe  tajk  was  to  fall: — In  iht folio 
life  of  our  illuftrious  dramatift,  Mr.  Malonc 
will,  no  doubt,  find  room   for  a   particular 
chapter,  in  which  '*  to  ear  fo  barren  a  land ;" 
barren,  becaufe  hitherto  uncultivated.     As  for 
me ;  it  is  fufficient,  that  I  maintain  my  great 
pofition,  that  the  fugr  d fonnets  were  addref- 
fed  by  Shakfpeare  to  Elizabeth,  whom  the 
greateft  philologifts,  and  philofophers,  of  her 

{o)  With  a  view   to  this  point,  read  the  firft  fonnet  of 
Shakipeare,  in  Mai.  Sup*,  vol.  i.  p.  581 : 
From  faireil  creatures  we  defirc  increafe. 
That,  thereby,  beauties  ro/e  might  never  die; 
Bat,  that  the  riper  (hould,  by  time  decreafe, 
iiis  [lis]  lender  heir  might  bear  h:s  [its]  memory. 

E  3  reign. 
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reigD»   ^MtcSkd  both  as    a  male,  and  fe- 
male. 

Knowing  the  pafflons  of  Elizabeth,    and 
willing  to  gratify  them,  Shakfpeare  opens  hia 
purpofe,  irt  his  firft  fonnet,  by  a  dire  A  ad- 
drcfs  to  the  great  objeft  of  his  flattery  : 
^  Tbou,'tlsft  art  now  the  world's  fircfh  ornament, 
\«*  And  only  birald  to  the  gaudy  Jpring. 

Whatever  naay  have  been  the  beauty,  or  ce- 
tebrity,  of  the  Warwickfhire  laffes,  in  that 
age,  I  doubt,  whether  the  prettieft  of  them 
could  properly  be  called  the  worlJ^ s  frejh  oma^ 
menty  and  only  beraid  to  the  gaudy  Jpring.  Our 
panegyrift  goes  on,  in  his  fecond  fonnet,  to 
praife  his  love,  as  the  heir  of  perpetual 
youth;  as  the  objeft  of  univerfal  admira- 
tion: 

**  When  forty  winters  (hall  befiege  thy  brow, 
*«  And  dig  deep  trenches  in  thy  beauties*  field, 
•*  Thy  youth's  proud  livery,  f$  ga^i  on  noWy 
«  Will  be  a  tattcr'd  weed  of  fmall  worth  held  {p). 

Queen  Elizabeth  was  certainly  forty,  in  the 

year  1573  *  ^^^  ^^^  probably  more  than  fifty, 

ip)  He  repeats  this  topic  of  flattery,  from  univerfal  ad* 
miration,  in  the  5th  fonnet : 

•*  The  lovely  gaze,  where  every  eye  doth  dwell." 
But,  no  Warwickfhire  girl  could  merit  the  praife,  nor  any 
Warwicklhire  poet  feign  this  univerfiJity  of  admiration, 
with  r^fpcd  to  a  local  beauty. 

at 
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at  the  epoch  of  this  panegyric :  But^  this  ob* 

jedlion,  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  does  not  flrike 

with  the  fame  fixce,  as  when  applied  tcf  other 

women  of  inferior  rank,  and  of  lefs  aiFefta- 

tion,  in  their  daily  habits.  At  the  age  of  fixty, 

Elizabeth  was  conunonly  addrefled  by  mi- 

nifters^  and  ambaifadors,  as  an  Angei,  as  ^  God^ 

defs  [q) :  Moreover,  lord  Orfwd  has  proved, 

that  Elizabeth  dawncedy  when  fhe  was  Jixty^ 

eight  I  and  from  this  circumftance,  he  rcafon- 

ably  inferred,  that  it  was  equally  natural  for 

her  to  be  in  love,  as  to  dawnce^  at  io  advanced 

an  age.  .  In  profecution  of  his  topic  of  praife, 

from  her  youth,  and  beauty,  Shakfpeare,  with 

great  addrcfs,  holds  up  to  her,  in  his  third 

fonnet,  a  rnirrour,  which  might  recal,  by  a 

retrofpeftive    image,   very    agreeable    fenfa- 

tions  :  — 

**  Tbdu  art  thy  mother* s  glafsy  and  fhe,  in  thce^ 
**  Calls  back  the  lovely  April  of  her  prime/' 

But,  it  was  in  his  feventh  fonnet,  that  he 
gave  to  her,  and  kft   to   us,  an  undoubt* 

{q)  When  (he  vn^ftxty-feven^  Veriken,  the  Duldvainr 
baflador,  told  her  at  his  audience,  *^  that  he  had  longed  to 
"  undertake  that  voyage  to  fee  her  majefty,  who  for  btauty^ 
**  and  wifflonn  excelled  all  other  princes  of  the  world.** 
[Cat  of  Royal,  aixi  Noble,  Authors,  voL  1.  140.] 

E  4  ed 
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ed  fpecimen  of  real  poetry,  and  of  genuine 
praife^    • 

^  Lo !  in  the  orient,  when  the  gracious  light 

^  Lifts  up  his  burning  head,  each  under  eye 
^  Doth  homage  to  his  new-appearing  fight; 

*'  Serving  with  looks  his  facred  majefty : 
*<  And,  having  climb'd  the  ftecp-up  heavenly  hill, 

^  Refembling  ftrong  youth,  in  his  middle  age} 
<(  Yet,  mortal  looks  adore  his  beauty  ftill,  • 

<<  Attending  on  his  golden  pilgrimage : 
"  But,  when  from  highmoft  pitch,  with  weary  car, 

^  Like  feeble  age,  he  reeleth  from  the  day, 
*<  The  eye*s,  'fore  duteous,  now  converted  are 

^  From  his  low  trafl,  and  look  aootfier  way : 
^  So  thou,  thyfelf  outgoing  in  thy  noon, 
«  UoIookM  on,  died,  unlefs  thou  get  a  fon/' 

He'  defccnds  from  this  higheft  pitchy   and 

woes  her  to  marriage,  in  his  eigjith  fonnet, 

by  allufions  to  mufic  ^  from  the  true  concord 

of  nvetUtuned founds^  by  unions  married^    And, 

in  his  ninth  fonnet,  he  remonftrates : 

"  Is  it  for  fear  to  wet  a  widow's  eye, 

**  That  thou  eonfum'ft  thyfelf  in  fingle  life  ? 
^<  Ah !  if  thou  fiTuelefs  fhalt  hap  to  die, 

*<  The  wqrld  will W^'tl thei^  like  a  makclels  wife; 
«*  The  world  will  be  thy  widow,  and  ftill  weep, 

*'  That  thou  no  form  of  thee  haft  left  behind, 
«*  When  every  private  widow  well  may  keep, 

"  By  children's  eyes,  her  huft)and's  fliape  in  mind. 

I  might  here  clofe  my  proofs.     A  Warwick- 
ibire  w^ncb,  however  pretty^  and  ijoitty^  would 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely  have  been  bewailed  by  the  worUy  had 
flie  died  iffuelefs :  And,  (he  would  have  been, 
by  the  lofs  of  her  hufband,  as  far  from  being 
a  public  widow,  as  Elizabeth  would  have  been 
a  private  widow,  by  the  deroife  of  **  a  well-^ 
"  nvijbed  king''  But,  the  fubjeftis  curious 
for  its  novelty,  and  the  argument  is  important 
for  its  inferences :  and,  I  will,  therefore,  ex- 
hibit Shakfpeare,  as  a  woer,  in  feme  other 
lights.  He  courts  Elizabeth,  in  his  tenth 
fonnet,  by  affuring  her,  that/he  was  Moved  iy 
many  I  and  he  conjured  her  to  be,  "as  thy 
*'  prefence  is,  gracious^  and  kindJ*  In  his  ec- 
ftafy,  he  fancies,  that  (he  had  given  herielf  to 
her  adorer,  as  "a  fair  gift:"  But,  awaking 
from  his  reverie,  he  cries  out : 

^  Thus  have  I  had  thee,  as  a  dream  doth  flatter, 
*♦  In  fleep  a  King  (r)  .  .     ■ .'* 

Propriety  could  never  have  ufed  fuch  compli-^ 
ments  to  knitiers  i'  tb'  fun.     In  the  feventeenth 
fonnet,  he  breaks  out  in  ajinephrenzy^  to  praifc 
the  prefent,  aqji  to  prophecy  of  the  future: 
<*  Who  will  believe  my  verfe  in  time  to  come, 
"  If  it  were  filled  with  jp^»r  mofi  high  defirts? 
-  ■■  ■  '■■■  »■       ■■.■■■    ■        ■■■       ■         ">- —       ■  '■■  ■■■' 
(r)  See  the  §7 th  fonnet:  and  fee  the  114th  fonnet: 
^  Or  whether  doth  my  mind,  being  crown'd  with  you, 
«  Drink  up  the  monarches  plague^  this  flattery: 
«  1      ■■         ,  tis  flattery  in  my  feeing, 
•'  An4  my  great  mind  moft  iingly  drinks  it  up.? 

«  Though 
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tt  Though  benvien  yec  kikow9>  it  is  but  as  a  tomb, 

"  Whi^h  bides  your  liftj  znAJhows  not  ba^^ your  parts. 

^  If  I  could  write  the  beauty  of  your  eyes, 

"  And*,  in  frefh  numbers,  number  all  your  graced, 

•  The  age  to  come  ^ouldfay,  this  poet  lies; 

^  Such  heavenly  touches  ne'er  touch'd  earthly  £ices; 

.  **  So  fliould  my  papers,  yellowed  witb  their  agey 
•*  Bt /cont'd^  Hie  old  men  oflefs  truth ,  than  tongue  i 
**  And,  your  true  rights  be  term'd  a  poet's  rage, 

-  <*  A  ftretched  metre  of  an  aiitique  fong: 
**  But>  were  fome  child  of  your's  alive,  that  time, 
<*  You fhould  live  twice;  in  it,  and  in  my  rhimc." 

Shakfpeare  was  not  only  pofl^fled  of  poetic 

frenzy,  but  enjoyed  a  quality,  whereof  he  has 

not  hitherto  been  fufpeftcd,  the  fecmdjigbti 

He  not  only  knew,  that  Elizabeth,  the  majier-^ 

mijirefs  of  his  paffioh,  would  die  ijfuelefsi  but, 

he  forefaw  the  fate  of  his  "  Miscellaneous 

•*  Papers  i"  and  that  they  would,  though 

yelhwed  witb  their  age,  ht  JcorneJ,  like  o/J  men 

of  le/s  truth,  than  ton^lie.     Becoming  more 

reafonable,   in    his    ninety-fixth    fonnet^   he 

calmly  defcribcs  Elizabeth,  in  fuch  explicit 

terms,  as  to  remove  even  the  4oubts  of  fcep- 

ticifm : 

*'  Some  fay  thy  feult  is  youth,  fome  wantonnefs; 

**  Some  fay  thy  grace  is  youth,  and  gentle  iport; 

"  Both  grace,  and  faults,  are  lov'd  of  more  and  lefs : 

"  Thou  mak'fl  faults  graces,  that  to  thee  refort ; 

**  As  on  the  finger  of  a  throned  queen 

"  TYi^bafeJl  jetvel  will  be  well  eJleenCd\ 

•^  Se 
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^  So  are  th&fr  errors^  that  in  thee  are  (eea, 

«*  To  truths  tratj/latidy  and  for  true  things  deem*d# 

^  How  many  gazers  might'ft  thou  lead  away, 

«  If  thou  wouldyf  vfe  ihejlrtngth  of  all  thyjiate  (j).     . 

While 

■  .  ■!  Ill'  ■■  «■  ■■■!■■  ip     ——1^ 

( j)  LfCt  the  curious  reader,  laying  afide  his  prepoffcffion, 
advert  to  feveral  expreiiions,  which  are  fcattered,  by  Sbak* 
fpeare,  through  his  fonncts,  with  a  laviih  hand.     In  the  23d 
fonnet,  he  fays,  **  who  plead  for  love,  and  look  for  recompenu^ 
From  whom  could  he  look  for  recompence,  but  from  Eiiza- 
bedi  \  In  the  25th  fonnet  he  talks  of  thofe,  who  boaft  ofjfui^ 
lU  boneury  and  proud  titles -,   and  hints,  that  fortum  had 
harrtd  him  of  fuch  triumphs  :  yet,  confoles  hiipfslf  wiA 
recollecting  the  fiite  of  great  princes  favourites^  who,  at  a 
fhwTtj  oft  in  their  glory  die.    In  the  31ft  fonnet,  he  flatters 
her,  by  faying,  "  thy  bofom  is  endeared  with  all  hearts.'* 
In  the  36 di  fonnet,  he  bewails  bis  fituationj  as  it  might 
prevent  her  from  honouring  him  with  her  puhlic  iindn^sm 
In  the  37th  fonnet,  he  gives  her  pre-eminence  of  beauty^ 
Urthy  wialthy  and  tvit:    And  in  the  the  38th  fonnet,  he 
heightens  this  panegyric,  by  fuggeding,  that  her  accom- 
pli&ments  were  too  excellent ^  for  every  vulgar  paper  to  re^ 
bearfei    After  (peaking  of  her  beauty^  and  bounty^  in  the  53d 
ibonetv.  he  adds.;  ^and  you  in  every  bleffedjhape^  we  know:** 
He  then  fpeaks  of  the  univorJ^Uty  of  her  praifes,  in  the  69th 
fi)nnet;  and  prophecies  c£  the  eternity  of  her  celebrations,  in 
the  5S^>  suid  59th  foanets :  All  tongues,  he  tells,  commend 
-her  outward'i  but,  even  her  foes  commend  the  beauty  of  A^r 
7tti?idy  which  they  meafure^  by  her  deeds,    [See  the  69th  lbn« 
net].     He  afterwards  adds^  that  £he  is  z&fair  \i\  knowledge^ 
*  ,as  in  hue,    [See  the  8  2d  fonnet.]     He  then  recals  his^or- 
getful  mufey  azid  bids  her  in  his  jooth  fonnet,  "  fing  to  the 
^  car  that  doth  thy  lays  efteem,  and  gives  thy  pen  both 
^  /kill  and  argument.*'   Whoever  will  confid«ri  attentively, 

thofe 
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While  Elizabeth  hath  fuch  ftrong  pretcft- 
fions  to  the  honour  of  Shakfpeare's  panegyric, 
Mn  Malone,  and  his  coadjutors,  have  beea 
wholly  unable  to  name  either  man,  or  woman, 
who  could  reafonably  pretend  to  rival  claims. 
With  fuch  quicknefs  of  thought,  does  the 
poet  glance  from  earth  to  heaven^  that  my 
♦*  heavy  ignorance'*  cannot  follow  him.  In 
his  flights,  he  points  indeed  fometimes  at  a 
man,  and  often  at  a  woman  ;  yet  he  generally 
refts,at  laft,  on  "  his  fair  fubjed/* — **  finding 
♦*  her  worth  a  limit  paft  his  praife/*  One 
hundred  and  twenty  of  thofe  fonnets  are  fup- 
pofed,  though  without  fufficient  proof,  to  be 
addrefled  to  a  (/)  friend ;  and  are  reprobated, 
thgugh  without  adequate  caufe,  as  profefling 
too  much  k)ve  to  be  addrefled  to  a  man.  {u\ 

Whea 

thofe  appropriate  topics  muft  perceive,  I  diink,  that  thejr 
could  have  been  addrefled  to  no  other  perfonage,  £han  Eli- 
zabeth, who  is  either  particularly  defcribed,  or  often  alluded 
to»  through  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  fonnets. 

{t)  Mr.  Malone  might  have  fcen  in  Howard's  Collec- 
tions, p.  521,  "  An  original  love-letter  of  Sir  George  Hay- 
ward,  which  was  written,  in  1550,  and  begins,  **My  dereft 
•*  friend^  my  fccond  felf,  nay  my  infeparable  felf ;  and  ends 
<c  youf  afFeftionated  and  true  friend/* 

{u)  Tn  Fcnn's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  355,  Mr.  Malone  might 
have  feen  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  when  writing  to  John 

Pafton, 
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When  the  admirers  of  Shakfpeare  come  to 
perceive,  that  his  fonnets  were  addrefled  to 
Elizabeth,  they  will  beliappy  to  find,  that  the 
poet  was  incapable  of  fuch  grofsnefs.  The 
faS  is,  that  Shakfpeare,  knowing  the  voracity 
of  Elizabeth,  determined  to  gorge  her  with 
praife.  In  executing  his  purpofe,  *'  fie  €x^ 
"  baiijled  worlds ^  and  then  imagind  new** 
Ought  we  to  wonder  that,  in  performing  this 
great  operation,  he  (hould  confound  the  fexes  ? 
Let  us  appeal  to  the  truths  which  is  always 
the  heft  juftification:  He  knew  the  mighty 
objedt  of  his  adoration  to  be  of  a  very  mixed 
Jlaple :  and  he  addreffed  her,  as  Spenfer,  Ra- 
leigh, and  Bacon  had  addrcfled  her  before, 
both  as  a  princefs,  and  a  prince;  as  a  heroine, 

Pafton,  in  I485>  conclude  his  letter^  <<  your  lover, 
^  J.  Norfolk.''  Mr..MaIone.  might  <iuive  peruied  in  the 
Cabala,  p.  213,  the  following  Love-letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Effex  to  Mr.  Secretary  Davifon :  **  As  at  my  departure,  fo 
^  upon  my  returp,  I  muft  needs  fidute  you,  as  one,  whom 
<^  then,  and  now,  and  ever,  I  muft  kvt  viry  much:  I  would 
^  gladly  fee  yo^^  but  I  am  tied  here  a  while}  when  I  may 
^^  have  occafion  to  /hew  my  love  to  youy  1  will  do  more  than 
<^  I  now  promife.  In  the  mean  time,  wiihing  you  that 
^  happinefs,  which  men,  in  this  world,  ought  to  feek,  I  take 
**  my  leave,  your  affurcd  friend,  R.  EiTsx."— [There  are 
in  the  Cabala,  p.  213-^15,  other  letters  of  the  Earl  of 
f  Hex  to  Mr,  Secretary  Davifon,  which  arc  all  written  in  a 
fimilar  ftrain  of /n;<J« 

and 
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And  ^  hero  5  as  an  angels  and  a  goddefs ;  aft 
Adonis,  and  Helen  (v).  Knowing  her  pa- 
tience, while  liftcning  to  panegyric,  Shakfpeare 
determined,  with  the  refolution  of  his  own 
Dogberry,  to  beftow  his  w&o/e  tedioufnefs  upon 
ber,  if  he  were  as  tedious  as  a  king  {w). 

He  felr,  indeed,  fome  moments  of  weari- 
neft ;  and  feared,  at  times,  the  power  of  a 
rivaL  We  may  learn  thefe  fads,  from  what 
he  admits  himfelf,  when  he  cries  out,  in  his 
eightieth  fonnet: 

«  O  !  how  I  Glint,  when  I  of  you  do  write  j 
•^  Knowing  a  better  fpirit  doth  ufe  your  nazne^ 
<<  And  in  the  praile  diecedT,  fpends  all  his  might, 
*•  To  make  me  tongue-ty*d,  fpeaking  of  your  fame: 
,  **  But^  fuicc  ymr  tvortby  {wide  as  the  ocean  is) 
«  The  humble,  as  die  provideft  fail  doth  bear, 
•'  My  fcucy  bark,  inferior  far  to  his, 
^  On  jMwn6r^  infill,  dpth  wiU^Uy  appear* 

{v)  In  her  laft  progrefe,  at  Sir  Henry  Lcighc's,  die  Queen 
was  received  with  a  Dialogue,  between  Gmfiancie^  and  /«- 
eonjiancie.  C^y^^wri/ addrefles  her :  "moft  excellent:  (hall 
•^  Ifay  Lady,  or  Goddejfef  whom  I  fhould  envie  to  be  but 
«*  a  lady,  and  cannot  denie  to  have  the  power  of  a  godekffiJ* 
[See  The  Phoenix  Nefty  1593,  p.  16]. 

{w)  Headdreffed  to  her  154  fonnets  of  14  lines  each, 
which,  of  courfe,  amounted  to  2156  lines,  in  praife  of  her 
beauty^  and  accompliihments,  without  once  touching  her 
govemmenty  which  he  knew  would  rouze  her  poHdcal 
jcaloufy,  and  oflFend -againft  her  T^r/rcg^tftrw  j  which  flie 
deemed  facred. 

•'  Your 
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.  **  Your  flialloweft  help  will  hold  me  up  afloaf, 
"  Whilft  be  upon  yo\xr  foundlefs  deep  doth  ride: 
**  Or,  being  wreclc'd,  I  am  a  worthlefs  boat, 
•^  He  a  tall  buildings  and  of  goodly  pride : 
**  Then,  if  he  thrive^  and  I  be  caft  away, 
**  The  worft  was  this;  my  love  was  my  decay/' 
It  would    gratify   a  reafonable   curiofity   tp 
know   what  better  Sprite  it  were,  of  whom 
Shakfpcare  feared  the  fuperiority,  and  envied 
the  fuccefs.     Mr.  Malonc  has  fuggefted,  that 
it  was  {x)  Spenfer,  who  was  then  in  the  ze- 
nith of  his  reputation;  who  had  reared,  in 
1590,  the  Fairie  Queen,  as  **atall  building,'* 
to  eternize  her  name :    And,  Mr.  Malone  has 
diligently  ihewn,    by   having   ranfacked   the 
records,  that  Spenfer  had  a  penfion  from  Eli- 
zabeth, contrary  to  the  idle  fuppofitions  of  his 
biographers.     Now,  thefe  fa<3:s  are  in  tbem- 
felves  fufficient,  to  confirm  the   probability, 
that  Shflkfpeare  addrefled  his  fonnets  to  £li* 
bedi,  in  emulation  of  Spenfer,  and  in  hopes  of 
thriving^  as  he  had  thriven.     Yet,  the  reafon- 
ing  of  Mr.  Maloae,  "  that  there  was  certainly 
*'  no  poet  in  his  own  tiaie  with  whom  he 
**  needed  to  have  feared  a  comparifon,*'   is 
not,  I  think,  conclufive.     He  does  not,  fuf- 
ficicntly,  carry  his  mind  back  to  the  pcrfons, 
and  things,  of  that  time;  and  he  does  not, 

{x)  Stqpplement,  vol  i.  p.  645. 

properly^ 


tf4  An   APOLOGY    [Queen  Elizab^^h^ 

properly,  bf  ihg  in  experience  to  the  aid  of  his 
recollection.  We  all  know,  that  the  wretched 
Settle  was  the  rival  of  the  mighty  Dryden  ; 
who,  for  a  time,/  both  feared,  and  hated  hitti. 
And,  Shakfpeare,  who  appears  to  have  been 
modefl  by  nature,  may  have  been  tongue-tyed, 
by  fbme  petty  poet,  before  he  had  been  flat- 
tered, by  praifc,  to  think  highly  of  his  own 
performances.     As  Settle  was  a  court-poet  for 
a  while,  iu  oppofition  to  Dryden,  was  not 
Churchyard  a  court-poet,  in  like  oppofition  to 
Shakfpeare  ?     The  Queen  fpent   her  New- 
3Fear's-day  of  1 59  r,  at  Hampton -Court,  when, 
and  where.  Churchyard   prefcnted   her  *^  A 
'*  plea/ant  Conceited'  penned  in  verfe  {y).    He 
felicitated  himfelf,  in  the  following  terms  2 
**  The  book,  I  callM  of  late  mj  dear  aiieu^ 
^  Is  now  become  my  welcome  home  moft  kind : 
"  For,  old  mifliaps  are  healM  -m^fortuiu  new^ 
^  That  brings  a  balme  to  cure,  to  cure  a  wounded  niind* 
**  From  GoJ,  and  Prince^  I  now  fuch  favour  find, 
«*  That  full  afloat  myjhip  it  rydcs, 
*'  At  anchorhold  againfi  all  checking  tydesJ* 

(y)  It  was  printed,  for  Warde,  in  1593.  There  is  « 
Dedication  to  the  Queen;  "which  Plea/ant  ConceiUy*  be 
tells  her,  **  I  have  prefumed  (this  Nevvyear's  day)  to  prefent 
«'  to  your  Msjefly,  in  fign,  and  token,  that  your  gracious 
"  gdodnefs  towards  me  oftentimes  (and  chiefly  now  for  mf 
"  penjion)  (hall  never  go  out  of  my  remembrance."  [See 
that  very  curious  book,  Nichols's  Progrefles  of  Qyeen 
Elizabeth.] 

The 
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The  time,  the  place,  the  parties,  the  penfion, 
the  Fortune  new,  the  prince^  the  Jhip,  riding 
at  anchor,  on  the  broad  main  of  Elizabeth, 
againft  checking  tides;  are  all,  furely,  ftriking 
coincidences  (z).  Raleigh  was  the  patron 
both  of  Spenfer,  and  of  Churchyard  :  Hatton 
was  alfo  the  patron  of  Churchyard.  Why 
Churchyard  fhould  have  been  preferred,  at 
court,  to  Shakfpeare,  it  is  vain  to  enquire  the 

(z)  From  the  notices  of  Wood,  in  the  Athenae,  Oxon. 
Yol.  !•  p.  317,  z  life  of  Thonias  Churchyard  might  be  writ- 
ten. He  was  bom  at  Shrewlbury ;  and  lived,  and  fought^ 
and  wrote,  and  fufFered  hardships,  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  6, 
Mary,  and  Elizabeth.  During  the  laft  of  thefe  reigns,  he 
fiirnifl&ed  the  court  with  many  Interludes,  or  other  Conceites^ 
for  the  Queen's  di vertiferaent.  He  wrote,  as  is  well  known. 
The  JVertbines  ofJVaUs^  which,  forming  part  of  Shakipeare's 
library,  may  be  feen,  at  this  day,  in  Norfolk-ftreet,  with  the 
name,  and  notes,  of  the  great  dramatift,  written  in  many 
parts  of  it,  in  a  lair  hand,  and  genuine  chara&er,  to  the  utter 
defiance  of  all  fceptics,  upon  the  point  of  their  authenticity. 
Churchyard  died  poor,  fays  Wood;  and  is  buried  near  the 
famous  poet,  John  Skelton>  in  the  choir  of  St.  Margaret's 
church,  Weftminfter.  His  epitaph  is  in  Weaver,  497.  But, 
none  of  the  biographers  can  tell,  when  he  died.  By  inrpe£l-> 
ing  the  pariih  regifter,  I  found,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Church* 
yard  was  buried,  on  the  4th  of  April  1604.  On  obferving 
a  X  before  his  name,  I  afkedthe  meaning  of  the  crofs:  the 
clerk,  with  the  importance,  which  is  hereditary  in  the  family 
of  parifli-clerks,  informed  me,  that  it  was  a  mark  of  etnU 
mncc'y  as,  indeed,  the  prefixed  .4^/r  plainly  confirms. 

F  caufe. 
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caufe,  and  ufelefs  to  regret  the  efFe6l.  Our 
great  dramatift,  probably,  injured  himfelf  fty 
paying  fuch  frequent  court  to  Lord  Southamp- 
ton, who  had  not  the  intcreft,  during  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  to  procure  for  him  the  fmalleft 
favour.  Whether  it  were  Spenfer,  or  Church- 
yard, who  roufed  the  emulation  of  Shakfpeare, 
they  both  looked  to  Elizabeth,  as  the  fun  of 
their  worfhip  :  And,  from  this  circumftance, 
we  may  preliime,  that  he,  too,  muft  have 
pointed  to,. that  great  luminary,  as  the /<74^- 

Jime  of  his  heart,  and  badjiarre  of  his  eyes. 
I  have  now  clofed  the  proofs,  which  have 

,  ^:onvinced  me,  that  the  fonnets  of  Shakfpearc 
were  addrefled  by  him  to  Elizabeth*  The 
ftrong  prefumption,  which  is  fet  up  by  thofc 

'  proofs,  cannot  be  deftroyed,  hut  by  proofs  of 

.greater  weight,  that  would  carry  with  them  a. 
contrary  perfy^fion.  , 

Tlie  believers,  who  recognized,  in  xhcfugrd 
JbnnetSy  tho.  pretty e  verfes^  of  Shakfpeare,  natu- 
rally inferred,  from  the  plaineft  principles  of 
common  fcnfe,that,  as  Elizabeth  had  given 

.  penfions  to  other  poets  for  lefs  prettye  verfes, 
jfhe  might,    probably,   have  fent  a  letter  of 

.  compliment  to  Mafterre  William^  onne  tbeyre 
greate  excellence.  The  believers  knew,  more- 
over, that  the  prefumption,  which  arofe  from 

the 
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the  4ii^^/tes  of  common  fenfe,  was  ftrcagthenr 
cd,  by  collateral  evidence*  And  they  recolr 
If^ed,  what  Mr.  JVlalope.  feems.to  have  for*. 
gatt^n^  an  additional  proof  in  Otvi  j^y'sPro^ 
Jogue  to  hi%  Caius.A^arius:  -  -, 

.  •'.Our  Shakfpeare  wrote  too  in  an  age  as  hl{/t^ . 
-  *^^The  happieft  poet  of  his  time,  and  beft;' 
**  A  gracious  princess  favour  cheer'd  his  mufe, 
**  A  conftant  favour  he  nc*er  feared  to  lofe  {a)** 

Yet,  ncitherva  ftr<?og  prefumption,  nor  col- 
lateral evidence,  will  fatisfy  the  public  accufer^ 
without  rigid  demonjiration.  One  of  his  great 
t>bjedions,  indeed^  is,  that  this  dpidle  had  an 
archetype^  after  vrfiich  it  was  formed  (^),  On 
'the  -  contrary,  the  believers  rcafonably  infer- 
red,^ that,'fince  an  archetype  had  exif^cd,  a 
copy  might  probably  be  produced ;  and,  iincft 
a  precedent  of  fuch  a  letter  had  been  ihown, 
Elizabeth's  letter  might  fairly  be  admitted,  ac- 

. ,  {a)  1^4  Shakd  vol.  i.  p.  217. — Otway  lived  at  an 
epoch,  when  fuch  anecdotes  were  ftill  remembered.  The 
hUJftd  age  was  plaiply  the  happy  reign  of  Elizabeth,  who  is, 
with  great  propriety,  called  by  Otway,  a^  Ibe  had  been  called 
.  by.  Shakfpeare,  a  gracious  prince.  .  Churchyard,  we  may 
recoiled,  callqd  her  ^ prince^  in  his  dedication  to  her:  And, 
Elizabeth  calls  herfelf  a/)r/W,  in  her  letter  to  Lady  Paget.—, 
Mai.  Inquiry,  p-  114* 

{b)  Inquiry,,  27  :— «A  model,"  fays  he,  with  grcanter/e- 
mfs^  <^  either  now  exifting  or  which  once  exited,  on  which 
"  it  has  been  conftju^led." 

F  2  cording 
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cording  to  the  eftablifhcd  praiflice,  as  a  genuine 
document. 

But,  this  logic  the  public  accufer  does  not 
admit  into  his  code.  The  prefumption»  arif- 
ing  from  the  probability ;  the  collateral  evi- 
dence, growing  out  of  the  fcenic  hiftory ; 
the  archetype  for  the  copy;  and  the  precedent 
for  the  prafticc;  are  all  difregarded  by  our 
logical  inquirer,  as.  fupplying  lefs  evidence^ 
.than  rigid  demonflration.  He  thinks  it  fuf- 
.  ficient,   in   that    {c)  difregard,    "  merely   to 

•  **  coritraft  the  orthography  of  this,  and  the 
^'  other,  papers  with  the  fpelling  of  Eliza- 

-"  beth  herfelf,  or  any  other  writers  of  her 
^^^  age."  '  In  profecution  of  this  thought,  he 
deems  it  equally  reafonable,  to  contrail:  manu- 
fcripts,  which  exhibit  the  orthography  of  the 
party,  with  books,  that  generally  ihow  the 
fpelling  of  the  printer.  In  purfuancc  of  this 
reafoning,  he  fuppofes  what  he  ought  to  prove; 
nay,  he  aiTumes  what  he  has  difproved,  viz. 
that  the  orthography  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
was  uniform  in  its  pradice,  and  fyftematic  in 

*  its  principle.  And,  in  order  to  entitle  him- 
felf,  as  a  fair  logician,  to  rcafon  from  the  uni- 
formity of  fpelling  ;  and  fo,  to  prcv,:^  the  fpu- 
rioulntfp  of  Elizabeth's  epifiic,  jVon*  iv:j  wa.-  t 

(0  i"quiT>P'3^-:3- 
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of  conformity  to  the  fettled  rule,  he  quotes  a. 
thouland  paflages  o£  {d)  books^  from  the  epoch 
of  Chaucer  to  the  days  of  Norden,  which  de*^ 
monftrate,  that  there  was,  ia  thofe  times,  no 
fettled  rule,  and  no  uniformity  of  pradice,  in 
the  phrafeology  of  the  Englifla  language.     If 
there  were  no  fettled  rule,  there  could  be  then 
no  ftandard  of  uniform  pradice  ;  and  if  there 
were  no  uniform  praftice,  there  could  never  be 
any  deviation  from  the  eftabliflied  phrafeology. 
The  public  accufer,  who  is  continually  mif- 
taking  ajfumptions  for  proofs^  proceeds,  how- 
ever, a  ftep  further.     He  contrafts  letters  of 
Elizabeth,  in  the  Mufeum,  with  her  letter,  in 
Norfolk  rftreet;  in  order  to  fhow  conjiji^ncy  ia 
her  fpelliqg,  andj  at  the  farrje  moment,  to 
ihow  difcrepancy,  between  the  genuine  let- 
ters, and  the  pretended  epiftle.     But,  was  fhc 
confident,  in  her  own  practice  ?    Without  at- 
tending to  thefaSt^  he  has  attemptj^d  to  anfwer 
this  queftion,  by  fhowing  her  leafnin^,  from 
her  fpeaking  many  tongyes^  as  \i  Jpeaking^ 
and  writings  lang-y.ages  were  not  very  diftind 
qualities ;  as  if  millions,  at  this  day,  did  not 

{/!)  «See  the  various  quotations,  ^which,  without  gratify- 
ing  curiofity,  only  prove,  that  there  i¥a$  not  then  any  fettled 
prthograpby:  Inquiry,  35  to  69. 

F  3  fpeak 
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fpeak  EnglifliV  who  cannot-  write  it,  ^ccu-. 
rately.  tte  has,  indeed,  been  perfuadcd  to 
make  another  move  in  this  gatne  of  draughts, 
contrary  to  his  better  judgment  2  He  was;  ia 
this^'  manner,  induced  to  piiblifli  a  table,  from 
^^fcheme  of  a  friend,  in  order  to  eftablifti  the 
ionfijlency  of  the  queen's  orthography^  though 
diis  fchemc,  and  that  tabl0,  are  incon/ifient 
with  his  owit  documents  [e)^ 

•  I  will,  now,  proceed  to  pfove,  from  the 
public  accuferV  own  Jhewingy  that  the  ortlio- 
graphy  of  Elizabeth  was  nbt  formed  on  aiy 
feuled  principle,  nor  ufed  acc6rding  to  any 
f  egtrkr  praftice;  In  her  letter  to  Lord  Shrewf- 
bdry,  fhe  writes  {^f) :  "  Let  rro  grief  fouche 
**  your  harte  for  fear  of  my  difeafe  fdr  I  aflurd 
"  you  if  my  crcadit  wer  hot  gredter  than  my 
^  IheWc  ther  is  no  beholdar  nvoid  bekvt  tha$ 
"  ever  I  had  bin  touched  with  fuChe  a  mala- 
•*  dye/'  In  this  Ihort  paffage,  I  prbpofe  to 
ihoW  a  contrariety  in  the  Quelling,  by  the  pen 
bf  Elizabeth,  in  no  fewer  than  eight  wonds« 
ill  another  of  her  letters  to  thie  fanrie  LortI 
Shrewfbury,  fhe  fays  (^):    ^*  How  tpth  we  are 

'   \(!)  Compare  Mai.  Iftquiry,  p.  74,  with  p.lt3-i4» 

{g)  Lodge's  U.  vol  iii,  112*    th  Murdeh,  185^  Qie  his 

%i  tQ 
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**  to  burden  o'  own  fubjedts  w*^  charges  o' 
*'  own  Aart  doth  know  beft."  In  a  letter  to 
her  ambaffadors,  /he  has  "  wherewith  they 
"  were  much  fatisfied  {&)."  In  the  fame 
letter  fhe  fpeaks  of  "  our  gret  feal,"  in- 
ftead  of  greatar  feal.  She  tells  her  ambaf- 
fadors, in  the  fame  letter,  "  there  was  no  ar- 
"  tide  ne  covenant  in  the  treatye  (/)."  In 
oppofition  to  wo/J  i?e/ev€,  in  one  page,  fhe 
utters  wou/d  wifh,  in  the  next  {/)  :  And,  (he 
advifes  Sir  Harry  Sydney,  in  thefe  words : 
*'  Be/ive  not,  tJbogA  {i)  the  fwere  that  they 
'*  can  be  ful  found,  whofc  parents  foght  the 
^\  rule  that  the  full  fayne  would  have/'  This 
quotation,  which  is  taken  from  one  of  Mr. 
Malone*s  authorities,  is  full  of  the  contrarieties 
of  the  conjijient  Queen  Befs :  Belive  for  beleve, 
the  for  tbey^  ful  iox  full,  would  in  place  of 
wold.  Inftead  of  had  bin  touched,  which  (he 
tells  Shrewfbury  (he  had  not  bin^  by  the  fmalU 
pox,    ihe   afTures   Sydney  that,    Prometheus 

(A)  Forbcs's  State  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  109. 

(i)  In  the  fame  letter,  Ihe  tells  her  ambaffadors,  "that 
**  akboght  it  [fhe  has  yt  and  hit,  at  times]  was  not  compre- 
**  henfed  by  anyfpeciail  article  within  the  treaty^* 

(y)  See  Mai.  Inquiry,  p.  1 13-14. 
{k)   In  Forbes,  vol*  i.  p.  109,  ihe  has,  akboght  It  was 
not. 

F  4  •     "  bathe 
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*'  hathc  bine  myne  to  long(/)."     Oi  fucbe 

contrarieties  we    may  cafily  find  fuch  a  {m) 

number,    as  will    make  the    public   accufer 

afhamcd  of  the  uniformity  of  Elizabeth's  fpel- 

ling.    Strange  !  that  a  lady,  who  had  fo  many 

lovers,  and  thought  fo  much  of  love,  fhould 

have  been  fo  irregular  in  her  orthography,  as 

to  exhibit,  in  the  fame  page,  of  that  conjijlent 

critic,  loving  fovraigne^  in  oppofition  to  lovinge 

fouveraine  («).     With  the  fame  inconfiftency, 

flic  fpeaks  of  the  higbeji  lord,  and  "  How  yre- 

ful  wyl  the  bieft  power  be  may  you  be  fure 

*^  whi  murmure  Jhal  be  made  of  his  pleafing 

"  wyl  {p).'*     With  the  fame  difcrepancc,  flic 

writes  to  Lady  Drury  (/)  :  **  Bee  well  ware 

**  my  Beffe  you  ftrive  not  with  divine  ordi- 

**  nance :"     Yet,   ftie   writes   to   Sydney  (y) 

*'  A  fole  to  late  be  wares,  whan  all  the  perrel 

(/)  Sydney  Pap.  quoted  by  Mr.  Malone,  p,  7. 

(m)  Lodge  U.  vol.  iiu  p.  11 2. 

(»)  See  Mai.  inq.  p.  1 1 3- 1 14,  for  the  curious  fafl :  and 
Lodge's  lUuft.  vol.  ii.  p.  154:— She  has  tKo  fivereigtUy  and 
Joverajney  [lb.  154-5]  2n^fivereign  in  Fuller's  Worth.  Oxf. 
336 :  We  have  here  the  thing,  which  was  conflantly  in  the 
mind  of  £lizabetk,exhibited|by  her  pen,  in  fix  different  forms. 

(0)  M^l.  Inq.  114:  and,  fee  her  letter  to  Sydney  [pa.  8.] 
forjball  and  willi  and  w/V,  in  Nichols's  Prog.  vol.  i.  p.  14. 

(p)  Mai.  Inq.  113.  (f )  Sydney  Pap.  vol.  i.  8. 

"  is 
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"  is  paft ;"  and  (he  adds,  in  the  fame  contra- 
difioiy  ftrain,  to  Sydney  (r)  :  "  Whan  our 
"  lome  is  'wel  nigh  done,  our  work  is  new  to 
"  begin/'  She  talks  to  Lady'Drury  of  her 
*'  married  bap :"  Yet,  ihe  fpeaks  to  Shrewf- 
bury  (j)  of  "  the  beft  good  bappe  that  any 
*'  prince  on  carthe  can  befaule."  To  Lady 
Paget  (he  writes  (/)  :  "  Let  nature  tberfor 
"  not  hurt  yourfelf  but  give  place  to  the 
"  givur  .•"  Contrariwife  (he  writes  to  Lord 
Strange  {u)\  *' Therefore  at  this  tyme,  diredJ: 
**  you  to  repayre  hyther  than  yourjelf  (hall  fee 
^'  may  (land  with  your  father's  lykyng  in  this 
**  his  ficknes,  but  yet  con(idering  your  ab- 
"  fence  we  have  been  emeft  with  our  coojyn 
"  your  wifF,  that  fhe  wold  move  yow  to  fend 
'*  up  yowr  eldeft  fone('z;)."  She  thanked  goud 
Sir  Harry  Wallop  "for  foe  othr  fervices  than 
*'  comen  commifllos  for  wiche  in  fkroile  of 

(r)  Ib.---{be  has  alfo— -tti^//.ij/&rwri— ^nd  worfar  bap. 

(j)  Lodge  lUuft.  vol.  ii.  p.  155.  (/)  Mai.  Inq,  114. 

(u)  Murden,  185:  In  Lodge,  vol.  hi.  p.  112,  (he  has 
covfin-y  and  in  Forbes,  vol.  ii.  p.  415,  flie  has  her  cojin:  me 
have  already  had  W«,  and  iine.  She  fpeaks  above  of  giving 
*f  place  to  the  givur:**  in  her  often  quoted  letter  to  Sydney, 
fhe  advifes  him  «  not  to  confult  fo  longe  as  til  advis  come 
^  to  late  to  the  givers.** 

(v)  in  her  letter  to  Lady  Dniry— [fnquiry  1 14]  (be  has 
f^Hi  snd  yjurs. 

•*  other 
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".  Other  memorielz  I  feile  not  to  locke  in  my. 
".  beft  mepnorye:"  Contrary  to  this  again, 
fbe  advifcs  Sydney  {w) :  "  Let  this  me^ 
".  moriall  be  only  committed  to  Vulcanes 
**  bafe  keping/'  In  her  letter  of  thanks 
to  her  very  good  coufins  Lord,  and  Lady, 
Sbrewlbury,  for  kindly  discharging  the  dyet, 
at  Buxtons,  of  her  coufin  of  Leycefier,  ihe 
writes  {x)  :  **  This  good  Az//^  then  grow- 
**  ing  from  you,  ye  might  thinke  yourje/fes  {y) 
"  moil  unhappyej^ you  frved  (uch  zfrlnce  as 

V  fhould  not  be  as  readye  gratyouflie  to  confi- 

V  der  of  ytJ'  She  fays  contrar^\yife  to  Syd- 
ney (2?);  **  If  aught  have  bine  amys  at  home, 
•'  I  wyll  pache  thogh  I  cannot  hole  it  {a).*' 

I  vvill  here  clofc  my  proof,  on  this  head; 
^nd  fum  up  the  refult.  In  order  to  d^mon- 
ftrate  the  uniform  orthography,  and  conliftent 
fpelling,  pf  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Malone  has  given  a 
fable,  which  was  fchemed  by  a  friend  /  com- 
ipizYitn^m^fiue-and-twenty  words  [b).     I  will 

{w)  Sydney  Lett.  vol.  i.  p.  8.   {x)  Lodge>vol«  iup.  155. 

iy )  In  the  fame  letter  (he  has  yourfihes^ 

.  (2)  Syd.  Letters,  vol.  1.  p.  8. 

{a)  In  her  letter  to  Lady  Pag^  [Inquiry  114]  flie  has 
**  yet  is  hit  fent." 

(*)  Inquiry,  -iZ'U- 

now 
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now  confront  h\m,  and  his  friend^  with  a  tai/^ 
of  more  than  ^ty  words,  which  might  h^vo 
been  enlarged;  in  order  to  demonftrate  the 
inconfiftcnt  fpelling,  and  unfyftematic  ortho-* 
graphy,  of  Elizabeth  :■— 


Anfwer 

Aunfwear 

Aunfer  (r) 

Althogh( 

Thogh 

Although 

Bee 

Be 

Bclevc 

Bc/«ve 

Bclcevc 

Bin 

Bine 

Bene 

Ca/fe 

Cace  (i) 

Cace 

CaJiflc  (the Town)  Calles(0 

Coufin 

Cofin    CooHn 

Coufyn  (/ 

Comforte 

Compfbrt(j) 

Dear 

Deere  (6) 

Debt 

Dcbte 

Ful 

FuU 

Hap 

Happe 

Hart 

Harte 

H<r/lcly 

How 

Howc(0 

Higheft 

Hicft 

G/Ve 

Gcver  (*) 

(c)  See  the  Queen's  letter  to  her  ambafladors  in  France, 
forbes,  voU  ii..4i4« 

'   {d)  Inquiry^  1145  Lodge  II.  vqL  ii«  155. 

{e)  Forbes,  vol.  H.  415. 

(/)  Inquiry,  1*14;  Lodge,  vol.  ii.  155.      (g)  lb.  363U 

(b)  Howard'ls  Col.  246.7. 

(i)  Inquiry,  I J4;  Lodge,  vol.  ii.  155.  (i)  Id. 

^  Givur 


7« 
Girar 
Greatar 
If 
It 

King 
Leyccfter 
Loving 
May 
Mec 

MemorialL 
Moe 
Mynde 
Raigne 
Shall 

Shrcwibury 
Soveraigne 
Sovraigne 
Sovcrayne 
Such  . 
Thanckfull 
Than 
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Givers 

Grct[ar] 

Yf 

Yt    Hit 

Kingc  (0  . 

Lcicefter(»i) 

Loving^ 

Maie  (»)'  ^: 

Me((?) 

Memori^i^ 

More  (^) 

Minde(y) 

Reigne  (r) 

Shal 

Shrcwcft>ury  (j) 

Sovcrainc 


Souvcraine 
Sovereign 
Suche 
Thakc 
Then  («) 

(/}  Howard's  Col.  247.    Mai.  Inq.  1 14, 

(91)  Cabalay26i  Lodge's  IL  vol.  ii.  p.  155, 

(»)  Inquiry,  1 14;  Lodge,  vol.ii.  155. 

(«)  Howard's  Col.  247.  (/)  lb.  246-7. 

(^)  MaL  Inq.  114;  Howard's  Col.  246, 

(r)  Letter  to  Sydney,  and  Howard's  CoL  246* 

(i)  Lodge's  II.  vol.  ii.  p.  82* 

(/)  In  the  fiime  letter— Lodge,  vol.  ii.  155. 

{u)  Ma(.  Inq.  ij2}  Howard's  CoL  247. 


Thankfullic  (/) 


They 
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They 

The 

Thei 

Thcr 

There 

Thcyre 

Thafor 

Therefore 

Thogh 

Though  (v) 

To 

Too  (w) 

Treaty 

Treatye 

. 

Ware 

Wares 

Were 

Wcr  (*) 

WcU 

Wei 

wiu 

Wyl 

wa 

Which 

Wiche 

When 

Wh<m 

Wyfc 

Wyf 

Would 

Wold 

Would( 

You 

Yow 

Your 

Youer  , 

Yours 

Yowrs 

Yourlelves    . 

Yourfelfes 

Such,  then,  are  the  fafts,  which,  as  they 
are  chiefly  drawn  from  Mr.  Malone's  own 
documents,  demonflrate,  in  oppofition  to  his 
theory,  that  Elizabeth  had  neither  confiftency 
in  her  fpelling,  nor  uniformity  in  her  pradlice 
of  orthography :  If  ihe  had  no  confiftency, 
how  can  a  rule  be  formed,  from  that  want  of 


(v)  Howard's  Col.  246;  Mai.  Inq.  114. 

(w)  Letter  to  Sydney,  and  Howard's  Col.  24j6« 

[x)  Inquiry,  113;  Forbes,  vol.  i.  109. 


confiftency. 


confiftency^  to  dlftbguiOiithe  genuine  letters 
from  the '  fpurious,  by  applying  what  cannot 
be  fixed  to  what  is^  equidly  unftable.    If  lie 
were  to  take  the  word  Jovereign^  as  an  exam- 
ple, whereby  to  difcover  Tome  inconfifte'ncy, 
which  might  be  fatal  to  t6e  Jpurious^  what 
would  he  gain  by  his  example,  but  a  confu- 
tation of  his  own   principles,    after  Irhax^e 
fhown,  diflin Aly,  that  Elisabeth  hath  ,  fp^lt 
that  femiliar  word,   ia^iJtfvdiiFerent  ino^s  ? 
He  has,  in  iaft,  adopted  ymr,  jhalU  tberjj^e^ 
for  ;  as  words  uniformly  fpelt  by  her  ; '  yet, 
have  f  fhown  yowr^Jhal,  tbeyre^  bee^fof^^^  as 
dired  contrarieties  to  that  uniformity ;  "^vith- 
out  eflaying  to  prove  *'  this  learned  Queen, 
^  who  was  miftrefs  of  ^ight  languages,  tg^be 
*'  fuch  a  dolt  as  not  to  know  the  true  ortho- 
^*'graphy  of  wonds"  thus  familiar  to  hef  {y).'* 

^ [Truth  ftrikes  /i6f  jheixrsand  meafure  from  his 

"hands  yet  docs  he  continue  to  fet  out,  with 

nimble  hajle ^'hwt  without  a  yard,  his  ^iw/y- 

%mlfy^  in  open  market.  Cafidid  inquirers  often 

.'difcover,    and  eitablifh  uncertainties  from  a 
certainty  :  It  was  Tcferved  ibrOur  Inquirer,  to 

{j)  Mai.  Inquirjr,  p.  71  :  No;  flie,  he,  or  they,  onlj 
are  dolu^  who  xtxSxix^ahfurdiy  from  the  platneft  topics  \  who 
are  continually  affirting  inftead  of  arguing  \  and  who  are, 
ever-and-anon,  begging  the  queftion,  which  they  ought  to 

'P'^^^-  attempt 


Akd  her  Letter:!   for  lie  B  E  L I  eV  fiR  S.  '^^ 

attempt  the  Herculean  taik  of  efiabliftnng  the 

Jhrk^  uncertainty  from:  uncertainties. 

Such, 'however,  is  the  pcrfeverance,  and 
courigc,  of  the  public  accufer,  thktheisf?^ 
njohitte  flifmayed.  He  chzSitngts' all  comers  to 
fliow,  that  and  was  ever  fpelt  with  a  final -^, 
as  it  is  in  Elizabeth's  epiftlc  to  Shakfjpeare. 
"  I  never  once  fbiindthe  copulative- tf/:^/*  Ke. 
afleverates,  "'fpelt  as  It  is  here,  with  a  finals*'* 
though  "from  the  time  of  Henry  the  fourth, 
^*  I  have  perdftd  feme  thoufand  deeds  arid 
"  other  mantrfcripts  {z)^  ^This  is/  no  doubt, 
a  long  life  (from  the  time  of  Henry  IV)  of 

^  pdiriful'pdrtifal,  but  tiof  fuccefsful  fcarcH  ! 
Among  the  bfaclc- letter  books,  which  fee*  has, 

'  carefully,  collected,  he  has  not,  it  feems,'  the 
very  black-letter  (tf)  book,  which  contains, 
not  indeed  fome  thoufands,  but  feveral  ands 
with  the  final  e.  Here  are  two,  irr  a  fhort 
paflage :  "  And^  yf  I  have  not  that  repentaunce, 
"  even  from  the  bottome  of  my  herte,  ander 
"  belcve  not  that  I  am  forgeven  for  Chryftes 
"  fake,  as  aforefayde  (^)/'  Yet,  our  chal- 
lenger, becaufe  The  Lamentacyon  is  not  in  his 
library,  difputes  the  authority  of  this  curious 

(a)  Inquiry,  33. 

{a)  See  Tke  lamentacyon  of  a  Chrtjle  agalft  the  Gtye  rf 
London^  for  fonts  cert  cine  greate  vyces  ufed^bett^: — Impnted 
I  f  yen  of  our  Lord  «•  d.  xlviiu 

\h)  Sigxwefiiii^ 

book. 
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book,  which  will  be  conjigned  to  fame ^  for 
having  confuted  this  irrefragable  critic.  I  will, 
however,  quote  a  book,  which  he  certainly 
has  in  his  library  (r).  On  the  a4th  of  May 
1 5 17,  the  Earl  of  NorAumberland  wrote  to 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfbuiy  :  *'  Mcthinke  I  ncde 
**  not  to  be  put  to  this  bufinefe,  if  they  would 
*'  have  pondered  the  charge  that  they  have 
•'  put  of  late  unto  me,  ande  the  paymentes 
"  that  I  have  made  of  late."  Yet,  the  public 
accufer  will  not  be  convinced ;  becaufe  this 
quotation  is  not  from  a  manufcript  [d).  Now, 
then,  will  I  convince  him,  by  quoting  a 
manufcript : — ^**  Goode  Majier  Stonley  I  doo 
"  mofte  harteylye  requyre  youe  to  have  pa- 
**  cycnce  w*  me  ande  to  concyder  what  ex- 
"  treme  charge  I  have  been  at  whyche  forced 
**  me  to  that  I  was  lothe  to  breake  w\  youe 
"  off  all  men  Gode  by  fbe]  they  [the]  juge 
^*  Neverthelcs  at  halloutyde  I  will  w'.  godes 
**  grace  fullyc  recompence  youe  fo  in  they 
**  [the]  meane  tyme  I  mofte  hartely  requyre 
^  youe  to  have  pacyence. 

"  Toures  afuredly,  E:  Duddeley  (^)/* 

This, 

{c)  Lodge's  Illuftrations,  vol.  i.  p.  2a. 

{d)  The  manufcript  letter  is  in  the  College  of  Heralds. 

(e)  This  letter,  which  bears  upon  fcvcral  parts  of  this 

inquiry^ 
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This,  then,  is  not  one  of  the  thoufand  ma- 
nufcripts,  which  our  critic  has  been  pe- 
rufing,  from  Henry  the  Fourth's  time  to  the 
prefent  (/)  ! . 

He  is  equally  pofitive,  on  tlie  word  forre  y 
**  a  mode  of  orthography,  I  beUeve,  Unpre- 
"  cedented,"  fays  he  (^).  Ye.t,>e  has  fre- 
quently read,  becaufe  he  has  often  quoted, 
Fenris  Letters ;  in  which  he  fawj^rr  ^xnAferre 
for  far ;  and  Byffor,  Byforey  whefffor,  and 
nvberfoir  {b)  :  But,  he  has  not  read,  wTiat 
Would  not  have  done  him  any  differvice,  as  a 

inquiry,  was  obligingly  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Cra- 
ven Orde  of  Bloomfbury  fquare,  from  his  curious  CoUedion. 
It  is  addrefTed  :  "  To  my  verye  louyng  friend  Mafter  Ston-* 
**  ley."  [Stanley] — ^It  is  marked,  on  the  back,  in  a  hand  of 
the  time  «  1  he  L.  Dudley,  CX,  li-febr.  1572."— For  this 
Lord  Edward  Dudley,  who  died  on  the  4th  of  July  1586^ 
See  Dugdale's  Bar.  torn,  ii.  p.  2 1 6- 1 7. 

(/}  Nor,  has  our  critic  been  perufing  the  Rolls  op 
PabxiambnT)  wherein  he  would  have  feen  the  familiar 
copulative  with  a  final  e^  and  alfo  a  curious  fpecimen  of 
the  Englifh  language,  in  Judge  Rikhill's  anfwer  to  the 
Commiflion  of  his  liege  Loord,  during  the  year  1397  : 
^  Jnde  the  fame  day  of  Septembre,  alle  the  matieres  and 
**  points  before  iknowe  and  confeffid  be  the  forfiaide  Duk 
^  be  his  owne  honde  fully  and  plainly  iwrete,  deliverid  it 
•*  to  the  feme  William  RikhiU."    [Rolls,  vol.  iii.  p.  378.] 

{g)   Inquiry,  34. 

{b)  Vol.  ii.  p.  204-«-a34— 244— 70i  vol.  i.  p.  21— '27 
—28—29—30. 

G  critic, 


crkic,  "**  ^be  ffiores  of  Omde  de  arte  amanii 
^  with  tbeyr  Mgfyfsbe  afore  (/)  tbem  i*  whercM 
heivoukl  \iV9c  fen  ^  precedent  ef/orre(J).  Hc^ 
however,  difputes  the  authority ;  whilft>— 

a  ■   ,  >     I  No  power  in  England 

^  Can  aher  a  decree  eftabliib'd : 

«  Twill  be  recorded  for  a  preadent  / 

There  are  other  words  in  Elizabeth's  cpiiUc^ ' 
which  our  ppjitive  critic  thinks  equally  un- 
precedented. Maijier  was  the  fpelling  of  the 
word  Majier\  at  that  period,  in  our  Maifier^ 
vocabulary.  But,  in  Dudley's  Letter  to  Ston- 
ley,  we  have,  repeatedly,  feen  Majier.  And 
be  might  have  read  in  Spenfor's  Three  {k) 
Letters^  which  he  quotes,  at  tinfies  ;  •*'  But, 
'*  Mafter  Colin  Clout  is  not  every  body ;  and 
**  albeit  his  olde  companions  Majier  Cuddey, 
'^  and  Majler  Hobhinol,.  be  as  little  beholding 

{i)  'Jmprynted  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  with  the  types 
of  Caxtorh  io  151^^  This  book  is  the  mote  valuable,  ^a^ 
it  has  an  Englyjsbe  Alpbab$U. 

(/)  Sign.Aiiii;  and  fee  the  X//inrtf  17  .Mj/imi  of  dmt  very 
chafte  editor  Mr.^  WaHron,  printed  in  179a,  fwre  fimm 
Uumfiotbi  poejye  of  Maijier  LydgaU :— • 

"  '-F^m  gyife  you  doe  me  jubylye." 
Had  our  critic  perufed  this  fine  fpectmen  of  genmnf  ojptho- 
gnipHy,  he  had  iaved  the  trouUe  of  much  laborious  reading; 
tohimfelf,  and  of  fatiguing  perufal  to  his.reader8. 

(k)  Three  Propir  Lfttersy  imprimtd  -by  BymienMn^  in 
1 580.  p.  40. 

3  -  '*  tQ 
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^  to  their  iniftreile  poetrIe»  as  -ever  you 
«  wift:*'  Hacluyt  dedicated  his  Divert  (/) 
Veyages^  **  To  'the  right  WOTfliipfuU  and  moft 
•*'  veptuous  gentleman  Ma/itr  Phillip  Sydney 
*•*  Efquire/'  Polton  dedicated  his  Penal  {m) 
Statutes,  "  To  the  right  worfhipfuU  Sir  Wil- 
^*  liam  Cordell,  Xnight,  Majier  of  the  Roulcs  :*' 
sind  Pulton  treatted  of  Majier,  and  Servants 
This  orthography  occurs  very  frequently  in 
the  dedications  of  books,  during  the  reign  of 
l&lizsibeth  (»).  And  the  fame  mode  of  fpelling 
^a/fyr^  may  be  traced  back  to  the  times  of 
our  Edwards,  ^nd  Henrys  {0).    Nothing  but 

the 

(/)  Imprinted  by  Wodcocke^  158a. 

{m)  It  was  imprinted  by  C.  Barker  the  Queen's  printer, 
in  1578. 

fff}  Spenfer  dedicated  his '64th  fonnet,  tohis  efteemed 
friend  Mafier  James  HuJIh;— See  a  Type,  or  Figure,  df 
'Friendfhip,  printed,  in  1589 :  and  fee  Fouldcs's  Frop  and 
Miix^  1603 :  and  -fee,  chough  laft,  not  X^iSt^  Afeham's 
Scoieifu^/r,  in  iS7i* 

(tf)  See  Fenn's Letters,  everywhere.  In  146c- 1,  To 
my  Matter  Pafton,  vol.  iii.  p.  404.  In  146 1,  To  the  right 
woHhipfulI  Majfi  my  poafter— lb.  voLiv.  and  in  p.  72,  the 
light  worifaipfuU  Maftre^  my  nutfter.  In  146(1,  John  Pafton 
wrote  to  hi«  mother :  ^  Recommend  me  to  tay  fifters  both 
^  afld  to  the  Mafyr  my  cofynOowbeny,  Syr  Jamys,  Syr 
«  John  Style  and  p»y  him  to  be  good  mafiyr  to  lytlle  Jak 
^  ud  to  kfnc  him  wdtt.*'  [Fenn's  Letters,  -vol.  i,  p.  8, 9 ; 
and  fee  Majhas^^^.w.  Fetmvp*  i&--i30---2«44— In  the 

G  2  2i 
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the  film,  which  fcepticifm  has  fpread  over 
Mai/ler  Critic^  eyes,  could  have  prevented 
him  from  feeing,  every  where,  in  his  black- 
letter  library,  Majier,  Maftyr^  and  Majiresi 
as  I  have  often  feen  Maijiery  and  Maijirefs^  in 
my  little  coUedlion.  Bifliop  Hall  will  furnifli 
the  bcft  apology,  for  all  of  us,  when  he  fays  ; 
**  It  is  no  Jhamiy  not^  to  know  all  things  \ 
**  but  it  is  a  juji  Jhame  to  over-reacb  in  any 
''  thing  {p)r 

But,  our  candid  critic  continues  to  talk 
about  uniform  orthography,  in  an  age,  which 
heard  (f  none.^  He  fays,  **  the  omiffion.  of 
"  the  letter  r  in  Chamberlayne  is  unprece- 
**  dented  {q)'*  Whoever  told  him  fo  is  not 
very  fuccefsful,  in  fearching  for  precedents. 

2d  vol.  p.  295,  there  is  a  Love-letter  from  John  Pafton  to 
Mailrefle  Annes.  He  repeats  MaftriJJi  fix  times:  But  he 
never  calls  her  Mej/ireffi  in  the  ungallant  orthography  of 
our  Waldrons,  and  Malones.  I  obferve  from  collation,  that 
Mr.  Malone  does  not  fairly  print  Elizabeth's  letter  to  Sydney 
[papers,  6-7- 8  J  as  it  is  in  thebook>  which  he  quoted  for  the 
ipelling  of  Maiftres. 
.    (p)  Works,  1634,  p.  13. 

{q)  Inquiry  69-70 :  Yet,  fee  Lord  Burghle/s  lelter  of 
the  22d  July  1577)  ^^  Loti  Shrewlbury,  in  Lodge's  111. 
vol.ii.  159 :-— **  This  morning,  the  239  I  receaved  your  L* 
^  of  the  21,  being  here  at  on[e]  M'  Chamb-Tle-^s  near 
«  Caxton."— Lord  Burghley  frequently  ufed  the  figure  of 
fyncope^  which,  indeed,  was  often  pra£Ufed  in  that  age. 

He 
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He  anfwers,  cogently;  •'  If  the  Queen  had 
*'  chofen  to  omit  any  letter  in  that  word,  it 
"  would  have  been  the  m!"   No :  The  fnar- 
ling  letter  r  was  the  rough  letter,  that  the 
"  accompli/hed  Elizabeth"    would  naturally 
omit,  when  fhe  wiflied  to  write,  in  her  beft 
manner :  Writing  an  epiftle  to  a  poet,  who 
had  gratified  her  paffion,  fhe,  who  was  mif- 
trefs  of  eight  languages,  chofe  to  Italianize 
her  phrafe,  according  to  the  fafhion  of  her 
court ;   (b,  fhe  wrote  Chambelayne,  in  order  to 
approach,  as  near  as  the  idiom  of  her  own 
tongue  would  allow,  to  the  Italian  Cambellano^ 
and  the  French  Chambellan  (r) ;   It  was  upon 
this   principle,   that  (he  omitted  the  gh  in 
bigbeft^  and  gave  fuch  a  variety  of  fpelling  to 
(x)  fovereign^  whatever  he  may  think  of  the 
fpelling  of  that  period  of  her  reign. 

Yet,  is  it  more  material,  he  fays,  to  advert 
to  Londonnei  thinking  London^  **  lighter  in 
"  the  (/)  mouth  ;"  and  finding  *'no  example 
"  of  fuch  orthography/'  They  "  who  make 
^  fearches  into  antiquity,*'  fays  ( «)  Howell, 
^'  may  be  faid  to  pafs  often  through  many 

(r)  See  Skinner,  1671,  in  Vo. — Chamberlain. 
(s)  Inquiry,  113-14. 
{t)  Inquiry,  70. 

(»}  la  the  advcrtifement  to  bis  Londinopolis. 

G  7  ''dark 
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**  dark  hbbiei^  and  duiky  places,  before  th^ 
"  come  to  aula  lucis^  the  great  hall  of  lights*' 
Our  celebrated  Lond/Wopolis  was,  in  the  tioi^^ 
and  talk  of  T^itus,,  Londinum  copia  negotia-- 
tarum.  Our  Britifli  anceflors  called  it,  figni^ 
ficantly,  {v)  Llongdiny  hhong^portb^  or  port  of 
Ihips.  Our  Saxon  fathers  wrote  it  (w)  Lun- 
den-byrig^  Lunden-^bury ^  Lunden^ceajler^  and 
Lunden-burgb  {x).  Our  critical  inquirer,  ne- 
verthelefs,  paffes  over  thofe  varieties  of  our 
fiunceJiorSf  to  get  at  London,  the  unmeaning 
corruption  of  modern  times.  But,  Elizabeth, 
who  was  vain  of  her  Britifli  anceftry,  and  am- 
bitious of  learning,  as  Mr.  Malone  is  ftudioua 
to  tell,  feized  the  ogcaiion  of  inditing  a  re- 
munerative epiftle  to  a  poet,  to  difplay  her 
arcbaohgy,  by  writing  Londonne^  a  more  fo- 
norous  name  than  London.  She  found,  in  the 
Saxon  Chroniclct  which  fhe,  no  doubt,  read, 
the  archetype  of  her  fpelling,  in  Lundene^ 
Juundune,  and  Loridone  [y).     In  the  courfe  of 

his 

(v)  Strype's  Stow,  vol;  I.  p.  5— -8  \  HoIIand.'s  Camdei^ 
1637.  p.  421. 

iw)  Saxon  Chroti.  edit.  Gibfon,  p.  96-97. 

[x)  SoiQnef)  in  Vo» 

{y)  See  Gibfon's  Nominum  Loc9rumj  in  Vo«  LunJkm. 
As  Mr.  Malone  infifts,  pofitively,  that  Elizabeth  ufiially 
fcad  the  bpoks  of  the  priyy  council.^   I  mav  reafonabljr 

argue| 
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bis  reiearchest  one  diligent  inqiiirec  hsSf  -nei» 
ther  met  with  any  of  thofe  modes  of  ipellin£ 
LojidittopQliSy  nor  kas  he.  feeait^  la  any  other 
than  the  modem  form  of  London  {z) :  Aa<JU 
ID  conformity  to  his  ufual  logic»  he  thence 
infers,  that  its  orthography  never  exifted  in 
any  other  form.  I  have^^  however,  fhewn, 
£rom.  the  foBy  the  fallacy  of  this  argument. 
He  talked,  in  the  fame  manner,  of  Hamp- 
town  Court,  till  accident  threw  in  his  way  a 
folkar7(i^)iQftance,  which  might  have  con* 

vinced 

argue,  on  the  authority  of  Afcham,  her  Scolemafter^  that 
ihe  may  have  peruied  that  dele&blebo<^,  the  Saxon  Chro- 
nicle. Londinopolis  is  Lundetu  in  the  ipap,  which;  is  pre-^ 
fixed  to  Gibfon's  edition  of  the  Saxon  chronicle. 

(%)  We  may,  therefore,  fuppofe,  that  he  has  never  iit- 
iftSdtA  Queen  Elizabeth's  Progreffes^  as  they  have  been 
puUilhed  by  the  praife-worthy  Mr.  Nichols :  For,  he  wonid' 
have  feen,  in  the  Proclamation  againjl  the  ^ein  of'Scots^ 
rs86,  [voLii.  p.  231.]  the  following  paflage,  which  muft 
be  admitted' to  be  a  decifive  authority :  <^  With  loud  voyce 
**  folemnely  proclaymed  by  the  Serjeant  at  Arroes  of  thp^ 
*'  feme  cftty,  in  foure  feverall  places  j  to  wit,  at  the  Croffe 
*^  in  Cheape,  at  the  end  of  Chauncery-lane  in  Fleete-ftreet, 
^  overagainft  die  Temple,  at  Leadenhall  comer,  and  at 
*  St.  Magnus  comer,  neere  Londonne  bridge." 

[a)  Inquiry,  70-71,  H^m^town  Court,  written  by  a 
QerL  The  document  in  Forbes's  State  Papers,  vol.ii.  p.  1 09, 
is  a  letter  from  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Adrian  Ponyings;  and  for 
aught  that  appears  was  written^  with  her  ufual  induftiy,  in 

G  4  her 
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Vinccd  lym  of  the  futility  of  his  own  reafon- 
ing,  arid  the  fophiftry  of  his  own  fyftcm. 
But,  he  is  in  conftant  habits  of  retraftion  : 
and  he  may  perhaps  find  other  folitary  in- 
ftances,  which  may  convince  him,  that  he 
ought  to  be  lefs  pofitive  in  bis  aflcrtion,  and 
more  confecutive  in  his  argument. 

Yet;  he  is  refolved  to  retraft  no  more  : 
He  is  determined  to  be  doubly  pofitive  in  his 
affcrtions,  and  four-fold  feeble  in  his  proofs. 
**  All  former  misnomers,  are  trivial,  .fays  he, 
'*  compared  with  her  [Elizabeth's]  not  know- 
^'  ing  the  true  orthography  of  the  name  of 
*'  Leycefter,  for  which  we  have  Leycejlerre. 
*^  Her  uniform  attachment  to  that  nobleman 

her  own  hand;  but  not  by  a  clerk,  for  which  aflertion, 
there  is  no  evidence :  If  the  document  in  the  Paper  Office 
b«  a  draught,  it  ismoft  probably  in  Burghley's  hand,  who, 
when  fecretary  of  ftate,  was  generally  her  draughts-man. 
In  this  ftrain  of  fophiftry,  our  inquirer  goes  on  to  remark, 
that  this  folitary  inftance  *'  probably  gave  rife  to  the  fpelling 
*'  adopted  in  this  forged  letter."  [Inquiry,  71.]  But,  for 
this  alTumption,  there  is  not  the  leaft  proof  i  and  it  is  fcarcely 
confiftent  with  probability.  The  name  is  Ham/iM  in  the 
Saxon  Chronicle ;  and  in  Huntingdon's  Hiftory  Hamtune^ 
[Gibfon's  edit.  nom.  Loc,  in  Vo.  HamtunJ]  The  fpelling^i 
of  courfe,  in  Elizabeth's  epiftle — Hamp/^z^n,  is  more  ana- 
logical than  Hampton.  [See  Johnfon  in  Vo,  Town ;  tun, 
Saxon;  tuyn,  Dutch.]  In  the  map  of  Middlefex,  1593^ 
John  Norden  has  Hampton,  and  Haxri/on*court ;  fo  Httlc 
attention  was  there}  in  thofe  days,  to  analogical  accuracy  I 
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**  is  well  known ;  probably,  fcarce  a  day  paf- 
**  fed,  without  her  feeing  his  name,  uniformly 
•*  written,  as  he  always  wrote  it,  Leyces- 
**   ter(^)."    Strange!  then,  that  Elizabeth 
did  not  know  how  to  fpell  the  name  of  her* 
favourite,  Lcycefter.     It  is  ftranger  ftill^  that 
a  critic,  of  fo  much  acumen  as  Mr.  Malone,' 
fhould  not  know,  that  there  was  no  attention 
to  fuch  matters,  in  an  age  of  unfyftcmatic* 
fpelling.    Was  not  Burghley  another  name 
for  learning,  difcretion,  and  diligence  ?   Did 
not   he  daily  fign  difpatches,    on  the*  fame 
paper,  with  Leiccfter(r)?    And  3ret,  Burleigh 
fpelt  the  favourite's  name  Lecefler  {d\    The 
Earls  of  Derby,  and  Shrewfbury,  wrote  to  the 
chancellor,  and  the  treafurer,  two  days  after 
the  death  of  Leicefter,  a  letter  of  condolence, 
on  the  death  of  their  noble  frende  the  Erie  of 
Lekefter ;   and  to  offer  their  fervices  to  the 

(A)  Inquiry,  72:  Whether  the  text  of   The  Mifcellg^  ^ 
Hious  Papers  has  Leycefterre,  or  Leifcefterrc,  is  fomewhat 
dcubtfuK 

[c)  See  a  very  Ihort  letter  from  Leycefter,  and  Cecil, 
to  Lord  Shrewfbury,  in  Lodge's  II.  vol.  ii.  p.  20 ;  and,  * 
though  they  both  had  frequent  letters  from  Lord  Shrewjbury\ 
yet,  they  addreffed  him  by  the  name  of  Shrovejbury :  And 
Bur^ey  is  fo  little  uniform  in  fpelling  the  name  of  a  no- 
bleman, with  whom  he  was  &miliar|  that  he  calls  him 
Bhrowlbury.  [lb.  164.] 

{4)  lb.  i64« 

Queen, 
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Qgceii(^)-.  Mr.  ScGxctaiy  Walfyngham  prc^ 
ferred  Lesccfkcr  to  LeyccHa  (Jf) :  And  the 
hoiA  BuekhurA  followed  his  example  (^). 
Elizabetib  calls  him  ibmetimes  L^oc&cv^  and 
alfa  "  our  cofin,  the  Earl  of  i^icefter  {b)\* 
So  littler  conlifteocy  had  Befs  in  her  fpelling, 
of  her  coopn%  names^  that  fhe  wrote  Shretc^i-* 
bury,  and  Sbrcw^jbury,  in  the  fame  (i)  epiftle ; 
omitting,  by  fyncopCy  the  c  in  the  firft,  as  if 
to  proteft  a^nft  the  theory  of  our  pertina-* 
cuous  eritic. 

Buti  the  fcepticsfm  of  the  public  accufer 
is  not  to  befhaken.  From  having  jufl  thrown 
his  eyes  oa  the  books  of  the  privy  council^ 

{•)  The  Bilhop  of  Carlifle  alfo  caJIcd  him  Leicefter. 
fib.  172.]  In  die  map  of  Wcftminfter,  John  Norden  has 
ild9P^ccfte»4lMvle$  in  the  map^  LondontX/i>ceftter*howfe> 

(/)  Cahda,  part  ad.  pw^g. 

fe)  »•  44-5- 

{by  lb.  26*  Mr.  Malone  is  politlve,  that  the  favourite 
•*  always  wrote  it  jt<fccfl:?r."  [Inquiry,  72.]  Yet,  fee  a  ge- 
nuine letter  of  Lciccfter*s,  in  his  Z//>,  1727,  appendix  No.6i 
whereinhe  figned  *'  Rob.  iWccfter;"  And  fee  Peck's  De^ 
Jiderata^  104,-5-6-11-12-13-14;  wherein  he  figncd  R.  Le- 
cefter>  half  a'  dozen  times;  and  often  Ro,  Lecefter.  [lb.  97 
—  104-S,]  There  are,  in  Peck's  Desiderata,  feveralof 
Leicefter's  letters,  which  prove,  that  Leiccfter  had  not  any 
uniformity  in  hi^  fignatuie,  either  in  his  title,  or  baptifmal 
name. 

(i)  Lodge  XL  vol.  ii.  82. 

on 
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aa  fome  cloudy  dUy^  be  gn>W9^  iif naer  ia  hia 
Sailh.  In  thoiie  curious^  and  inftnftifU9e»  re^ 
fords^  he  finds^  with  fharpet  0ght  thaa  otfa«vs» 
what  no  other  perufer  had  ever  found  in;  them  v 
♦*  For,"  he  fays, « the  Quccn^  it  ia  well  hemn^ 
*•  cmfiantly  attended  the  fittings^  of  her  prrvyr 
**  counciF/'  ♦*  and  took  fo  ai^ire  a  part  at 
^  what  was  doing,  that  we  may  be  furc  £hc 
•*  periifed  the  rcgifter  of  each  day's  proceed^ 
^^  ings  ;  which  (he  could  not  look  at  withoot 
^^  the  name  of  Leycefteu  almoft  conftantly 
**  prefcnting  itfelf  to  her,  while  he  was  ia 
^  England  (  a  lift  of  the  councillors  prefent 
^  being  always  fct  down)  (i)«''-^Now,  I  joirt 
iflue  with  the  public  accufer  on  his  feretai 
ji^tions  i-^^ Whoever  has  peru&d  the  coun^* 
cil  regiflers  o£  the  Queen's  i:eign  nnsll  krumsi 
that  (be  did  kot  conjkmtly  attend  the  fittings 
of  her  privy  council*  The  record,,  containing 
the  frefence^  or  fpecification  of  the  counfrlkrt 
prefent,  contradifts  the  averment  of  the  pub- 
lic accuftr,  which  he,  as  a  lawyer^  ought  not 
to  have  m^de.  I  will  not  (9[uote  the  regjifter^ 
generally,  in  confutation*  of  his  cmfidem^i 
bccaufe  artifice  deals  in  generab  :  But,  I  (juote* 

(^)  ln<{aii7t:7a-3^;«-*whic)}  I  have  printed,  aaJSij^  a», 
{be  pflagQ  is  in  the  books^ 

the 
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the  regiftere  of  the  prefence,  fpecifically,  in 
order  to  prove,  that  flie  was  not  prefent,  on 
the  1 11  of  June  1586,  at  Green\Vich;  on  the 
loth,  at  the  Star-chamber;  on  the  12th,  at 
Greenwich  f  bathe  17th  of  July,  at  Rich- 
mond ;  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  at  Windfor : 
Nor,  was  (lie  prefent  on  the  21ft  of  Novem- 
ber 1587,  at  Ely-houfe,  in  Holborn;  nor,  on 
the  .23d,  at  the  lord  treafurer's,  in  Covent- 
garden ;  nor  at  Ely-houfe^  on  the  28th ;  nor; 
at  Somerfet^houfe,  on  the  loth  of  December ; 
nor,  at  Greenwich,  on  the  24th  :  Nor,  was 
jflbe  prefent,  at  the  Star-chamber,  on  the  6th 
of  February  1588  ;  nor,  at  Greenwich,  on  the 
1 2th  of  April;  nor  at  Hackney y  on  the  igt6, 
when  the  Lord  of  Leycefterre  was  prefent ; 
Bor,.at  Greenwich,  on  the  21ft  of  April 
I588(/)..  And,  thefe  fpecifications  are  alone 
fufficient  to  fhow.the  prudence  of  the  law  of 
England,  which,  contrary  to  the  practice  of 

(/)  The  rcgifters.  No.  6,  and  7,  comprehending  the 
years  1585-6-7-8,  demonftrate,  that  the  Queen  did  not 
c^n/lantly  attend i  that  the  councils  did  not  meet  dailyj  as  the 
in<iairer  aifots ; — [Inquiry,  92]  And  that  the  number  of 
privy  counfellon,  in  her  reign,  was  eighteen^  and  twenty^ontj 
inftead  of  ten  or  twelve.^  as  he  avers,  in  the  (ame  page : 
And,  I  have  gone  over  the  regifters  thus  minutely;  in 
order  to  (how  the  boldnefs  of  the  public  accufer,  in  questing 
the  books  of  the  privy  council}  for  what  they  do  not  contain.  * 

the 
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the  public  accufcr,  will  not  allow  any  averm 
ment  againft  a  record. 

Yet,  in  oppofition  to  both  laWy  and  logic,  he 
continues  his  averments.  "  We  may  be  furc/* 
he  fays,  **  the  Queen  perufed  the  regifier  of 
each  day's  proceedings  {m).'*  Nay;  Afchaip, 
Hm^  fcolemajier  of  Elizabeth,  gives  a  very  dif- 
ferent account  of  her  daily  ftudies.  He  calls 
out  fhame  upon  the  yonge  jentlemen  of  Eng-r 
land,  who  did  not  **  bcftow  io  many  houres 
*•  dayly,  orderly,  and  conftantly,  for  the  in:- 
*'  creaie  of  learning,  as  dothe  the  Queene-s 
'^  Majeftie  herfelf :"  And  he  adds,  "  yea,  ihc 
"  readeth  more  Greeke  every  day,  than  fome 
*'  prebendarie  of  this  church  doth  read  Latin 
^  in  a  whole  weeke  («)."  Now,  I  leave  it  to 
the  judgment  of  every  difcreet  perfon,  whether 
th^fcolemajler  of  Elizabeth,  or  the  public  ac- 
cufcr,  could  beft  know,  and  moft  truly  tell, 
what  Elizabeth  daily  perufed;  whether  the 
Greek  claffics,  or  the  council-regifters.  But, 
I  will  admit,  for  the  purpofe  of  argument^ 
that  flic  did  perufe  the  regifters;  which,  fays  [o) 
he,  "  She  could  not  look  at  without  the 'name 
**  of  Leycefter  almoft  conftantly  prefentiug 

{m)  Inquiry,  73*       («)  The  Scolcmaftcr,  1571,  p.  2i# 
{0)  Inquiry,  7 Jr  • .    .  '  . 

'*  itfelf 
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^^  itfelF  to  her/*  She  faw,  then,  on  the  regif. 
tcrof  the  ift  of  April  15&7,  Leyceftr^,  and 
Jjekc&cr  {f)  :  "So  ttect,  from  a  ca^wfbl  pcpufal 
cf  the  cduncfl-regifters,  fhe  might  have  leamt 
to  :^ell  tlie  name  of  her  favourite  in^  differ- 
ent forms  ;  fince  it  is  found  there,  in  ^x  dif^ 
tinSl  foariettes.  "  Now,  if  you  can  blafh,  anfl 
**  cry  guihy,  cardinal,  you'll  fliew  a  Kttlc 
»«  -honeftyr* 

'HBtrt,  the  poblic  accufer  goes  on,  coo)!)^ 
to  (^)'dtfcufs,  whether  EKz^beifh  corfld  havft 
leen,  ert!hcr  in  the  conncil-regifters,  ^or  iii 
iprinted  books,  the  word  compiimenty  whidh 
was  nt^  tnown,  in  \^t  age,  in  the  modef n 
ienrfe.     He  certainly  ftiews  great  reading,  in 

(p)  The  regiftcr,  No.  7,  p.  311.;  and^ja  p.  3a8>  Lcfc 
odkre.i  aiid:p.  337,  the  name  is  fpelt  Leicefter,  «Leiceftrc^ 
<^np.  340,  the  name  is  fpelt  Leiceftre:  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember, (he  4aw  Lcicefter^  and  Leiceftre^  Leycefter,  and 
Leycettre :  And,  in  die  5th  regifter,  p.  423,  -fhe  might 
liave  feenX>eyceft#r,.-^He  is  named,  by.a  document^of  the 
4io  £linbetli,  inthe^aper  office,  the  Earl  ofLfftery  maftv 
4S(  ^the  horie;  -And  he  is  called  Lecf/ia'^  in  Nichols's  .Pro<- 
ffczS&iy  vol.  K  p^-^i  and  in  Peck's  Dejiierata%  118: — 
Upoa  the  whole,  I  have  fliewn  ilght  varieties,  in  fpeHing 
itbe  name  of {/eioefbr,  <whi<ih •Elizabeth  both.may>have  fben, 
|uid  might  have  copied. 

(f)  Inquiry,  76-fc 

many 
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naay  {r^  di'dlionaries ;  in  order  to  prove,  that 
che  Queen  could  neither  compliment  hcrfelf, 
»K)r  be  cemplimefited  hy  men  of  -compliments* 
Strange  !  that  for  fach  a  purpofe,  he  woulcl 
rst0&ck  -the   ftorchoiifcs  cff  learning,  rather 
than  look  into  the  fkOiicms  of  life.    He  might 
liave  found  an  affcfting  letter  to  the  Earf  xX 
Sou^ampton,  frona  the  Eari  of  Eflcx,  when  it 
m>as  under  fentence  gjT  (  s  )  deaths  which  had  fevei 
YAaiSM  much  trouble,  and  the  trefledions  ofhis 
readers : — ^^  My  X.di»d ;  as  neither  nature,  nor 
•*  cuftom,  ever  made  me  a  xxi2Lfi  of  complin 
♦*  mmts\  ib  BOW  I  Aall  liave  lefs  will  'than 
•'  heretofore  to  ufe  foch  ceremonies,  when  1 
'*  have  left  to  Martha  to   be  fdlicita  circa 
'^  mtttta^  and  bdlicve  with  Mary,  that  mum 
*'  /nffi^ii'  iBtit,  it  is  no  ctm^Iiment^  or  cere* 
**  mony,  but  a  real  and  neGeflary  duty,  that 
**  one  friend  owes  to  another  in  abfencc,  and 
**  efpccially  at  their  leave  taking/'     We  .per- 
ceive, then,  though  the  fcepticiixn  of  our  critic 

(r)  In  Edwaid  PhUips  [Phiffips]  New  World  of  mrd^ 
iR^cb,  he  thinks,  frft  appeared  in  1659,  [1658]  we  haiFc 
compliment  in  its  original,  and  fecondary  fenfe.  [Iiujuiry, 
p.  78.3  He  knows  not,  he  fays,  when  the  firft  edition  o^ 
Coles's  £;i^///t&  Diaionary  was  publifhed.  [Ib..8r.}  The 
title-page  of  my  copy  (hows  it  to  have  been  publiflied,  ia 
1676;  as  his  Latin  Dt!ftion4ry  was  6rft  printed,  in  1677. 

(1)  Howard's  Col.  p.  52. 

cannot 
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cannot  fee  it,  how  common  the  word  was,  in 
that  age.  Shakfpeare  has  the  very  expreflion 
of  Effcx,  "  A  man  of  compliments  (/)/'  "  He 
'*  obferved  few  compliments^  in  m^ttters  of 
.*«  arms,"  fays  Sydney,  at  an  earlier  period. 
-Yet,  the  public  accufer  can  fcarcely  be  per- 
iuaded,  that  the  fubfliantive  compliment^  was 
4ifed  in  Elizabeth's  reign  [u] :  But,  he  is  pofi- 
tivc^  that  the  verb  to  compliment  did  not  then 
cxift*  Hamlet,  however,  when  the  playcrj 
came  to  entertain  him,  faid  i  **  Gentlemen,  you 
f*  are  welcome  to  Elfinoor;  your  hands :  come^ 
^  then;  the  appurtenance  of  welcome  is  fafbion> 
*'  and  ceremony :  let  me  compliment  with  you 
'*  in  this  garbe  (v)."  Mr.  Malone,  indeed,  has 
difpkced  compliment^  and  inferted  comply^  in 
its  (w)  room,  though,  with  what  propriety,  I 

(/}  Love's  Labour  Loft,  a6l  t,  f.  i  ^  as  Mr.  Malone 
allows :  And  fee  Ayfcough's  Lidex  in  Vo.  Compliments^ 
how  frequently  Shakfpeare  has  the  word,  and  has  it  oftener 
than  the  Index  {hows ;  as  he  alfo  has  the  adjeflive  cof/tpli^ 
ment0ly  which  is  coofyn  to  the  rerb. 

[u)  The  Englifli  ambaflador,  Sir  Henry  Neville,  wrote 
from  Paris,  on  the  20th  of  February  |J^  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cecil:  "I  went  to  complenuntlfe  with  the  extraordinary 
**  ambaflador  of  Venice :— our  fpeech  was  little  befides 
**  complirrUnts :  —  We  parted  with  kind  compliments.*^ 
[Winwood's  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  154.] 

(i;)  Hanmer's  Edit.  1745.  vol.  vi.  p.  360. 

(u/)  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  ix.  p.  269. 

will 
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will  not  inquire,  \  I  will  now  produce  ^ 
authority^  which  the  public  accufer  cannot  4fe 
readily  difplace^  nor  eaiily  diipute.  Aa¥>ng. 
the  inftrtiSiiqnsy  which  Lord  Burghley  left  to 
his  fon,  Robert  Cecil,  there  is  the  following 
precept :  "  Be  furc  to  keep  fome  great  man 
^*  thy  friend,  but  trouble  him  not  for  trifles. 
"  Compliment  him  often  with  many,  yet  fmall 
•*  gifts,  and  of  little  charge  (;c)/'  Now,  here 
is  the  verb  to  compliment,,  exprefsly  ufed  \if 
Lord  Burghley,  who  perfectly  knew  what  he 
wrote,  bpth  as  to  fentiment,  and  ilyle.  But^ 
whether  Marfton,  the  fatirift,  knew  his  own 
meaning,  in  the  following  lines,  I  pretend 
not  to  divine:— 

^  But,  now  thh  jiiglffy  with  the  worlds  conient, . 

^  Hath  halfe  his  ibul  -,  the  other,  compliment^ 

■^  Mad  world  the  wbilft.    But,  I  forget  me,  I, 

«*  I  am  reduced  with  this  poefie  (y)" 
Without  pretending  to  know,  whether  Mar- 
ilon  intended,  in  this  poe^e,  to  ufe  comp/imenfp 

{x)  Peck's  Defideratay  vol.  i.  p.  49*  Sir  George  Bu« 
has  the  following  expreffions,  in  his  Dedication  of  the  Trea*- 
lifc^  on  r*f  Third  Univerjity^  to  Sir  Edward  Coke»  dated 
the  i2th  of  Auguft,  1612:  «<  And  albeit  I  doe  not  (in  com^ 
**  pUmenting  manner)  make  daily  profeffion  of  this  my  obli* 
gttion,  as  many  ufe  to  do;  yet,  &c.  [Howe's  Chronkl% 
1065.]  Here  is  the  participle  of  the  verb  to  compltmentm 

{y)  Marfton*s  Scourge  of  VUlanic^  x599>  Sjg%  H  a  :«^ 
Stuborum  plena  funt  omnia. 

H  as 
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Jb  «  fvAAmtive,  or  A  vtrh^  I  will  only  ^d»  for 
4le  tAt  ef  ^hiott,  who  arc  curious  in  tracing 
llic  ntitiificatioite  of  our  langiKtge,  as  it  Sfuts, 
hhffhmmesy  and  fitdes,  that  thcr6  was  pub- 
lifted^  before  the  Reftonaion.  iAitArt^\ss) 
C^mpRmenting ;  an  art,  whidi  was  fufficiently 
known,  and  often  pradifed,  during  Elizabeth's 
fetgn* 

'  Prom  a  tlifquifition  on  compfiihcnts,  it 
Hfts  cafy  to  diverge  to  the  epithet,  prettye. 
The  ufage  of  the  times  did  not  allow  Elisft^ 
beth,  as  the  public  accufer  pretends,  to  com* 
pliment  the  pretty e  t;^^/?^/  of  Shakfpcare*  Skel« 
ion  had  diewn  her  father  how  a  parmt  could 
be  {a)  praiicd ;  ufing  the  very  epithet : 
«« Ptoot  tta  goocBjr  byrd,  a  fretiy  popagejr: 
^  High,  ha,  ha;  parrot,  je  can  bugh^r^i^, 

A'c  ham  put  the  epithet,  no  doubt,  into 
**  theynkhom*'  of  his  "Mayden"  Scholar: 
For,  he  indites  of  "  Men  in  Italy,  who  were 
**  fo  unnatural,  as  to  hate  prettU  yong  vir- 

*  {*)  S«  Wifi  Interpreter^  the  3d  edit.  1671.  «Prcfixe* 
^  M  a  fijgure  of  Sbakipeare,'*  which  emulates  the  ^  Cbanda* 
f^Jau  canvas,''  for  its  great  likene&  of  the  gentle  original. 
James  Shirley  imbtUhed,  in  1631,  a  comedy,  entitled,  ^  7i# 
tf  Sii§ol  of  Cm^bamnts-r  which  wai  repuhlilhed,  widi  his 
phynia  1653. 

>  <tfj  «  Bokes  of  SkdbttH  poeClaureat:**  j>m*  farrot^ 
kc  liprinted  by  Abraham  Wealth  without  die  ywr, 

5  f'  ginncs/* 


«  ginBes  (^)/'    And,  ^lakfpem  bimftif  Im» 
the  woid»  in  the  fonnett^  wtiidi  he  £nk  t9 
Elizabeth^  bjr  die  Lord  ChanAerkynt: 
^  Looldfig  with  f  fifty  nith  upmAy  RM  (r).'^ 

Our  great  dftmatift  brought  upon  ttf  ioanb 
a  ^  wench  of  acctlknt  diicourie,  pretty^  and 
'«  mtty{d):'  Yet,  our  ibeptkal  cikk  doubts, 
**  whether  the  epithet  /rrf/y  was  then  ap-« 
*^  piicd  to  written  compofitiont  (^)."  Mar« 
ilon  would  havtf  removed  his  doubts,  had  he 
looked  into  the  fatirift's  '^  Scourge  of  Vil^ 
••  lanie  t"~ 

^  Whatfoe'iie  h^  vinyes^  diats  pnty^  prety  good» 
^  That  epithete  hath  not  that  fprightly  hioD4«'' 


{h  )  Schokmafler,  1571,  p.  29.-^10  the  Pb^nix  Nefl^ 
imprinted  by  Jackfim,  in  1593,  p.  59>  Thomas  Lodge  has 
the  foDowing  couplet : 

«*  For  pittie /firrtf  eies  furceafej 

^'  To  give  me  wznc,  and  grant  me  peace/' 
In  a  comcdji  which  was  written  about  the  year  x6o2,  and 
entitled   **The  Return  from  Parnaffus,"*^  Furor  Poeticus 
erics  out:    «<Come  pretty  fhort  nosM  nymph j   O  fwect 
«  Thalia,  I  do  kifs  thy  foot."-— /«r^  immediately  adds; 

**  He  is  a  fretty  inventor  of  flight  profe; 

<«  But,  there's  no  fpirit  in  Jui  grov'liog  (peedu** 

{c)  MaL  Sup.  vol  i.  p.  690 ;  fcanet  13a. 

{i)  Gomoty  «f  Enrors,  a.  3,  U  u         (/}  latpify,  7J1 

H  3  MarftoQi 
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Mflrf(tDd»  ^drcoD<liJig  front  \a»  general  to{tfc, 
addrefied  a  faifire,  '^  Ad  'Rithnnm  :rr^   . 

^  Covae  prffty  jdeafing  f jvBjpbonie  of  word  (/}/' 
Now,  the  ver/e  of  Marfton  was  a  written  com- 
pofition  {g).'  But>9ur  fceptical  criticmight  have 
completely  cleared  up  bis  moft  (cep^ical  doubts^ 
by  reading  any  page  of  WEBrft's  Dif^mr/e  of 
Englijh  Poetry^  which  was  printed,  in  1586. 
Treating  of  the  different  fpecies  of  poefie^ 
Webbe  fays,  "  the  third  kind  is  9l  pretty  round 
••  ycrfe/'  He  fubjoins;  **  Behold  the  ^r^//;f 
"  paftoral  contentions  of  Virgil  in  the  third 
"  aeglogc/'  To  this  he  adds,  that  Abraham 
Fleming  has  many  prety  poefis  [poems]  of  his 
own.  We  here  fee,  that  Webbe  decifively 
applies  the  epithet  pretty  to  written  compo- 
fitions,  as  Elizabeth  applied  the  fame  epithet 

(/)  Three  Bookes  of  Satyres:  Printed  by  J.  R.  Anno 
Dom.  1599,  Sig'.  D; 

*«  Be  not  fo  fearful  (prettj  foulcs)  to  mee te, 
*•  Aa  FUccus  is  the  fergeant's  face  togrcetc." 

ig)  Sec  the  Dedication  of  Florio's  IForld  of  IFords^ 
1598,  where,  in  fpeaking  of  writers,  he  fayf,  ^Boccace  is 
^<  prettie  hardy  yet,  underftood:  And  our  William  Thomas 
<<  hath  done  pnttiJif/* — Wi\Uam  Thomas  had  publilhed 
«  The  Italian  Grammar  and  Diflionary."  [Herbert,  875} 
-—On  the  margin  of  the  tranflation  of  Herodotus,  imprinted 
by  John  Day,  in  1583,  fol.  21,  b,  there  is  the  following 
note :  M  A  Prety  Difc9i»rfi\  (hewing  the  means  how  Crce- 
^  fus  and  Aftyages  came  to  be  of  a  kinne." 

to 
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to  the  prcttyc  vcrfcs  of  Shakfpcare.     During 

that  age,  it  became  proverbial  to  fay,  "  Every 

**  thing  is  prettie,  when  it  is  httie.''    John 

Taylor,  the  water-poet,  wrote   an  epigram, 

upon  the  proverb : 

'^  There  is  zfoying  M^  but  not  fo  wittie, 

«  That  when  a  thing  is  little,  it  is  freUie  : 

**  This  doating  ag^  of  oiir*s  it  finely  fits; 

"  Where  many  men,  thought  wife,  have  pretty  wit8(A)/' 

But,  whatever  iiouks  our  fceptical  critic 

may  have  about  the  epithet  pretty,  he  has 

none  about^the  impropriety  of  the  word  our^ 

felfe,  as  an  unity :    He  ha$  never  found  it  ill 

any  •manufcript  of 'that  age,- written  as  ont 

word.     In  the  copious  volume  of  our  lan^ 

guage,  he  cculd  not  have  found  a  word  mord 

variouily  joined,  and  disjoined,  than  tlie  pro- 

i\o\xr\felf(t).     It  was  from  Elizabeth  her-felf^ 

^at  he  learned  to  make  a  disjundive  of  thiS 

copulative,  fe^.     When  the  Queen  thankdl 

the  Earl,  and  Countefs  of  Shrewfbury  for  their 

{h)  Works,  1630,  p.  264,  Taylor  was  born  in  1584; 
and  was,  of  courfe,  the  contemporary  of  Shakfpeare,  though 
twenty  years  younger:  The  waterman  muft  have  often 
fculUd  Shakfpeare,  who  is  faid  to  have  lived  on  Tbe  Bitmt* 
fidi:  They  muft  have  chopped  verfes  together.  If  the  con- 
verfations  of  the  greateft  dramatift,  with  the  greateft  water- 
poet,  could  be  retrieved,  what  a  prodigious  difcovery  it  would 
be:  Let  us  not  defpair !  Shakfpcare  has  the  fiune  play  on 
fretty  and  /////f,  in  Lvu^i  Labour  Lojl. 

(/)  See  Johnfon,  in  Vo.yJ^ 

H  3  rare 


rare  prefent  to  her  paramdur,  Leicefter^  ihe 
{k)  Wrote  1  ^  in  how  thaiickiul  ibrtc  we  ac- 
^^  cept  the  ikme  at  both  your  hands^  not  ad 
*^  done  unto  him  but  to  ^  owne/el/l  reputing 
"  him  as  annotber  ourfelfJ*  We  herein  fcc^ 
indeed,  how  Elizabeth  could  feparate,  and 
conjoin,  her  deareft  objeft.  But,  our  inquirer 
ought  to  have  gone  back,  to  her  grandfather's 
time,  for  a  genuine  fpecimen  of  the  unity  of 
the  word  felf.  Lord  Bacon  (/)  fays,  that  the 
inilrudioAS^  which  Henry  7th  gave  to  his  am- 
haflidorst  when  he  feat  them  to  woo  the 
ywi%  QgecQ  of  Napks,  were  t^fmjitely  pen- 
lied»  Here  they  are  (^):  ^^  loftru^ionns  geven 
^  by  the  Kinges  HighnefTe  to  his  trttfty  and 
'*  well  beloved  ferrauntes  Franceys  Marfyn, 
^  James  Ba^broket  and  John,  Stile,  (hewing 
a*  how  they  ifaall  order  Z^/;;/^^  when  they  fiiaU 
^  come  to  the  preience  of  the  old  Quene  of 
^  Naples  and  the  young  Qucne  hir  doughter."* 
'The  anfwers  arc  ftill  more  exqui/itely  penned. 
A  fhort  example  will  prove  fcveral  points: 
'^  As  we  be  informyd  that  the  faid  quynes 
*•  have  their  logcynges  everycbe  of  theym  fe* 

(i)  Lodge,  IL  voLii.  155,        (fl  Hiftory  of  Henry  7.. 

(m)  ^e  inftru6tions  of  Henry  7th  to  his  s^mbafladors 
were  printed  for  Becket  and  De  Hondt,  in  1761. 

.  **  veral 


*'  reral  by  tbeyn^lft  aad  €V€rycbi  of  theymf 
^*  have  their  fervaotes  men  women  and  fclavp 
'^  by  /i&i^r/nr  ^y^  hot  w*  ftpndeynge  die  £ud 
**  quyiies  do  kepe  their  aftates  &  howfe 
''  holdys  bothe  jointly  togethers  as  om  hoiife«- 
«  hold/'— And,  Henry  8th  did  not  difparagfc 
the  ftyle  of  his  father  {n).  This  expif/be 
writing  had  sot  become  quite  unfafhionable 
in  Elizabeth's  days.  In  her  aforefaid  letter 
of  thanks  to  Lord  and  Lady  Shrewfbury,  ihe 
tells  them  ;  **  Ye  mi^ht  diink  ytmrft^es  thoft 
^^  unhappye  yf  yae  frved  [here  is  a  fine  ipe^ 
•*  cimea  of  the  fj/nc9f€\  fuch  a  prince  as 
^  ihould  not  be  as  readye  gratyouflie  to  cod-- 
^'  fider  of  yt  or  thankAdlie  to  aeknowled^ 
**  the  iame*'*  Si^^  at  that  refplendent  pe- 
riod»  was  much  u6d  in  compofition ;  and,  by 
Shakfpeare,  often  very  harihly,  as  JohAfon  has 
well  exemplified  (&)•   Yet,  Spenfer  has  paiiit- 

(ff)  tn  Henry  8th.  Anfinrt  unU  m  tirUtym  letter  M 
Mar^  Ladber^— ^mhicfa  boke,  fiucfa  tiie  rojiil  author,  fRe 
^  regardyt^  (as  it  was  worAy)  cotempned  and  nat  wolde 
**  vottdie  fife  any  thing  to  reply  repMQcng  ^rnrfi^  in 
*'  Qirift'^,€aiifi^  (nat  to  good  with  a  right  meaiie  man  to  rea* 
^  fim  or  cotrary)  but  nothing  metdy  frutdelle  with  a  kude 
*«  Fieie  to  nyle."  [Hcibcrfs  Printers,  yol«  u  p,  298.] 

(^)  Johnfon,  in  Va  Se^. 
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«d  ^^,  A>  ftrikingly^  as  to  furniih  our  artiil 
^th  a  fine Yttbjcft : 
r     .  c<  BMbre  the  door,  £it)Ei^«c»nruiniiig  A^r^> 
:^       /<  Day  ancUnli^  keepings  wsiry  wacch>and  ward." 
..  .  RccoUcSing  Shakfpcarc's  weiich  of  excellent 
difcourft^   our    fceptical    critic   only   hefitates 
Jiflike  to  tjic  fxceUence  of  Shakfpe^re's  vcrfes, 
^  cxpncflibd,  by  Elizabeth.   ^Hc  calls  on.  the 
.beliqvers,  to  produce  an  example  of  the.  word 
excellence,  being  applied,  in  that  ^gc,  to  written 
compofi  tion5 :  He  knojvs  of  no  fuch  example  ( *}. 
.Had  he  looked  iflto  the  Concordance^  he  ^ould 
have  found  in  the  Englilh  Biblc^  the  worpl  <Ajr 
eellence  applie4  to  almoft  every  thing  in  art,  or 
natifre,  written  and  unwritten  {g)-    , 

H^  doth  not,  however,  hejitate  diflike  to  the 
word  amufe:  He  was  qqite  fcandalized,  that 
Elizabeth,  who  underflood  eight  languages, 
ihould  u&  the  word  amuze,  which,  in  its  pre* 
fent  tenfe,  is  perfectly  modern  (r).  He  runs 
over  the  beadroU  of  di<5iionaries;  of  Barrett, 
and  Bullokar,  Cawdrey,Cockeramf  and  Kerfey, 

(p)  Inquiry,  79. 

(f  ][  Sec  the  Colophon  of  7be  hyjlory  Sege  and  iiftruc- 
tim  tfli'^.crfi^  printed  by  Pynfon  in  1513: 

"  Go  lytell  boke  (and  put  the' in  the  grace 
"  Of  hym  ihati«)  msAa^tA  i^ettlUnct,^* 

(r)  Inquiry,  81. 

Sherwood 
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Sherwood^  and  Philips  [Phillips] ;  in  ordef  to 
mike  out  his  point*  Coles  is  the  firft  lexicon 
grapher,  who  furnifhed  him  with  an  example 
of  ^^ amufe^'  to  put  [one]  "in  a  dump/' 
chough  he  knows  not  when  Coles  firft  pub* 
liihcd  his  EngUOi  Diftionary  (j).  Why  wiU 
our  critic  maki^  a  parade  with  his  lexicogra* 
phers,  without  looking  into  the  very  didion« 
ary^  which  would  have  ihown  him  amufe  in 
the  prefent  fenfc.  In  Howel's  Lexicon  "tetra^ 
gkttm^  an  Englifh- French- Italian -Spanifh 
DiAionary,  which  he  compiled^  before  the 
Reftoration,  and  publifhed  in  (/)  i66o>  our 
inquirer  would  have  found  to  amufe^  amufed^  an 
amufer,  an  amuftment.  It  were  worthy  of  his 
philological  diligence  to  inquire^  whether  lan- 
guage exifted  before  di<^onaries ;  or  didiona- 
nes  before  language.  His  inquiries  would  pro- 
bably find  thaty  though  the  Englifh  language 
had  been  fpoken»  and  written^  &r  ages,  yet^ 
that  the  origin  of  Eiiglifh  dictionaries,  and  the 
birth  of  Elizabeth,  have  nearly  the   fame 

(i)  )t  was  firft  publiihed,  in  1676. 

(i)  This4argc  petce  of  Jnduftrj^  was  dedicated  by  Howel 
to  Charles  2d,  in  May  1660,  ^^when  the  difmal  clowd, 
^  which  bad  put  a  fea  of  reparation  between  the  king  and 
^  his  fubje^,  was  fcattered  in  lefs  than  twihit  h9kr$y  toihe 
^  wwdennenl  of  mankind/' 

*    -    '  epoch. 
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€poch{u).  Ag  amuibeMnte  had  lobg  fi»Acd 
M  Ecigland ;  fo  the  word^  in  its  varions  ioaoh 
extfted  tfaere^  be&re  Hawdl  placed  tfamn  io 
Jm  alphabet*  Co^rave^  as  quoted  by  Mn 
Malone^  certainly  ufed  the  word  am0^9  io 
1611,  If  it  exifted  in  our  language  IxibK 
Howell  ufed  it ;  may  not  the  word  haire  alfo 
exifted  ib  it^  before  it  was  written  by  Cot^ 
grav^  I  Elisabeth,  and  Sfaakfpeare^  wne.oot 
enly  amoied  themielves,  but  were  the  caule 
of  amufement  in  otfaer€»  before  CotgcaviCt 
^  the  pioneer  of  literature,  was  driven  by  the 
*^  fear  c^  tyil,  to  labour  at  one  of  the  iMirer 
^  enpIoy«neQis  of  life/' 

Yett  ifi^  it  one  of  the  ^lilacies^  whidi 
•boQod  kk^Jbe  Inquiry ^  to  iuppoi^  that a^fnord 
cloeo  not  excft  in  our  language,  becaufp  the 
critic  cannot  £nd  it  in  his  liiirary.  If  a  dic«> 
tionary  be  a  JHe&kn,  railier  than  a  calkSum^ 
4if  the  words  in  our  wtatemaM  Ejtglyjhe  ^  a  die* 
tionary  cannot  aflbri  a  dcdfive  proof  ^  the 
fjoft-exiAenoe  of  a  woid,  in  £om&  other  book, 

[u)  111  fa£t,  there  did  not  fixift»  «t  the  iardi  of  Eli^abethy 
any  di£tippary  pf.^oure  inaternall  Englyfhe  tongue:'*  as 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fiknce  dl  Herbert,  though  diere 
doubtkfs  were  vocabularies  of  Engiiih  and  Latin :  The 
Frmptdrius  Puemrtm^  printed  byPynfon,  in  1459,  '^'^^  the 
firft  Engftjty  and  Latin,  (fiftionaiy.  Herbert,  vol.  i,  p.  2+8. 

which 
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which  die  kjJcographer  miiy  iMV«r  have  nad 
And  it  it  a  fallacj,  whtch^  in  the  &me  nuai« 
nciv  contamifiata  every  page  of  -  die  Impdrf^ 
to  fiippo&»  that  a  word  vras^  for  the  firft  timc^ 
introduced  into  our  fpeech,  when  it  vru  firft 
arranged  in  our  dtftionariet }  as  if  kidcogra-^ 
phy  y^ctt  coeval  virith  oar  lai^:iiage.  Sock 
it  the  ahfuffdity  ofnegMthe  arguments,  which 
are,  as  unfounded  in  ^fi^,  at  they  are  falla* 
ekmis  in  req/bnifig^  A  cridc  muft  he  weak» 
indeed^  who  argues,  that  a  word  does  not 
enft ;  becaufe  he  cannot  find  it :  Still  weaker 
tmA  the  critic  be  to  infift,  that  a  book,  con^ 
fiftmg  of  many  words,  does  not  exift  on  earth  ^ 
becanie  he  cannot  find  it  in  his  library. 
Every  coUedor  of  curious  fpccimens  of  the 
typographic  art  it  ambitious  of  pofleffing 
feme  black-letter  book>  which  Ames  had 
never  feen,  nor  Herbert  ever  heard  of.  It 
is  not,  then,  rati<mal,  for  a  commentator  on 
Shak^eare  to  infift,  diat  a  writing  of  Shak<^ 
ipeare  does  not  erift ;  becaufe  it  is  not  in  his 
colledion  {y).  We  may  fee  this  p<^tion  ex- 
emplified 

(v)  I  happen  ta  poftTs,  among  my  iew  books,  Shak«> 
%eare'8  Vswua  mml  Adonis,  which  was  printed,  in  1627^ 
at  Edinburgh,  by  John  Wreitton,  and  <<  to  bee  fold  in  his 
^  (bop  a  litde  beneath  die  Salt  Trone:  ^    Yet^  this  rare 

book 
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impitAod\  iffv/ktr  iarrmhe/rtyf  Capdl^s  SiaJk^ 
^ariana,k£ta^i  his  rck^^  Ifa  book  may 
he  fouiid  16  fbttie  library,  though  it  be  not  in 
eveiy  library,  may  not  a  word  be  difcavered 
by  the  thoroti^  fearch  of  a  more  penetrating 
4^yc,  although  it  may  have  eicaped  the  vfiiper<- 
£cdal  infpeda^of  a  {cep6c2l  inquirer  ^  In^ 
deed,  ag.onr'goeat  kxioograj^er  has  obferved, 
it  is  bard:  to  keep  a  bujy  eye  fieadHy  fixed  upon 
ffuanefcefit  uOams,  or  ^  a.  difcurfine  mind  Mpon 
Tounejtent  tnMh. 

-  Thus  much  for  the  language  of  ^Elizabeth's 
epiftle  to  Shaldpeare*  We  are  now  to  examine 
^^  juperjcrtptim  %  for  wjiat  it  is,  and  for  what 
it  is  not  (w) .  The  particularity  ^^For  Mafter 
^y  William  Sbak/peare  at  the  Globe  bye  Thames:' 
now*  roufcs'  £:epticifm  from  bis  apathy^  His 
\rarfbipr'%^ould  have  learned,  from  a  little  in* 
quiry,  that  it  was  the  fa/hion  of  tjie  age,  and 
of  EHizabeth,  to  be  very  circumftantial  in  her 
iuperfcriptions  :  Her  laroous  letter  of  thanks, 
which  has  fupplied  fo  many  inftrudkive  no- 
tices, flie  diredcd  '*  To  our  tight  truftie,  and 
**  right  wcl-belovid  Coufin  and   Counfellor 

book  is  not  mentioned  by  Mr*  Malone,  among  the  editions 
of  Shakfpeare's  poems ;  becaule  befuppf^d,  no  doubt,  diat 
it  didnotexift. 

(xtf)  Inquiry,  83. 


«  Th*  Brie  of  Shrewibury,  Md  to  o'.  right 
M  dere  and  right  wcl- beloved  Coufin  th< 
**  Countcffe,  iis  Wjfe  [x)r  Knwwing,  that 
there  wajs  then  only  one  theatre  of  that  Aame, 
ihe  was  ilridly  grammatical^  iv  ^r^dting  ^ 
^  play^r^  and.  writer  of  plays^  at  ^i6f  Globe  1. 
which>  ftaoding  ,on  T[h^  Bankfidf^  was  fitly, 
defcribod  9S.bye  Thaanes.(;^)^  This  nu^dm 
fchol^  would  have  incurred  the  cenfure  of 
Aiichamt  though  at  the  fame  time  enfured  the 
praife  of  Mr.  Malone,  if  (he  had  direi^d  her 
own  aieiTeoger,)  whoever  he  vvjeir;,  the  ma|^r 
of  her  pofts,  or  the  imAer  lof  h«r  revels^^'  ta 
"  make  haft,  haft,  poft  hafttifor  thy.lif  (as)/' 

After  clearing  from.J^is  wa^r  this  tra(h.of 
words,  our  inqWrer  is  r^ady  to  lay  a  ftropg 
foundation  of  fa4|s.    "  The  Globe  Theatre," 

{x)  Lodgc*s  Dluft.  vol.  ii.  p.  1 55 :  And  fee  the  very  par- 
ticular fupcrfcriptions  of  Burghley,  every  where,  in  the 
£une  book.  ^  ^ 

'  {y)  See  Skinner  in  Vo.  "By  from  the  Anglo  Saxon  -B/, 
Big ;  frope^  Juxta :  And  hence,  the  Agnomfti^  qr  By-name. 
See  alfo  Johnfon  in  Vo.By  \  BcTide ;  near  to  3  noting  prox- 
imity of  place ':  The  Globe  was  certainly  Within  eighty 
paces  of  the  river,  hi  that  part,  which  has  l)ecn  gfeatJy  «!• 
croached  on  by  embankment,  during  the  laft  two  centuries. 

{%)  Sec  our  inquircx*8  {w^Uficaikns  in  p.  83-4;  as  if  a 
controvertift,  who  was  cpming  forward  with  an  (maQhro^ 
ni/ky  wanted  fuch  vrrUfity. 

fays 


ftjthe,  ^^  was  not  boilt  at  fS^c  time  to  which 
'•  thu  tetter  muft  be  referred  {a):"  Thfe  let* 
ter>  tken»  WMeitlier^  written  before  the  4th 
of  Septembei'  t$Z% ;  or»  it  Was  never  written : 
Oo  that  day,  (Ale  Bail  of  Ldceftef,  who  was 
iHTited  to  the  pky,  at  Hampton-court,  died^v 
it  Con^ry,  in  Oxfbrd(hirs»  on  his  way  to 
Kenelworth  {b).  If  die  Globe  theatee  were 
not  built  titt  after  the  4tii  of  September  1 58^, 
tfie  anachrobifin  \MMild  certai&fy  pitMre  tfae^aw 
rfournfefs  of  Eliaabeth's  cpiftle.  Yet,  is  it  the 
biAnefs  of  the  public  acculer  to  make  oot  his 
^int  from  fiids,  mthoot  tmfting  to  negative 
reaibnings.  Neitber  Aggtt's  iBapiof  LoiidoD, 
which  is  fopp6M  to  lMt<^  been  nuukt  in  1 568 ; 
Mr  Vertue's  engraviig  of  a  map  of  London, 
in  1560 J  nor  foana*s  mapy ift  1573;  exhibit, 
fays  he,  the  kaft  iMce  ^  any  playfaoufe  {c). 


{a)  Inquiry,  84. 

{b)  Dtigdale's  Warwick,  p*  359 1  die  Life  of  Lcicefler, 
1727*  P*  aSi  :^TIieK  is  a  letter,  nvbich  has  been  alreadjr 
quoted,  in  Lodge's  D.  vol.  ii.  p.  377-8,  dated  oa  tbc  6di  of 
September*  1588,11  SheffeldLod^  inYoiMhire,  tw9  JU^s 
4tfteri^4iaib  of  Letoefter,  from  the  Eads  of  Shrrwlbury 
and  Derby ;  ofiering;  their  condolence,  and  Services :  This 
early  date,  after  his  deceafe,  at  ib  great  a  difiance,  proves 
bovr  ^wetfily  the  great  nm  of  that  reign  had  Acir  infixoui- 
tfoR  of  important  «?cntl» 

{<)  Inquiry,  84. 

As 
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As.  thefe  witnefles  ikj  oothing^  thej  prove 
acrthifig.  His  next  vmoefs  vnll,  6o\shdt&,  be 
more  loquadous,  and  ccmclufive.  ChyttmiUp 
a  Gomant  vifited  London,  in  1579 ;  and,  '^  if 
^  any  foch  building  then  exiikd,  in  South*- 
^  w«rk»  he,  without  doubts  would  have  al-* 
^  luded  to  it{d).*\  Chytneus^  then,  {ftroves  aa 
littkt  m  the  former  witneiTes  {e).  The  public 
aocoTer,  indeed,  admits,  that  there  were  pbys 
mhaHtr*  in  Sottlliwark,  aa  early  as  1579 1 
but  he  defiies,  ^  that  there  w«6  any  regular 
«<  theatre,  on  the  Bankfide^  exprefsly,  built 
^  fyt  femtck  exhibitjons  </):''  Neither  the 
admnii^  nor  the  denying,  here,  prove  any 
things  Now,  the  cooocilHregifters  evince, 
that  there  were,  before  the  year  1581,'^  Cer-? 
**  tain  companies!  of  players  heretofore  ufing 
*'  their  common  exercife.of  playing  withia 
**  and  about  the  city  of  London,  who  were 

(J)  Inquiry,  85. 

{g)  The  council-regiftcr  of  die  joth  November  157?, 
prores,  ^^  that  there  were  certain  players,  within  the  Bo- 
^  rough  of  Soiithwark,  and  other  places  near  adjoining,  in 
•<  that  part  of  Surrey,**  at,  and  before,  that  epoch,  what- 
ever Cbytraeus  may  have  not  feen. 

(/)  Id  :  But  the  council-regifter  of  date  the  nth  of 
M^  r586  proves,  that  there  was  then  a  reguhu-  playhoule, 
in  Sl  Saviour's  parifli,  which  was  emphatically  caHcJ, 
♦*  Thf  Theatric*'  by  the  record. 

**  only 


it»  Jm   apology    (QtriBN  £i.iSAaBTii|^ 

^  only  broogbt  up,  from  their  ybuth,  in  the 
^  pradice,  and  profeflion,  of  muiict  and  play-^ 
*.«  ing(^)/'  The  fedt  is,  ihat  as  early  as  1570^ 
there  were  feveral  regular  pkyhoufes  ereded 
in,  or  about  the  city  of  London  (^6) :  When 
the  pkyhoufes  were  ordered  to  be  pulled  down; 
within  the  city,  in  158b,  the  l^beatre^  irf 
Blackfriars,  efeaped  the  fury  of  the  fanatics  (/)« 
The  perfecution  of  the  drama,  at  that  epoch, 
within  the  city,  probably  drove  the  playwsy 
over  the  Thames,  into  T^be  liBeriy  of  the  Clinks 
in  St.  Saviour's  pariih.  In  October  1587,  the 
inhabitants  of  Southwark  compkined  to  thtf 
privy  council,  that  their  lordfhips'  order,  for 
retraining  pkys,  on  Sundays^  was  not  obf^rved 
in  Surrey,  •*  particularly  within  the  Liberty  of 
•*  the  Clinks  and  in  the  parish  of  St.  Sa- 
"  viour's  (i)/'  Now,  from  thefe  fads,  it  is 
inferible,  that  there  was  a  regukr  theatre; 
within  The  liberty  of  the  Clinks  on  the  Bankfide^ 

(g)  Rcgiftcr,  3cl  December  1581. 

[h)  Mai*  Sbak.  vol..i«  2d  pt.  36  ;  Stecvens's  Shale. 
vol.  ii.  p.  154. 

(/)  Id:  And  (ee  Northbrook's  Treatife  againft  Dicing, 
Dancing,  Plays,  and  Enterludes,  1579,  ^hich  fpeaks  of 
the  Thiotrty  and  Curtain^  and  other  fuch  like  places; 
p.  23-29. 

{k)  Regiftcr,  29th  Oaobcr  X587, 

which 
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which  is  within  that  Liberty  t  And,  Norden'l 
map  of  London,  which  Was  cngraved>  in  1593* 
at  whatever  time  the  furvey  ma/  have  beeii 
made^  exhibits  the  Playboujfe^  on  the  Bank^ 
Jide  ^/).  But>  our  incjuirer  infifts,  though 
without  authority,  **  that  this  was  not  the 
•«  Gldbty  but  thfc  Jlofe  theatre,  which  wa^  fp 
^  denominated  from  Rofe-alley,  hear  which 
^^  it  floods  as  the  Globe  probably  derived  its 
♦*  name  from  Globe-alley  (w).*'  And  he  fixes 
ttpoii  the  year  1 594,  as  the  probable  epoch 
of  the  building  of  the  Globe  theatre*  He  pro- 
duces a  bond^  aiid  a  contra£t^  to  eftablifh  his 
point  :  But,  though  they  prove  fomethingi 
they  do  not  prove  enough  ;  the  bond,  fpeak- 

(/)  Mr.  Malonc  fays,  generally^  in  Soufbtoari  ':  [In- 
quiry, 86.]— But,  thie  fite  of  die  Globe  theiatre  was,  and 
i%  called^  by  the  people  of  the  pafifli,  The  Bankfide.  Se^ 
Stryp€*8  iedittoA  6f  Stbw's  Lcmdon,  vol;  ii.  p;  8. 

[m)  Inquiry,  86 :  But,  Nordeh's  map,  1593,  ^"^  Strype; 
Vd|.ii.  •^,  prove  clearly,  that  Rofe-alley,  and  Globc-alley,  did 
i)Ot  dien  ekift  ;  and  fo,  thefe  alleys  01  iginated  from  die 
theatr^  and  not  the  theatres  from  tbeih :  On  the  bank  of 
the  river,  tAer&  was,  at  that  ^pdch,  ^-  a  row  of  tenements  \*^ 
but  behind  them,'  there  were  gardens,  ahd  ^  p4rk ;  as  Nor- 
den*s  mapj  andStrype,  and  the  PariJB  books  of  St  Saviour's, 
denionftraCe.-^On  the  ladi  of  June  1575,*^  the  Parilhion- 
**  crs  agreed  to  deliver  to  the  Queen's  bams  at  Greenwich 
^  two  loads  6f  firft  cut  hay»  thirty- fix  trufltfs  to  the  Ipad^ 
^  and  fixty  pounds  tO  each  truls/'  [Thf  Parilh  books  of 
Aat  date]. 
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ing,  generally,  of  the  perfbnnance  of  certain 
articles  of  agreements. arid  the  contraft,  rc-» 
ferring,  in  1599*  ta.tb^  Mte  ereSfed  GMe  an 
Tie  Banke  («)•    The  faft  1%^  as  I  have  ihown, 

!:  .-.:''..    ^        ,  '     .     in 

•■♦*•.,  * 

,    _ .  .  .'iij  • ,     . 

(m)   Mn  Malone  iay&  expre&l^  V  thstt  the  Globe  l^e^tM 

<<  was  not  fituated  by  Thamesy^  but  in  JVlaiden-lane,.  a  ftreej 

**  in  South wark  at  [ome  dijtance  from  the  river y  as  is  proved 

**  by  an  authentic  document  in  my  poffeffion.**'  [Inquiry, 

p.  84.  ]    The  contra^,  dated  the  8th  of  Jantiiry  1 599*  1600, 

as  exprefily  refers  <^  to.  the  late  erefied.  playhouft^  on  th^ 

^  BavkEi  in  the  faid  parifh  of  St.  Saviours^  called  The 

**  Globe."  [Mal.Shak.  vol.i.  part  2d.  p.326,  Inquiry,  p.Sj.J 

Now,  thefe  contradi£Uons,  between  our  inquirer,  and  his 

4^wn,  documents,  demonftrate,  that  his  pofitlons  muft  be 

wrong ;  and  of  courfe,  that  his  point  is  unfupported  by  cre« 

dible  proof. — On  the  contrary  ;  I  maintain,  that  the  Globe 

was  fituated  on  the  Bank^  within  eighty  paces  of  the  river, 

^hich  has  fince  receded  from  its  former  limits  \  that  the 

Globe  ftood  on  the  fitc  of  John  Whatley's  wiiwlmfill,  which 

is  at  prefent  ufed  for  grinding  colonrs ;  as  I  was  aiTuired  by 

an  intelligent  manager  gf   Barclay's  brewhoufe^   which 

coversy  in  its  ample  rs^nge,  part  of  Globe  alley  5  and  that 

Whatley's  windmill  ftands  due  fouth,  from  the  weftern  fide 

of  Queenhythc,  by  the.compafs,  which  I  fet  for  the  exprefe 

purpofe  of  afcert^ining  the  relative  bearing  of  the  windmill 

to  the  Qppofite  objedks  on  the  Thames  :  Now,  the  Play- 

HOUSEj  on  Norden*s  map,  ftands  due  fouth  of  die  we^leri) 

iidqof  Queenhythe,  or  Broken-wharff;  b  that^^  as  fer  as 

the  compafs  can  guide  us,  lye  have  demonftration,  that  the 

file  of  Norden's  playhoufe,,  and  of  Whatley's  windmill  is 

the  fame  :   But,  Mr.  Malone  afiures  us  explicitly,  <^  that 

^^  the  Rofe  theatre  flood  mrt  to  the  wejl^^  than  Norden's 

playhoufe  i 
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in  the  note  below,  'that  the  public  accufcr^ 
and  his  own  proofs,  contradid  each  others 
while  both  fhind  oppofed  to  dembnilration* 
Now,  if  there  be  certainty  in  faSs;  if  thcrt 
beany  demonAntion  in  proofs;  it  will.  £d11ow, 
tha:t  he  hae-iaikd,  in  eftublifhing  his  point  i 
and»*  of  iconfequence,  he  is  unwarranted,  in 
his  conchifioii^:-^"  Thus  we  fee.  the  Globe 
**^  theatre  did'  not  exift  at  the  time  to  which 
^'  this  letter  muft  be  referred  (<?).'*  On  the 
contrary,  Norden's  map  is  evidence,  that  the 
Globe  was  hmlt' before  the  year  1593;  and 
the  council-regiiter  is  proof,  that  it  may^ 
probably,  have  exifled,  as  early  as  1586. 

The  public  accufer  now  goes  on,  in  the 
lame  ftrain  of  cohtradidtion,  and  affumption* 
to  compare  the  anachronifm,  which  he  has 
thus  failed  to  eftablilQi,  with  events,  and  dates^ 
which  cannot  be  difputcd#  Leicefter,  who 
was  to  attend  Elizabeth  to  ihe  play  at  Hamp- 
«D« -court,  was  in  HolUnd,  during  the  greateft 

playhoufe;  fo  that,  according  to  bis  ovn\  Jhewinfr^  the  Rofe 
theatre,  and  Nordcn*s  playhoufci  caiiriot  be  the  fame  :  And, 
the  council-regifter  of  the  iith  May  1586  proves,'  that 
there  was  a  playhoufe,  within  St.  Saviour's  parifli,  which 
was  then,  emphatically  called  The  Theatre.  Howe's  Chr6- 
mdc,  p.  I003,afferts,  that  the  theatre,  or  playhoufe,  called 
ibe  Gbbej  was  upon  the  Banijide^  neer  Londojo^ 
(•)  Inquiry,  88, 

I  a  part 
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part  of  the  year  Z586  :  He  returned  to  Lon« 
don>  on  the  23d  of  November;  and  went, 
late  at  night,  to  the  court,  at  Richmond  : 
He  departed  for'  Holland,  on  the  25th  of 
June  1587  :  Bur,  he  wa$.  recalled  on  the  9th 
pf  November  1587  ;  and  he  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, in  December,  1 587  (j?).  From  1 587,  he 
remained  at  home,  till  his  death,  on  the  4th 
of  September  1588  (y).  And>:  the  public  ac- 
cufer  profeflcs,  "  to  fliow  Ikyand  a  doubt ^  that 
^*  the  Queen  viras  not  at  Hampton -court 
•*  during  the  holydays  in ,  either  of  the  pe* 
**  riods  above  mentioaed  (r)." 

*  (/>)  Howe's  Chron.  p.  743.  But,  hiftoiy  has  not  yet  fixed 
the  date  of  diat  tyznt.  Churchyard  has,  however,  in  his  Hif^ 
iorical  Difcourfe  on  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Netherlands^  l6o2, 
p.  102,  given  an  accurate  narrative  of  Lciceftcr's  return, 
in  the  foUowiog  manner:  "  The  14th  of  November,  r<k 
^  turning  into  Zeland,  [from  Holland]  to  vifit  the  cities 
<^  there ;  and  fo,  at  Vere,  in  Zeland,  reconciling  unto  him 
*•  certaine  captaines  of  the  garriibn,  in  fecret  manner^  he 
^  departed  thence,  ilie  21ft  of  November;  and  at  length, 
<<  taking  Ihip  atFluihing  the  17  of  December  anno  1587, 
^  he  returned  the  fecond  and  laft  time  uito  England/^ 

(f)  Inquiry,  89:  And  fee  Stow,  Howe's  edition,  p.  740 
—44  :—Brook  fays  he  died,  in  1586,  [Catal.  of  the  Suc- 
ceilion  of  Kings,  and  Nobles,  1619,  p.  136.]  This  is  the 
herald,  who  was  to  corrcd  die  errors  of  Ca'mden  ! 

(r)     Jxiquiry,  90* 

He 
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He  opens  his  proof  with  his  ufual  petitk 
pfincipii.  After  putting  it  upon  others  to 
(how,  that  the  Queen  was  at  Hampton-court, 
during  fome  part  of  thofe  periods^  he  pro«« 
duces  his  firft  proof.  ^'  The  regular  time," 
fays  he,  "  for  the  exhibition  of  plays  at  court 
**  was  Chriftmas,  Twelftide,  Candlemas,  and 
"  Shrovetide/'  He  might  have  more  cor-^ 
rtGdy  added,  Cbildermasdayy  Sundays^  and  other 
days  {s).  Here,  then,  he  fails.  He  fpeaks  (/) 
next  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  ^partnients 
at  the  Queen's  palaces  ^  in  order  to  fliow  the 
iiz^robability  of  plays  being  aded,  at  Hamp^ 
ton-court:  But,  the  council-regifiers  prove, 
that  there  were  plays  aded  there,  at  Chrift-^ 
mas  1575,  and  at  Chriftmas  159 1  («):  Now, 
here,  again  he  fails,  in  his  fecond  proof.  He 
Wj)l  be  more  fuccef$ful,  perhaps,  m  his  third 
proof:  **  From  the  beginning  of  DecembcF 
•*  1587,  to  the  8th'  day  of  July  1588,  ihc 
^  reiided  at  Greenwich."    His  poiition  is,  as 

{i)  Council-regiftcr,  saift  February  IS7J,  14*  Fc- 
Imiary  1579:  and  the  regiftcr,  1575 — 1579—1381-2— 
1588— J590-9I' 

{4)  Inquiry,  90-1. 

(»)  Regiftcrs,  20th  January  1576;  and  7A  March  1592^ 
which  contain  warrants,  for  paying  the  playp:s>  who  aded  at 
|Iasiptoa*court^  on  thoTe  days, 

I  ^  the 
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the  context  evinces,  that  ihe  r^fided,  conti-* 
Dually,  during  that  pericid,  at  Greenwich.  He 
pughtto  have  added,  what  was  very  materifil, 
indeed,  for  him  to  conceal, .  that  the  court 
was  at  HacneYj  on  the  L6th  of  April  ('y)  1588; 
wlicre  Leicefter  was  prefent>  Now,  this  is 
a  moft  important  abfence  from  Greenwich. 
It  was.  at  this  period^^  if  ever,  that  the  Queen, 
amd.Lcicefter,  i«»ent  to  the  play,  at  Hampton- 
court,  which  i&  only  a  fhort  journey  from 
Hacney.  And  he  thus  fails  in  his  third  proof: 
and,  failing  in  all  his  proofs,  he  has  failed  in 
flipwing,  beyond  a  doubty  that  her  aiajcfty 
vras  not  at  Hampton-court,  in  any  of  thofe 
periods,  when  Leicefter  could  have  pjeafed 
hcTj  by  Mis  presence,  and  Shakfpeare  amufcd 
htr,  by  his  adting, 

.'  After  all  thofe  failures,  the  public  accufer 
comes,  by  a  regular  approach,  to  his  laji^  and 
fatal  objedtion  to  Elizabeth's  epiftle.  He 
opens  the  trenches,  in  his  accuftomed  man- 
ner, by  begging  admiflion,  inftead  of  forcing 
^e  place.'  He  is  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  modeft, 
and  carelefs  Shakfpeare  *^  feduloufly  docketing 

(v)  Council-regifter  of  that  date ;  arid  flie  did  not  return 
to  Greenwich  tiif' the  ^ift  of  April  \  (he  was  alfo  abfent, 
from  Greehwichf  in  February  1588^  as  appears  by  the  re- 
gifter  of  the  6th  of  February,  

.-  f*  his 
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**  his  papers  with  the.  puaftilious  exadnefs  of 
*^  a  merchant  or  attorney.{*ar)/'.  It  \%  ftill  more 
remarkable^:  he  (a;) -fay?,  that  the  poet  fhould 
take  (achcareof  this.gracioasepiftle;  yet,  fhould 
not  have  preferved  the  pr^ttye  verfes^  wliich 
gave  occafion  to  it  (7).  Our  fceptical  critic  is 
fcandalized,  that  the  Lord  Chamberlain  fhould 
have  prefented  the  pretty e  verfes^  inftead  of 
the  mailer  of  the  revels,  or  the  treafurer  of 
the  chamber,  who  were,  **  unqueftionablyy* 
the  proper  perfons  to  convey  to  players  royal 
roan^tes>  and  royal  bounties  -,  as  if' the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  and  ladies  of  the  coiirt,.  had  not 
been  in  the  conilant  pra&ice  of  pre&nting 
books  to  the  Q^en,  and  communicating  royal 
acknowledgments  {7^.  If  Churchyard  pre- 
fented 

(w)  Inquiry,  97.  {x)  Id. 

Qr)  Thcfe  verfes,  we  have  fcen,  the  poet  Hi  prcferv&; 
and  the  commentator  criticized  them,  -m^oxxlrecogntTingtht 
iBtberial  gueft, 

(z)  In  1594,  the  Ge/ia  Grayorum^txt  prefented  before 
the  Queeen,  who,  being  pleafed  with  the  entertainment, 
•<  willed  the  Lard  Chamberlain^  that  the  gentlemen  (hould 
«  be  invited,  on  the  next  day,  and  prefented  to  her:  Her 
«  majcfty  gave  them  her  hand  to  kifs,  with  moft  gracious 
"  words  oif  Commendation  to  them  particular!),  and  in  ge- 
*'  neral  to  Gray's  Inn,  as  an  houfe  flie  was  much  beholden 
^^  to  3  for  that  it  did  always  ftudy  for  fomefports  to  prefent 

I  4  ^  unto 
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iented  his  Cmcek  to  BHzabeA,  in  15929  at 
Hampton^court ;  w|)y  might  not  Shakfpeare 
prefent  his  prettye  verfes  to  Jicr,  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  hands;  And»  if  Elisabeth 
thanked  Lambarde,  perfonally,  for  his  |mnted 
book  ;  why  might  (he  not  thank  Shakfpeare^ 
by  an  epiftlc,  for  his  unpriated  fonnets  ?  We 
may  perceive,  from  her  interview  with  Lam-? 
barde,  that  Elizabeth  perfedly  underftood 
Shakfpearc's  axiom  :  *<  The  pooceft  fervice  is 
1^  repaid  with  thanks.'*' 

The  public  j^ccufer  oomes  at  length  to  his 
iaji  topk^  His  fatal  objedion  is  not  ^  to  the 
^<  diilimiUtode^  but  the  total  and  iotire  diifi? 
f  *  militude  of  every  part  of  the  writing  of  this 
letter  (except  the  iignature)  from  EHza^ 
beth's  genuine  hand- writing  {a)^  His  laft 
topic,  he  proves,  eyadtly,  in  his  former  mode. 

«  unto  her."  [Nic*  Prog.  Gejh  Grayorum^  p.  49*]  On  the 
4tb  of  Auguft  1601,  William  Lambarde  prefented  to  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  privy  chamber,  at  Greenwich,  his  Pofi^ 
iiBa  Rotulortanj  whereof  (he  bad  given  him  the  charge,  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  January  preceding  j  «  Her  majeflie  chearfuUic 
}^  received  the  lame  into  her  hands,  raying:-7-yo|i  inteRde4 
**  to  prefent  this  book  unto  me  by  the  Countefs  ofTVarwick\ 
i'  but  I  will  none  of  that  5  for  if  any  fubje^i  of  mine  do  mq 
f<  a  fervice,  /  wUl  thankfuUii  accept  it  from  his  own  bands.** 
fid.fign.  G.41.] 

(tf)  Inquiry,  loj. 


u 
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**  From  the  examination  of  various  fac  fm^ 
^  ksj'  he  {b)  fays,  **  it  appears  that  her 
**  hand^writing  gradually  enlarged  as  fhcf  ad- 
<f  vanced  in  life  ;  and  that  in  the  year  1587, 
^  or  1588,  it  was  at  lead  a  fourth,  perhaps  a 
^*  third,  larger  than  her  writing  when  fhc 
•*  came  to  the  throne/*  Is  it^  then,  wonder- 
ful, that  he  fhou|d  have,  found  in  this  epiftlc, 
which  was,  no  doubt,  haftily  written,  as  fhc 
paffcd  through  London,  ^*  no  Icfs  [fewer] 
<*  than  fix  groft  errors,"  he  ihould  have  feid^ 
fix  diffimHarities :  The  wonder  had  been,  had 
any  fimiiarity  been  found.  Who  could  paral- 
lel Elizabeth,  who  was  fo  unparallel  to  herfelf, 
at  different  periods  of  her  various  life  ?  I  have 
compared  the  fac  Jimiks  of  Elizabeth's  figna- 
ture,  which  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to(r) 
engrave,  with  zfac-Jimile  in  Lpdge's  (^/)  lUuf- 
trations,  and  with  a  fac-JimHe  of  the  Queen's 
fignature  in  Porbes's  {e)  ftate-papers :  But, 
they  are  fo  diffimilar  in  the  general  rcfem- 
l)lancc,  fo  unlike  in  the  letters,  and  fo  different 
in  the  flourishes,  that  J  could  ihew  six  grofi 
frrors,  in  the  beft  of  thpm ;  if  there  could  bo 

{b)  Inquiry,  104.  {f)  Inquiry,  plate  i. 

{^4)  Voki.  plate  la  {e)  Vol.     ?•  59, 

derived 
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derived  from  the  labour,  any  inftrudlion,  and 
amufement,.  which  would  repay  the  trouble  of 
deteflionu  The  public  accufer  aflerts,  as  his 
copeluding  .proof,  what,  indeed,  is  equally 
unwarranted  by  tie  faSly  as  his  former  af^ 
fixmptions,  that  "  her  genuine,  autographs  ire 
♦*  bdUupright.^JY"  Oi bolt-upngbtnefsyhovi'^ 
ever,  who  can  judge,  without  a  plummet?  But, 
of  contradi(^ing  contradi<ftioxis>  there  is  no  end  \ 
.  I  here  clofe  my  apology  for  the  believerSy 
which  I  fubcnit  to  this  critical  court,  on  this 
liead  pf  the  Inquiry,  It  will  be  eafily  recoiled* 
cd,  that  the  puiA'c  accufsr  undertook,  by  ijpe- 
cial  inveftigations,  to  confute  the  general  or-- 
gument  of  tht  Jirji  feSiotij  which  concluded  fo 
firongly>  in  their  &vour.  His  feveral  objec- 
tions, I  have  fully  e:a^amined*  But,  I  have 
found,  in  his  ailertions,  fo  little  reality  ;  in  his 
argument,  fo  little  confidence;  in  his  pre^ 
fences,,  fb  little  candour  ;  in  his  jokes»  fo  little 

(/)  Inquiry,  105.  In  order  to  verify  the  aflertion>  with 
fegard  to  the  bolt-iiprightnefi  of  Elizabeth's  autographs^ 
1  compared  a  great  number  of  her  lignatures,  vrfiicfa 
^use  preferved  ta  the  CoHege  of  Anns :  And,  it  appeal^ 
diftinfily  to  me,  that  the  main  ftroke  of  the  £  was  uniformly 
defigned  to  be  upright;  but  that,  generally, the  fmall  letters 
incline  to  the  left,  particularly,  from  the  b  in  ^YvzaJ>etb,  So 
fhat  thir  aflcrteduprightnefs  of  the  Queen's  autograph  is  not 
wholly  confiftent  with  the  real  tr^du 

rifibility; 
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{g)  rifibility ;  that  I  flatter  myfelf,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  take  nothing  by  bis  motion^  although 
he  may  be  admitted  to  be  rigbt  by  cbance^ 
rather  than  cowoincing  by  argument. 

(^)  In  the  Inquiry,  p.  I02|  Mr.  Malone  has  Indeed  made 
one  good  jokej  at  the  expence  of  the  believers:  He  feigns  a 
committee  of  the  Crofs-row,  B.  C.  D.  E.  O.  P.  Q.  R, 
who  are  fuppofed  to  be  fitting  on  ^^  the  MifceUam^us  Paper s*^^ 
and  when  the  anachronifm  of  an  allufion  to  balloons,  and  to 
the  earthquake  at  Lifbon,  was  obje£ted,  over-ruled  the  ob- 
je£Hon  \  having  ^  unanimoufly  voted  it  of  no  weight  what^ 
*  ever/*  At  tbepke^  I  am  prepared  to  laugh;— But,  I  am 
not  prepared,  if  it  were  allowable  to  introduce  fiSihn  into, 
the  dete(^on  of  forgery^  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  anachro* 
nifnu  There  were  balloons  in  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  and 
Shakfpcare.  For  Ae  word\  fee  Florio's  World  ofWords^ 
1598,  in  V9.  batHne^  a  great  ball ;  a  ballofu.  For  die  tbing\ 
fee  A  ^houfand  NotabU  things  of  fundrio  Sorts^  printed  by 
Roberts,  in  i6or;  book  10,  Na  37,  **how  to  make  a 
^  bladder  leap  from  place  to  place  ;'*  and  No.  49,  <'how 
«*  to  make  an  egg  afcend  into  the  air;'*  Both  thcfe  tricks 
were  performed,  like  fimilar  tricks  of  modern  times,  by  the 
rarefa£iioH  of  air.  For  an  account  of  the  earthquake  at 
Lon^pn,  and  other  places,  including  Lifbon,  no  doubt,  fee 
Spenfer's  Three  proper  Letters,^  printed  hy  Bynneman,  in 
1580,  p.  23;  wherein  may  bo  read  *^  a  grave  meteorologi-^ 
^  al\  conference,  touching  earthquakes." — We  may  hence 
obferve,  how  eafy  it  is  to  fiipply  ignorance  with  anachronifiii^ 
tp  fill  vacuity  with  wondery  and  to  tickle  folly  with  a  joke. 


$  in.  LORD 
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§I1L_^ 

LORD     SOUTHAMPTON! 

A  N   D      H   I  S 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Ill  Opening  the  Apology,  on  this  head  of 
the  fubjeft,  the  believers  are  again  led,  by  the 
fad:>  to  obferve,  that  the  objedions,  which 
liad  been  ftrongly  dated,  during  the  firft  pe- 
fiod  of  difquifition,  are  either  relinquifhed 
teholly,  or  fvppprt^d  feebly,  fince  the  publica* 
l^n  of  the  Mifcellaneous  Pap^n. 

To  the  iignatureof  Lord  Southampton,  by 
his  title^  it  was  objeded  by  tbofe^  whp  pre- 
tended to  know  parliamentary  ufages,  that  the 
pra<9uce  of  the  peers,  in  figning  by  their  titles^ 
without  their  baptifmal  names,  did  not  com- 
mence, for  a  century,  after  the  epoch  of  his  cor- 
fcfpondence  with  Shakfpcare.  The  fceptks  ap- 
plauded this  pbjedlion  to  Jyord  Southaniptpn^s 
fignaturej  as  a  dectftye  proof  of  the  fi&ion.  On 
the  contrary,  the  believers  heard  it,  without 
affenting  to  the  truth  of  the  premifes,  or  the 
fairnefs  of  the  dedudion ;  becaufe,  recoljedting 
precedents,  they  knew,  that  the  objedion  was 
pcither  fupported  by  fid,  nor  juftified  by 
fruftom. 

Withouf 
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Without  referring  to  feudal  times,  whea 
men  were  known  by  the  names  of  their  lands, 
and  barons  diiUnguiihed  themfelves  by  their 
titles,  the  pradice  may  be  eaiily  traced  by 
precedents,  and  the  cuftom  clearly  ilhiftrated 
by  examples,  at  fucceffive  periods  of  our  hif- 
tory.  A  £sw  inilances  from  the  remarkablo 
fpecimens  of  fignatures  in  Fenn'«  Letters, 
written  during  the  times  of  our  Edwards 
and  Henrys,  will  throw  abundant  light  on  this 
curious  fubje^t  i  and  alfo  prove,  that  the  mo- 
dern practice  had  a  more  early  origin,  than  the 
objediors  fuppofcd.  John  de  Vere,  writing  to 
John  Pafton,  in  the  38th  of  Henry  6th,  ^on« 
eluded :  "  Uretyn  at  Wouenho,  the  xvii  day; 
"  The  Earl  of  Oxenford; — Oxcnford  {a):' 
We  here  fee,  that  the  baptifmal  name  of  this 
great  peer  was  not  prefixed  to  his  dgnature. 
John  Lord  Scales,  a  nobleman  of  uncommoa 
worth,  concluded  his  letter  to  John  Pafton 
thus : — ^^  Writcn  at  Midelton  the  xvi  day  of 
«'  QaobVj—yourefrcndc,— Scales  (^)."  One 

of 

(tf )  Fcnn's  Let  vol.  iii.  p.  362. 

{h)  lb.  367.  And  fee  autographs  of  Lord  Oxenford,  and 
XaA  Scales,  in  voL  ii.  plate  i.  And  fee  Lord  Haftyn^s  fig- 
li^tture,  in  the  fame  manner,  in  plate  iv.  and  fo,  of  others,  in 
the  other  plates  :~Tbe  iz8t^  tfaen>  is  incontrovertible)  a^  to 

the 
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of  the  te*Scutors  of  Sir  John  Faftdtfi  wriUjig 
to  the  ryght  wofchepffal  Sere  Mayfteryobn 
Stokes i  a  doftor  of  the  civil  laws,  and  an  dfficer 
of^  the  bi(hop*s  court,  concluded :  *'  Wpetyn 
^  in  y^abbejr  of 'Iftngcley.'tbe  viii  day.  of  y* 
**  monyth  of  may,  the  yeere  of  our  lord 
*'  m,  eccc,  Ix  :  youre  preeft  ;  ^^ *  abbot  •  of 
'*  langeley  {c).*'  And,  even; ' J)rivate  gentle- 
inen>  in  thofe  days^  figi^^d  their  furnames^ 
without  thi^ir  baptiihial  appellations ;  as  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  Robert  Rokyiby  **  be  his  fervant 
"  arid  Bcdman,  Perfe  {d):  A  iimilar  praiiVice 
continued,  through  the  fubfequent  (^)  reigns 
though  the  cuftom  was  not  altogether  uni- 
form {/).  The  knowledge  of  the  belie verc 
was  warranted,  then,  in  rejedling  the  ignorance 
of  the  fceptics,  upon  a  point  of  archaeology, 

the  fignaturc  of  peers,  in  thofe  times,  without  their  baptirmal 
appellations,  or  the  initial  letters  of  their  names,  and  titles. 

(c)  lb.  400:  and  p»  422  for  other  fignatures,  in  the  man- 
ner of  anagrams. 

(d)  lb.  434;  and  fee  the  autographs,  in  the  feme  volume, 
plate  xvii — xviii — xix — xx :  And,  fee  a  letter,  in  September 
1603,  figiied  FowitTy  in  Lodge's  II.  vol.  iii«  p.  169. 

(e)  See  Howard's  CoUeftions,  160-6 1. 

(/)  Ste  the  autographs  in  Lodge's  Illuftrations^  vdL  i. 
plate  5,  &c.«— And  fee  the  autographs  in  Forbts's  fiafic- 
papers,  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth*. 

which 
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which  wa^  fo  clearly  eflsiblhhed,  and  generally 
known:  Yet,  fays  the  public  accufcr,  *^itt 
**  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  as  yocw  lord(hip 
*^  knows^  noblemen  in  thiir  fignatures  ufui^lly 
**  prefixed  their  Chrijiian  naMe  to  their '(^) 
*^  titles 5**  though  his,  own  dot*iaients  ^e- 
monfixate  a  contrary  ufage. 

During  the  long,  and  improving,  reign  of 
Elizabeth^  the.  practice  of  the  peers,  in  their 
fignatures,  went  on  progreffively,  from  an-* 
cient  irregularity,  towards  niodern  Unifoian- 
ky«  Let  us  take,  as  examples,  the  celebrarte'd 
favourites  of  that  maiden  queen :  The  earl  of 
Leycefter  was  very  various,  in  his  fignatnret 
as  we  may  fee,  often,  R.  {b)  Lecefter;  Ro.  (/) 
Lecefler;  Ro.  [k)  Leycefber;  R.Leycefter(/). 
Thefe  varieties  fufficiently  prove,  that  there 
is  no  drawing  a  true  conclufion  from  a  finglc 
autograph,  in  that  age.  This  obfervation  is  more 
ftrongly  exemplified  from  the  ftill  more  vari- 
ous praftice  of  Elizabeth's  other  favourite : 
He  figned,  at  times,  Effex;    R.  Eflex;    Ro, 

{g)  Inquiry,  184.  (A)  Peck's  Dcfid.  n2-i3vi4* 

(/J  lb.  iOQ-4-5-6.  {k)  lb.  128-132. 

(/J  Lpdge's  IL  vol.  ii«  p.  286 ;  and  Mai.  Inquiry,  plate 
ii.  which  is  a  different  autograph,  in  lame  points,  from  the 
preceding,  in  Lodget 

ElTex  > 


taf  AAPOLOGy    [Lord  SouTHAMproKi 

Eflex;  Rob.El^i  and  Robert  Uffcx{m)i 
Now,  the  egregious  fophiftry,  of  argumg  from 
a  iingle  autograph,  is  apparent  from  thofe 
varieties.  If  any  fyftem  could  be  deduced 
from  fuch  variety,  I  fhould  conclude,  that 
when  he  was  moft  gay,  he  figned  EJex,  and 
when  he  was  moft.gravc,  he  fubfcribed  Raberi 
Effex  {n). 

The  public  accufcr,  however,  comforts  him-* 
fclf,  with  {q)  remarking,  that "  whatever  exam-« 
'^  pies  of  the  modern  pradtice  may  occafionally 
'•  be  found  in  ancient  times,  Henry,  Lord  South* 
'^  ampton  prefixed  his  CbriJUan  name  to  his  ti<> 
*«  tie ;  a  pradlice,  which  feems  to  have  been 
•*  hereditary  in  his  ^naily ;  for  the  autograph 
••  of  his  father — (H,  Southampton)  is  in  the 
"  Mufeum.*'  Strange !  That  fo  accurate  a  lo*- 
gician  fhould  continually  argue  agatnfl  the 

{m)  Sec  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  li.  p.  444-5— 458—486 : 
Howard's  Colledions,  232 — 521.  See  the  Cabala,  p.  2i3<- 
25,  for  (even  letters  to  Secretary  Davifon,  figned  R.  Eflex; 
p.  2i6>  two  to  the  Queen^  figned,  Ro.  Eflex;  and  p.  a  18, 
one  letter  to  the  Lord  Keeper  Ellefinere,  figned,  Eflex:  and, 
Birch's  Mem.  prove,   that  he  figned  his  Latin  letters, 

\n)  While  he  lay,  a  condemned  man,  in  the  Tower,  he 
fiibfcribed  Rohirt  Eflex.  [Howard's  Col,  524:  Birch's 
Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  486.J 

{0)  Inquiry,  184. 
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convidion,  which  his  own  documents  en- 
force. His  autographs  do  not  prove,  that 
either  the  iather,  or  the  fon,  prefixed  their 
cbrijiian  names  to  their  titles ;  fince  they  only 
prove,  that  they  prefixed  the  initial  H: — 
Now,  H  might  rcprcfcnt  Humphry,  Hugh, 
Hubert,  Horatio,  Herbert,  Hamon,  Hadrian, 
Hodge,  HeAor,  Hob,  Harry,  Hobbinol,  Henry, 
or  Hildebrand.  Here,  then,  he  'fails.  But, 
he  is  certain  of  his  pofition,  that  the  father, 
and  the  fon,  uniformly  fubfcribed  H.  South- 
ampton. Had  he  looked  into  Howard's  Col- 
ledlions,  he  would  have  feen  the  fubfcription 
of  the  fether,  in  the  modern  form,  to  be 
Southampton^  without  cither  his  chriftian  name, 
or  the  initial  of  it  {p).  When  he  was  ran- 
facking,  unfuccefsfuUy,  every  place  for  auto- 
graphs of  Shakfpeare's  patron,  had  he  thrown 
his  eyes  on  a  wbite-^letter  publication  of  the 
Virginia  Company,  whereof  his  lordfliip  was 
treafurer,  he  would  have  beheld  tjie  formal 
fubfcription  of  Henry  Southampton  {q).  Here, 

again, 

[p)  See,  in  jk  2^6,  a  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  June  1573  > 
fK>w,  the  autograph,  iu  the  Inquiry,  is  affixed  to  an  epiftle, 
dated  July  26, 1572.  [Inquiry,  185.] 

(;)  See  <<  His  niajefties  gracious  letter  to  the  Earle  ot 
^  Southampton,  treafurer,  and  to  the  Council  and  Company 
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again^  he  fails.  The  believers  knew,  from 
thofe  remarkable  examples,  that  there  was  no 
uniformity,  in  fignatures,  during  thofe  times. 
His  befl  apology  is,  while  me  believers  re- 
quire none^  that  he  was  mifled  by  the  intem- 
perance of  his  zeal  to  reafon  from  a  fancied 
uniformity,  which  being  only  a  Will-o'-th'- 
wifp,  led  him  headlong  into  "  the  great  bog  of 
••  Allen."  Here,  with  Lord  Charkmont  by 
his  tide,  he  plunges  a  while.  At  length,  they 
flounder  through,  "  by  producing  two  letters 
*'  written  by  Lord  Southampton,  the  only  7^/- 
**  ters  of  his  knoivfi  to  be  extant  (r)/'  But,  I 
have  produced  another  letter  of  Lord  South- 
ampton, written  on  a  public  occafion,  publifhed 
by  authority,  ^nd   made  notorious   from  its 

"  of  Virginia  heere  :*'  Commanding  the  prefent  fetting  up  of 
iilkworkSf  and  planting  of  vines  in  Virginia,  &c.  publifhed 
by  authority:  and  printed  by  Kyngfton,  1 622.  Lord  South- 
umpton's  nao^e  is  fubfcribed,  in  the  before  mentioned  form, 
of  Henry  Southampton,  to  the  letter,  which  the  company 
in  England  fent,  on  that  occafion,  "  To  the  Governour  and 
"  Councell  of  State  in  Virginia."  l^his  pamphlet  will  now 
go  down  the  ftream  of  time,  borne  along  it  by  the  names  of 
Southampton,  and  Shakfpeare;  and  will  be  remembered,  in 
the  aiuials  of  that  country,  "  where  tobacco  loves  to  grow.'* 

(r)  Inquiry^  p.  185. 

objeft. 
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pbje<^  (/).  Once  more,  then,  our  inquirer 
fails,  egrcgioufly:  And,  the.  believers  may, 
at  length,  retort : — 

"  Thyfelf,  from  flattering  felf-conceit  defend^ 
**  Nor,  what  thou  doft  not  knoiv,  to  know  pretend! " 
But,  it  is  felf-conceit,  flattering  felf-conceit, 
which  is  the  bane  of  all  refcarch,  and  the  ob- 
ftruftion  to  all  knowledge.  Never  was  this 
remark  more  fully  proved,  than  in  the  bio- 
graphy of  Lord  Southampton,  which  Mn 
Malone  has  feveral  times  touched  upon ;  yet 
has  left  it,  either  without  fulnefs,  in  its 
fads,  or  precifion,  in  its  notices.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  of  ufe,  to  run  over  the  life 
of  Shakfpeare's  patron;  in  order  to  eluci- 
date this  fubjed ;  to  point  out  the  mifhkes 
of  error;  and  to  eftablifli  the  certainties,  which 
are  often  mifconceived  by  fbndnefs,  and  very 
often  miftated  by  flattery. 

The  family  of  Wryothfley,  who  were  com- 
monly called  Wrytbe^  may  be  found  among 
the  heralds^  in  the  feveral  reigns,  from  Edward 
4  to  Henry  [t)  8,     The  grandfather  of  Shak- 

(i)  See  yet  another  letter  of  Lord  Southampton  to  Win* 
wood,  dated  the  6th  Auguft  16 13,  in  Wim  Mem.  vol.  iii.. 
P'475- 

(^)  S^  the.  Archaeologiai  vol  iii.  p.  209. 
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fpcare's  Southampton  rofe,  from  being  faucon- 
herald,  to  be  lord  chancellor,  and  an  earl,  un- 
der the  capricious  Henry  viii.     Lord  South- 
ampton's father  was  Henry,  Earl  of  Southamp- 
ton ;  his  mother  was  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Anthony,  the  firft  Vifcount  of  Montague :  And, 
he  was  born,  on  the  6th  of  Oftober  1573  {u). 
He  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  father,  on 
the  4th  of  Odober  (^u)  1 58 1 5  an  event,  which 
enabled  his  mother  to  marry,  ere  long.   Sir 
Thomas  Heneage  5  who,  as  treafurer  of  the 
chamber,  had  much  connexion  with  players, 
arid  writers  of  plays.      Wherefoever    Lord 
Southampton  may  have  received  his  carlieft 
learning,  he  compleated  his  education  at  Cam- 
bridge,   and   finidied    his  ftudies   at   Grey*s 
Inn  {w). 

From 

(u)  Burghley  had  recorded,  in  his  Diary,  that  Henry  Earl 
of  Southampton,  was  born  in  1573;  [Murden,  792,]  but 
Mr.  Malone  has  aicertainedy  frbm  the  efcheat  rolls  of  the  24 
of  Eliz.  the  day  of  his  birth.  [Inquiry,  180.] 

(«/)  Mr.  Malone  fays  he  died  in  1583:  [Shak.  vol.  x.  p.  4.] 
But,  Brook,  and  the  heralds,  are  as  pofitive  to  the  day,  and 
month,  and  year.  [Cat.  of  Succeffion,  p,  224.] 

(w)  Dec.  II,  1585.  Hen.  Comes  Southampton  impubes 
12  annorum  admifllis  in  matriculam  Acad.  Cant.  [Reg'. 
Acad.  Cantab.]  Henricus  JVrtothJIcy  Conus  Southampton 
ccrptatu$  in  ordinm  Mflgijirorum  in  artibus  per  gratiam 

Jun. 
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From  the  trammels  of  difclpline,  he  entered 
the  world,  on  the  6th  of  Odober,  1 594.  When 
he  was  fcarccly  of  age,  he  had  the  honour  to 
receive  Shakfpearc's  dedication  of  Venus  and 
Adonis^  **  the  firft  heir  of  his  invention  :*'  As 
another  token  of  his  love^  Shakfpeare  foon 
dedicated  to  his  lirft  patron  "  Hbe  Rape  of 
*?  liUcrecei'  though  **but  a  fuperfluous  moiety 
^*  of  his  duty/'  It  is  eafy  to  conjefture,  how 
this  reciprocation  of  kindnefs  comnienced,  be- 
tween the  peer,  who  was  eleven  years  younger 
than  Shakfpeare,  and  the  poet,  who  was  ftrug- 
gling  with  the  difficulties  of  life.  Wp  have 
already  feen  the  origin  of  this  connexion,  in 
the  marriage  of  Sir  Thomas  Heneage,  the 
treafurer  of  the  chamber,  with  Lady  South- 
ampton; in  the  confequent  intercourfe  of  the 
family,  with  the  play-houfe;    and  we  may 

Jun.  6,  1589.  [Reg'.  Acad.  Cantab.]— This  note,  Mr. 
Craven  Ord  very  obligingly  copied  for  me  from  the  late  Mr, 
Cole's  copy  rf  Wood's  Athen»,  which  is  in  his  library.  Lord 
Southampton  was  of  St.  John's  College.  [Mai.  Shak.  voLx. 
p.  4*3  Apd,  in  June  1 590,  he  entered  himfelf  of  Lincoln's  Inn, 
k  is  /aid,  on  the  authority  of  Leland,  in  his  pncwnia:  But, 
the  regifler  of  that  inn,  which  has  been  fearched,  (hows,  that 
this  ailertion  is  a  miftake,  as  to  the  inn ;  and  a  penfion-roU 
pf  Grey's  Inn  has  htely  been  found,  in  Lady  Gre/s  library^ 
atWreft,  in  Bcdford(hire ;  in  which  penfion- roll  [161 1 J 
Lord  Southampton  is  mentioned  as  ^  member  of  Grey's- 
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eafily  fuppofei  that  the  youtlifulnefs  of  Lord 
Southampton  led  him  into  all  the  gayetieS  of 
the  World ;  as  his  paffion  for  fame  made  him 
the'  protedor  of  letters.  From  this  epoch. 
Lord  Southampton  may*  be  faid  to  have  been 
fed  with  dedications,  the  flatulent  food  of 
wandering  vanity  J 

But,  Lord  Southampton  was  ere  long  foiit- 
ten  with  love  of  a  very  different  kind  from' 
Shakfpcare*s ;  being  captivated  by  the  charms 
of  the  j^/r?  Mijirefs  Varndn  (x).  The  oppo- 
iition  of  Elizabeth  made  this  a  tedious  court- 
fhip ;  which  ended,  at  length,  in  a  comfort- 
lefs  marriage,-^"  He  accompanied  Lord  Eflb; 
"  as  a  volunteer  in  the  expedition  to  Cadiz, 
^  in  1596,"  fays  Mr.  Malone  {y)i  Bttt, 
Camden,  and  Hakluyt  keep  Lord  Southamp- 

(jp)  Rowland  White,  whom  we  fliall  have  frequent  oc- 
cafion  to  quote,  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Sydney,  his  patron,  on 
the  23d  of  September  1595;  "My  Lord  Southampton 
**  doth  with  to  [too]  much  familiarity  court  the  fairc  Mrs. 
^  Varnon,  while  his  friends,  obfcrvirig  the  Queen's  hu- 
^  mours  towards  my  Lord  of  Eflex,  do  what  they  can  to 
♦*  bring  her  to  favour  him  \  but  it  is  yet  in  vain."  [Sydney, 
"Pap,  vol.i.  348.  J  Mr.  Malone  has  wifely  remarkedi  that  we 
ouglit  not  to  be  mi  fled  by  the  oldin  word  nujlnfi  to  fuppofe, 
diat  this  charming  fair  one  was  either  a  difconfolate  widow^ 
or  an  old  maid. 

(y)  Mial.  ShaL  vol.  x.  p.  4. 

ton 
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ton   in   {z)  England;    where  he,   doubtlefs,' 
remained,    "  fetter'd    in    amorous    chains:" 
And,  Mr.  Malone  appoints  Ldrd  Soilthamp- 
ton,  in   the  following  year,  "  captain  of  the 
*•  Garland,   one  of  Queen   Elizabeth's  beft' 
*'  Ihips,*'  and.  makes  him  ^*  vice  admiral  of 
"  the  6rft  fquadron,  in  the  fleet  that  failed 
**  againft  the  Azores,'"  in    1597  (^)-      But, 
Camden  fays  exprefsly,  that  the  Earls  of  Rut- 
land,   Southampton,    and    other   lords,   and 
knights,  "  lifted  themfelves  as  volunteers  in 
^'  this  expedition  (^)."     Whatever  command 

he 

.  [%)  Kenneths  Col.  vol.  ii.  p.  593  j  and  Hakluyt's  Voy- 
ages,  1598,  voLi.  p.  607.17,  which  both  fpccify  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  in  the  expedition ;  and  fhow,  that  the  fleet  re- 
mained at  Cadiz,  on  the  5th  of  July  1596;  Now,  Lord 
Southampton  executed  at  London  a  power  of  attorney,  on 
the  I  ft  of  July,  1 596,  to  Richard  Rounching,  to  receive  of 
Qeorge,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  and  John  Taylor,  his  fervant, 
a  thoufend  pounds.  This' curious  document,  which  proves, 
that  Lord  Southampton,  could  not  J)e  at  Cadiz  on  the  'ift  of, 
July,  1596  ;  and  which  al(b  illiows,  how  Lord  Southampton 
could  write  at  the  age  of  three  arid  twenty,  Mr.  Craien  Ord 
communicated  to  me, '  in  the  fiioft  literal  manner.  See 
Birch**sMem,'of  Qi  Eliz.  v6l.  ii.  p.  45-50,  for  additional 
proois,  that  Lord  Southampton  was  not  on  the  expedffio'n  to 
Cadiz,  in  1596, 

{a)  Mai.  Shak,  vol.  x.  p.  4« 

{h)  Kennet,  vol.  ii.  597 :    Rowland  White  wrote  Sir 
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he  may  have  got,  Lord  Southampton  behaved 
moft  gallantly :  He  was  wounded  in  the  en-? 
gagement  (r)  with  the  Spaniards :  He  was 
knighted  by  Eflex,  upon  the  voyage:  Yet, 
when  he  returned,  with  his  friend,  to  court, 
in  Odtobcr  15971  Lord  Southampton  was 
frowned  on  by  the  Queen,  "  who  thought 
^*  that  Eflex  migit  have  done  more^  and  bc- 
"  haved  better  to  Raleigh  (^Z)-" 

LfOrd  Southampton  returned  to  the  amufe- 
lyients,  and  bufinefs  of  London,  with  a  new 
relifh.  On  fome  quarrel,  he  challenged  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland;  but,  they  were  re- 
ftrained  from  fighting,  by  the  Queen's  {/)  or- 
der.   He  began  his  parliamentary  career,  on 

Henry  Sydney,  on  the  9th  of  April  1597 — **  Lo^^  SouAampr 
**  ton,  by  two  hundred  meansy  hath  gotUn  leave  to  go  with 
<<  them  [Lord  Thomas  Howard,  suid  Raleigh]  and  is  ap- 
'<  pointed  to  go  in  the  Garland,'*  as  a  volunteer^  lays  the 
context.  [Sydney,  Pap.  voU  ii.  p.  37.]  And  Birch's  Mep^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  344,  is  pofitive  on  the  point 

{c)  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  ii,  p.  274:  The  Earl  of  North- 
umberland, whohad  b^n  challenged  by  Lord  Southampton, 
wrote  toBacoiii  that  his  lordfliip's  '^s^-m  w^  hurt  witji  the 
«*  ballonr 

{d)  Syd.  Pap.  vol.  ji.  p.  72 :  <<Lord  Southampton  fought 
^  widi  one  of  the  king's  great  men  of  war,  and  funk  her," 
fays  Rowland  White;  but  this  is  a  very  different  ftory  from 
Mr,  Maloiie's. 

^i)  Bjrch's  M^oit  voK  ii.  p.  274. 
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the  24th  of  Odlober  1 597  {f).  He  recom- 
menced his  courtfhip,  with  tht  fallings-out,  and 
renewals  of  love.  He  propofed,  in  January 
I59t>  to  travel  with  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  j 
*'  to  the  extreme  grief  of  his  miftrefle,  that 
*'  paffes  her  time  in  weeping  f^)."  He,  at 
the  fame  time,  gave  mortal  offence  to  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  already  indignant  enough,  that 
he  fhould  prefume  to  love,  without  her  know-* 
ledge,  and  to  think  of  marriage,  without  her 
confent.  Southampton,  Raleigh,  and  other  men 
of  fafhion,  being  at  play  one  evening  in  the 
prefence  chamber,  were  warned  by  Willough- 
bic^  the  proper  officer,  to  depart;  as  the  Queen 
was  retired  to  reft,  Raleigh^  who  knew  the 
penalty  of  difobedience,  put  his  money  into 
his  purfc,  and  departed :  But,  Southampton, 
being  young,  and  heedlefs,  remained,  and 
ilruck  Willoughbic,  who  returned  the  blow. 
Elizabeth  hearing,  on  the  morrow,  of  this 
brawl,  thanked  Wijloughbie,  and  faid,  "  he 

(/)  **  IntroduGum  fuit  breve  Cemitis  South* totty  24  OSL 
T597.  [Lords  Journ.  vol.  ii.  p.  iqi,]  Lord  Southampton 
wasprdent,  on  the  7th  Nov.  the  26th  Nov.  the  13th  and 
14th  Dec.  and  the  parliament  rofe  on  the  8tfa  of  Feb'rj 
J59J.   [lb.  224.] 

(g)  Rowland  White's  letter,  dated  14  Jan'ry  159},  in 
fijd.  Pap.  volf  ii.  pt  8x. 

•^  had 
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**  had  better  have  fent^Sputharjiptpn  ,Jo  th^. 
**  porter's  Icxlge;    to    fee    who    durft   have 
•'  fetched  him  out  (^)/'     Yet,  Lord  South-^ 
ampton  thought  her  majefty's  ufage  of  him^ 
very  ftrange  (/).   :  He  refolved,  however,   to, 
attend  Secretary  Cecil,  on  his^embafly  to  Paris ; 
But,  mean  time,  Cobham*  Ra^leigh,  and  Sov^th- 
ampton,  ^*  feveraUy  feaftpd  Mi'f  Secret jiry*  be^ 
^^  fore  his  departure  j  and  h^d  plates,  and  ban* 
**.  q\iets  {Jt).''  On  the  lotb  of  February  1594, 
Lord  Southampton  departed  from  (/)  Lqndonj 
**  leaving  behind  him  a.mQft.defojate  gentle- 
^*  ^oman,  that  almoit  wept  out  her  fairef^ 
♦*  eyes  {my 

Fe\y 

(h)  Rowland  White  tells  the  ftory,  admirably,  in  his  let* 
jter  of  the  19th  Jan'ry  159  J:*  Sjrd.  Pap.  vol.  ii,  p.  83/ 

(i)  lb.  87.  .  .  • 

(i)  Rowland  White,  3Q  Jaa*ry,  i^Qf*  .lb.  87^ 

(/)  Birch*s  Negotiations,  p,  87; 

(m)  Rowland. White,  11  February  iSQj-  IJ>»9p.  He 
had  fecretly  heard,  <<  that  Lord  Southanipton  was,  to  have, 
^^  been  married  to  his  fairc  miflrefie,  before  his  departure." 
[lb.  88.3  This  accounts  for  the  weeping  of  the  defolatc 
gentlewoman.  Yet,  Mr.  Malone  marries  th^ip,  4n  1596  ; 
And,  he  fends  him,  in  1598,  as  general  of  the  horfe,  to  Ire- 
land, with  Efiex ;  while  he  was  tra\*eiiing  with  Mr.  S^<;re* 
tary  Cecil,  in  France.     [Shak.  vol.-x.  5.]    In  the  poetic^ 

dedication 
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Few  young  noblemen  have  travelled  with  a 
more  prudent  guide,  than  did  Lord  Southamp-* 
ton,  with  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil,  They  arrived 
at  Paris  on  the  ift  of  March  159^.  But,  it 
was  at  Angers,  on  the  17th  of  March,  that 
they  had  the  gratification  of  feeing  the  cele- 
brated Henry  IV.  j  when  Secretary  Cecil  pre^ 
fented  Lord  Southampton  to  that  illuftrious 
monarch,  faying;  that  his  lordfliip  *^  was  come 
**  with  deliberation  to  do  him  fervice:"  Henrjr 
IV.  embraced,  and  welcomed  Lord  («)  South** 
ampton;  who  was  difappointed,  by  the  peace 
of  Vervins,  in  the  hopes  of  ferving  the  cam- 
paign of  1598,  under  that  great  commander* 
He,  probably,  returned  to  London,  in  Novem- 
ber {p)  1598 ;  and  was,  undoubedly,  foon  af- 
ter 

dedication  of  Florio*s  World  of  Words'^  to  Lord  Southanap«« 

ton,  in  159B,  there  are  the  following  lines: 

*'  A'b'iv  li^''fi  in  tra*vellyforeifu  rites  inqmring^ 
"  Honor's  ingcnderM  fparkles  thereto  firing, 
'<  Immuiable  in  travel's  mutabilitie."  , 

(»)  Sec  the  difpatch  in  Birch's  Negotiations,  109. 

(*)•  Rowland  White  wrote,  2d  November  1598,  that 
Lord  Southampton  is  about  to  return  to  England.  Syd.  Pap. 
vol.  ii.  104.  In  the  year  1598,  Florio  dedicated  his  JVorld 
ofWords^  to  the  Earl  of  Rutland,  to  the  Earl  of  Southamp- 
joD,  and  to  Lucie,  the  Countefs  of  Bedford.  To  the  EarL 
j^  SiBithampton  he  faid  :-*•**  la  truth,  I  acknowledge  an  en- 

"  tire 
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tcr  married  to  Elizabeth  Vernon,  the  daughter 
of  John  Vernon,  of  Hodnct,an  the  county  of 
Salop  ;  to  the  great  offence  of  Elizabeth,  who 
ient  them  both  to  (p)  prifon ;  as  the  inexora- 
ble lord  chancellor  now  fends  his  wards  to 
darance  'd/Z?,  when  they  have  been  led,  farrep- 
titioufly,  to  the  altar  of  Hymen. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  Earl  of  Eflex 
was  appointed,  in  the  beginning  of  15 9o>  Lord 
Deputy  of  Ireland,  with  unprecedented  pow- 
ers. On  the  27th  of  March  1 599,  he  depart-r 
cd  for  Ireland  :  And  on  that  occafion — p 
cc  ^...,.,..^  London  pour'd  out  her  citizens: 

«f  tire  debt,  not  only  of  my  beft  knowledge,  but  of  all ;  yea, 
«  of  npre  than  I  know,  or  can  to  ypur  bounteous  lordfliip, 
•'  in  whofe  pay  and  patronage  I  have  lived  frme  years  j  to 
•«  whbm  I  owe  and  vowc  the  years  I  have  to  live.  But,  as 
•'  to  me,  and  many  more,  the  glorious  and  gracious  funfhine 
^  of  your  honour  hath  infufed  light  and  life/'  It  ought  to 
be  remembered  that,  when  the  fecQqd  edition  of  this  fVorH 
tfWords^  was  publifhed,  in  161 1,  the  firft  dedication  was  un- 
gratefully fupprefled,  and  a  frefli  dedication  was  made,  <<  To 
^  the  imperial!  majeftie  of  the  higheft  borne  princes,  Anna 
«•  of  Dcomark,  crowned  queen  of  England,  Scotland,  France, 
^  and  Ireland;  &c/* 

{^)  Brook's  Catalogue,  224:  In  writing  to  the  Lords 
of  rfie  Council,  Eflex  exprefled htmfelf  thus:  **Was  it 
"  treafon  in  my  Lord  of  Southampton  to  marry  my  poor 
<^  kinfwoman,  that  neither  long  imprifonment,  nor  any 
^  punifhment  bcfides,  that  hath  been  ufual,  in  like  cafes,  can 
^  iktisfy,  or  appeafe  ?'*  [Birch*s  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  422.] 

«  Th<5 
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«  The  mayor,  and  all  his  brethren,  in  beft  fort, 
^  Like  to  the  fenators  of  antique  Rome, 
«  With  the  plebeians,  fwarming  at  their  heels, 
«  Went  forth." 

**  In  159S''  [1599]  fays  Mr.  Malone,  *'Lord 
**  Southampton  attended  his  noble  friend  to 
**  Ireland,  as  general  of  the  horfc(y)/'  Being, 
at  laft,  fafcly  arrived,  in  Ireland,  fays  Camden  ; 
'*  and  having  received  the  fword,  according  to 
**  form,  Effex  immediately  made  the  Earl  of 
**  Southampton  general  of  the  horfe,  clean  con- 
**  trary  to  his  inftruftions  (r)."  It  was  here, 
that  an  enmity  began  between  Lord  Southamp- 
ton, and  Lord  Grey,  which  created,  afterwards, 
much  vexation  to  both(j).  Lord  Southamptan, 
being  foon  difmiffed  from  his  command,  by  the 
Queen's  orders,  returned  to  London,  on  th& 
20th  of  September  1599;  and  Lord  EfTex 
unexpeftedly  arrived  on  the  a&th  of  the  fame 

{q)    Shak,  vol.  x.  5. 

(r)  An.  in  Kennet,  vol.  ii.  614:   Birch*s  Mem.  vol.  ii. 
V396. 

(j)  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  wrote  to  the  ambaflador  Neville 
at  Paris  on  the  9th  of  June  1599:  **  Yf  you  chance  to  heare 
**  any  flying  tale,  that  my  Lord  Grey  (hould  be  committed  in 
"  Ireland,  the  accident  was  only  this:  That  he  being  only  a 
**  colonel  of  horfe,  and  my  Lord  of  Southampton  general,  he 
"  did  charge,  without  direction ;  and  fo,  for  order  fake,  was 
**  only  committed  to  the  marflial,  for  one  night."  £Win- 
wood's  Mem.  vol.  i,  47.] 

month  I 
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month  ;  but,'  without  "  bringing  rebclUon 
•*  broached  on  his  fword  (/')*"•  Lord  South- 
ampton came  not  any  more  to  court,  but 
pafled  his  time,  in  London,  merely  in  going 
to  plaics,  every  day.  Lady  Southampton,  aod 
Lady  Rich,  who  had  been  at  EiTcx-houie, 
retired  into  the  country  («). 

In  December  1 599,  Lord  Mountjoy* .  a 
perfon  of  lefs  prefumption,  and  more  talents, 
than  EiTex,  was  nominated  Lord  Deputy  .of 
Ireland.  Lord  Southampton  was,  foon  after, 
appointed  to  accompany  him  ;  having  the 
command  of  only  two  hundred  foot,  and  one 
hundred  horfe :  yet,  he  attended  fcveral  weeks, 
in  hopes  of  having  the  fatisfaftion  of  kiffing 
the  Queen's  hand ;  but,  though  Mr.  Secretary 
Cecil  was  his  friend^  he.  could  not  obtain  that 
fevour ;  the  Queen  only  wiflnng  him,  at  laft, 
a  good  journey  {v).  When  Lord  Southampton 

[t)  Rowland  White  wrote,  on  the  nth  Auguft  J 599, 
**  that  Lord  Southampton  is  difcharged  ;'*  on  the  25  Sep* 
tember,  "  that  he  is  returned  to  London  j'*  on  the  ift  Oc- 
tober, that  Lord  Eflex  had  *«  unexpectedly  returned,  and 
*^  was  committed  to  cuftody."  [Syd.  Pap.  vol.  ii.  115- 
128-130.]  (w)  lb.  132. 

(v)  It  fliould  feem  from  Birch*s  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.47i» 
**  that  Lord  Southampton  was  font  to  Ireland  by  the  Earl  of 
"  Effex,"  for  whatever  purpofe  of  good,  or  evil :  Becoming 
uneafy  there,  he  went  from  thence  to  the  Low  Countries. 

departed. 
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departed,  in  April  1 600,  he  fcnt  word  to  Lord 
Grey,  '*  that  he  would  meet  Him  in  anyplace 
"  in  Ireland."  The  Queen  tranfmitted  orders 
"  to  ftay  the  combat."  As  a  foldier,  he  adted 
'  with  fuch  good  conduft,  and  bravery,  as  to 
obtain  the  Lord  Deputy's  commendation.  He 
foon  flopped  his  military  career,  in  order  to 
end  his  quarrel  with  Lord  Grey,  in  Ti>e  Lvw 
Countrys.  But,  in  September  1600,  they  both 
appeared  in  London,  where  their  quarrel  was 
foon  forgotten,  by  the  world,  amidft  events 
of  greater  moment  {w). 

Meantime,  Lord  Effex  was  tried,  and  cen- 
fured  for  his  mifcondudt  in  Ireland.  He  fub- 
mitted  ;  and  repented ;  and  foon  again  of- 
fended. He  recalled  Lord  Southampton  from 
the  Low  Countries ;  in  order  to  concert  with 
him  projeds  of  infurreftion :  And,  he  la- 
boured, by  flatteries,  to  prevail  upon  the  King 
of  Scots,  to  enter  into  their  feditious  pro- 
]t&s  {x).  It  was  at  this  moment,  at  the  eve 
of  the  infurredtion,  that  Lord  Grey  afTaulted 
Lord  Southampton,  as  he  rode  along  the 
ftrcets ;  for  which,  however,  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Fleet :  So  ungoverned  were  the 
refentments  of  the  great,  in  that,  and  the  fub- 

{w)  See  Rowland  White's  News,  in  Syd.  Pap.  voL  iL 
149—64-5—7 1-9— 82— -go— 98— 209-10-16. 

(x)  Camden,  in  Kennet,  voL  ii.  629-30-31  • 

^  fequent. 
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iccpcnt^  reign  (j).  Lord  Southampton  now 
entered,  with  Lord  Eflex,  into  the  moft  trea- 
(onable  confultations.  On  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1 600-1,  they  aflembled,  with  other 
confpirators,  at  Eflex-houfe.  And,  they  there 
imprifoned  the  privy  ceunfellors,  who  were 
fent  by  the  Queen,  to  learn  the  meaning  of 
their  tumultuous  convention.  They  now  faU 
lied  out,  into  the  city,  with  rebellious  {z) 
purpofe ;  expedting  to  overturn,  by  fudden 
tumult,  the  heft  eftabliftied  government  in 
Europe.  They  were,  however,  foon  over- 
powered. Effex,  and  Southampton,  were  tricd^ 
on  the   19th  of  February,  for  high  treafon* 

(y)  See  Camden,  in  Kcnnct,  vol.  ii.  629 ;  and  Winwood*s 
Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  292. 

(z)  With  regard  to  Effex's  infurreSidn,  CamJen  [Ken- 
net,  632,]  remarks  what  is  very  curious ;  *«  Thofe  that 
**  judged  moilfeverely  of  it,  termed  it  perverfcnefs,  and  an 
*'  impatient  thirft  for  revenge ;  and  they  that  fpoke  worft  of 
"  it,  gave  it  no  harlher  name,  than  tliat  of  an  indifcreet 
*'  forwardneft ;  and  to  this  day,  few  there  are  that  looked 
"  upon  it  as  a  capitol  ofFencew" — Of  this  opinion,  is  Mu 
Malone,  who  fays,  that  Lord  Southampton  was  condemned 
for  having  joined  Lord  EfTex  in  his  wild  projeSi.  [Shakt 
vol.  X.  p.  5.]  We  here  fee  an  example,  hov^  an  imputation 
may  be  caft  on  judges  and  juries,  by  mifreprefenting  the 
nature  of  the  criminars  offence  :  Lord  Southampton  was 
not  found  guilty  of  '*  joining  in  a  wild  projeftj"  but  of  le* 
vying  war  againft  the  Q^een,  which,  in  judgment  of  law, 
amounted  to  high  treafom 

ElTex 


Atr^  WIS  CoEtE$PONpENCE.l/»r/^^  BELIEVERS.       145 

£4cx  was  condemned^  and  executed.     Lord 


but 


they-aagiiW  to  do  VftH'«^<iu*(iii 

f  The   famc,'^''?ard''Me?'^lth^  W 

^Gut'^n|J8/«^th^'m^f(rf     tarfc*ft#r?«itf  with 

'**  tei'ard  'the^2^?"  Lord'  StAithinW^tth'Was 

alfo  "c^ndemVied'  f*  by  ^11  the  ftv«rdl  VdTccs  of 

."  everyone  of*  tlje  beers,"  T^Ko"^fat:''6h 'the 

,  atrial.' J  Efl^x  generoUuy  requeftea'tR^  peers 

to  iptcrpoft  wit)i^  the [  Queen;   5n»  Tavotir *  of 

Southampton;  wjio,  he  faidi  wa«  capabK  of 

.  doing  her  good  Ter^rb^.  '  Lord iSoCiihimp ton 

I  him'felF  begged' A'e  peisrsi  to  JnteYt!^d(f'fbr?iim 

in  (o  Becoming  a' mariner,  a6  exyitcd  Irfie  cbm- 

^pafiSon'^of  all,  who'^Hfcard'hihi  (^v  '  H      at 

'length,  obtained^ a*  p*l'don,^\vMe!i-TaVed  'his 

Kfe,  and  which  he  owed  to  the  friendfiiip  of 

.  ,I^^S^cr«;tary;Qxiljf- between  whom*  and  him, 

\  thefc .  had  bceil  a*.  n^nurfSf  M^^mhmc^x  l^rom 

thdi'(^  ^cfuth  ;  trtlt;^  SouthiiiAploikiWas  Con- 

'   '  ^  ^.:  V.     'fined 

(a) '  Camden,  in  Keftnet,' .  <roL  iii  636-.* '  •  •  ^   '  '^^  T 

(A)  Camden,  in  Kxpnetji  y.ol.ii.63S.-r;Winwopa'sMem. 

vd.  1.  A07 — ig,— On  this  point,  however, Mr. K^alont  rea- 

"  fens,  iAW^  ifaal  rninriet,'^hat*l>tcttofi  Vhcrfv(te)  enmity, 

ibetweeii  .^pix  knd  ecciT,  ftcife^wks  bmed-MMeen^Cecil 

*  an?'  SoiiftfiiTipAn';'  aA*,"**^  ifiom^ttti'i)f«pittoii».et»  illibe- 

L 
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fined  10  the  tower^  from  prudential  cbnfi^^ 
rations^  during  th«  reig^.of  tlie  Q^een  i  hap- 
fily,  for  himfeify  t  think,  and  fbitunatety^ 
for  hk  £imily :  For^  He  was  a  man  of  m- 
difcrttjonj  through  -his  whole  life. 

It  is  a  &&f,  which  will  eyer.be  meioorablc, 
in  dwxiatic  hiftory,  ''  that  the  afternoon  be- 
•*  fore  the  rebeUiont  Merrick,  with  a  great 
"  company  of  others,  who  were  afterwards 
'*  in  die  adion,  procured  to  be  played  before 
''  them,  the  play  of  depofing  Richard  2d : 
^  When  it  was  told  Merrick,  (r)  by  one 
**  of  the  players,  that  the  play  was  old,  and 
^  th^  ihould  have  lofs  ia  playing  It,  becaufe 
few  would  come  to  it,  there  were  forty 
fhillings  extraordinary  given  to  play  it ;  and 
**  (>,  thereupon,  played  it  was  (^).  The  in- 
gratitude 

rality  o(  fentiin^t,  he  fubjoias,  ^that  Saliflmry's  {Cecil's] 
^  mind  fttmt  to  have  boiharrriMWaa  his  body**  fShakr. 
Vol.  x/p.  6<]  And,  ka  Reiifuidf  Wottoo.  180 :  nd  Birdi's 
Meni.voLiL  p.462* 

(c)  Sir  Giliy  Merrick  i  who,  being  charged  as  the  chief 
commander,  that  undertook  the  defence  of  Eflbe-houfe^  was 
found  guilty  of  trealbn,  and  executed 

(i)  Soe  i#  DnUrMtiw  rf^  tlu  Pra&Ua  mid  TreafinSy  0i* 

timf$U  mid  €$mmtud  iy  lUhrt  l9ti  Earl  rf  Bpx^  and  bis 

Omfikis  :-^fnu\fBi  bf  Barker,  160 1.   This  declaration 

•  was  plainly  pcfuicd  by  Bacon,  and  pubtiihed  by  wthority. 

It 
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^tatitude  of  Eitex  ^id  not  fihk  deeper  ihto 
tlie  helrt  of  felizabcth,  than  the  aftirig  of  this 

•  j)lay,fas  the  A^^tch-Word  oif  tHe -rebels.    Mer 

•  fears' trtnsfofmed  hei*  into -'Rich'eM  fid;  and 

•  made  hef  faiicf  hMclf  dr(Ja(fy  i  "raptlvfe  pfifi- 

ccfs^  trhfa  w^s  '6rtly  one  fl!ej>  mote  from  die 

grave^  (r).     Her  wounded '  ptide  induced  •  her 

•       '       -to 

'   ^   '-■•.,  •      .    t  r '    . 

It  contains  a  copy  of  ^  The  Examination  oFtiie  Earl  of 

«  Southampton  after  his  Arraignment."    There  is  a  doubt 

among  the  .<?ommentat6rs,  whether  tKe  .^lay,  ^Stcd  6n  that 

QccafioD)  were  Ridurd  2d,  or  Henry 4th.  [Mai.  Shak. 

vol*  V.  p.  3.J   Biit^  this  declaration^  widi  the  conference  be* 

*     tween  Elizabeth  and  Lambarde,  {how  clearly,  that  tjiere 

was.  no  fufficient  ground  in  Th*  Stat*  Trials  for  that  doubt. 

(e)  TKe  Ei^glifli  world  owe  much  to  h/ir.  Kichots  for 

publiihii^  in  his  Progrtjfes^  vol.  ii.  p.  i,  The  Conference  be- 

twecif  Qy9^  EiizaVetb,  atid  William  Lambarde^  on  the  4th 

of  Aoguft  i6oi.    She  never  a6led  bettW,  though  Ihe  had 

received  a  mortal  woutul.    It  Is'  remarkable,  that  Queen 

iLlisaWh,  and  Dr.  Jfohnfoh,  fell  upon  the  fame  mode  of 

delicajDe  commendation :    vtrhen  Johnfon  woUld,  indirei^y, 

.  compliment  fieattie^s  veHes  pn  the  birth  of  the  prefentEarl 

^  of  £rrol>  he  read  them  aloiid  with  fuch  grace,  and  dignity, 

as  to  charm  die  hearers  i    When 'Elizabeth  would  compli* 

ment  Lambarde,^  (he  read  his  PandeHa,  Rptuloruniy  '^  with 

'^  an  audible  voioe,  To  readily,  and  diftin£Uy,  that  it  clearly 

•(  appeared  (be  well  undcrfiood  them/'     Her  Majedy,  at 

length,  fell  upon  thp  reign  of  Richard  zd;  faying  :  '^  I  am 

*  Richard  ad,  know  ye  not  that  ?"    Lambarde  anfwered : 

.  i\  Such  a  wicked  imagination  was  attempted  by  a  mofl  un« 

/**  kind  gentleman,  the  mdft  adornetf  creatiirfe,  that  ever 

«*  your  Majefty  made.'**    The  Queen  replied  :  *«  He  that 

L  «  *  '  «  will 
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to  fee  ber  own;  degradation  by  him,,  .who  had 
been,  raifed^by  bcr  favour^  and  cprichcd  by 
her^  bpimty  :^  And,  (he  allowed  fufb  up- 
worthy  thoughts  to  prey  upcyi  her  (pints. 
Diftrufticonftantly  whifpe|red,  ip  her  ^s, 
what  fhe-feems  to  have  believed,  that  Ihacd^^ 
an  honeft  man  was  any  where  to  be  found* 
Jealoufy,  and  fear,  taking  alternate  polTcffion 

.**  will  forget  GocJ,  will  alfo  forget  hfe  bcnefaSors ;  this 
•*  tragedy  wsis  played  forty  time^  In  open  ftreets  anJ  TioiSfes/' 
After  fome  inJilfe.rent  difcourfe,  (&e  afked  X*2mhztAt:  ^  If 
**  he  had  eyerfeen  a  lively  reprcfeptafion  w 'Richard  a'd:*' 
.  —He  ^fwering,  *^  None,  Vut  what  Be  in  comtnoti  han^S)'^ 
;  fee  (ai^  *SSjhc  wpuld  commai^dt  Knevet,  the  lueptr^6¥  her 
•V^houfc  at.  W^ftnriinfter,  to  feewhiin  a  picture  of  Richard 
^  .2d,  whicK  Lord  Lumley  had"'  found  on.  the  £a<^k'Iide  <>f  a 
«  door,  in  a  We  room.'*   Retufriin^&'tne  ftofts  8f  ftficient 
times, 'fee  jfaii:  <'  Inthoifedsiys  force  and  arms  did^firevail, 
**  but  jciow  the  wit  of  the  Vox  Is  eTery))v|)ere  on  fbbt  j[  ft>  a» 
«*  hardly  a  faithfull;  of  virtuous  iDan'  may  be  founVil.      In 
this  intereijing  conference,  we  may  fee  how'the'/lfri^eiiy  ot 
ILichard  2^  hung  upon  her  ipiritis^'  and  how  mueh  die 
«  Unfaithfulnefs  of  Eflex^  and  the  iaii^g  of  Richard' aiv" 
contributed  40  bring  that  great  C^een,  with  fbi'rdw,  to 
the  grave-    This  deduition  is  mucn  ^pnfirmed  by  a  letter, 
dated,  jn  iffoi.  i  from  Sir  Robert  Sj'Sney  to  Sir  John  Har- 
ripgton :  **'  I  Jo  fee  die  Queen  often" ;  'fee  ^oth  wax  weaij 
"  fincci*f  laU^trouBles;  and  Bur1eig^'*s  death  doth  often 
"  draw  tears  down  her  goodly  cheeks  :  She  walketh  out  but 
"  little,  mcditatjes  much  alone,  anil^'lbmetiilic?  writes  in 
. ,  " .  private  t9  her  Beft  friends."  f  See  'this  letter,  which  is  very 
curious,  iix  the  Jvi(f^  i/«r/fi/<r,  vol/u^' I^^ 

4^  of 
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of  her  ,miDd»  made  her  apprehend,  that  (he, 
whowas  fuppcJrted  by  the  wifcft,  and  braveft; 
men  in  England,  was  ncglcdted  by  her  own 
miniftcrs.  Thus  torn,'  by  contradidory  paf- 
fions,  (he  Was  it  length  dcferted  by  hope/  the 
lafl  refuse  of  the  wretched ;  and  (he  died,  on. 
the  i4tli  of  March  1603;  refilling  fuftenance; 
aqd  rejedting  confolation. 

At  the  acceflion  of  James  ifl:  to  the  throne 
of  Englind,  the  riling  fortune  of  Lord  South* 
ampton  conducted  him  fi^om  his  prifon  to  the 
jwdace  (/).  He  was  releafed  from  the  tower, 
oh  the  loth  of  April,  1603;  and  he  was  imme* 
diately  reftored  to  his  lands,  and  other  rights, 
which  had  been  forfeited,  by  his  attainder. 
He  was  made  mafter  of  the  game  to  the 
Queen.  A  penlion,  of  fix  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  was  fettled  on  his  wife. ,  He  was  in- 
ftalled  a  knight  of  the  garter,  on.  the  2d  of 
July  1603;  made  captain  of  the  ifle  of  Wight; 
s^nd,  by  a  new  patent,  dated  the  21ft  of  July,' 
he  was  again  created,  by  his  former  titles. 
He  was  appointed,  in  the  beginning  of  the 

f/)  On  the  Queen's  demife,  ^  Lord  Southampton  was 
<*  much  vifited  \  and  much  well-wi&ed.^'  He  vras  courted 
by  Bacon.  [Bacon's  RemainSi  61.]  Raleigh  addreil'ed,  in 
Auguft  1603,  a  letter  of  juftification  to  the  Earls  of  Souths 
iM^Hf  Suffolk,  and  Devonihire,  and  to  Lord  CeciL  [Ra« 
ki^'is  Wcfks  by  Bircb,  voL  it.  p.  379. J 

L  3  fubicquent 
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llibfequcnt  yca,r,  lord  lieutenant  ol*  Hamp-i' 
(hire,  together  with  the  Earl  <)f  Dcvonftiire. 
When  the  parlianjent  met  on  the  19th  of 
March  i66ij  l^qvd  SoiJthampton  produce4 
his  vvTit  of  fumoiqns,  •  T|»c  ^rft  bill,  which 
was  read,  after  the  recognition  of  the  King, 
was  for  reftitution  of  Henry,  Earl  of  Soutlji* 
astpton ;  and  immediately  w^s  pafTed,  a  bill 
foe  reftiwtioa  of  thp  children .  gf  the  Earl  of 
Eflex  (^)..  Kingjames^  ri^colledling  the  in- 
tfigues  of  Eflpx,  and  the  confpiracy  of  Gowry^ 
adedj  9^  his  acceiIion»  as  if  he  had  thought, 
that  rebellion  againft  Elizabeth  was  4  rifing 
for  him* 

Amidft  other  felicities  of  that  happy  period 
of  his  lifejj  Lord  Southampton's  wife  brought 

{g)  See  Lords  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  264.66 :  On  the  26th 
of  March  1604,  the  Lord  Ghantberlain  fignified  to  the  hou(9 
of  Peers  ^<  that,  the  J£»cU  of  Southampton  and  Pjemhro^o 
c^  Direre  tp  be  ox^utbd  for  their  abfence  from  parlianient  for 
^  fome  time  ^  for  that  they  were  commanded  to  wait  upon 
**  the  King  in  his  journey  to  Royflx)n.'*  [lb.]  Yet,  it  is 
faid,  that  be  was  ar):efted  in  June  XJS04,  fot  a  fuppofid  cm^ 
f^lrqcy*  [  Birch *s^Iem.  vol.  ii.  494.]  By  the  machinations 
of  Effex's  great  adyeriary,  the  Lord  Salifbury,  it  is  fuppofcd, 
fays  Mr.  ^jfalon^,  King;  James  was  perfuaded  to  believe, 
that  too  great  an  intimacy  fubdfted  between  Lord  Soudt* 
ampton,and  his  Queen.  [SKakf.  vol.x.  p*6— 9.]  Se«Bircb^t 
Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  495.  Lord  Southampton,  however,  was 
grefent  ax  the  prorogaticm  of  parliament,  or\  die  ydi  oT  Jtjljr 
l60il.--[Lords  Journal,  vphii.  of  that  date.] 
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liim  a  (bn»  on  the  4th  of  March  1605  1  wha 
was  chriftencd,  at  court,  on  the  27th ;  ^  the 
**  King,  and' Lord  Cranburn,  with  the  Coun« 
"  tcft  of  Suffolk,  being  goffips(i6)-"  This  tide 
of  favour  continuing  to  flow.  Lord  South* 
ampton  was  appointed  for  life,  in  June  1606, 
warden  of  the  New  foreil,  and  keeper  of  the 
park  of  Lindhurft,  In  February  1607,  he 
obtained  an  additional  grant  of  lands  in  the 
New  fbrefl.  In  the  fubfequent  November, 
he  lofl  his  mother ;  who,  after  the  deceafe  oi 
Sb*  Thomas  Heneage,  married  Sir  William 
Harv^;  and  who  ^'  lefte  the  beft  of  her. 
^  flufii^  to  her  fonne,  and  the  greatefl  part  to 
•*  Ittr  hufband(/)/^  He  now  tried  to  promote 
his  own  intereiit,  and  to  benefit  the  ilate,  by 
engaging  in  colonization,  notwithftanding  the 
fatire  of  (y )  Hall^  the  farcafm  of  (i)  Shakfpeare, 

(h)  Winwood*s  Vixxsu  voI«  lii;  p.  54 :  T^  xxuABom 
ought  to  convince  the  increduloiis,  that  Loid  Cnuihiim 
£CedIJ  was  die  conftaot  Mead  of  Lord  SouthemptoQ* 
(i)  Lodge'f  IJluft.  voL  ilu  p.  331* 
(y)  In  Us  Virgi4im^rum%  prii^ted  in  1599  s 
*'  VcQUtMU  FortQnio  his  farme  hath  fold, 
•*  And  gads  to  Guimu  land  to  lifli  for  gold**' 

(k)  In  the  Mtrrj  Wivn  of  FTttulfir  :^TMzf  iayi  of 
Ford's  wife :  *^  She  bears  the  purfe  too ;  (be  is  a  region  in 
«<  Guiand  s  all  gold,  and  bounty  :*' — Of  Mr$»  Ford,  and 
Mrs.  Page,  he  fays:  ^  Theyfballbe  my  Eaft,  and  Weft, 
f(  lodtes)  and  I  will  trade  tt>  them  both.'' 

L  4  and 
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and'thfc  united  ridicule^pf,  ^)bapman,'J[pp^^      , 
and  .Mariion  (/).-  ,  lJiQ\hccar^jn.j^6Q^z. 
leading 'ihartiftcr  i^.tiie  firflj  yirjinia,C9p\-. 
panjf :    He  tq^k^^n^ftd^^ye  part^ .  jn^th^^ 
o^  fcndiog.  (hips^toi  ^p  jiLi?.ijc4can  99^!):,  fpr 
the'.ptirpcros  Jof  •5?i(?p;*!ejry^.  ^^nd-jpf^^t^afii?,,^ 
EturiDgcihe-ycftrs  /^2j9].j6?;t,,fjnd  x»6^^,  hp 
wasjcbwfco,  in  apftQAtio?i  d^;  the  court*  tbp 
tncafurcr/(of.  th*t  cprpt>^atipi),  f»  place  pf  .eu- 

vicditftt(fcj(/^/^)*-  ..     -  .       /   4  IS:*    '  :  .    .  :. 

Meaaifime;  LoiRd  .^uthamf^n  ^ng^gpd  i^^ 
tberirailes  of  the^town^  wh^ch  cvinc^  ^by 


-^ ,     , j  there,. 

<^iis  Qi/r'^ftiofttixicxiii'itfh^rb^jveniibni  as^muttoh  r  fuid 
*V5»ttflwaJiy«frt^ljjll?fet  without  fc^^  or  coujrtiH^ 
"  or  lawyers,  or  mtelligencers :  You  may  be  an  alderman 
Hi<tbdoi»  witb<ai4b«ijig  a  %Y^pj^r,j  you  may  be  ai^y  other 
^  aoffiQerjh»r«»J3t¥iAPver  J)e  a  fl^i/je  er^TSJ?^'^^^  ?^?  fortune 
«  enQiigb,ujwMr«»I;«?Pfe  an^^^y^fr  h^yc  the  more  vi],' 
*'  lainye,  nor  the  lefs  wittg  : .  Bcfides,  there,  we. (n^I  have 
**  no  more  law^^than  coiifcicnce  j  and  Jiot  too  iffuch  of 
^*  either.*'  Itis  curious  to  obilcrve,  that  Virginia  had jiot 
been  planted,  in  ^(j05;»  It  was  firft  colonized,  in  1607. 
[See  3tith!5,  lliflory  .of  Virojinia,  prmted  at  Wrflianifburg, 
in  that  country,  1 747-] 

'.  {^yW  %^\^  Several  places  were  namcd^  in  Virginia  after 
X»ord  Southampton ;  a^,  ijouthampton-hundred :  Hampton- 
roads.  «  .  ,  '       , 

4     ^  their 
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their  frcqueiiey,  during  "the  gentle  fleepiflg-^ 

^*  'peate  "  of  James*s  Vcign,  the  turbulence  of'-* 

the  age.     In  April  1610,  he  had  a  quarrel'^ 

whh   the  Earl  of  Montgomery :  "  Thdy  fell  ' 

*'  out  at  tennis,  where  the  rackets  flew  about '^^ 

"'thc;ir  ears,  but  the  matter  was  conipounded'J 

**  by  the  King;  withdut  further  bloddlhed  (») J  i 

He  was  foon  after  diftmguifhcd,  in  a  more^* 

honourable  nianner.  When  Henry  was  created' 

Frince  of  Wales,  on  the  4th  of  June  161a,  • 

Lord  Southampton  adled  as  his  carver;  at  the^ 

fplendid  (d)  entertiajnnient,  which  was  giveri* 

on  that  feftive  day.    In  Jiily  161 3,  expeding^ 

a  vifit  at  his  houfe,  in  the  New  foreft,  froni* 

the  King,  in  his  progrefs,  LordSouthamptoli^ 

i:eturoed  from  the  continent,  with  unwelcome 

haftc  (/).    He  now  received  dedications  froni* 

the  learned ;  and,  in  return,  gave  proteftioi? 

to  learninjg  (^) .     In  1617,  he  accompanied! 

(»)  Winwood's  Mem,  vol  iiu  p.  ^54.  r 

*  (0  lb.  180.         ^  (p)  Ib.46i~7S, 

(q)  In  16 1 4,  Richard  Hrafhwayt,  dedicated  ^e  Scholari 
JidedUy  *<  to  Lord  Southampton,  learning's  bcft  fevouriteJ^ 
In  1617,  Lord  Southampton  contributed,  with  other  muni- 
ficent  patrons  of  learning,  aod  worthy  to  relieve  die  diftreis 
6lAftnfi€u^  the  elaborate  author  of  Thi  Guidg  to  Tongiau 
See  a  very  curious  advertifement  to  the  firji  edition  of  that 
learned,  and  ufeful,  work* 

King 
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King  Jamcg,  iato  Scotland (r).  His  attentions 
on  that  journey  paved  the  way  to  an  honour,  . 
which  he  had  long  fclicited,  without  fuccefs  5 
being  fworn  a.  privy- counfellor,  on  the  19th 
of  April  16 19.  But,  as  he  never  wasre- 
Hiarkable  for  prudence,  he  feems  to  have  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  the  ftation,  to  which  he 
had  looked  up  as  the  confuHimation  of  his 
lfi(hes.  As  the  court  did  not  aft  with  him ; 
f9  he  rafted  ag^ipft  the  cpurt :  He  oppofed, 
jbfpth  in  the  Virginia  company,  and  in  parlia- 
plenty,  the  de^res  of  the  King,  and  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  minifter.  He  made  a  fuccefsful 
inoticn  again fl  illegal  patents,  in  the  p^rlia* 
wpcntf  which  met  the  beginning  of  the  year 
l6ai  {s).  Jt  was  at  the  fitting  of  the  14th 
of  Mairch,  that  he  had  an  altercation  with  the 
Si^rquis  of  Buckingham,  which  was  fnodcrated 
\^y  the  J^rinpe  pf  Wales*  Yet,  on  account  of 
fufpicionSy  which  were  entertained  of  his  in* 
trigues,  on  that  ocf  afion,  with  members  of  the 
Hou|e  of  Cpmqions,  he  was  comrnitted,  on 
the  1 6th  of  June,  twelve  days  after  the  ad- 
journment pf  parlianjent,  to  the  keeping  of 

(r)  Lord  Southani{>Con  returned  from  Scotia^,  oc>  the 
^8di  of  June  1618.  [Bacon's  Letters,  p.  126.]  ^  . 

(j)  Lord's  Journal,  yoL  iii.  p.  10—46  -^a, 

the 
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ttc  Dean  of  Weftminftcr,  under  *  the^  charge 
0/  iSif  William  Parkhurft  (/).  On  the  iBth 
of  July,  he  was  fo  far  enbrgcd,  ais  to  be 
confined  to  his  houfe,  at  Titchfield  :  And,  on 
the  I  ft  of  September  he  was  fet,  altogether, 
at  liberty  C»). 

This  confinement  did  not  reprefs  Lord 
Sbuthanipton*s  aAivity,  and  ufefiilnefs,  in  the 
new  pi&rliament,  which  afiembled  on  the  9th 
of  February  162I .  He  was  on  the  committee, 
for  confidering  of  the  dsifencc  of  Ireland ;  he 
was  on  the  comnoittee,  for  the  ftopping  of  the 
export  of  money ;  he  was  on  the  committee, 
for  the  making  of  arms,  niore  -  ferviceable : 
And  be  was  prefent  at  the  prorogation,  oh' 
the  apth  of  May  1624  (v).  The  animcrfity  of 
the  nation  againft  Spain,  and  the  violence  of 
the  4)arltament,  which  was  excited  by  thai 
refentment,  obliged  KiAg  James  to  depart 
from  his  pacific  i^em^  although  contraiy  to 

(#)  Camden,  in  Kennet,  vol.  ii.  p«  656^7 :  And  fee  Lord 
Southamptoo's  examination  in  the  appendix  to  Tyrwhit's 
Pr$e£uS»gs  tf  tbi  H^uji  of  Commons^  1620,  printed  at  Ox- 
ford, 1766. 

/«)  Council-regtfters  of  thofe  dates.  And  fee  tbi  Cahala^ 
for  his  correfpondence  with  the  Lord  Keeper  Williams,  on 
that  occafioo,  p*  331*2  of  the  edit.  1691. 

(v)  I^ords  Journals^  yxA,  Hi.  p.  237— 458*-a93, 

.     his 


vjas  Jamfi$  iQ!(^ced>tq5t>^rJ4it9,a-tr^^       pn^ 
1^9!  5t^fOf  J^c  .1^24,4 w^h..t4c,.S5at^,Gcn^ 

bp/iv«fcii.(w)thgrai.,anjl;fM  tcb^ 

raife  four  regiments  in  England,  w)i[i<^wefq^ 
t9  cond^.oir  fix  xljouiS^fjd  fOi? ;5a.   I/>r^  SojaUa- 
amptpn  oi)iainqd;thi^^mi35ai^  .of  oflf^of  XRpf^ 
r5g^i3i«©f;^j(f  )ji^        this  ffgloriou? .  feryi<fe^.of  a^ 

cgwn.li^Lv.  H?,di^4:a^iBR5g?ff-opr«<>P 
tbc,ip.th.43^,:JjJpysuib9r;.  aj^.^wfis.  bjffifi^  at^ 
Ti^Ijficl4»  wj^^ ri>iS"^90>  on.  tj^.  2^;h  ofj.jbe- , 
oea^ber-4'6z4*  ^ .  IJc  left .  thrp^  'd^ughtcrs^  T^?^ 
iljyrie^;  i^^q  honopr^ble  faooil^s,;  ajncj  a^ 
ijfjidpiy^   who  loyg  furyiv4^.  him(;^^f;  ,  The. 

(w)  The  treaty  is  publiihcd  in  a  ^General  Csfl^flhtty 
primed  in  1713^  p.  ia(«  From  this  tceatf,  it  appciuT»  thatt 
th«  four  regin^ents  \fere  each  to  contain  twelvp  cqmpat^esj 
who  were  to  be  cohimanded  by  one  colonel  j  the  whole  were 
tp  be  unJQr  qpmmi$ops  frq^aThe  States  General. 

,  (*)  yis.l4^aXix{^  lajcs  h^  iKa$  appoiat;ed ;>i>.(^,^itb,]4ict 
Earljof  Eflex,  Lord4  Oxford,  and  Will.Qughb7»  to.tl^c  c^nv* 
mand  of  fix  thoufand  men,  who  were  fent  to  tKe  Lc^wjCoyn«^ 
tries.  rShakf.  vol.  X.  p.  6. J  Thefe«a  is,  as  I  have  ftated  it, 
that  Loi'd  Southampton  was  merely  colonel  'of  a  r^itn^nf 
m  the  Dutch  fervice ;  as  the  treat)r  dearly  proves.     - 

(v)  There  is  in  the  Cabala,  p.  299,  a  letter  from  the 

Lord  Keirpt^r  Waiiwnfi  da1edflhe7ttl!:No¥^  1624^  tp  toe 

•  1  Duke 


A 


fa&s,  that  ^ivei  'in^tnis  ittattnef,  hetn  faitly 
'Jfeitcd^  ire  the  bfeA  'flluftraHotre  of  ^Kft'igenuihe 
plwi^cr ;  ind' are  the"  ftrbhgeft  prfebfe  of  his 
Uterafy* cpAheS^oji' Vith 'Shatlpeafc.'^  ^''  **  • 
•  Yet| ,  ^e ,  public  accufer  dccUrcs,  that  tlie 
.epiilles  between  Southamptori,  ahd  Sh'akfptare, 
•.•*:. if  pc|flibl^  iur^afs  in  abfurdity  any.  thing  vvc 
**.  h^yp^yct  examined  (z).^*  *  In  prdeV  to  prove 
this  abfurdity,  ho  produces,"as  hii'flrft  argu- 
ment^ an  exifting  i^r^^^(y^^;of  thfefe"*epi(Ues, 
which  might  be  "  cpmmodioufly  (vrooght 
V  upon  (tf )."  As  'his  fecond.  argument;  *hc 
ibiteSj  an  exiftiiig  tradition^  which  i^as  fifft 
mpntiohed  by  Mr.  Rpwe,  and  had1>feentrtaf- 
matted  to  him  by  Sir  Wflliani'  D*AVeti4nt, 
that  Lord  Soutliamfyton  had*  given  Shakfpgarc 
a  thoufand  pounds.  And,  he 'fubjoins,  af$"hi& 
third  argument,  that'  this  ftory,  Yruft,  df  falfe, 
yas  a  good  fuhjeft  for  a  correfp6ndence,"be- 
tw;ecn  the  patrpn  and  the  pbet.  >  Now;  tlicfe 
are  the  very  arguments.,  which" ''would  have 
induced  Watts,  Locke,  and  Wilibii,  *who,  in 
their  feyeraL  ages,  had  taught  fight  tiafon  to 


X)ykc  of  l^uckingham ;  begging  «  Ms  ^dtt  arM  feocKlnc(s 
'««  tdwanlf  die  moflf  di^eflfed  widovr^idi  childf oi  OF  1117 
^  Lord  Southampton.'' 

(«)  Ifiquiry;i64.  '    (4)  lb.  166. 

lyteU 
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'Jyfif//  wittes,  to  be  of  .opinion^  that  the  Gad 
COFrefpdndeoce,  betwec^Q  tl)c  pafron  and  t^ie 
popt,  was,  ffobably*  |?nuine.*  Our  tnquiref's 
fourth  argument : is. an  .aflertion^  that  '^  t^e 
"  hand-writing  of  the  firft  kttcr  has  hot  the 
^  flighteft  rcfcmblancc  to  that  of  (^)  Shak- 
."  fpeare ;"  as  if  the  hand- writing  of  Shak« 
fpeare  had  be/en.cvcr  ^fcertaintfd.  His  fifth 
argument  is  an  affirmation,  without  proof, 
<*  that  t^he  fpelUng  is  the  fpclling  of  no  time  ;*' 
as  if  there  had  been,  in  thofe  times,  zxsy  fettled 
rule  for  fpelling.  And,  he  infills,  as  a  fixth 
argument,  that  Shakfpeare  has  here  depiairted 
from  tbie  duplication  of  the  r  in. for  j  as  if  the 
public  accufer  had  not  be&re  obje^ed  to  the 
duplication  of  ther  in  forre\  as  unprecedented 
in  the  EngUfh  fpeech. 

But,  he  will,  now,  produce  an  objeftfon, 
which  muit  carry  convidrion  with  it  to  every 
mind.  By  way  of  compcnfation  for  the  Illo- 
gical weaknefs  of  his  former  arguments,  he 
"  gives  us  illqfomesznA  bUooms^  a  combination 
•*  of  confonants  of  which  no  example  can  be 
•*  produced  in  the  Englifh  language,  from 
•*  the  time  of  Robert  of  Gloftcr  to  this 
••  day."  If  the  objedtion  be  levelled  againft  thf 

{*)  Inquiry,  p.  171. 

duplication 
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duplication  of  the  /,  as  onexmnpled)  a  incm 
diligent  inquiry  will  probably  htid,  that  bit 
affumption  is  unfupported  by  the  h£k.  Not 
one  of  the  letters  in  oar  alphabet  has .  bepn 
more  duplicated,  by  our  Britifh.  aiiceftors, 
than  1  (c).  From  them  we  b^vc,  to  this  day, 
Lkndaff,  Llewellin,  and  Lloyd.  This  dupli- 
cation of  the  Britons  was  converted,  by<i>ur 
Saxon  progenitors,  into  an  a/pirate  :  ,  as  bl^f^ 
for  loaf  I  blafmceffej  for  lammas  [d).  And  the 
prsMftice  was  ftill  more  foftened,  by  our  an- 
ceftors,  during  the  civil  contefts  of  York,  and 
Lancafter;  as  may  be  ittn  in  fymfyU  for  (^) 
JinipU  %  Mycbellmejfe  for  Mkba^bnasr,  in  i//- 
mej/e^  for  {f)  ahns ;  cbaipeUayn\  for  (g^)  dap-- 
hm ;  and  in  allmyghty  God  [b)\  *•  YfF  t|iey 
"  wolle  not  drcddc  ne  obbey  that/',  fays. Sir 
John  (/)  Faftolfe,  with  grent  piety,  bu^virith 
great  duplication  of  confonants*    There  M^as 

is)  See  Dftvis  Dictionary  under  the  letter  LI :  Aixl  fee 
8ale(bury*&  Bridih  Grammar,  1567,  Sig'.O.  i :  <'  Qf  the 
^  ftraunge  found  of  double  //;  —  7^he  Englyffaeman's 
^  tounguey  when  he  would  found  //,  flydeth  to  tlJ* 

(d)  See  Manning's  Lye,  L. 

{e)  Fenn's  Letters,  vol.  L  p.  282.  ^ 

(/)  lb.  vol.  ii.  84.  (g)  lb.  vol,  ii.  88.  >   - 

(b)  lb.  vol.u.}4.  (1)  lb.  52. 

a  fafhion. 


-a'&fliion  in  fpdKng^  among  particular,  p^- 

^•fons',  '^s-iri  dbjedls  of  ^catcr  ccenifeqii^Q^tf 

-'Tflie  worthy'^  ifijlffi  o(  the  wopjthopffull^jfll^n 

^  P^on  hid  a-paffidn  for  theduplicatioo  oi  g% 

«  as  Hafly«g|;s,' ^  for   Hoftiqgs  ;     tynfegys,;.4br 

•Yttxings  ;    aS'  tydynggs/.for  tidings  >  .a3,;  .^e 

"Kynggs  '^cnt^H'  i^'and.    Ja   145  5* ,  the  grpat 

^-Eafl  of  Warwick  aiFeaed  to  duplicate,,  both 

«•  tfaeg,  aftdtKp  n:-  He  ^ed.fais  letter  frpm 

.  ^ 'Wytbinne  owr  Ic^gyng  in  y*  Q/y : Freys 

•'  •*  wythinne  Newgate  {i).i  During  the  rei|;ns 

•    of  H*nry  8,  ^nd  his  three  children^  jthe  fta^e-> 

'    papers,   publiflied  by   Lodge^   Uluftrate;.thie 

""   j^int'of^  the  orthography,  as  .well  ^«.  |(h|;ow 

"    abundant    fight   upon .  the .  l^r(lpry :  of  v  Bpg- 

•^   knd.     Mr.  ^Maicmc  fails,  *. then,' .  in  hi^Aaf- 

\    famption,  that  fiich  a  duplication  of  confo'^ 

'Hants  isi  uoexanipled, .  io   riae   EpgiUih;  ]|an-^ 

guage,  from  thedays  of  Edwgrd.ift  tO;  the 

prefent  (/). 

But,  Shakfpeare  was  t<K^  good'  a  naturalift, 

the  public  accufcr  repeats,  not  to  know>  that 

(i)  lb.  voLi*  86. 

(/  )    He  fccms  to  forget  "  The  goodly  Hyftoiy  of  the 

^  true,    and  conftant'  Love  betw&ed  Hhoxnto  and  Ju« 

^  lietl%*^  iiX.. Pander's  Palace  0/  F/eafurc^  yql.  ii.  j).  1795 

wherein  he  might  have  feen  the  unprecedented  'duplicatioa 

•  rf  Borneo.'  '^i  -    -'  t'      : 

•  *  a  bud 
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a  bud  jfir^  bhomsy  and  then  {m)  bloJfoms\  and 
too  good  a  drayman^  it  feem8>  to  put  the  cart 
before  the  horfe.  I  Aifpedt^  however^  that 
while  Shakfpeare's  heart  was  overflowing  with 
gratitude^  his  eye  was  fixed  on  a  paiTage  of 
Gafcoignej  in  praife  of  Concord  («)  : 

^  When  traft  of  time  returnes  the  luftie  ver^^ 
^  B7  thee  alone  the  ludi  and  btojfojnes  fpring : 
'«  The  fields  with  flowers  begamilhed  ev'ry  where, 
'^  The  hlionung  trees  aboundant  leaved  do  bring." 

.  Ih  the  fame  iitain  of  aiTumption^  the  public 
iaccuier  goes  on  to  fuppofe^  that  Shakfpeare 
was  cmrikfs  \  that  our  carelefs  poet  never  kept  a 
idopy  of  any  letter  he  wrote  j  and,  that  the 
epithet  Grace  was  never  applied  to  peers,  who 

\nC)  See  Johnfon  in  Vo;  Bloonty  a  bloj/im;  to  tloom;  to 
bring  bkffoms :  See  Aft,  in  Vo.  Bloomy  a  bloflbm;  to 
ilo9m  tobloffom :  And  fee  Florio's  World  of  Wurds^  1S98,  in 
Vo«  PuUulii  buds,  bloflbmes,  or  young  fprigges;  PuUulan 
to  bud,  blofibme,  to  fpring.  Shakfpeare  was  too  good  a 
philologift  not  to  know,  that  hloomsy  and  blojfomsy  are  fyno- 
himas ;  and  like  other  writers,  who  are  labouring  more  with 
the  thought,  than  the  language,  tried  to  add  fomething  to 
the  foVte  of  the  ifentihient,  by  the  fepetition  of  fynonimas, 
how  contrary  foever  this  may  be  to  later  praftice,  Shak- 
fpeare ma^  have  learned,  as  he  learned  other  matters,  from 
Painter's  Palace  of  P  lea  fur e^  1 567,  by  means  of  the  tale  of 
^  The  EmprefTe  Fauftina,  and  the  Countefs  of  Celant,  what 
"  blojjbms  blonu  of  whorifh  life,  and  what  fruidtes  thereof  be 
**  culled."  [See  the  preface  to  the  fecond  volume.] 

(if)  iTngland's  ParnaflTus,  1600,  p.  33. 

M  were 
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were  inferior  to  dukes:  For,  he  adds,  the 
phrafe,-— ifex  Grace  of  Norfolk  ^  or  bis  Grace  of 
Bucksy  is  much  pofterior  to  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury {o).  But,  to  affert  is  always  more  eafy 
than  to  inquire.  I  join  iflue  with  the  public 
accufer^  upon  the  point :  and,  I  undertake,  on 
the  contrary,  to  prove,  that  the  epithet  Grace 
was  applied  to  the  lower  orders  of  nobility^ 
during  the  fifteenth  century.  A  love  fick 
lady,  writing  to  a  baron,  bold,  produced  tbeie 
memorable  verfes  {p) : 

**  My  Ryght  good  Lord,  moft  knygbtly,  gentjll  knyght^ 

**  Onto  yo'r  Graccy  in  my  moft  humbyll  wj'fe 

**  I  me  commend — — — 

**  Onto  your  Lordjhep  to  \¥ryght  wrought  lycence.*' 

Having  thus  proved  my  point,  I  might  here 
clofe  my  proof:  But,  for  the  eftabli/hment  of 
truth,  will  I  ihow,  equally,  that  his  fecond 
pofition  is  as  groundlefs,  as  his  fir^.  Drant 
has  fome  {q)  verfes,  which  he  dedicated  *'  To 

"  the 

{o)  Inquiry,  1 72-3.— The  phrafe  too  i "  Jocky  of  Norfolk 
^  be  not  too  bold,  for  Dickon,  thy  mafter,  is  bought,  and 
*<  ibid ;"  is  much  pofterior,  no  doubt,  to  the  age  of  Shak* 
ipeare. 

{p)  Fenn's  Let.  vol.  iii.  p.  3O4,  in  the  time,  either  of 
Henry  6th,  or  of  Edward  4th. 

(f)  Tranflationof  Horace,  1566:— 

<<  O  fame,  where  dydllc  thou  then  fojorne^ 
**  laviron'd  in  what  place, 

^  Waft 
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**  the  Duke's  grace's  departyngc  :*'  The  fadt  is^ 
that  there  was  no  fettled  practice,  for  the  ap- 
plicatioa  of  complimental  epithets,  to  the 
peers.  When  Shakfpeare  dedicated  his  Venus 
and  Adonis  to  Lord  Southampton,  in  1593,  he 
concluded;  "  your  honour Sy  in  all  duty:*'  when 
he  dedicated  hi$  Rape  of  LucrecCy  to  the  fame 
patron^  in  1594,  he  concluded;  "your  lord" 
jhips  in  all  duty."  The  ftate  papers,  and  the 
ftage  plays  of  that  period  fhow,  plainly,  that 
there  was  no  fettled  practice,  in  the  ufual 
mode  of  addrefs  either  to  the  (r)  prince,  or  to 

the 

<*  Waft  tbou  \  thlt  we  b  do  wife  ktoeVtre, 

•*  The  conomyng  of  bis  gract*^^ 
^This,  I  prefame,  Was  the  Duke  of  Nor tbumberland,  who 
proclaimed  Qu^en  Mary,  at  Cambridge,  on  the  20th  of  Julj; 
and  was  beheaded  oh  the  22d  of  Auguft,  1553.    [Howe*s 
Cbron.  612-14.] 

.  (r)  In  Shakfpeare's  Henry  6,  part  ad,  ad  t,  f.  2: 
Hame.  Jcfu  prefer  re  your  royal  majeftyl 
Quch.    What  fay^il  thoo,  majtfty!   I  am  bat^«r/w 
Hame.  Bat,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  Hume's  advice^ 

Your  grace* i  tide  (ball  be  multiply 'd. 
J3uch.  What  fay 'ft  thou,  man?  has  thou  as  yet  conferred 

With  Margery  Jourdain,  the  cunning  witch; 

And  Roger  Bolingbroke,  the  conjuror? 

And  will  they  ondertake  to  do  roe  good? 
ICume.  This,  ihey  have  promifed :  To  ibow  your  bighne/t 

A  fpirit  rais'd  from  depth  of  underground. 

That  (ball  make  anfwer  to  fuch  queftions. 

As  by  yoar  grace  (ball  be  propounded  him," 

M  2  This 
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the  peer.  And,  it  is,  therefore,  inconclulivc, 
to  found  objedtions  upon  a  fuppofcd  uniformity, 
which  never,  in  fii6t,  exifted. 

fiut,  the  public  accufcr  aflerts  with  the  fame 
pofitivenefs,  which  is  equally  unfupported  by 
proofs,  that  the  conclufion  of  Shakfpeare's 
cpiftle  is  "  completely  modern  :*'  *'  Tours  de^- 
^'  votedlye  and  with  due  refpefte,"  he  af- 
firms, is  a  conclufion  completely  modern  (/)• 
On  this  pofition,  1  again  join  iflue  with  him* 
The  fubjeA  is  curious,  as  a  point  of  archaeo- 
logy ;  if  it  were  not  always  of  importance  to 
vindicate  the  truth.  Fenn*s  letters  (how^  with 
fufficient  diftindtnefs,  how  familiarly  the  epif- 
tolary  correfpoiidence  of  the  fifteenth  century 
was  concluded.      For  example:    In    1477, 

This  paflage  is  alone  fiifficJent  to  prove,  that  there  was  thcnj 
tio  fettled  form  of  ufing  tnajefty^  grace^  and  bighnefu  And, 
fee  adl  i.  f.  3.  Graa  is  an  epithet,  which  Shakfpcare  has 
been  ftitdidus  to  ufe  in  many  forms.  [See  Ayicough's  Index, 
in  Vo.  Grace^l  In  Phaer's  dedication  of  his  Virgil  to  Queen 
Mary,  in  1558,  he  calls  her  indifcriminately  ^  gracbus 
^^  highnefsy  excellent  frincejfe^  foverain  good  ladie^  redought«» 
«  ed  ihaiftreffe,  majefiyj  and  grace.**  James  Howel,  writing 
to  Jane,  the  Marchionefe  of  Winchefter,  in  1 626,  concluded ; 
**  Your  ^race^s  moft  humble  and  ready  fervitor."  [Howel's 
Letters,  1 16.]  This  quotation  proves,  that  the  epithet,  ^rar^*, 
bad  not,  even  in  1626,  been  appropriated  by  fcholars. 

{$)  Inquiry,  177. 

^'  Your 
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''  Your  fellow,—  Haftyngs  (/) :"  ^*Your^ 
"  John  Pafton  («)  ;"— In  1465,  ''  Per  le  vp^ 
«  tre,  J.  Payn  (-u) :"  In  1469,  "Yours', 
"  Margaret  Pafton  {w).''  In  1460,  "  Your 
••  friend.  Scales  {x).  In  1460,  "  Your  prieft, 
"  the  abbot  of  Langley  {y)."  In  1485,  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  writing  to  John  Pafton, 
concluded  his  epiftlc,  "  Your  lover,  J.  Nor- 
••  folk  (z)/'  The  fame  familiarity  of  ftyle 
continued  through  the  fubfequent  century;  as 
may  be  fcen  in  Howard's  CoUedlions.  Lady 
Stanley,  writing,  in  1571,  to  Lord  Suffex, 
concluded,  "Yours,  Ifabel  Stanley  (j)  "  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  writing  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cecil,  in  1567,  cqncludcd,  "  Your  ever  moft 
"  beholden."  Lord  Windefor,  writing  in  1 560, 
to  Lord  Suflcx,  concluded,  "  by  your  affur- 
"  cd  {6)r    The  Earl  of  Eflcx,  writing  to 

(i)  Fcnn's  Let  vol.  U.  p.  155.  («)  lb.  133. 

(v)  lb.  vol.  i.  63.  («/)  lb.  31. 

{x)  lb.  vol.  iii*  367.  (y)  lb.  401. 

{z)  lb.  335:-^Cardinal  Wolfey,  after  his  fell,  conclude^ 
bis  lettef  tp  Secrets^y  Qardiner,  in  the  fo^owing  mariner : 
**  Wryttyn  at  Afher  with  the  trcmyllyng  hand  and  hcvy  hert 
"  of.  your  affuryd  lover  and  bcdyfman,  T.  Car"*.  Ebor.** 
[Strype's  Mem.  vol.  i.  apx.91.}  The  cardinal  concluded 
another  of  his  letters  to  Secretary  Gardiner :  <*  Tours^  vflth 
V'  hert  and  prayer,  T.  Car"*.  Ebo^.  mjerrimus.**  [lb.  90.} 

{a)  Howard's  Col.  235.  (i)  lb.  221. 

M  3  the 
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the  Lord  Chamberlain,  in  1 577,  cancludedA 
•f  Your  lordftiip's  moft  bounden."     Baldwia 
finifhed  his  epiftle  dedicatory  of  his  Mirroiir 
for  Magifiratesj  in  1 559,  by  faying,  "  Youra 
*'  moft   humblic/'     In    1567,  Painter   con-i 
eluded  the  dedication  of  his  Palace  of  Pleajure. 
to  Sir  George  Howard,  by  fubfcribing  him-* 
felf,  **  Your  moft  bounden."  When  the  Doome 
to  Judgement  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor  Bromley,  in  1581,  the  author  finiflied 
his  epiftle,  by  fubfcribing,  "  Tours  at  com-. 
**  mandment,   Stephen   Batman,   in  divinity 
"  profeflbr/'    In  January,  1589,  Spenfer  con- 
cluded  his    prefatory   epiftle   of    the   Fairy 
Queen  to  Raleigh,  '^  Tours  moft  humbly  af-? 
♦•  fedtionate  •/*    He  concluded  his  dedicatioa 
of  Colin  Clout,    to   Raleigh  :     **  Yours  ever 
''  humbly  Edmond  Spenfer."     The  Penitent 
Publican  was   dedicated,    in    1610,    to   the 
CounteiTe  qf  Huntington,  by  the  author,  who 
fubfcribed,    "  Tour  honors  moft  bumblie  de^ 
^*  voted^  Thomas  Collins."     When  Drayton 
pubiiftied  a  correfted  edition  of  his  poems,  in 
1613,    he   addreffed   them  to   his   efteemed 
friend,  Mafter  James  Huifli,  by  faying  y  "  Ii^ 
"  good  faith,  worthy  of  all  love  I  think  you^ 
♦*  which  I  pray  you  let  fupply  the  place  of 
^^  further  compliment  ^   yours   ever,  Michael 

•^  Drayton/* 
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^*  Drayton."  The  dedications  of  books,  dur- 
ing the  preceding  age,  are,  generally,  con-. 
eluded,  by  fuch  familiar  expreffions,  as  ^'  Tours 
^*  moft  humblie;"  "  Yours  moft  humblie^/i?^ 
**  voted  *y"  "  Tours  ever."  But,  \  will  knit  up 
this  looped  tietivorky*-^ 

"    ■  ■'    '  ■  ■  or  at  the  leaft,  fo  prove  it, 
"  That  the  probation  bear  no  hinge,  nor  loop, 
«  To  hang  a  doubt  on,"— ^ 
by  quoting  the  modern  conclufion  of  Heylyn's 
dedication  to  his  *^  Little  Defcription  of  the 
Great  World,''  in  1624  ;    "  To  the  moft  ex- 
*'  cellent  Charles  Prince  of  Wales;'*    fub* 
(cribing    himfelf,     '*  Your    Highnefle   moft 
^  humbly  devoted,  Peter  Heylyn." 

Yet,  the  public  accuf^r  pofitively  infifts  upon 
his  point ;  and  continues  to  call  for  examples 
of  fuch  familiar  phrafcs,  that  were  ufed  by  the 
lo%v  to  the  high:  yours,  ahd  yours  devotedly,, 
he  fays  explicitly,  he  has  never  found  in  the 
conclujion  of  letters,  during  Shakfpeare's.age  [c]. 
By  quoting  fuch  conclufions  of  epiftles,  m 
that,  and  the  preceding,  age,  I  have  faved  hira 

{c)  Inquiry,  179:  The  fhort  anfwer  is  j  «SeeIc,  and 
♦*'ye  (hall  find  :"  Look  into  Fenn's  Letters,  every  where;  \v\ 
Howard's  CoUedlions;  in  the  Cabala  j  in  the  Sydney  Pa- 
pers y  which  are  ail  boolcs,  he  fometimes  cjuotes ; — rand  in 
(he  epiftolary  dedications  of  black  letter  pamphlets  i  of 
^hiqi)  he  has  many  thoufands. 

M  4  the 
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the  trouble  of  a  fecond  fearch,  although  i^ 
may  mortify  the  conceit  af  fceptioe^  who  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  thing  does  not  exift  5  becaufe  they 
cannot  find  it. 

In  this  fpirit  of  fccptlcifm,  however,  the 
public  accufer  takes  a  view  of  Lord  South- 
ampton's anfwer  to  Shakfpeare's  epiftle  (J)^ 
Of  this  munificent  patrqn,  ^e  paymafter  of 
Flofio,  he  is  ftudious  to  ftate,  as  his  firft  argUr 
ment,  that  ^^  all  the  poets  ^nd  ^rti(ls  of  the 
time  looked  up  to  him  as  their  protec- 
tor (^)/'  From  this  fadt,  Croufaz  would 
have  {/)  concluded,  that  it  is  very  probable, 
fuch  a  Southamptqn  would  write  fvich  an  epif-r 
tie  to  fuch  a  Shakfpeare,  The  public  accufer 
now  pafTes  from  t}^e  prthograpliy ;  and  comes 
to  the  phrafeology  i  although  he  ilill  worfhips 
uniformity,  as  the  idol  of  his  philology.  The 
Deare  William  of  the  addrefs,  he  thinks  too 
familiar,  for,  ''the  immeafurable  diftance  af 
^*  which  ^hakfpeare  ftoocj  from  Lord  South-^ 
^*  ampton  {g)/'  This  dift^nce  was  not  more 
immeafurable,  than  the  height  between  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  her  female   attendants;    and, 

{d)  Inquiry,  179.  {e)   lb.  180. 

if)  See  LaLogi(fue.  Amftcr.  172a 
{g)  Inquiry,  i8l. 
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King  James  and  his  male  fervants :  Yet,  to 
Lady  Drury  Elizabeth  wrote,  ^'  Bee  well 
'*  ware  my  ^efe  y'  to  Lady  Paget,  •*  good 
^*  Kate,''  to  Lady  Norris,  ^*  my  own  (6) 
*•  crowe :"  King  James  began  his  letters  to 
the  Lord  Treafurer,  8alifbury,  ^  My  little  (/) 
**  beagle,' •  and  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
♦*  My  dear  ftinie  {i).*'  But,  it  feems,  peers 
were,  in  thofe  days,  more  flarched,  than  their 
fovereigns  :  And  yet,  we  fee  nothing  of  this 
in  Fenn^s  Letters ;  nor  in  Lodge's  lUuftra- 
tions.  The  endearing  epithet  Deare,  in  the 
commencement  of  an  epiftle,  is  quite  unex- 
ampled, it  feems ;  yet,  have  we,  in  1550, 
^^  My  Jere/i  friend;'-  as  the  firft  words  of  % 
Iptter  from  Sir  George  Hay war4  to  a  lady  (/). 

(A)  Inquiry,  1 1 1  - 1 3- 14:  And,  fee,  in  Stryp^'s  Annals, 
yd.  Hi.  p.  166,  a  letter  fropi  Elizabeth  to  Burghley  1583, 
which  begins  "  Sirjpirit^  I  doubt  I  do  nickname  you  :  For 
^  diofe  of  your  kind  (they  fay)  havenofenfe.  But,  I  have 
^  of  late  feen  an  ecct  Jignumy  that  if  an  afle  kick  you,  you 
«  feel  it  fo  fopn,  &c.**  She  concluded :  •«  God  hlefs  you, 
<'  and  long  may  you  laft,  mrnino^  £•  R.'*— Burleigh  had 
his  revenge  of  her;  as  may  be  feen  in  Peck. 

(/)  Syd«  Pap.  vol.  ii.  p.  325. 

(i)  See  in  Lord  Hailea's  Mem.  Glafg.  1766,  feyeral  let* 
tcrs  from  Stinie  to  King  James;  which  he  concludes; 
f*  Your  majefty's  moft  humble  flave  and  dog/' 

|/)  Howar4'8  Colledions,  p.  521. 

When 
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When  Elizabeth  wifliedto  difavow  herodiouf 
privity  to  the  death  of  Mary,  {he  begaa  her 
deceitful  letter  to  the  Scottifh  ^ing{m)  ;  "My 
^*  Jear  brother  5  I  woulde  you  knpw  the  ex-* 
**  treme  dolor  that  overwhelmcs  my  iqiqde 
**  for  that  miferable  accident,"  A  more  ca- 
pital objedion,  though  not  more  ftrongly  fap-r 
ported,  ftill  remains.  "  Dear  Willam  is  the 
**  pronunciation  of  a  vulgar  illiterate  female  of 
"  the  prefent  day  (72)."  Had  the  cxpreflipq 
been  fFilPm,  or  fFm,  it  had  been,  without  ob- 
jedlion ;  becaufe  Shakfpeare  himfelf  has  writ^ 
ten  it  in  that  contracted  form,  Fiona  fuch 
an  obje<aion,  and  fuch  rcafonings,  the  public 
ficcufer  goes  on  to   tell  {0)   us,  how  Lord 

(m)  lb.  246:  She  repcalSj^  «  You  have  not  in  the  worl4 
«  a  more  lovinge  kinfwoman,  nor  a  more  dterfrrndt^  then 
^  myfelf.**  Jlffex,  writing  to  Elizabeth,  begins :  « moft 
<*  dear  and  moft  admired  lady."  [Birch's  Mem,  vol.  ii.  p. 
443;  and  fee  many  more  fuch  dear  expreflions  in  the  f^me 
book,  p.  418,  430,  437.]  Lady  Leicefter,  writing  to  her 
fon,  the  Earl  of  EiTex,  in  159S,  concluded ;  <<  your  mother^ 
«  dearliefiloYing  you."  [lb.  388,]  One  of  the  letters  of 
the  once  fafliionable  Euphues  to  his  friend  Liviaj^  began; 
^  jPeare  Livia,  I  am  ^  glad  to  hear  of  thy  welfare,  as  ibr- 
«  rowful  to  underftand  thy  newes.*'  [Lyly's  Euphues^  1581, 
p.  86.]  Hamlet,  writing  to  Ophelia,  begins:  "O  dear 
^  Ophelia  j"  and  concludes :  **  Thine  evermore  moStdcar 
♦*  lady." 

(»)  Inquiry,  i8:j,  (^)  Ib.;i8l. 

9  Southamptoa 
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Southampton  n»mld  have  written^  had  he  cm^ 
iefcended  to  write  to  our  poet.  He  can  alio 
tell  us,  no  doubt,  what  would  be  of  great 
importance  to  know,  whether,  when  Lord 
Southampton  condefcended  to  box  with  Wil- 
loughbye,  he  ftruck  with  his  fift  open,  or  fhut; 
and,  when  he  condefcended  to  brable  at  tennis 
with  Lord  Montgomery,  whether  Lord  South-^ 
ampton  fought  with  the  racket,  in  his  right 
hand,  or  his  left.  The  Records  in  the  Tower 
could  not  ftand  before  arguments  of  fuch 
^*  ptb  and  puiffanceJ' 

But,  the  public  accufer,  is  now  to  give  the 
laft  blow  to  this  celebrated  correfpondeocc. 
He  thinks  it  very  abfurd  for  Lord  Southamp-p 
ton  to  call  Shakfpeare  his  ^tzxtSi  freynd.  even 
had  this  been  the  fpelling  of  the  age ;  Here, 
again,  he  fuppofes  what  he  ought  to  prove ; 
but,  what  did  not  exift,  the  uniformity  offpeU 
Ung  {p).  In  the  fame  ftrain,  he  objedts  to 
the  conclufon^  "  yours,  Southampton//  Bu^ 
I  have  already  fhown,  that  yourj  was  a  veiy 
common  concluiion  of  letters   before  Lord 

{p)  Inquiry,  182.  Had  he  looked,  with  more  care,  into 
Spenfcr*s  Three  Proper  Letters^  1580,  which  he  fometimes 
i^uotes,  he  would  have  feen,  in  i^.$yfrende\  in  p,  31-33, 
friend \  in  p.  37,  freende5\  and  in  p.  6  Jy  frlende  sH^rc, 
then,  2ire/our  varieties,  which  illuftrate  the  fpelling  of  the  agei 
^d  reiterate  the  proof  of  'm  want  of  uniformity. 

Southampton 
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Southampton  was  born,  during  the  age,  where- 
in he  lived,  and  after  his  deceafe  :  And,  I 
have  alfo  proved,  that  the  mode  of  fignature 
**  with  the  Chriftian  name  (gr)  prefixed,*'  was 
neither  hereditary  in  his  family^  nor  the  uni- 
form pradtice  of  Lord  Southampton  himfelf. 
He  fkils,  then,  in  his  fuppofitions,  and  his 
proofs  :  And,  he  feils,  therefore,  in  his  objec- 
tion to  the  cpnclufion  of  the  letter  i  which  is 
not  objedtipnable,  if  practice  forn^  precedent. 

He,  at  length,  produces  '^  two  (r)  letters, 
•'  written  by  Lord  Southampton,  the  onfy  kt^ 
**  ters  oi  his  known  to  be  extant  i  •'  Had  the 
public  accufer  produced  thefe  letters  fimply. 
and  proved  their  authenticity ;  the  inquiry,  on 
this  head,  would  have  been  greatly  fhortened : 
But,  he  is  cpnftantly  contaminating  truth,  by 
fome  intermixture  of  fidtion;  which,  as  it 
cannot  be  admittedi  b^caufe  it  is  untrue,  at 
once  provokes  remark,  and  calls  for  confuta- 
tion. Why  aflfert,  that  thefe  are  the  only 
letters  of  LordSouthampton,  which  axe  known 

(q)  Inquiry,  184.  Lord  Southampton  did  not  prefix  his, 
Chriftian  name:  he  only  prefixed  the  initial  of  it,  according 
to  Mn  Malone*s  own  jQiowing;  though  I  have  produced  a 
letter,  which  he  did  fign  with  his  Chriftian  names  befides^ 
the  diverjitj  proves  the  want  of  uniformity^ 

(r)  Inquiryi  185- 
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to  exift,  although  this  aflcrtion  is  contrary  to 
the  fa<ft ;  a  h&,  that  I  have  already  afcertain- 
cd?  Yet;  I  will  not  pufh  him  further  on 
the  point ;  as  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  never* 
to-be  -  forgotten  epiftles  of  Southampton, 
and  Shakfpeare,  are  fpurious;  a  truth,  of 
which  I  was  early  convinced,  not  by  the 
proofs  of  the  public  accufer,  but  by  the  power 
of  attorney  from  Lord  Southampton,  before-* 
mentioned  (s). 

Such  is  the  Apology,  which  t^e  believers 
addre/s,  vrith  iland  words,  to  this  equitable 
court.  When  the  flrength  of  the  Genera/ 
Argument  (hall  be  compared  with  the  feeble* 
nefs  of  the  /pedal  objed:ions :  when  the  vio- 
lent [vrefumption,  arifing  from  collateral  cir- 
cumftances,  (hall  foe  oppofed  to  the  flight  evi- 
dence, which  the  CQmparifbn  of  unknown 
hand-writing  afibrds:  The  believers  will- 
humbly  hope,  that  this  court  will  allow  the 
public  accufer  to  take  nothing  by  bis  motion. 
When  he  (hall  have  refleifted  on  this  ifTue  of 
his  bad  pleading,  he  may  then  cry  out  :~ 

^  Ha!  Do  I  dream?   Is  this  my  hop'd  fiicceft ? 

^  1  grow  a  fiatue,  ftifF|  aiid  mots§nUfs*\ 

(/)  See  before,  page  135. 

S  IV.  SHAK- 


# 
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. §  IV. 

SHAKSPEARE'S     LETTER} 

AND   VERSES 

To.  ANNA  HATH  E RRE W AYE* 

•    *rhe  public  accufer,    nevcrthelcfs,.  is  re* 
HAved  not  to  remain  long  in  Jbis  dream.    The 
cronfotation  of  his  pleading,  and  the  denial  ojf 
his  motion,  only  urge  the  aftivity  of.  his  per- 
fevcnince.    And  he  now  plays  off  his  former 
objeAions,  with  his  accailomed  logic,  on  the 
Eif^ky  zn6:Ferfes^  of  the  love-fick  Shakfpeare* 
lliat  a  youth  of  eighteen,  Vi^ho  was  born  a 
poet,  and  who  at  that  age  fell  in  love,  and 
oaarried  the  objedl  of  his  pafllon,  fhould  write 
a  love -letter,  and  love-verfes,  to  the  goddcfs 
of  his  idolatry,  the  public  accufer  thinks  very 
unnatural :  and,  being  thus  unlikely  to  hap^ 
pen,  he  infers,  with  the  help  of  Venus,  and 
her  {a)  fon,  that  it  is  very  improbable,  fuch  a 
lover  fliould  fend  fuch  lovt-jhafts  fniartly  from 
bis  bow^    Occupied  as  hfe  is,  With  **  all  the 
•'  Loves  and  {b)  Graces,"  whom  Mr.  Malone 
invokes,  the   public  accufer  can  never   be- 
lieve— 

(tf)  loquiiy,  142,  {b)  Inquiry,  »4a. 

««  Thcfe 
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««  Thefe  antique  fables,  nor  thcfe  fairy  toys, 

**  Lovers,  and  madmen,  have  fuch  feething  brains^ 

**  Such  (haping  fantafies,  that  apprehend 

«*  More  than  cool  reafon  ever  comprehends* 

**  The  lunatic,  the  lover,  and  the  poet, 

**  Are  of  imagitlation  all  compafti" 

It  is  the  logic  of  love,  then,  which  ought 
to  decide  the  faS  as  to  **  thefe  fairy  toys  "  of 
Shakfpeare  j  the  letter, ,  the  verfes,  and  the 
lock  of  hair.  Yet,  doth  the  public  accufej* 
think  it  worth  out  inquiry,  "  how  far  tha 
**  lady  here  meant  was  entitled  to  this  addrefs^ 
•*  or  how  probable  it  was  that  this  letter 
**  fhould  ever  reach  her  hands  {c)/'  Shak- 
fpeare, by  marrying  the  lady,  has  decided 
the  point,  in  the  affirmative :  And,  there- 
fore, by  every  motive  of  love,  by  every 
principle  of  logic,  by  every  rule  of  law,  is 
the  public  accufer  ejiopped  from  inftituting 
fuch  an  inquiry,  which,  indeed,  cool  reafon 
canfcarcely  ccmprebend.  But,  he  perfeveres ; 
and  affirms,  with  all  the  confidence  of  truth, 
that  "  She  had  no  title  whatfoefvet  to  either 
**  of  thofe  names :  fhe  was  chriftened  plain 
"  Anne^  and  her  name  was  not  Hatberrewaye^ 
**  as  fhe  is  here  abfurdly  called,  but  Hatba^ 
"  'way{d)\*  Thus,  applying  the  parifh  re- 
gifters,    as  a  decifive   rule,    for  judging  of 

(f)   Inquiry,  144.  (i)   lb.  144, 

*'  the 
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**  the  lunatic,  the  lover^  arid  the  poet/'  Thrf 
(aid  parifli  regiftcrs  do  noti  however,  record 
the  baptifm,  or  marriage  of  Anna  Hatherre-^ 
waye,  but  the  marriage  of  one  Anne  Hatha- 
way, who,  hd  himfelf  allows,  was  a  different 
lady^  and  who  was  unluckily  deftined  to  a 
very  different  hufbahd  (^)4 

But,  of  fiich  inquiries^  arid  fiicli  Idgic^ 
there  is  no  end  !  If  it  be  true,  that  Shak- 
fpearc  was  born  a  poet ;  that  Shakfpeare's 
genius  was  to  itfelf  a  law  ;  is  it  not  reafonablc 
f  to  infer,  that  fuch  a  poet,  as  Shakfpeare^ 
f*  would,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  read  the  writ-* 
ings  of  fuch  a  poet>  as  Spenfer  {/)  ?  Who 
would  controvert  this  conclufion,  but  fcep- 
tics  ?  Shakfpcare,  then,  muft  have  ftudied 
the  J^hree  Proper  Letters  of  Spenfer,  which 
are  inftrudtive,  for  their  cfiticifm,  and  digni^ 
Bed,  for  their  fenfe.  And,  herein,  Shakfpeare^ 
doubtlefs,  faw  Spenfer's  vcrfes, "  To  my  good 
•'  Miftrefle  Anne  :  the  very  lyfe  of  my  lyfe^ 
and  onely  beloved  myftreffc  :-*» 


<f 


{e)  lb.  146* 

(/)  The  controverfy,  with  regard  tQ  the  learning  of 
Stukfpearei  was  decided,  by  a  fimilar  argument  j  by  ihow« 
ing  that,  as  there  exifted  tratiflations  of  the  claflics,  which 
Shakfpeare  mght  read  i  fo  he  did  probably  tead  them* 

«  Gentle 
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<*  Gentle  Miftrefle^jpiw,  I  am  plaine  by  nature : 
^  I  was  never  fo  farre  in  loue  with  any  creature. 
^  Happy  were  your  feruant,  if  hee  coulde  bee  fo  Anncd 
«  And  you  not  vnhappy,  if  you  flioulde  be  fo  manned. 
•*  I  love  not  to  gloze,  where  \  love  iadeede,  ; 

^  Nowe  God,  and  good  Saint  Anne,  fende  me  goo4 
fpeede  [gy 

Here,  then,  is  the  precedent  for  Shakfpeare's 
epiftle,  and  the  archetype  of  his  verfes.  Tp 
thi$  theory,  however,  the  public  accufer  has 
an  objedlion  at  hand  :  If  Shakfpeare  did  not 
underftand  Latin,  he  could  not  tranflate  the 
Engliih  Anne,  into  the  Latin  Anna.  But,  is 
it,  in  fad,  a  tranflated,  or  an  original,  name  ^ 
Mr.  Waldron  will  inform  (h)  us,  indeed,  "  tha( 
"  Anna  is  a  Latin  adoption  of  comparatively 
"  modern  ufc  ;*'  [Hebrew ^ht  ihould  have  faid]. 
And,  Mr»  Malonc  W\\\  affure  us  that,  "  to 
"  talk  of  Anna  Hatherrev>aye^  in  1582,  is 
**  truly  ridiculous  (/)*"  He  appeals  to  Lord 
Charlemont  upon  the  points  The  firft  rife> 
he  adds,  of  the  prevailing  paflioii  for  fonorous 
Chriftian  names  is  well  remembered.  The 
Lady  Elizas,  the  Lady  Matildas^  and  Lady 
Louifas,  have  now  gained  a  compleat  afcend- 
cncy ;  and  a  Lady  Betty,  or  a  Lady  Fanny  is 
hardly  to  be  found  (/f);    His  poCtion  is,  that 

^g)  Three  Proper  Letters,  1580,  p.  43. 

(A)  Free  Reflexions,  10. 

(/)  Inquiry,  145.  {k)   Id, 

N  till 
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till  within  time  of  memory ^  the  women  of  this 
country  were  not  known  by  poetical  names. 
Upon  this  pofition,  I  join  ifTue  with  him. 
I  maintain,  that  the  ladies  of  our  ifland  were» 
\tL  former  time^,  diftinguiflied,  by  names  as 
poetical,  zs  l;hemfelves  were  elegant.  Such  as: 
Gulielma,  MUmelta,  Philippa,  Francifca,  were 
their  ufual  appellations  (/)•  In  the  5  th  of 
Stephen,  Lucia,  the  Countefs  of  Chcfter,  was 
iiried,  in  the  Exchequer,  that  ^  She  might  do 
^  right  among  her  tenants  (w)."  Joia,  the 
widow  of  William,  the  fufor,  or  melter,  in 
the  time  of  Henry  2,  and  Richard  t,  ^  prof- 
'*,  fered  ten  merks,  to  have  livery  of  the  lands^ 
^  and  chattels  of  her  huflband  ;**  but,  Ihe  was 
too  poor  to  pay  the  fine  {n).  Lady  jfuliana 
Eerners  wrote  the  "  Bcke  of  Hunting,"  at 

'  '(/)  Camden's  Remains,  86  :  And,  wnostg  the  t^ual 
Chr^ian  names  of  women,  that  great  antiquary  mentions 
Jnna*p  fignifying,  gracUus^  or  merciful-  lb.  77. 

(m)  Madox's  Excheq*-.  voL  i.  p.  397.  This  book  con^ 
tains  many  fuch  names  in  thoie  9lden  times  :  as,  Mabilia, 
Sibylla,  Wiverona,  Abreda,  Aeliza,  £mma>  Maria,  Matilda> 
Roheifa,  HelewUa,  Gundreda,  Conftantia,  Alicia,  Hawifa^ 
Cecilia,  Ifolda  y  and  many  others  of  fimilar  ibund^  w^o  paid 
lines,  for  either  marrying,  or  rcAtfing  to  marry.  And  ibe 
Madox,  vol.  i.  p.  463-4. 

(»)  Madox,  voK  ii.  p^309  :  And^  fee  Dugdalcis  9a^ 
ronage,  every  where,  for  fuch  luunea, 

5  .>« 
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tbc  epoch  of  the  invepclon  of  typCgjaphy, 
Lady  Arabella  Stewarjl.  was  baptized »  in 
1578  (e>).  Spenfw  dedicated  his  Dapbnaide^ 
m  1591-,  to  Hekn^^  thje  Marchiopci^ .  of 
Northampton.  THq  Cduntefs  pf ,  Nofthum- 
bejlaiid,  who  was  th^  eeleljrated,  E^rl  of  Efn 
fex'«  fiftcr,.  was  niwied ;  Diana.  I  vfill  now 
clofc  my  proofs,  with  regard  to  the  ijfuejqinedf 
on  this  fubjedl,  by  ft^tiog  ^  fad,  which  will 
cofwinpe  the  reader,  that  beyond^  time  of  me^ 
mary,  ytvj  fonorous  nances  wer^  given  i^o  giris  1 
— '*  On.  the  thirteeth  of  July  1(^1^,.  was  bap-^ 
V  tized,  at  Wimbledon,  the  Lady*  Gbo>igi- 
"  ANtf  A>  the  daugh^r/of  the  Earl  of  Eiaeterj 
**  Queen.  Anne,  and  th^  Earl  of  Wprcefter^ 
**  being  witnefles  (/^)«'*  The  public. gccufer, 
therefore*  fails,  egrcgid^ufly,  in  proving  his 
pofition* 

{fi)  Lodge's  Uluftratlons,  vo).  iii.  p.  178  :  Yet,  fhe  al- 
ways Cgned  her  name,  Arhella^  to  her  letters  j  as,  indeed^ 
file  engraved  her  name  on  the  walls  of  her  prifo'n,  in  the 
tower. 

(^)  Lyfons's  Environs,  vol.  i.  p.  537 :  And  fee  the  mar- 
riage of  Chriftopher  Wra^e,  Efq.  and  Aibinia  Cecil,  in 
163^.  [I4<]  Richard  Burbadge,  the  celebrated  comedian, 
ibi  fellow  of  Shalcfpeare,  named  two  of  his  daugnters  Julioj 
not  Juliet^  as  Mr.  Malone  miftakingly  aficrts.  John  Klorio, 
theiexixrographer,  who  was  eleven  years  oUcr  i;ha{i  Shak- 
^re^  gave  his  only  daughter  the  name  oiJunlia. 

N  «  .  .      Ruti 
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BuC^  he.WilU  doubtlefs,  be  more  fuccefsful, 
in  his  next  challenge  :  "  In  plain  profe  the 
*'  moft  diligent  refearcber  will,  1  am  confi- 
**  dent,  not  difcover  a  fingle  Anna  in  the 
**  fixteenth  century  (  f )/'  I  accept  of .  his 
challenge.  I  produce  the  Bible ^  printed  by 
Barker,  in  1583  :  "  And  there  was  a^prophc- 
*^  teflc  one  Anna^  the  daughter  of  Pha- 
**  nucl  (r) :"  Nor,  is  this  a  folitary  inftance^ 
in  holy  nvHt :  **  Now,  Anna  fate  in  the  way 
♦*  looking  for  her  fon,"  [Tobias.]  (j).  But, 
he  will,  no  doubt,  objeft  to  the  Bible,  as 
too  figurative,  and  poetical,  for  plain  profe. 
I  will,  therefore,  offer  a  book  of  very  plain 
profe.  Cooper's  Thefaurus,  *573»  which  Shak- 
fpeare  may  have  ic^n :  *'  Anna,  a  name  of 
**  Hebrue,  which  fignifieth  gracious:  Anna^ 
"  alfo  the  name  of  a  Goddefle,  the  daughter 
"  of  Belus,  and  fifter  of  Dido^  ^eene  of  Car^ 
'*  tbage.^  Whatever  the  public  accufer  may 
think  of  this  book,  I  will  clofe  my  proofs 
with* an  authority,  which,  he,  of  all  obje<5tors, 
will  not  difpute : 

^<  Thou  ait  to  me  as  fecret^  and  as  dear, 
"  As  Anna  to  the  Queen  of  Carthage  was  (/)• 
, He,, 

{q)  Inquiry^  145. 

(r)  Luke,  ch^ii.  v.  36.  {$)  Tobit,  ch.xi.  v.5» 

(/)  Mai.  Shakfpearc,  1790,  vol.  lii.  p.  263,  The  Taming 
rf  tbi  Shrgw.    And  fee  the  Contmf  lotions  of  Bifhop  Hall, 

who 


VifcSES  TO  AkkaHatherkewayi.]//^* BELIEVERS.  i8i 

He,  however,  thinks  it  very  abfurd  in 
Shakfpcarc,  to  change  the  fpelling  of  his 
fweetheart's  name,  from  Hathaway  to  JEfo- 
tberrev:aye.  But,  is  this  more  abfurd,  than 
for  Lady  Shrewfbury  to  alter  the  name  of  her 
(«)  hufband ;  or,  for  Shakfpeare  to  vary  the 
fpelling  of  his  own  name,  in  the  moft  folemn 
adl  of  his  life  {y)  ?    The  fed  is,  there  vras, 

in 

who  was  born  in  1574)  ten  years  after  Shakfpeare  :  <<  But, 
^*  Anna  (hall  find  her  hufband's  afFeftion  in  her  portion." 
fProfe  Works,  998*9-1000.]  A  writer  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Mag.  for  May  1796,  p.  364,  has  met  with  one  filitary 
inftance  of  Anna^  in  the  parifh-regifter  of  St.  Botolph's, 
Bi(hopgate,  an.  1613.  He  would  have  met  with  a  thoufimd 
inftances  in  the  prerogative  office. 

(cr)  Lodge's  lUuftrations,  vol.  ii.  p.  168-9  :  She  ad- 
drefled  her  letter  *^<  To  my  lorde  my  hufl»nde,  the  Erie  of 
"  Shrowcfbury:"  She  fubfcribed  her  letter:  «  Your  feydie- 
«  full  wyffe,  E.  Shrowelbuiy."  The  ErU  her  bufiandi 
appears  to  have  been  uniform  in  writing  his  name  Sbrewf" 
bury. 

(v)  The  firft  brief  of  Shakfpeare's  will  is  figned  Shackr 
fpere  ;  the  lafl,  ^Yiikfpeare  :  His  deed  is  figned  Shakfpeare. 
In  Fenn's  Letters,  vol.iv.  p.  166-7,  "'^y  ^  ^^^  Bore/per 
for  Boarfptare.  In  the  Vacahula  Stanhrigij^  imprinted  by 
Abraham  Wele,  without  the  year,  but  probably,  in  the 
reign  of  Hen.  8,  may  be  found  together  *'  a  fptre-Jiaffe  5 
"  a  fpeare.**  In  Norden's  Surveyor's  Dialogue,  1607, 
p.  206,  he  hasfpeare.  In  Dugdale's  Warwickihire;  p.  518 
'— ao— 23,  may  be  feen  the  monumental  inicriptions  of  the 
Shakfpeare  family,  which  give  tbne  varietUs :  Shal^/r/, 

N  3  ^h^efpearty 
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in  thofc  times,  no  fixed  attention  to  the  uni- 
form fpellmg  of  names  :  Barnaby  Rych,  gen- 
tlemin,  who  had  an  office  at  court,  in  the 
decfication  of  bis  Short  Survey  of  Ireland  to 
the  Earl  of  Salifbury,  in  1609,  calls  him  the 
Earle  of  Sari/bury^  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
England.  The  authot  gives  his  own  name, 
JRyehf  in  the  title-page ;  RJcAe,  at  the  end  of 
the  dedication  :  and,  he  calls  himfelf  Rich, 
when  he  publilhed,  in  1622,  TJbe  Irijh  Hub- 
bub. Like  the  Englifli  Hue-and-cry y  the 
Iriih  Hubbub  was  originally  inftituted  for  the 
wifeft  pufpofes  ;  But,  befofe  honeft  Barnaby 
Rych,  Riche,  or  Rich,  publiflhed  his  ufeful 
truths,  in  1622,  the  Hubbub  had  degenerated, 
like  modern  Inquiries,  into  the  raifing  of  loud 
outcries,  on  flight  pretences. 

Buti  the  public  accufer  is  determined  neither 
^'  to  tire  our  patience,  nor  miflead  our  fenfe." 
He  merely  hejitates  dijlike  to  the  firft  two 
words  of  Shakfpeare's  epiftle  5  to  dearcji,  as  a 

6hak«^r^rr,  and  ^Tkffeare.  In  Fuller's  Worthies,  p.  126, 
there  are  two  varieties  :  Shake^^r^  ;  and  Shake/^^r  : 
And  foe  the  fame  book,  ch.  xvii.  p.  51  :  **  Of  tlie  often 
.*♦  altering  of  fimameS)  and  the  various  writing  thereof:"— 
^  T-bqs,  I  am  informed,"  fays  Fuller, "  that  the  honourable 
>*  name  of  f^iXers  is  written  fmrUen  fivnal  %04iys^  in  their 

word 
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word  {w)  uncommon  i  and  to  tbemjelvesp  *<  fpelt 
*^  as  one  word,  inftead  of  two  (a;)."  From 
Verbal  criticifhi,  he  comes,  at  length,  to  feri- 
ous  things :  The  public  charader  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  j  the  general  loyalty  of  her  length- 
ened reign ;  and  his  own  opinions  of  French 
politics  [y).     I  will  not  contend  with  him 

(w)  In  confutation  of  this,  I  have  already  quoted  How- 
ard's Col.  p.  521  :  I  will  now  add  The  Hiftory  of  Hawfted, 
P«  ^53j  for  a  letter,  in  1595,  from  Rebecca  Pake;  begin- 
ning ^^  Djare  mother,"  And  Effex  began  his  letter  te 
Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  the  17th  Auguft  J597,  **  Moft 
«  dear  lady."  (Birch '3  Mem.  vol.  ii..p.  358.]  To  all 
^efe,  1  will  fubjoin  from  The  Emmy  of  IdUmfs^  1621^ 
"  newly  publifhed^ and  augmented,"  p.  232,  what  "A 
**  lover  write*  unto  his  lady :  To  exprefle  unto  thee  (my 
**  deere)  tlie  inward  griefcs,  the  fecret  forrowes,  the  pinching 
"  paines,  that  my  poore  opprefled  heart  pittifuUy  indureth^ 
^'  my  pen  is  altogether  unable."  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
this  *<  Enemy  of  Idlenefle,"  was  fet  forth  with  the  laudable 
deHgn  of  "  teaching  a  perfeft  platforme  how  to  indite  epiftles 
**  of  all  fortes."  This,  then,  is  decifive  upon  the  pointy 
being  doubtlefs  the  very  precedent  from  which  Shak/peare 
copied  his  love  epifile  to  Anna  Hatheirewaye. 

[x)  In  reprobatioa  of  this,  I  have  formerly  quoted  Henry 
7th's  inftrudions  to  his  agents,  and  their  anfwers.  See  be- 
fore, p.  102.  I  will  fcerc  only  add,  that  there  is  in  the  paper* 
office,  Scots  Correfpond.  N»  9,  foL  573,  a  letter  from  Lord 
Hunfdon,  dated  the  1 5Ch  of  Auguft,  1 569,  to  Lord  Burghley^ 
in  which,  hirnfdfe  is  written,  as  one  word;  thenfehes  is 
written,  as  one  word'y  and  myfelfvi  written,  as  one  word*.  * 

(y)  Inquiry,  148  to  154. 

N  4  about 
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abput    wlftt    is   iDapplicablc    tP    the    fub* 

But^  if  the  public  accufer,  to  get  at  the 
fcoyi(h  pertnefs  of  a  rifing  poet,  on  the.  fcore 
of  loyalty^  and  Ukerty,  paean  to  fay,  or  infi- 
iiuate,  that  there  was  np  free  fpeaking,  no 
fre^  \yritxng,  and  no  free  adling^  in  that  reign, 
I  will  again  join  ifTue  with  him.     Need  I 
quote  the  black-letter  fcrmons  of  the  puri- 
tans, which  fwarmed  from  the  prefs,  daring 
that   age  (^).      Elizabeth  had   hardly  been 
feated  on  her  throne,  when  (he  was  faluted 
with  «  The  firft  blaft  of  the  Trumpet  agaipft 
"  the   monftrous   regiment  pf^  women  (tf)." 
Buchapan  foon  after  publiftied  his  De  jure, 
with  the  countenance  of  Burleigh,  fpr  a  fpc- 
cial  purpofe;  though  it  contained  the  feed^ 
plot  of  the  French  principles  of  the  pr^fent 

(z)  See  Strype's  Annals  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  ii.  p, 
629:  vp}.  ill.  p*  572-3:  And  fee,  vol.  i,  a  proclamation 
againfl-  traiterous  books -y  and  p.  575,  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding the  loyalty  of  fubjedls,  and  the  difcoveiy  of  the  fe* 
dlhious* 

..  (^)  Printed  in  1558:  The  author  wonders,  *^that  none 
*'  ,of  the  pregnant  wittcs  of  the  Ifle  of  Great  Brittany  fhould 
"  not  admoniih  th?  inhabitants  how  abominable  before  God 
5*  is  the  rule  of  a  wicked  woman ;  yea,  of  a  traitrejfe^  anc| 
^  ^bpjiardr  What  is  ghakfpearc's  bawbU  to  this  frtc 
Waiting  of  Knox ! 
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day.  Parfons,  by  the  name  of  Doleman^  pub- 
lifhed,  in  i594f  **  A  Conference  about  the 
^*  next  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of  {6)  Eng- 
^'  land/*  with  a  dedication  to  the  Earl  of 
Eflexy  though  it  contained  very  free  writing, 
— It  is  a  fad,  fufficiently  known,  that  the  two 
favourites  of  Elizabeth,  Leicefter,  and  Eflex, 
countenanced,  for  their  private  ends,  the  fe- 
ditious  praiSices  "  of  that  ungracious  crew, 
^'  which  feines  dcmurcft  grace/'  Very  dif- 
ferent was  the  conducSt  of  that  mirrour  of 
chivalry.  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  who,  when  the 
dedication  of  TJlfe  School  of  Abufe  was  offered 
him,  rejeded  it  with  fcorn  (r).  It  was  the 
free  condudt  of  our  dramatifts,  when  Shak- 
fpeare  was  yet  unknown  to  fame,  that  roufed 
the  attention  of  Elizabeth's  minifters;   and 


[h)  On  my  copy  of  this  very  rare  book,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing manufcript  note :  ^  This  book  was  condemned  by 
^  parliament,  an.  35  Eliz.  when  it  was  ena£led,  that  who- 
**  ever  fliould  have  it  in  Wis  houfe  (hould  be  guilty  of  high 
<<  treafon.  The  printer  was  hanged,  drawn,  and  quar- 
f'  tered." 

(c)  This  curious  anecdote  is  mentioned  by  Spenfer,  in 
his  Three  Letter s^^  1580,  p.  54.  1  repeat  it  with  pleafure ; 
becaufe  it  adds  another  wreath  to  the  chaplet  on  Sydney's 
brow. 


required 
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pequircd  then,  what  has  fincc  been  {J)  call- 
ed, a  Hcenfing  aSl.  It  was  to  this  remark- 
able cifcumftancc,  which  occurred,  while  our 
jpoet  was  whetting  his  pen,  that  we  probably 
owe  much  of  the  carreStneJs  of  Shakfpcare's 
dramas.  Such  are  the  &ds,  which  exhibit 
a  very  different  ftatc  of  the  free  principles  j  and 
Jree  practices  of  that  reign,  from  the  wild 
reprefen'-ations  of  the  public  accufer,  who,  in 
grou^^^ing  his  pidure,  has  thrown  a  thoufand 
ihades  about  the  truth. 

The  public  accufer,  however,  brings  Shak- 
Ipcare's  bawble  ;  the  fools  bawbkj  into  vivid 
Bght.    Yet,  does  he  doubt,  whether  the  word 

{d)  The  Lords  of  the  privy  council  wrote  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  on  the  12th  of  November  1589  : — ^^  That  _ 
«  whereas  there  hath  grown  fome  inconvenience  by  comon 
*^  playes  and  enterludes  in  and  about  the  cyttie  of  London ; 
**  in  [as  much  as]  the  players  take  uppon  [them]  to  handle 
•<  in  their  plaics  certcn  matters  of  itfv/VzyriV,  and  oijlate  un- 
"  iitt  to  be  fufFered  \  for  redrefie  whereof  their  lordfliips 
•«  have  thought  good  to  appointe  fome  perfons  of  judgment 
^  and  underftanding  to  viewe  and  examine  their  playes  be-) 
•*  fore  they  be  pmitted  to  pfent  them  publicUy,"  ice* 
Sec.  Similar  letters  were  at  the  lame  time  written  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and,  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels  \  to 
co-operate  in  this  neceiTary  meafure.  [Council-regifier,  12  . 
November  1589.]  This  curious,  and  important  fa£t  is, 
alone,  fufiicient  to  overthrow  the  whole  reafoning  of  Mr, 
Malonc,  about  the/r<^  writing  of  Shakfpeare's  cpiftles. 

bawble 
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^httwbk  had  obtained,  fo  eatly  as  the  middle  of 
Elizabeth's  reign,  the  fignification  of  any  flight 
toy,  gewgaw,  or  trifling  piece  of  finery.  Why 
doubts  he,  with  the  authority  in  his  hand  ?  I 
will  (how,  without  much  refearch,  that  the 
word  bawble  was  ufed,  in  its  prefent  fcnfc,  be- 
fore Shakfpeare  was  born.  When  the  author 
of  "  A  Schole  of  wife  Conceytes,*'  offered  his 
work  to  the  printer,  in  1569,  he  objeded, 
that  the  book  contained  nothing  but  what 
was  in  Efope^  which  "  already  cngli(ht  is/' 
The  author  admits  the  publication  of  Efope^ 
but  anfwers;  *•  comparing  that  with  myne, 
*'  it  is  as  neare,  as  eafte  to  weft ;  and  droffe 
**  to  filver  fine.**  The  printer  now  compares 
the  fVife  Conceytes  {e)  with  Efope  Englijhty  and 
at  length  finds  therein,  contrary  to  his  firfl 
thoughts  of  it;— 

**  Befides  uncomely  tales,. 

^  And  feiay  forged  fables, 

«  Wherewith  his  book  repleniflit  isy 

**  Perceyve  I  many  bablesJ* 
If  this  proof  be  not  deemed  fatisfacftory,  I  will 
produce  an  evidence,  who  fliall  fpeak  deci* 
fively,     Spenfer  knew  the  Englifh  language^ 
the  Englifh  language  of  his  fathers  :  Now,  he 

{t)  Written  by  Thomas  Blage,  ftudent  of  Queen's  CoL 
Cambridge  ;  and  printed  by  Binneman,  in  1569.  This  ig 
a  VTiXt^  ele^nt,  and  inftru^tive^  book  of  fables. 

fays. 
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fays,  merrily,  when  commending  virtue,  farne^ 

and  wealth : — 

^  Meere  gewegawfiSj  and  bablesi  in  comparifon  of  thefe* 
w  Toyes  to  mock  apes,  and  woodcockcs,  in  comparifon 

of  thefe. 
<<  Jugling  cafles,  and  knicknackesj  in  comparifon  of 
thefe  (/)." 
And,  in  this  obvious  fenfe,  Shakfpearc  fpcaks, 
in  Tiroiius  and  Creffida^  of  "  fliallow  bawbh 
"  boats;"  and  in  Gymbeline^  of  a  letter,  as  *'a 
"  fenfelefs  bawbleJ*  But,  our  poet  talks  of 
batvble  in  a  more  appropriate  meaning ;  ofbaw^ 
b/e,  as  "  ibe  foots  truncheon  of  office.-'  The 
commentators,  in  explaining  the  nature  of  the 
office,  and  the  utility  of "^the  thing,  have  bc- 
ilowed  all  the  cream  of  their  learning.  The 
public  accufer,  in  elucidating  the  "  original 
*'  barbarous  term  baubellum^'  has  ferved  up 
only  the  flcimmilk  of  his  knowledge.  Hif- 
torians,  by  repeating,  inaccurately,  the  irreve- 
rent cxpreffion  of  Cromwell,  for  the  fpeaker's 
mace,'  have  brought  the  word,  and  the  thing, 

*  (/)  The  Three  Proper  Letters,  1 580,  p.  34.  Stuhbes,  in 
his  Jnatomie  of  Abufes^  1 583,  Sig'  M  2,  fpeaks  thus  of  "  My 
"  Lord  of  Mifrule's  cognixances  :*^  They  have  alfo  certain 
papers,  wherein  is  "  painted  fome  babblerle^  or  other,  of  ima- 
•*  gery  work;  and  thefe  they  call  my  Lord  of  Mifrule's 
*'  badges;  Thefe  they  give  to  every  one,  that  will  give  mo- 
**  ney  for  them,  to  maintaine  them  in  their  heathenric,  divel- 
•*  rie,  whordom,drunkenes, pride,  and  whatnot."  . 

more 
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more  frequently  before  the 'reader's  eye.  It 
were  worthy  the  diligence,  and  acumen  of 
our  critic  to  ftipw,  from  whence  Cromwell 
derived  his  knowledge  of  the  fooPsbawble.  It 
was  from  Cambridge,  that  Cromwell  had  lii$ 
knowledge,  and  ufe,  of  the  expreffion :  For, 
performing,  there,  the  part  of  TCaSus  in  Brcwer*s 
Lingua*,  or  the  Combat  of  the  tongue  and  the 
Five  Senfes ;  Cromwell  bore  a  pact  in  the  fol- 
lowing fcene,  which  will,  probably,  bring 
many  reflexions  into  the  reader's  mind  (j-). 
«  [TaSus  ftumWcth  at  the  Robe  and  Ow«:-^] 
«  Taftus:— High  thoughts  have  flipp'ry  feet;  I  had  well 

«  nigh  fairn.        .  •        ^ 

«  Mendacio:— Well  doth  he  fall,  that  rifeth  with  a  fidl. 

«  Tadus:— What's  this  ? 

«*  Mendacio:— O,  are  you  taken!  Its  in  vain  to  ftrive— 

«  TaAus : — How  now  ? 

«<  Mendacio :— You'll  be  fo  entangled  ftraight— 

«  Taftus : — A  crown  ! 
'    ««  Mendacio:— That  it  will  be  hard— 

«  Taflus :— And  a  robe! 

w  Mendacio :— To  loofe  yourfelf. 
•     ««  Tadus :— A  crown ;  and  a  robe  ! 

**  Mendacio : — ^It  had  been  fitter  for  you,  to  have  found 

Tifools'-coat^  and  a  bawble\  hey,  hey!** 
I  have  now  proved  my  point,  that  the  word 
bawble;w^%  in  ufe,  in  its  prelent  fenfe,  before 
Shakfpeare  was  born ;  and  have,  incidentally, 

{g)  See  Dodfley*s  Old  Plays,  voLv.  p.  Ii6«i28. 

'  ihown 
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ibown  the  inutility  of  <iifquifion»  and  the  im« 
pertiQence  of  learning,  when  2ifaS  can  be  aiC* 
certaincd  by  proof. 

.  But>  the  public  accufer  is  determined  to 
fail  no  n¥^e.  .  He  thinks  it  a  ftrong  objedtioo 
to  the.  letter^  that  Shakfpeare  borrowed  his  fea^ 
timent  of  charity  from  himfelf.  Upon  other 
\ii)  occafions^  our  critic  finds  it  a  commodious 
method  of  iUuffa:ation»  to  {how  the  fimilarity 
of  the  .poet's  thoughts,  and  language,  on  dif<«> 
fereqt  fiibjeds.  Yet,  he  refolves  to  cut  down 
the  talk  cedarre  of  Shakfpeare  by  the  fa^^ 
«'  that  there  were  no  cedars  in  England  till 
^'  after  the  Reftoration  (i)/'  /^  Wherc,^ 
then,  he  pertinently  afks  "could  this  image 
**  have  been  presented  to  our  Stratford 
•«  youth?"  He  immediately  fubjoins,  *^in 
**  the  Bible,**  or  perhaps,  "  in  fomc  natural 
**  hiftorythat  wUl  fhortly  be  brought  for^ 
*'  ward'*  Now,  mark  the  potcni  efficacy  of  a 
plain  tale  againft  **  the  bookfuU  fcholar,  with 
**  loads  of  learned  lumber  in  his  head.*'  Willye 
fayis  to  Anna  :  "  I  cheryflie  thee  in  mye  une 
*^  hearte  forre  thou  arte  ass  a  talle  cedarre 

{h)  See  Mn  Malone'e  comments  on  Shakfpeare's  Son- 
nets, in  his  Supp.  vol.  i. 

(f)  Inquirjc,  t6a. 

**  ftretchyngc 
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**  ftretchyngc  forthe  its  branches  tnde  fuc* 
^*  courynge  the  fmallcre  plants  fromme  nyp:. 
**  pynge  wimicterre  orr  the  ,  boyfterouie 
^  wyndes/*  Shakfpeare  makes  t^  fcing-dei 
throning  Warwick  fay>  when  dying  in  the 
£eld,as  the  fpelling  has  been  modernized  bf . 
the  commentators  {*)  :  v 

«  !>«%  yidds  thi  C&DAR  to  the  axq'i  edge^ 
**  Whofe  arms  gave  (belter  to  the  princely  eagle  ^ 
"  Under  whofe  (hade,  the  ramping  lion  ilept;. 
«  Whofe  top '  branch  overpeer'd  Jove's  fpreadihg  tree, 
«  And  kept  low  Jhruh$  from  winter^ s  fruferfui  wind  (/)/• 


(i)  Mal.Shak.  voU  vi.  p.  373. 

(/)  In  Henry  8th>  Cramner  prophecies : 
'*  He  fhall  fiourifli,  and  like  a 
**  Mountain  ci^ar,  reach  ftis  bk^tiihes 
"  To  ail  thepWiis  a|)out  hinu'' 
(Sec  Mai.  Shak.  voL  vu.  p*  I39.']I  When  the  Grjla  Gayorum 
were  exhibited  at  court,  on  Shrove  Tue(3ay,  1594,   "  The 
•*  Imprefles  which  the  maflcers  ufed  upon  theif  efcutcheonsi 
«  for  their  devicesy  Werfe:  H.  Helmcs,  Prince :  In  a  bark  of  a 
•<  CKDAR  TREE,  the  charafier  E  engraven  :  Crtfceth.^*    If 
there  were  no  cedarre  inn  in  England,  at  Shrove-tyde,  in 
^594,  the  prince  of  the.  maflcers  muf},  no  doubt,  have  im^ 
ported  from  other  lands,  the  hart,  of  the  cedar  treey  for  the 
purpole  of  his  device.    In  The  Phcenix  Nejly  1593,  P*  ^» 
we*  have  the  following  lines  :— 

**'  And  that  which  was  of  woonder  moft, 
**  The  phcMix  left  fweete  Arabiet     j 
**  And  on  a  eadar  in  this  coafty 
*•  BaU(  up  her  tombe  of  'fpiceric.** 

...  The 
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The  fzA,  then,  precludes  the  inquiry^ 
whether  the  cedarre  were  introduced  into  £ng« 
land  before,  or  after,  the  Reftoration  i  xhtfaS 
anfwers  the  queftion,  whether  Shakfpearc 
were  gardener,  enough  to  know,  what  every 
nurfery-man  can  tell,  the  benefit  of  (hclter  ^ 
how  comfortably  the  cidar^  "  whofe  top- 
"  branch  over-pecr'd  Jove's  fpreading  tree, 
^  kept  low  flirubs  from  winter's  powerful 
"  wind/'  If  it  be  true,  that  Shakfpeare  ex^, 
baujied  words,  and  then  imagined  new,  is  it  not 
equally  true,  that  "  felf^glorious  pride"  ought 
neither  to  fatigue  patience,  nor  excite  ridicule, 
by  minute  inquiries,  whether  the  maker  derived 
his  images  from  what  exifted  in  Britain,  or  on 
the  great  glohe  itfelf.  The  abfence  of  the 
cedarre  tree  from  Britain  did  not  preclude  fatire, 
it  feems,  from  faying,  what  felf^glorious  pride 
TDSLj  repeat ; 

<^  I  knovif  my  ruder  hands  begin  to  qus^e, 
«  To  think  what  lofty  cedars  I  muft  fhakc  (ot)/* 
The  public  accufer  will,  however,  no  more 
incur  either  the  danger  of  ridicule,  or  the  re- 
buff of  confutation.  He,  at  length,  draws 
our  attention  {n)  to  the  love-verfes  of  the 
lijping  poet  "  to  the  fweet  nymph  of  Avon 
*'  layre/'  Yet,  he  ftops  his  critical  career,  by 
inquiring,  whether  this  be  a  love-fonnet,  or 

(«)  Marfton's  SatirdS)  1599,  N.  iili.     («)  Inquiry,  163. 

the 
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the  pofy  of  a  {o)  ring  ?     Neither;    Spenfer 
wffl  ztifWcT :  It  is  ''  milye's  Emblemed--- 
"  To  be  mzt^  *id  dkie  to  lode^ 
«*  Is  gratinted  fcarce  to  God  above  (p).'* 
The  public  accufer  fickcns  at  the  found:  No 
more  of  this   {q)  Namby  -  Pamby  ^Jti^j    he 
cries, — 

**  -— — •*—  in  fonorous  ftrain, 
^  Wails,  iieeples,  Ikies,  bray  back  to  him  agaiii." 
Yet,  he  refolves  to  draw  otir  attention  to 
the  rhythm  of  the  firfl  line;  taking  care  to 
create  the  faulty  which  Shakfpeare  never  com-> 
ihltted,  by  lengthening  heav^enni^  with  A  di^ 
dfiolk  hyphen.  The  critic  appeals  to  the  de- 
cliion  of  Spenfer :  **  Heaven  being  ufed  fliort 
*^  as  one  fyllable,  when  it  is  in  verfe  ftrctchcd 
*•  [out]  with  a  diafiok  is  like  a  lame  dog  that 
"  holdeth  up  dnfe  leg  (r).*'  I  boW  to  the  de- 
cilioii,  and  reverence  the  fenfe,  of  Spenfer. 
A  poet,  who,  cofatrafy  to  ordinarie  ufc,  \irhich 

(0)  Ih4ulr7, 164. 

(^)  Sec  Speilicf's  Thra  LettirSy  1580^  p.  38. 

^q)  Inquiry,  164:  "I  fliall  iioi  therefore  fickirii  your 
*  lordlhip  wldi  any  more  of  thisnataby-pamby-ftuff.'* 

(r)  Spenier  certainly  fays  this,  but  with  more  accuracy  of 
language,  orthography,  and  |>oiiltIilgi  in  his  Thr^i  Lintirs^ 
is8b,  p.  6  s  but,  in  p.  54,  S^fffet  tresit^  ^  this  iinagbiuf 
«  £a/lpU  as  nodiing  worth." 

O  Spenfer 
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Spcnfcr  calls  the  fovereign  rule^  will  lengthen 
a  monofy liable^  certainly  merits  reprobation : 
But,  what  does  the  critic  defcrve,  who,  Con- 
trary to' the  purpofe  of  the  poet,  will  ftrctch 
out  the  verfe  by  a  diajlolef  As  a  lame  dog^  he' 
merits  no  help  over  thejlile. 

Let  us,  however,  attend  to  the  context  of 
Spen(er,  where  he  gives  his  final  judgment 
upon  the  point  {s). .  "  Now  for  your  heaven^ 
**  feaven,  eleaven,  or  the  like ;  I  am  likewife 
"  ot  the  fame  opinion :  as  generally  in  all 
**  words  elfe  :  we  are  not  to  go  a  little  farther, 
**  either  for  the  projbdy^  or  the  orthography^ 
"  (and  therefore  your  imaginarye  diajlole  no- 
**  thing  worthy)  than  we  are  authorifed  by 
•'  the  ordinarje  ufe^  and  cujiom^  and  proprieties 
"  and  idiomcy  and,  as  it  were,  majejiie  of  our 
"  fpeech ;  which  I  account  the  only  infallible 
"  and,  fovereign  rule  of  all  rules  :  and  there- 
*'  fore,  having  refpedt  thereunto,  and  reputing 
'*  it  petty  treafon  to  revolt  therefrom:  dare 
**  hardly  eyther  in  the  profodie^  or  in  the  or^ 
*\thograpby  either,  allow  them  two  iillables 
*'  infteade  of  one,  biit  would  as  well  in  writ- 
**  ing,  as  in  fpeaking,  have  them  ufed  as 
♦*  monofyllables,  thus :  heavn^  feavn^  aleavn  i 
^^  as  Jfcftf^^r' Afcham  in  his  I'oxopjbilus  doth 

W  lb-  p.  54. 
'  .  **  yme^ 
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**  yme^  commonly  written  Tron.*'  —  Thus 
much  for  the  final  decifion  of  Spcnfer,  againft 
the  public  accufer.  As  I  am  now,  probably, 
to  take  my  leave  of  his  Three  Proper  Letters,  I 
will  adopt  what  Pope  applies  to  Boileau,  on 

the  fame  occafion ; 

"  And,  Spenfer  ftill,  in  right  of  Horace,  fways  (/)," 
In  our  poet's  genuine  compofitions,  fays* 
Mr.  Malone,  we  never  find  any  fuch  hobling 
metre  (u).  You  may  find  a  thoufand  fuch 
bobling  metres y  if  you  will  ftretch  out  the  verfe 
by  a  dtafiolic  hyphen.  Let  us  take  an  exam- 
ple from  Shakfpeare's  fonncts : 

«  O  how  I  fiiint,  when  I  of  you  do  write;  * 

**  Knowing  a  better  fpir«it  doth  ufe  your  name.** 
Spirit,  fays  Mr.  Malone,  in  his  note,  is  here, 
as  in  many  other  places,  ufed  as  a  monojylla^ 
ble  {y).  In  the  fame  manner,  I  fay,  that 
beavenne  in  the  firft  ftanza  of  Shakfpeare's 
verfes  to  .Anna  Hatherrewayc  ought  to  be 
read  as  a  mmojyllabhy  if  ordinarie  ufe  be  the 
fovereign  rule-^  ,and  if  Shakfpeare  hiqafelf  hath 

[t)  Spenfer  quotes  Horace's  w/rxPtf^Z/V^,  in  p.  44. 

(if)  Inquiry.  164. 

(v)  Sup.  vol.  i.  p.  645.— Sir  John  Davis,  in  his  Nofce 
Tt^umy  I599,p-  6-12-22,  hath  very  often  /pirit  [fprite]  as 
a  monofyllable ;  Sp  has  he  fuitil  as  a  monofyllable,  fubtU. 
See  before,  page  46. 

O  2  ufed 


q&d  heaven^  momfylkbicallyyZ  thoufand  times; 
ifaen  muft  tfa^  crkicij[m  of  the  public  accufer 
be, 

^  As  falfcy  by  hiaven^  as  biaven  itfelf  is  true. 

But,  with  Shakfpeare's   epiftles,  in  profc, 
and  rhyme,  I  have  now  done.     I  will  here 
lubmit  to  the  equity  of  this  court  this  Apology 
for  the  believers,  in  refpedl  to  both.     On  this 
occafion,  it  will  eafily  be  rccollcfted,  that  the 
general  argument  concluded  moft  favourably 
for  the  believers,  "  if  there^  be  truth  mjighty 
On  the  other  hand,  the  public  accufer  under- 
took, by  particular  inveftigations,  to  overthrow 
the  ilrong  prefumption,  arifing  from  general 
f  eafonings.     The  poet,  who  early  wrote  **  A 
*^  Lover's  Complaint  i"  who  was  in  habits  of 
inditing  verfes  of  Venus  and  (w)  Adorns-^  is 
confidered,  by  the  public  accufer,  as  a  veiy  un- 
likely pcrfon   to   write   love-cpiftles   to  the 
Warwickjhire  hfsj  whom  he  loved.     I  have 
examined,  and  I  truft,  confuted  his  objedions.. 
Neverthelefs,  feeing  the  letter,  and  verfes  of 
Shakfpeare,  in  fujpicious  company,  I  will  ac- 
knowledge, on  behalf  of  the  believers,  that 
in  future, 

<(  Wd  mitft  flanre  our  fight  from  lover's  rogcL"- 

■I  «■■      t iia       ■        ■!      <  ■    I        *— ^<|>»r 

(w)  See  Malone's  Sup*,  yd.  I  ?•  ♦03—739. 
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Of  this  monument  of  Shakfpeare's  piety, 
the  public  accufer  profefles  to  "  have  very 
**  little  to  {a)  fay;*'  judging,  wifely,  as  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  retradion,  that  ti)e  leajl  /aid  is 
foonefi  mended.  Yet,  he  urges,  though  with 
lefs  force,  the  fame  objeBionsy  which  he  had 
made  to  former  documents :  "  The  ortho- 
**  graphy ;  the  language  and  phrafeology ; 
**  the  diffimilitude  of  the  band-writing  ;" 
which,  having  been  already  confidered,  and 
confuted,  need  not  be  confidered  again,  at  more 
length,  nor  confuted,  under  this  head  of  the 
inquiry,  by  new  fafts* 

But,  the  public  accufer  recurs,  neverthelefs, 
to  his  old  logic,  fuppofing  what  he  ought  to 
prove,  and  arguing  againft  experience,  though 
fuch  logic  be  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  re^ 
foning,  which  have  been  laid  down,  by  every^ 
logician,  from  Wilfon  to  Watts,  In  the  fame 
ftraiAfe^hje  (^)  obje<Ss,  that  though  John  Shak^ 
fpeare  made  a  confeffion  o£  faith;,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  it  is  improbable^  William  Shak- 
fpeare  (hould  make  a  profeffion  of  his  faith, 

\fi)  Inqui^}  196.^  (*)  Ibquiry,  197-8. 

O3  iB 
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in  the  reign  of  King  James,  He  had  himfclf 
produced  to  the  public,  in  1790,  the  confcf- 
iion  of  John  Shakfpeare,  which  was  found  in 
the  biding-bole  of  the  houfe  of  Shakfpeare, 
From  the  fentiment,  and  the  language,  this 
confeflion  appears  to  be  the  effufion  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  mind,  and  was  probably 
drawn  up  by  fome  Roman  Catholic  prieft  (r). 
If  thefe  premifes  be  granted,  it  will  follow^ 
as  a  fair  deduftion,  that  the  family  of  Shak- 
fpeare  were  Roman  Catholics ;  a  circum^ 
fiance  this,  whjch  is  wholly  confiftent  with  what 
Mr.  Malone  is  now  ftudious  to  {d)  inculcate, 
viz.  "  that  this  confeflion  could  not  have 
/*  been  the  compolition  of  any  of  our  poet's 
**  family.'*  The  thoughts,  the  language,  the 
orthography,  all  demonftrate  the  truth  of  my 
conjedure,  though  Mr,  Malone  did  not  per- 

(r)  As  a  fpecimen,  let  us  take  the  beginniag  of  this  De- 
claratioirof  faith,  from  Mul.  Shak.  vol.  i.  pt.  2.  p.  330:-^ 
**  In  the  name  of  God,  the  father,  fonne,  and  holy  ghofl,  the 
"  mofl  holy  and  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  mother  of  God,  the 
**  holy  hoft  of  angelr,  patriarchs,  prophets,  Evangelifts, 
<«  Apoflles,  Saints,  Martyrs,  and  all  the  Celeftial  Court  and 
*'  Company  of  heaven,  I,  John  Shakfp$ariy  an  unworthy 
."  member  of  the  holy  CathoHck  Religion^  being,"  &c,  suk) 
fee  ilill  ilronger  terms  in  the  conclufion  of  thi$  proteft^ 
tionj  Qonfefjion-^  and  charter,  in  p.  162-6, 

(rf)  Incjuiry,  19^, 
'        *  CeivQ 


OT  Faith.]        fir  ihe  ^EVIEVERS.  igf 

ccive  this  truth,  when  he  firft  publiflied  this 
paper,  in  1790.  But,  it  was  the  performance 
of  a  C/erJte,  the  undoubted  work  of  the  family 
prieft.  The  conjeiflure,  that  Shakfpeare^s 
family  were  Roman  Catholics,  is  ftrengthened 
by  the  fadl,  that  his  father  declined  to  attend 
the  corporation  meetings,  and  Was,  at  laft,  re- 
moved, from  the  corporate  body  (e).  Yet, 
the  public  accufcr  (/)  infers,  "that  it  is  ex- 
^*  tremely  improbable  that  aU  the  Shakfpearc 
^*  family  (hould  be  confejjors  o£  their  faith/* 
Every  other  logician  would  infer,  that  if  it 
had  been  the  cuftom  of  the  family,  which  was 
followed  by  the  father,  it  is  extremely  proba- 
ble, the  fame  cuftom  would  be  alfo  followed 
by  the  fon,  who,  at  times,  cannot  conceal  Jbis 
faitb,  even  in  his  dramas  (^). 

This 

{e)  Theplacc  too,  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  where  this  coiit 
feilion  was  found,  proves,  that  it  had  been  therein  concealed, 
during  times  of  perfecution,  for  the  *'  holy  Catholick 
"  religion." 

(/)  Inquiry,  199. 

{g)  In  the  famous  fcene  between  the  Ghoft,  and  Hamlet, 
there  are  many  (Irokes  of  a  Roman  Catholic  pen.  Shak- 
fpearc, apparently,  through  ignoranu^  (ays  WARBrRTON, 
makes  Roman  Catholics  of  thcfe  Pagan  Danes :  [Steevens'^ 
Shak.  1793.  vol.  xv;  p.  72r5«]  But,  this  is  not  fo^mu^  an 
c^iample  of  ignorancty  as  of  knowledge^  though  perhaps  not  of 

O  4  his 
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This  reafoning  iscpofirmed,  by  the  CQnfide* 
ratioOj  that  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  was  a  pe- 
riod of  apparent  (h)  piety,  and  the  reign  of 
Jamas  I  ft,  an  age  of  religious  fpeculation* 
To  avow  particular  nuoflcs  of  faith  became 
cxtremjely  fa(hionabl?,  during  both  thofe  pe- 
riods. It  was*  probably,  by  this  fafliion,  that 
Lord  Bacon,  the  prince  of  philofophers,  was 
induced  to  draw  up  his  cqnfe^onqf  {t)/aithl 

|)is  pradcncc,  when  the  poet  avows,  covertly,  indeed,  his  (fwn 
opinions.  In  Othello,  ShakTpeare  makes  ^milis^  (ay :  <<  I 
<'  fliould  venture  purgatory  for'c**  The  readers,  of  Shak- 
ipeve  will  eafily  remember  other  expre^ons  of  a  fiinilar 
kind,  which  plainly  proceeded  from  the  overflow- of  Roman 
Catholic  zeal*  He  is  continually  fending  his  chara£ters  to 
)ftr|^,^  or  confeffion:  ^  Riddling  confejjion  finds  but  riddling 
^.Jhrifu^\  •<  Bid.  her  deyife  fottic  means  to  come  to  flnrifi 
*<  this  afternoon/'  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  ftudious  to 
Jhow  his  contempt  for  tha  Puritans.  In  Twelfth  Nighty 
^  Marry,  Sir,  he  feems  fometimes  a  kind  of  Puritan :"  In 
Winter^s  TaU  \  ^  But,  onq  Puritan  among  them,  and  he 
^  fmgs  Pfalms  to  hornpipes.*'  The  religion  of  our  great 
dramatift,  will,  no  doubt,  fill  a  whole  chapter  of  the  folio  lifk 
of  Shakfpeare,  which  will  be,  certainly^  written,  withouf 
feoffs  at  the  opinions  of  o(her  biographers, 

(A)  See  Lord  Burghley's  FrofeJJion  oi  Faiths  in  Strypc*s 
Annals,  vol.  ii.  p,  .334:  And,  Archbiffaop  Parker's  Projfef- 
lion  of  Faith,  may  be  feen  in  Strype*s  Life  of  that  Prelate, 
P/  500. 

{%)  Bacon's  Remains^  Edt  1^48)  p«.  9fi 

3  h 
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in  order  to  pleafe  a  monarchy  i^ho  interei^ed 
lymfelf  in  religious  theories.  Bgicon'a  cort'^ 
fejjiony  I  prefume,  the  public  accufer  will  de- 
nominate a  *•  myftical  rhapfody  /'  without 
much  confideration  perhaps  of  the  real  mean- 
ing of  the  term,  myjiical^  or  mucl)  inquiry  int;p 
the  proper  fignification  of  the  word  rhap- 
fody(i). 

But,  he  ^  yen  %  ftroijgei;  qbjeaiipn^to 
Shakfpeare's.  rhapfody,  whether  it  be  myftical^ 
or  literal.  In  order  to  convii^  it  of  fiiftion,  thfe 
public  accufer  i$  ftudious  to  proy;e>«  *^  ih*^  k 
,"  has  been  evidently  formed  on  l»ly  wfit(/).j' 
Whether  he  learned  tjais  niodjB:  of  re^foning 
from  Crakanthorp,  Wajlifi,  or.  AJ.dJiiph,  mgy 
require  fpme  explanavtiQn  ()»).  Ey^y.  Cl^-i^^ 
tian  rhetoriciai)  would  reafoofthly  in^ri  tj)^  ^ 
confeiiion  of  faith,  whiph  hgs.bqon  forn)e4:Qn 
holy  writ,  is  probably  geijuine  ip  it^.  (fecl^ra- 
tion,  and  true  in  its  dodrine. 

The  public  accufer  i?,  neycrthelefrx  deter- 
mined to  overthrow  general  reajfooiogj^by  fpo^ 

(i)i  Queen  Elizabeth's  Prayer^  for  the  fucce&of  the  «c* 

pedition  againft  Cadiz,  in  1^96,  which  was  fent  by  Mr. 

Stecretary  Cecil  to  Eflex,  may  be  feen  in-  Birch's  Menu 

,  vol  ii.  p,  i8«     Tbis»  I  prefmne,,.  wiU  atfo.  be  cal}ed> 

{I)  Incjuiry,  200.  {m)  See  the  Inquiry,  196* 

cial 
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cial  invcftigation..  He  repeats  an  ohjeSdon, 
which  had  been  already  made  by  others,  to 
the  epithet  lej^ee,  as  applied  to  a  tree,  when 
trees  are  denuded  of  their  foliage  :  But,  there 
are,  in  Shakfpeare,  as  great  wonders  as  "  this 
^*  unfortunate  epithet."  The  Queen  ex- 
claims, in  Richard  3d  : — 

^  Why  grow  the  branches,  when  the  root  is  gone? 

*«  Why  wither  not  the  leaves,  that  want  their  &p  ?" 

In  this  ftrain  of  minute  criticifin,  he  {fi) 
inquires,  **  whence  the  abfurd  introduction 
"  of  a  chicken  for  the  mother-^birdJ*  Whence, 
but  from  the  creative  faculties  of  the  poet's 
mind  ?  What  is  a  poet,  if  you  deprive  him 
of  his  fidlionsy  and  his  fancies  ?  Why  does 
Shakfpeare,  in  Timon  of  Athens y  make  the  Fool 
anfwer  the  friends  of  Timon^  though  they 
were,  probably,  parental  birds:  *•  She's  e'en 
**  fetting  on  water  to  fcald  fuch  chickens  as 
**  you  are/* 

But,  the  public  accufer  conceives  it  a  waftc 
of  time  to  detain  his  noble  correfpondent  any 
longer,  when  he  has  {p)  added,  "  that  the 
**  word  bymfelfe  is  exhibited  as  one  'word;  and 
'*  the  word  acceded  is  found  in  it."  Had  he 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  into  Cooper^ s  I'he^ 
faurusy  i573>  he  wouJd  have  feen  the  word 

(ff)  Inquiry,  20i.  (#)  Inquiry,  202. 

hymfelfc 
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bymfelfe  printed,  as  one  word,  a  thoufand 
times  ;  as  I  have  already  ftiown  the  word 
theymfelfe  was  written,  before  Shakfpeare  was 
born  (^).  Thus,  **  he  draweth  out  t}ic  thread 
**  of  his  verbofity  finer  than  the  ftaple  oi  his 
*'  argument/' 

Yet,  in  this  fpif it  of  minutenefs,  the  public 
accufer  perfeveres,  in  fpinning  many  a  thread 
of  fimilar  finenefs.  And,  he  infiils,  that  the 
nonexiftence  of  the  word  accede  in  the  EngliHi 
language,  for  a  century  after  the  death  of 
Shakfpeare^  in  1616,  is  decifve^  in  proving 
the  fpurioufnefs  of  Shakjpeare's  ConfeJJion  (y). 
Happy  !  had  his  proof  been  equal  to  bis  pofi- 
tivencfs.  The  diplomatic  word  accede  is  fb 
recent,  he  fays,  that  Johnfon  gives  no  ex- 
ample of  its  ufe.    As  lexicographers  fome- 

(^)  In  Sir  John  Davis's  Nojce  Teiffumy  1599,  P-  ^7> 
may  be  often  feen  himftlfe^  printed,  and  written,  as  one  word: 
*«  Which  himfeife  makes,  in  bodies  formed  new, 
**  Which  bimfclft  makes  of  no  w/i/^r/W  thing.'* 
Here,  the  rhythm  forbids  the  disjunftion  of  bim-felfe,  and 
requires  the  accent  on  the  Hrft  fyllable  \  fo  as  to  give  a  bre- 
vity of  pronunciation  to  the  word.  Hymftlfe  piay  be  feen  often 
printed  by  Wynken  de  Worde,  as  one  word,  in  the  FrupfuU 
Sayenga  of  Dauydj  1529:  So  is  l^^;?^^^  printed  in  it,  as  one 
word,  for  themfehes : — «  Suche  as  gyve  tbmfelft  to  wordly 
^  voluptyes  may  well  feye."  And  kc  himfeife  printed,  as  one 
word,  in  Lyly*s  Euphuesy  1581,  p.20*>,  and  53^  &c.  - 

(f)  Inquiry,  202-^- 

times 


tkms  quote  ooe  aoothjer^  he  might  have  cited 
P^  Foe'?  DiSUonaxy,  1735.  Kerfcy  ha,s  not 
ti^  uncoomson  word,  it  feems,  in  his  Dic- 
tioqiacyt  1708^1  after  aU:  the  ipeaking^  and 
Writiag,  about  treaties,  in  preceding  timra. 
Nor,  is  it  in  Coles,  nor  Phillips ;  in  Bullokan, 
.nor  Bacrct ;  in  Bloiant,.  nor  Mii^Oaueiu  He 
canxx>t  a^ertitia  the  epoch  of  its  introdu(9:ionj 
yc^t,  is  be  (r)  po&tive,  that  the  word  was  luv- 
jknown  to  our  language;  for  near  a  century, 
after  the  uic  of  it  in  Sh^kfpeare's  Cc;j^fo;f» 
Qa  the  other  handj^  it  np^ufl:  l^  adn^itted,  that 
the  word  acc^ds  has  beea  long  in  oui^  Iaxi«* 
guftge :  and^  the  only  qiueftioa  is,  when  did  ' 
}|;  c^nie  ijitp  u&  i  He  iup|>o(es,  inde^»  what 
^finot  be  allowed^  beaauiie  it  is  inconiiilent 
wi|h  trfjfhf,  that  our  did-ionaries  contain  every 
word,  in  the  vaft  volume  of  our  learning, 
whether  ivhtte^ letter ,  or  black-letter.  Jbhn- 
fon's  Diiflionary  is,  like  every  other  dictionary, 
a  mere  fele^on  5  nor  does  any  preceding 
word-book  contain  a  more  copious  colledion 
than  his  :  Yet,  the  public  accuffer  inlifts 
that,  becaule  he  cannpt  find  a.  word,,  oa  the 
«<  blailed.  heath  "  of  our  lexicc^raphy ;  it, 
therefore,  does  not  exift  in  our  libraries,  eitller 
in  print,  ^r,  in  manufcript.     But,  in  the  vor 

(r)  luqtfiryi  204. 

cabulary 
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cabuhuy  of  Mr.  Malone  a  fikBion  tneana  a 
colkBim  :  And,  in  his  logical  dictionary,  fai-> 
lure  of  proof  ftands  for  fulnefs  of  probation  i 
whence  ySwr^/jfemj-,  contrary  to  the  fyftem  of. 
nature, .  may  be  deduced  from  waking.  Very 
different,  indeed,  is  the  poetical  reaibning  of 
Davis  :— 

"  Of  nmghty  no  creature  ever  formed  ought : 
«*  For,  that  1$  proper  to  the  JlmgbtU*s  hand  (i).'* 

The  almigbtie  critic's  inanity  of  reafoning, 
I  will  oppofc  with  faBs.  It  is  remarkable, 
fays  he,  «  that  Edward  Philips,  [  Phillips} 
"  Milton's  nephew,  who  was  a  good  Jbbolar^ 
**  has  not  the  word  [accede]  in  his  di(9:ionary» 
"  though  he  has  the  kindred  word  concede^ 
•*  and,  what  (hews  decifively,*'  he  adds,  "  that 
*'  the  word  [accede]  did  not  exift,  when  he 
^^  publi&e4  his  book,  (1659)  is,  he  explains 
'^  the  two.  law  Writs  Accedas  ad  curiam,  and 
*^  Accedes  ad  vice-comitam(/)."    Let  tts  il-» 

lufttatc 

.      {/)  Nofce  Teip/uuu 

(#}  Inquiry,  zoa'S*  For  an  atooiint  6f  Eiwisi  Pbti- 
lipsy  as  he  fpelt  his  oilrn  name,  iee  Wood's  Ath,  wL  iu 
c.  iii6.  *  Blount,  the  author  of  the  Law  Didiqnary,  1670^ 
complalils  of  the  ftagiafifin  of  Phillips ;  and  Skinner,  who. 
wrote  the  Etymologicon^  accufes  him  of  ignorance.  Now, 
the  bSt  is,  that  theie  two  Uraf*writ$  were  hot  In  Plullips'i 
>:^e4ittoii,  1658;    But,  %7  Were  iafe^*!  t^  iikfichnd 

edition^ 
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Ibftrate  this  reafoning,  by  the  example  of  the 
two  kindred  words  ;  accefs^  and  accejjible: 
Naunton,  in  writing  to  Eflex,  from  Paris,  in 
1597,  tells  hirti  "  that  no  nian  fhall   have 

*  accefs  to  the  King/'  [Henry  4th]  :  But, 
writing  foon  after,  ^Naunton  informs  Eflex, 
**  that  the  King  is  grown  more  accejjihle  («)." 
Barret  has,  in  his. ^Ivearie,  1580,  the  word 
acceffei  but  not  accejjible  \  Minfhcu  has  the 
<^ord  accejfe^'  in  his  Guide  into  the  tongues^ 
1617;  hxxt  not  accejible{v).  Now,  were  the 
inquiry, '  whether  the  word  accejjible  exifted 
at  that'  period,  in  the  Englifh  language, 
the  arifwer  mail  be,  according  to  Mr-  Ma- 
lone*s  logic,  that  accejjible  did  not  exift,  in 
the  age  of  Shakfpeare  :    But,  the  faSly  thus 

edition,  which  gave  rife  probably  to  Blount's  complaint* 
The  third  edition  was  publifhed,  in  1671.  Had  there  been 
^queftion,  in  1658,  whether  thofe  tvfo.law  writs  exifted 
Aen,  in  the  language  of  our  law,  it  would  have  been  a  de- 
dfive  argument,  according  to  Mr.  Malonc's  reafoning,  to 
infift,  that  they  had  no  exiftence,  in  our  law ;  becaufe  they 
were  not  to  be  found  in  Phillips's  JVtn-ld  of  IVords^  in  1658. 
This  title  was  plainly  taken  from  Florio :  What  Phillips 
ftole  from  Blount,  I  pretend  not  to  know* 

*  («)  See  Birch's  Mem,  vol.  ii.  p.  71 — 83,  for  the  curious 
letters  from  Sir  Robert  Naunton  to  the  Earl  of  Effex,  of 
Ifirhich  Queen  Elizabeth  thought  highly. 

(v)  Milieu  inferted  accejfiiii  in  his  fecond  edition,  1627. 

ftrongly 
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ib-ongly  oppofed^   from  the  ujh  of  the  word 
by  Naunton,  in  1597,  overpowers  the  argu-  . 
ment  of  the  public  accufer. 

In  this  correfpondence,  between  Naunton, 
and  Effex,  may  be  feen  a  variety  of  phrafes^ 
which,  as  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  word-- 
books^  cftablifh  the .  pofition,  that  words  :  may  . 
exift  in  our  language,  although  they  do  not 
appear  in  our  diftionarics.  As  the  fubjedl.  is 
curious  for  its  information,  and  the  dedudtioa 
from  it  bears  upon  the  Inc^^iry;  I  will 
illuftrate  the  argument,  by  giving  a  few  cxt 
amples  from  the  erudite  Letters  of  Naunton : 
Ingeminated ;  ttckle-^^zt^  of  things  ;  tickle^ 
piece  of  fervice  ;  ojlentatvoe  humour ;  weary* 
fomely  \ongt^  for;- jejune  conje^uralsi  clear ^ 
Iter  fee;  refavourizing;  difconceiti  palinodizing 
in  his  refolutions;  n^vf ^  ambience  ^,  interme- 
diation ;  difdenned  out  of  [w)  Ronen ;  uncir-; 
cumfpeilion ;  detrefted ;  difcorrefpondence  :> 
Such,  among  others,  were  the  words,  which. 
were  ufed  by  Naunton,  when  writing  to 
Eiiez,  for  the  fight  of  Elizabeth  ;  and  which 
have  not  been  adopted  by  our  lexicographers. 
Lord  Burghley  has  the  fine  word  expugnabk  -,' 
which  is  not  adopted  by  Johnfon,  thought  he,, 

(w)  Birch's  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.68— 72— 73— 94— 83— 89 
—90—93—95—97—266^303—449.        ^  -;  'i 

has 
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hfas  expu^n.  Old  Lady  Bicon,  the  learned 
widow  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  writing  an  ex- 
poftulatory  epiftle  to  Lord  EfTex,  on  account 
df  his  gallantries  with  i  iharri'ed  lady,  in 
Elizabeth's  court,  complains  of  the  frail  fair 
ohe'i  **  unjbathefacednefs^^  of  hier>  "  uwjotfelih\ 
«*  and  unlhaiiicfaded  d'ertieanor  (^).*'  Lady 
Bacbn  is  a  great  authority ;  for  (he  Was  one 
of  the  leariicd  daughters  of  Anthony  Coke ; 
ahd  her  epiftle  exhibits  fcriptural  reference, 
and  both  ckflical  quotation,  and  alluficjn.  ^ 
n  would  be  a  wedHfortie  taflc,  indefed,  to 
compare  the  vaft  Volume  of  Raleigh,  and  the 
inftumerable  Writings  of  Bacon,  With  dur  dic- 
tionaries j  ih  order  t(5  Bftablifh  illore  ftroiigly 
the  p6fition,  thit  ten  thoafahd  Wbfck  exift  in 
our  language.  Which  have  hot  feeert  cbllefted 
into  our  vocabularies.  A  fej^  Words  Ihall, 
iibweveri  be  givefi  from  Petty*S  V  Jldvici  to 
*•  Hartlib  fer  the  Advdncement  of(j)Leamihg;'' 

'  (x)  This  curidns  letter,  ^hich  is  ih  flirfch's  Itferit  vd.  iL 
p»  A  tfl,  i^d6  WtitteA  Wifii  flicH  forte  of  argument,  and  energy 
of  expfeffi€Mi,  ad  to  leave  fiflex  no  other  anfwerj  than  to 
itenj  the  faff  \  diough  the  whole  court  had  been  witneflfes, 
of  the  unjhaffiefacednefs  of  th^  £arl,  and  rht.unwifilike  de- 
nttstnor  of  the  Lady. 

if)  It  was  publiflied  in  1644  i  and  fee  the  Words  quoted, 
jjpgp.4— 6-p-ao/ 

^  t6 


kf  FAira.]      /or  tie  BELli'VEKd.  ibg 

as  the  convidk»n  of  examples  will  then  be 
added  to  the  feafoAableliefs  of  my  pofition  i 
JJnpre^ccu^d  in  cHiltlrtn  j  edutandi  to  h^ 
taught  by  the  ^ducat&rs  i' Ma^enates  and  pa-* 
ttovit  I  navaf4b^  Ah^  m^kmg  (hipsj  Itlcrife-^ 
rtnUi  hciferoas^i&yt  Hi  then,  the  queftiofl 
Were,  ^^hether  thdfe  fignifieant  words  exifted^ 
when  that  original  genius,  Pctty^  madeufe  oF 
theni>  the  anfwer  of  our  critical  theorift  muft 
be,  that  they  did  not  cxift,  in  our  language  3 
b^tairie  he  taiinot  find  them;  in  bUf  die* 
tlonarics* 

Johnfoii  Was  probably  the  firi):  of  our 
Icxicographersj  who  relifh^d  the  beauties  erf" 
Shaklpeai'e's  phrafeolbgy,  and  tnriched  his 
dldipnary,  by  adopting  its  bullion  :  Yet,  how 
much  fo  ever  he  borrowed.!  it  is  aftonifhing 
how  much  he  left  behind ;  cither  unclaimed 
by  chbice^  br  \lnUd6pted  by  accident.  If  a 
VOCABULARY  of  the  words,  which  fparkle 
in  Shakfpeare's  dramas^  and  yet  arei  not  found 
to  dignify  Johnfon's  diftionary,  'were  fub- 
thltfed  t6  the  reader's  eVe,  it  s^^oiild  furpfife 
thofe*  who  have  indulgpd  theih&lves  in  fup- 
poiing,  that  our  whole  langiiage  may  be  feen 
ift  bUr  wofd-bofOk^  i  and  would  perhaps  furiiifh 

{%)  Kerfey  has,  indeed,  Lucriferoutj  in  his  word-book  ^ 
^^1  Johnlbn  did  nbt  think  fit  to  infert  tt  in  his  didionary; 

P  caufe 
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"caiife  of  circumfpe<^ion  to  confidence>  if  it  did 
not  tmch  a  leflbn  of  humility^  to.  firrogance. 
Such  a  VOCABULARY  I  h^ve  adqdly  made  i 
confiftingiof  more  th^n  a  tboufand  words :  1% 
migbt  have  been  fidbirg^di  if  it  l^d  l)«en  con- 
Bftent  with  my  pr efci>t  pufpQfe  i  but  tbis^  vo* 

CABULARY    IS   fufficiently  C0pi0US>   to  OlMW 

fophiftry  intQ  fiknce  {a). 

I  wa« 

{a)  I  wijl  tiere  fubjoin  a  (bort  fp^imcn  of  my  vocabij* 

t ARY  of  words,  which  arc  la  Shakfpcarc*s  dramas,  but  not 

in  Johnfon's  diftionaryj  as  it  is  curious  from  hs  novelty; 

itifiPis  e  ftril£lig  esUunple  of  the  extreme  fellibtKty  of  neg^- 

tiye:prqqff%^idi  a^ofiii4  fo  nuid)  in  Mr,  Maloae's  Ii)f  uiry': 

id-hoU:  «X;|y  her  ahold,  aboM."  [TheTcrapcft.]  To 

lay  the  {hip  qhotd  is  to  bring  her  to  the  wtndr 

'    This  wordis  not  ia  Johnfon.  [I  coifftantly  quote, 

or  aliude  t^  the  6th  edition  of  the  didio»ary, 

.    .  ini785,4to.] 

i^rtraving :    **.  Wbo  ii|  a  noomcnty  even  with  the  earth 
*f  Shall  lay  your  ftately  and  airbraving  towers.*' 
'    f  Henry  I  v.]      • 

tor's  TaJe,  j 
^i^ak^fir:  ^  O !  tbou  Arahim  bird,"  [Amhopy  andCle-' 
opatra-] 
*     Archmci ;  -^  Oh !  'tis  tbe  fpight  of  hdl)  the  fiend's  Areh^ 
^  mock.''  [OAflUa] 
Amman:  ^ ^j^is^pneaoibula  f  we  wiU  fat fioglfd  frofn 
^  the  barbarous."  [Love's  Labour  Loft. J  Johnibn 
has  ariifany  and  arij/i. 
jfffim^an^ ;  ^  Care  I  fpr  tt»  bulk  mi  big  afffaitknu  of 
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I  was  led  into  this  wide  furvey  o(  Jdhn^n's 
«dop.tioiv.froin  Shakfpeare^  which  might  hav^ 

been 

^  a  man."  [Henry  IV.]  JchaCjnim  afimklitgiy 
from  Locke;  aiid  from  Thomfon:  «<  In  foft  ajhn^ 
*  iigg4  liften  to  my  fong.** 

4ffl»iZ^:  ^  An  Affinig^  may  tutor  thee/'    [Troilus  and 
Creffida*] 

Ba^ckfis:  ^  Love's  power  proves  dain^  Bacchus  gro&  in 
«  tafte/*  fLove*8  Labour  Loft-]  ««Plumpya7f* 
^'  ci&»^  with  pink  eyne.'^  [Anthony  and  Cieopa* 
tra.]  Johnibn  has  bacchanalian  and  bacchanals : 
He  often  qqotes  from  Milton,  and  Pope)  and 
«ven  from  the  minor  poets,  what  he  mig^t  have 
feen  is  Shakfpeare;  and  thereby  has  done  a  flight 
'  <wrong  to  ovr  dramatift,  to  whom  all  fubic^ent 
poets  have  been  much  indebted. 

'Bematrd:  ^  How  <be  was  hmaiPd."    [Taming  of  the 
Shtew.] 

B^nuU :  "  Or  I  ihall  fo  ^m?/f  Aee  with  thy  yard."  [id.] 
*  Bf/iii :    ^  I  bcJicJt  yoa  now )  aggravate  your  cboler." 
[Henry  LV.]  Johnibn  has  befescb. 

Bcwbof'd:  «<  My  lord  hath  b  bcwbor'dher/'  [OtheBo.] 

Bo9MK.be :  ^  Incvrahle  ioneacbcJ*     [Troilua  and  Cref«- 
fida.] 

Bu^/bafi:  »  Cupid's  hmjh^jl  is  too  hard  for  Herodes's 
>*  /:hib."  [Love's  Labonr  Loft.] 

iacodeimn .'  ^  Hie  thee  to  hell,  for  (hame  \  and  leave  this 
«  worldy.thou  Ocadcfmn:'  [Richard  III.] 

Cunkcrhloffim :  "  Oh  me  I  you  ju^ler ;  oh,  you  canker^ 
<<  Uojom;  you  thief  of  love."       [Midfiinuner 
.   .     KighfsDreamO 

Cannaktn :    ^  And,  let  me  have  a   cannakin  clink.'* 
[QOidia]. 

P  2  Codjhead: 


been  more  numerous,  without  any  impeach-- 
raent  of  the  lexicographer's  judgment;  in  or- 
der 

^     Codjhtad:  «*  To  change  the  coJjbead  for  the  ralmonV 

«  tail.''  [Othello.] 
Coftermonger:   «  Virtue  is  fo  little  regarded  in  thefe  c^f" 

*< '  termonger  times,  that  trac  valour  is  turnM  l^car- 

««  heard."  [Henry  IV.] 
Cu/lardcoffin :  "  Why ;  thou  (ayft  true :  It  is  a  p«ultry 

**  cap,   a  cuftardcoffin^  a  hautU^  »  fHken  pye.*' 

[Taming  of  the  Shrew.] 
t>eeiachieving :     **  By    deedachieving    honour    newly 

«<  nam'd.'*  [Coriolanus.] 
Denotemint :   "  Given  up  himfelf  to  the  denotement  of  her 

•*  parts,  and  graces.'*  [Othello.] 
DireStttude:  <*  Durft  not  fliew  themfelves  his  friends, 

«  whilft  he's  m  £re6tiiudi!*  [Coriolanus.] 
Difpunge:  "  The  poifonous  damp  of  night  difpunge  upon 

«^  me."  [Anthony  and  Cleopatra,] 
«  D!zzy^ey'd  fury.''  [Henry  VL] 
Dotant :  •*  Or  with  the  paHy'd  rnterccffion  of  (ich  9  dc- 

"  cay'd  dotant  as  you  ftem  to  be."  [Coriolanus.]^ 
Dovfdrawn ;  •*  I  met  her  deity,  cutting  the  cloitds  to- 

^  wardsu  Paphos,  and  her  fon  dovedratvn  with 

«  her."  [Tempeft.] 
Eaningtlme:  *'  The  ewes  did,  in  eaningtime^  fidl  party- 

"  coloured  lahibs."  [Merchant  of  Venice.] 
Eanlings:  [Id.] 
EarkiJJing:  «  They  are  yet,  but  earkiffing  arguments.*^ 

[Lear.J 
<«  Earpiercing  fife."     [Othello.  J 
Earwax :  «  But,  he  hath  not  fo  much  bnaw,  as earwax^ 

[Troilus  and  Creflida.] 
"  Enfreedoming  thy  pcrfon."  [Love's  Labour  Loft«] 

EngiUs: 


•rFAiTH.]         y#r /if  B  ELIE  VE  RS.  215 

der  to  enable  every  mind  to  judge  of  the  ineffi- 
pac^  of  m^ative  prgofi^  for  the  eftabliihing  of 

negative 

PngUds  :  «  Who,  more  mgUds  the  nighf,  than  all  ypn  fiery 
^  o*s  and  eyes  of  light."  [Midfummer  Night's 
Dream.] 

EngoaFd:  ^  Within  my  mouth,  you  have  engoaPd  my 
"  tongue.**  [Troilus  and  Cre/Tida.] 

Mtilard:  *^  Tha^  were  to  ^nlard  his  fet-alrcady  pride,** 
[Troilus  and  Crcffida.] 

^t^^d:  ^  I  hold  you  as  a  thing  enjkfd  and  feinted.*^ 
[Meafure  for  Meafure.] 

^fd  (Eyfel);  "Woo't  drjnk  up  ?/?/.**  [Hamlet.]  Eyfcly 
&ys  Mr.  Steevens,  is  vinegar,  which  is  a  good  pre- 
ventive ag^nft  infpdious  disorders,  fays  Mr. 
Malone. 

falffac^d  league,  [King  John,  j 

Fairplay:  "  According  to  the  fairplay  of  the  world.'* 
[lA] 

Fantafticas:  **  The  pox  on  fuch  antick,  lifping,  afFeft- 
^  ing  fantai|i<;oes.**  [Romeo  and  Juliet.  J 

f<  i^;w/)*  drunkard."  [Merry  Wives  of  Windfon]    The 
following  paiTage  from  "The  I<ibel]  of£ngli(h 
•*  Policie  of  keeping  thefea,"  which  was  writteii, 
in  the  reign  of  H?nry  VI.  and  w^  firlt  printed  in 
Hak]uyt*s  Voyages,  i598>  vol.  ii»  p.  192,  is  ^t 
once  a  defence,  2|nd  an  illuftration  of  Shakfpeare, 
by  {bowing  the  grofsi^efs  of  ^e  F^smii^s,  in  pr^- 
cedin^  times ; 
¥  Ye  have  heard  chat  two  Flemings  t'^gider, 
*^  Will  undertake,  or  they  go  any  whither, 
ff  Or  they  rise  once  to  drink  a  firkin  foil 
ff  Qf  good  barekiui  fo  fore  they  hall  and  pull; 

P  3  ^  ynder 
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negative  inferences  j  to  decide,  whether  fome- 
thing  can  be  deduced  from  nothings  and  tQ 

*^  Under  the  boardf  they  iMflen,  as  they  fitf 
•*  This  Cometh  convenient  of  a  worthie  wit: 
•«  Without  C  A  L  A  IS,  in  their  butter  they  ca1cke4^ 
«*  When  they  fled  home,  and  n^icfl  they  leiftfre  bcked.'^ 
*«  Foolfiolt  (a)  is  fopn  (hot."    [Henry  V.] 
Fooljheads    "Did  I  4efcrve  no  more  than  a  fotlfi^ai!^ 

[Merchant  of  Veniccp] 
Foohparadife :   « If  you  fhould  lead  her  into  a  fmiUfara* 

diJeJ*  [Romeo  and  Juliet.] 
Foreborfi :    ^  I  (hall  ftay  here  the  farehrje  tq  a  (m0ck.'< 

[AU^sWell,] 
*'  F9rezveary*d  in  this  aAion  of  fWift  fpeed.*'    [King} 
John.] 
•    ** /tfi/^ff,jJ^77  coward."  [Titus  Artdronictii,]  Johpfonha^ 
foulmouthed. 
Free  way:  «  I  do  befccch  you,  let  her  will  havc"ayr^# 

•«  way.'*    [Othello,] 
Froflyfpirited:    ^^Whzt  ^  fro^  fpirited  togi^c  is  thjs.*' 

[Henry  IV.] 
«  FitU  acorn' dhosiir  [Cymbelihe.] 
**  Furnace-hurninghtzxt.**   [Henry  VI.] 
Here,  will  I  clofv  this  note,  which  is  already  too  lopg.    \f\ 
the  fame  manner,  I  could  have  gone  through  the  t^hole  alpha- 
bet, and  very  much  enlarged  Ac  number  of  examples.  But^ 
having  proved  my  point,  by  (bowing  the  fallibility  of  nega* 
*tive  pfoofe,  I  will  knit  ijp  my  Vocabulary^  by  atowing  my 
fiiicere  admiration  of  Johnfon's  invaluable  work ;  whilfti 
am  fhowing,  by  the  inVeAigation  of  fadd,  diat  bis  diSionary 
is  rather  ^  fetc^ion^xhzn  zcoRcSHon  of  the  Englift  languages 
And,  as  hii  plan  did  not  thus  allow  him  to  adopt  every 
word  in  Shakfpeare's  dramas,  it  is  inconfiftent  with  his  plan, 
and  with  the  faftj  to  draw  cpncli^fions  fpiji  his  lllence. 

eftimatC| 
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eftimate»  whether  non-entiiies  ought  to  be 
deemed  equals  in  critical  examination,  to  po- 
fitiyc  premifes.  But,  of  fuch  logic  we  have 
furely  enough  (  I  will  acknowledge,  hoW-* 
ever,  that  when  a  careful  fearch  has  been 
made,  by  an  attentive  eye,  in  the  moft  volu-' 
minous  of  our  diftionaries,  a  fufpicion  will 
srife^  that  the  word,  which  has  been  looked 
for,  withcqt  fucccfs,  may,  fojjibly^  not  exift  in 
our  language. 

A  perfbn,  who  i^  accafed  of  forgery,  comes 
into  court  with  every  prefusvptiftn  in  his  fa- 
vour ^  with  every  probability  of  innocence, 
for  bis  prot<;d;ioni  with  every  inducement^ 
under  a  want  of  proof,  for  his  acquittal ;  But, 
the  public  accufcr,  by  fuppofiftg  what  he  ought 
to  prove ;  by  finding  non-entities  in  the  bar- 
rcmiefs  of  lexicography,  he  raifcs  a  fufpicion. 
only,  that  the  accofedmay/><^/%  be  guilty;  and, 
^  all  proofs  fleeping  elfe,  but  what  his  jca- 
^*  loufies  awake,'*  he  then  prays  for  judg- 
ment ;  as  if  ^uilt  were  to  be  the  refult  of 
jealoufyy  and  conviction  were  to  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  owii  failure  in  proof.  *^  I  will 
^^  fight  wtth  him  upon  this  theme,  utitil  my 
^*  eyelids  will  no  longer  wag," 

\\  w?5  in  this  confidence,  that  he  laid  the 
P  4     •  whole 
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whole  ftrefs  of  the  iffue^  on  t\\t^  non^exifietfc^  of 
the  y^prd  accede,  when  Shakfpeare  .made  his 
frofe^on  ef faith.  The  public  accufcr  is  quiU 
poiitivc,  that  the  word  acce4e  did  not  ?xift  in 
9ur  language^  ^during  that  ag?  (^).  i^iit,  | 
will)  on  this  occafion,  oppofip  his  »egatvu^ 
,  proofs  by  pojithe  evidence.  Thcfa£l  is,  not* 
^ithftgnding  this  pofitivenefs  of  dogmatifm, 
^bat  the  v^ord  accede  did  exifl:^  during  the  ag? 
of  Shakfpeare.  Florio  found  this  word  ac-i 
cede  J  in  i6ii»  though  Coles  did  not  adopt  it, 
in   1^79,     Iq   ^een  4nna*A  New  World  of 

[h)  Mr.  Malone  is  decidedly  of  opinion  th^t,  becaufe 
Coles  did  not  infert  the  word  accedt  into  his  Latin  di£li6n« 
4ry9  1679,  this  negative  circumftance  ia  an  unquijiionable 
ffoof^  that  this  word  was  then  unknown.  [Inquiry^  204.] 
He  regards  the  not  finding  of  a  word  in  di£lionaries>  as  ade^, 
djhe  evidence  offorgeryy  in  the  document,  which  may  contain 
fuch  a  word,  fid.]  He  admits,  however, in  the  Inquiry,  258, 
V*  the  impoi&bility  of  proving  an  univerial  negative  ;*'  biiC^ 
he  infifts,  that  h^  has  brought  evidence  enough  to  fatisfy 
reafonable  inquirers  of  the  truth  of  his  negative  pofition,  till 
thofe,  who  differ  with  him,  prove  the  exiftence  of  the  con- 
tcfted  words.  No  5  Sir,  you  have  no  right  to  call  upon 
others  to  help  you  out  with  your  proofs :  You  imdertook 
to  eftablifli  a  forgery :  Now,  it  is  quite  fufficieAt  for  your 
opponent*,  to  p'ead  not  guihy:  And,  it  is  your  duty,  a$ 
the  public  accufer,  to  fupport  the  accu&tion,  by  your  own 
proofs,  or  an  acquittal,  with  its  ufual  confequences,  muft 
be  the  refult;  whether  wede^ide^  according  to  convxioi^ 
(aw^  or  common  fcnfe. 

mrds^ 
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fTarJs,  i6i  I,  th^re  is  **  accedere;  to  accede^ 
**  to  approach,  or  have  accefs  uijto ;  alfo  to 
^'  i^ent  unto ;"  Now,  here  is  accfde^  found  in 
this  New  Worlds  at  the  very  time,  and  in  the 
very  fenfe,  of  Shakfpca're.  The  public  accufer 
fails,  then,  in  proving  his  iflue  j  he  fails  in  his 
pegative  proof;  and  he  fails,  confequently,  in 
?fl:abU(hing  his  fundamental  pofition,  for 
proving  decifively  the  fpurioufnefs  of  Shak- 
fpeare's  profeffion,  that  the  word  accede  was 
not  adopted  into  the  Englifli  language,  for  ^ 
9CBtury,  after  Shakfpearc*s  death* 

If,  nnorcovei:,  a  negative  could  poffibly  be 
oppofed  to  an  affirmative^  Coles  is  not  fo  good 
an  authority,  as  Florio,  who  had  more  genius, 
piore   learning,  and  more  r?fearch  [c)^     It. 

was, 

(f )  Of  Florio,  It  is  to  be  obfervcd,  that  he  was  not  a 
foreigner,  who  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  coUeded  his  Eng^ 
/i^  at  fecofid  hand.  He  was  bom  in  London,  about  the 
ywr  1553,  ^f  Italian  parents,  indeed,  who,  being  Waldenjcs^ 
fought  refuge  in  England,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII : 
But,  they  returned  again  to  the  continent,  during  Mary*s 
periccutions.  Florio  received  his  puerile  education  abroad* 
They  all  came  back  to  England  upon  the  acceffion  of  Eii^ 
zabeth.  Florio,  for  a  time  refided  at  Oxford,  as  we  learn 
from  Anthony  Wood,  who  gives  an  imperfed  account  of 
bim.  '  Thither,  he  attended  Mr.  Barnes,  the  Bilbop  c^Dur- 
loam's  fon,  in.  1576,  as  his  tutor  for  the  French,  and  Italian  : 
^ind^  wearing  agonun^  he  was  matriculated,  as  a  member  of 

Emanuel 
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was,  indeed,  to  be  cxpcdrd  bythofe,  who 
)ook  on  |b?  analogies  of  language^  with  dif- 

Pmanuef  CoRege,  inM58i ;  arid  taught  (bhofers  m  tbe  urn* 
verfity,  wh^n  he  was  eight  aiid  twenty  years  of  age^  Tha 
pmdenbsad  of  his  indvjirj^  he  dedicate^  to  the  renowned  Le-n 
fesUry'm  1 578  5  expeding  patronage,  which  he  i^ever  expe-r 
rienced ;  This  was  probably  his  Firjl  Frutes^  which  were 
adapted  to.  ths  ufi  of  fufb  af  vftrt  but  mtanly  euiered  in  tb^ 
Jtaiian  t$ji£U4,  He  publi(hefl  his  Second  FrutfSy  in  1 591, 
He  enjoyed  a  peqfion  for  fome  ye^rs  before  he  publilbed  his 
fForU  of  fFords^  in  1598,  from  Lord  Southampton.  He 
publifhed  a  tranflation  ot  Montaigne's  Fjfays^  m  1603.  But^ 
^  better  profpedl  now  opeiied  to  l|is  fi^t.  At  the  acoeiSan  of 
ILing  James,  FJorio  \yas  appointed  r^der  of  the  Itfjian  lan- 
jguage  to  Queen  Ani|e,  ^d  one  of  the  ge|itlcmen  of  her 
privy  chamber.  I  have  feen  a  document  in  the  papercofEce« 
V^hich  fhows,  that  he  had,  for  thofe  appoinpnents,  ^.lOO  % 
.  vear ;.  as  Samuel  Daniel,  the  poet,  whofe  fiAer  he  married^ 
tad  annually  ;^.6o,  as  a  gentleman  of  her  privy  chamber^ 
In  1611,  be  publilhed  his  New  ff^orld»f1Vordsy  newly  much 
aagmeMtedi  to  which  was  prefixed  a  fri»t  of  tbf  author,  in  a 
Tery  gorgeous  drefs,  j^etiring  tq  Fulham,  to  avoid  diQ 
plague,  which  then  raged  in  London,  he  was,  howet^r,  ear-- 
lied  off  by  it,  fays  A.  Wood,  in  1625.  After  great  delibe* 
ration,  he  made  his  will)  which  he  Wfofe  wi(h  his  own  hand^ 
^nd  is  dated  the  aoth  of  July  1625.  He  calls  himfelf  John 
Florio^  of  Fulbam,  Efquire.  He  laments  diat  he  was  Me^ 
from  bis  poverty,  to  leave  (o  little  CO  his  wife  Rofe,whoin 
he  made  his  executrix,  and  to  bis  4attghter  Aurelia,  wfaoha<( 
married  Janies  Mo]ins :  Yet,  he  bequeathed  ta  Williaai 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  die  Lord  Cbamberlaii),  f^  all  bis  Italian^ 
^  Frencb,aAd  Spanifb,  books^  as  wtll  printed,  as  unprintedj^ 

?*  bqng 
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cerning  eyes,  that  accede  would  be  adopted  ia« 
to  the  EngUfti  tongue^  as  early  as  the  kmdr^ 
words  accefs  and  acceffible^  Jecede  and  fucceed^ 
jind  recede  J  which  i$  the  very  contrary  of  the 
tnmtit  accede.  But,  as  the  fa£l  is  oow  fettled^ 
all  fubfequent  reafoning,  upon  the  point,  it 
vain.  And,  I  will  here  clofe  my  examinatioi^ 
of  the  public  accurinr-s  objedions  to.  $bidt^ 
Jpean's  Profejhn  q£  Faith ;  whereby  I  hftiro 
fliewn,  that  f6e  objeSion  is  ft  ill  far  from  fba 
decifion^ 

Such  is  the  Apology^  which,  on  this  head  <^ 
the  Inquiry,  I  fubmit  to  the  equity  of  thi^ 
court.  It  will  be  readily  remembered,  tha^ 
the  public  accufer  undertook  to  overturn  the 
general  argument  for  the  believers,  by  fpecial 
objedtions,  although  ti>e  frofejfion  of  faith  is 
ftrongly  fupportpd  by  external  evidence.      \ 

^  being  in  number  about  three  hundred  and  forty,  includii^ 
^*  his  new  and  perfefl  didionary,  his  dialogues  in  Italian 
^  and  Englifh,  and  his  unbound  volume  of  divers  written 
^  colle£Hons  and  rhapfodies;  and  entreated  his  lordflup,  as 
^  he  once  promifed,  to  accept  of  diem,  as  a  token  pf  aifec* 
^  tion,  and  for  the  teftator's  fake,  to  place  them  in  his  li* 
**  brary  either  at  Wilton,  or  clfe  at  Baynard's  Caftle,  in  Lon- 
"  don.*'  This  will  was  proved  by  his  executrix,  in  the 
prerogative  office,  on  the  ift  of  June  1626 :  From  this  bBt^ 
.  I  fufped,  that  Florio  decea&d  in  the  pieoediiig.  month.  He 
died  at  t^  age  of  feventy^three,  if  we  cakuktc  from  dK  date 
pn  the  print  ^Utoi. 

have 
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have  crofs-examined  bis  fpecial  obje<5HonSt 
which  I  have  ftiown,  I  truft,  to  be  unfup.-r 
ported  by  argument,  and  inconfiftent  with 
^i^s :  He  has  failed,  then,  in  his  pleadings^ 
And  being  thus  wrong  by  fyfteniy  and  merely 
right  by  accident^  I  humbly  hope,  that  this 
court  will  allow  him  to  take  nothing  by  his 
motion.  A  contrary  decifion  would  only  fur-s 
nifli  report  with  an  qpcafion,  arid  a  caufe,  /^ 
fp^uit  .••^-T 

«  .  So  (hall  you  hear 

• ««  Of  accidental  judgetmnts,^  cafual  flaughters, 
<*  Of  deaths  put  on  by  cunning,  ?ixA  forced  caufe^^ 

Y^IE    I^ISCBLLANlEa, 

The  publip  accqfer  has  not  hitherto',  aa 
we  have  feen,  taken  any  things  by  any  motion  j 
Vndef  any  l^ea,4  of  his  Inquiry.  Yet,  he  is 
not  difcQuraged.  He  perfeveres,  in  his  0I4 
modes  of  logical  probation,  with  the  perti^ 
nacity,  which  the  heft  fuccefs  generally  in- 
spires in  othe^  minds ;  thinkings  no  ^ox^t^ 
that,— 

«< —  Pitftvivanct  keeps  honour  bright : 

«  To  have  done,  is  to  hang  quite  out  of  fafbion^^ 
^  Like  rufty  mail,  in  monumental  mockery/' 


THE  RECitPTs.]   /tr  ibe  BEtl'EVEViSi  «»1 

In  this  temper^  he  continues  to  xhake 
fuch  objections  to  t&e  Mifceilaneous  Papers^  aS 
having  been  already  confuted,  need  not  bfe 
again  confidered :  Who,  but  Alexander,  would 
Jigbt  J)is  battles  o'er  again ;  thrice  to  jhy  the 
fiain  !  The  public  accufer,  however,  perfilts, 
in  fuppoiing  what  he  ought  to  prove ;  in  fub'- 
ftituting  afiertions  for  proofs ;  and  in  drawing 
inferences,  when  he  ought  to  eflablifh  pre«- 
mifes.  In  this  manner,  he  finds  the  notes,  €f 
hand^  and  receipts^  **fo.  replete  with  a^furdity 
*'  and  incongruity,  that  it  is  fcarcc  worth 
**  while  to  examine  them  {a)*'        .     , 

But,  he  does  think  it  worth  while  to  exa- 
mine the  band^writing  of  Shakfpeare,-  on  tbe 
lU/:eipts ;  and  '*  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail 
**  refpeding  the  fpelling  of  his  name  [b)  /^ 
He  goes  into  this  minute  criticifm,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  own  declaration,  when  he  exa- 
mined the  fame  point,  in  1790.  Before  that 
epoch,  much  had  been  written,  •'  relative  to 
**  the  proper  mode  of  fpelling  Shakfpeare  s 
^'  name  :"  But,  a  mortgage,  which  had  been 
given  by  our  poet,  in  16 13,  was,  luckily,  dif- 
covered,  in  1768.  When  Mr.  Malone  faw 
Shakfpeare's    fubfcription    to  that  deed,  he 

{a)  Inquiry,  116.  {b)  Id, 

cried 


AM  Jn  Al^OLOfiY    [tnE^J8CCLLXNlci^ 

cried  out»  ia  a  decifiVe  tone  i  ^^  It  is  hoped 
^*  we  (hall  hear  do  more  Hk  babble  upon  this 
««  ffibjea.  He  fpclt  the  name  himfelf  as  I 
*•  have  jttft  no\r  written  it,  without  the  mid** 
''  die  ^4  Let  this  therefore  for  ever  decide 
^  flie  qneftion  {c\j'  But^  «&  Ai^^<?  feems 
40  be  a.  perennial  fpring  i  which  continually' 
throws  up  bubbles^  and  frothy  and  fume>  ac- 
4CM4i0g  to  the  feafon*  Infpired  by  the  ex>^ 
hahlions  .of  this  fountain^  he  is  now  deten* 
mined,  that  the  question,  about  Shakfpeare'd 
name,  fhall  never  be  decided*  And,  he,  ac-» 
cordingly,  employs  feveral  pages  to'prove,  th« 
4us  decifion,  in  1790,  ought  to  be  reverfed> 
end  the  queftion  re-<irgued,  in  17964 

I  too  have  attentively  examined  the  ori- 
ginal will  of  Shakfpeare,  which  confifts  of 
three  briefs.  Each  of  thefe  briefs^  or  flieets, 
is  apparently  fubfcribed  by  him,  though  in  a 
very  different  manner.  Nor,  is  there  any 
thing,  in  the  mode  of  thefe  fignatures,  more 
obvious  .to  an  accurate  eye,  than  their  com- 
plete diffimilarity.  The  baptifmal  name  is 
diflimilar  ;  the  furnamc  is  difJimilar :  In  the 
firft  brief,  there  is  William,  in  the  (econd, 

{c)  Mai.  Shakfpeare,  1790,  voLL  part  i.  p,  192. 

Willm, 


Willn>  and  m  the  third  William  {J)t  Li  thd 
firft  bri^f»  th^re  is  8ha^kfpere»  in  the  fecond^ 
Shakfpc  re,  ami  in  the  third  Shakfpearc*  The 
W  in  Wiilito^^  in  the  three  feveral  rignatures 
is  quite  diiFerent ;  the  fecond  s  in  ShakjCpeard 
16  written  differently, .  bping  a  long  /  in  th^ 
fecond  hrief}  and  ^  (horts  in  the  lail:  and 
^  r  IB  not  exadly  fimilar  in  the  three  fever4 
ixgoatures.  The  fcrivener,  who  wrote  thit 
ncver^to- be -forgotten  wiM,  fpelt  the  tefta* 
tor's  name  Sha^kfpc^re.  When  the  teftator 
fttbfcribed  his  name,  for  the  /afi  timf,  he 
plainly  wrote  Shakfpetfre.  And,  the  mo^ 
ftumental  infcriptions  of  his. family  exhi|j>i4: 
thcee  varieties  i  Shakpfpcare;  Shakefpere ;  and 
Shakfpeare  {e).  Yet.  Mr.  Malooe^  with  all 
thofe  documents  before  him,  infers  from  the 
Jng/e  autograph  of  one  dettd^  amidft  Jb  many 
varieties^  "  that  his  own.  [Shaikfpeare's]  or- 
•^  thography  of  his  name  is  afcertained,  b'e^ 
^^  yond  a  poflibility  of  doubt,  to  have  beeti 
**  Shakfpcre  (y) :"    And,  he  adds,,  as  a  necef 

(d)  The  mortgagt,  which  is  publifli«d  in  Mai.  Sbsik. 
vol.  1.  parr  1.  p.  19,  IS  figned  /f"*  Shakfpe':  The  convey, 
ance  publilhed  in  Mai.  Inquiry,  402,  is  /ubfcribed  tFiUiam 

{t)    Dugjdale's  Warwick,  p.  518,  52©. 
(/)  Inquiry,  120. 


farycbnjeqttencey  although  ts^ehave  now  befor^ 
us  fioe  JighatUresy  which  Are  ail  d^ereni  from 
each  other,  "  that  thefe  papers,  in  which  i 
**  different  orthogfaplhy  ife  almoft  uuifomily 
**  found,  cahnot  but  bd  i  forgery  (^j/*  Hd 
thinks,  in  oppofition  to  the  laft  fignaturei 
which  the  po6t  eVer  lijadd^  that  be  wrot^ 
Shakjpere:  Yet,  ctofes  tlie'ffuljKc  accufcravow 
his  purpofe  to  gl^  his  fk«^>ftsr  hereafter^  why 
he  will  continue  to  fpell  the  name  of  out^ 
drlmatift  Shak/peare.  Let  us,  however,  bop€fj 
with  Mr.  Maloncs  in  t  T^i'^to  Hear  no  mor* 
««  idle  babble  Upon  \)a(k  f«^^j6ft,"  in  opgofitioti 
to  Mr.  Malone,  in  1^96  {h).  "  Vvhere  much 
*<  bablyng  is  there  muft  nedcs  be  ofience  j  and 
"  he  that  f^ftraiBothlirs  lyps  jii*w}?{b(f)/- . 

(f)  Inquiry,  p.  121-2. 

[h)  See  the  annexed  plate  of  tl^cyftv  genuine  figriaturpfc 
of  Shakfp^re^ -^ch  I  -caufed  fo^)e'eYlg^ave<J^ifc  order  tcr 
enable  every  reader  to  form  his  own  opinion  from  his  owrt 
inrpe<aion.  The  fignature  on  the  fccortd  (heet  cff  the  will 
is  engraved  together  with  the  word  the  of  tht  preciding  line; 
lor  the  purpofe  of  (bowing  how  SJiakfpeara  w^s  .prevented 
from  infcrting  form  letter  before  the  final  re.  The  reader 
may  be  afliircd  Aat  thefe  ftgnaturos  aire  ir©ry\perfe£l  fae^ 
'  Jimlei. 

(1)  See  7he  pithy  and  moof  notahh  fayinges  9f  d  fcrlp^ 
ture  gathered  by  Thomas  Pt^neL  Imprinited  by  Cppjaud  for 
Jugge,  without  the  yere. 

But, 


Tcfiactl*.  U4: 


^%^^  y^uu^n^ ».  4uA^n;^iAa  ^^>^^«^^/i<!j?^^^. 


^.i 


2 

Z,  u4^nfy..^!^>y^a/(m^/fler/:eyJI.N!'X. 

4.  u  ^trnv^j/try  ,^ecii799^  Ort^tfpm^  

^  u^roTn.  m&  l/i44^ ^ru/o^S^^y^       


Zrn'rtin  tUC^Jfm^XJ^IAftuvLtffmnd. 


.>v\ 


v\0  •  W-   '^N^''      •     »'*^  '.'. 


\" 


€€ 


iruft  RktBiPTs.]  /cr /£p  B£LIEVBft'S.  32; 

But,  the  public  accufcr  will;  perhaps, 
be  more  happy,  on  feme  other  occafidn. 
"  Thofe,"  he  \k)  fays,  «  are  but  trifling  oB* 
^'  jedtioiis  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fiinis 
*•  are  here  fpccified,  I  meari  in  jirabick  nu» 
•'  merak  j  a  mode  which  thofe  who  haVe  the 

flighted  knowledge  of  former  times  know 

not  to  have  been  the  pradice  of  that  agfc;'* 
Upon  this  important  point  of  our  archaeology, 
he  is  as  po/itive  as  the  earth  is  firm.  Yet, 
will  I  join  iflUe  with  him  upon  iti  for  the 
vindication  of  the  truth. 

The  introduftion  of  Arabic  numerals 
into  England  may  be  traced  back,  at  leaft,  as 
far  as  the  epoch  of  the  Conquefi{l).  Mr. 
Aftle  is;  however,  of  opinion^  that  Arabic  nu-w 
merals  were  not  introduced  into  our  charters, 
before  the  fixteenth  century;  and,  that,  if 
Arabic  numerals  were  found  in  any  Englifli 
charters,  before  the  fourteenth  century,  this 
circumftancc  would  invalidate  fuch  charters^ 
by  raifing  flrong  fufpicions  of  their  fraudu- 
Icnce  [ni).   With  regard  to  parochial  regifters, 

{h)  Inquiry;  p.  126. 

(/)  Sec  Waffe's  Diffcrtation,  Bibl.  Liter.  No.  viii,  1722 ; 
Ardueolog.  vdl  i.  p.  150;  and  Mr.  AftVs  curiout  work 
on  Writing,  180,  and  plate  30. 

(w)  The  Progrcft  of  Writing,  188. 

Q^  and 
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and  th;s  a9Cpttnt$  of  p«riih  officer^  Mr«  Wade- 

aiTertSj  thfS  it  was  not^  ^iU  about  the  yealr 

.l6oO|  that  thd  Arabic  numerals  were.tifed  in 

:tb<^^^};    Sut,  this  opinion  of  Mr^Waife,- 

J^'t^e  ^Ativcncfs  of  Mr»  Malofie^:  appears 

to  ^  foufidedi  upon  a  narrow  viQvV*<rf'  the 

fubjjs£|;.    Mr-  Malonc. might  have  ieeOt  in  .the 

Ai«:]baK>)9gia»  a  very  curious,  fpecunea  of  the 

accouats  of  the  parifli  of   St.  HdbnV^  in. 

A^gdon  y '  which,  from  the  firft  of  Philip 

ai^^aiy^  were  kept  in  Arabic  numerals  {o)^ 

This   fpecimen   is  alone  fufficient  to   {how, 

that  the  opinions  both  of  Mr«  Wa^  and  Mr. 

MalonQ,  ought  to  be  received  with  many  li- 

mijtatiQns  y  ib  as  to  give  to  both  the  tjualified 

meanings^  which   they,   probably,,  intended, 

and  ^he  truth,  certainly,  requires.     But,  had 

their  propofitiQn  been,  that  the  pariilx  officers^ 

(»)  Bibl.  Liter.  No.  viii. 

\q)  Archaol.  vol.  i.  p.  ii.  This  fpedmcn  is  the  more 
fatisfaAory,  becaufe  it  has  intermixed  Roman  numerals,  for 
the  years,  and  v/rtffoV  numerals,  for  the  money;  which  is 
ftated  in /hillings^  and  pencfy  without  the  pounds  :  This  do- 
cument is  alfo  important  i  as  it  furnifhes  other  illuftrations 
of  Shakfpeare.  And,  fee  Strype's  Life  of  Archbiihop  Grin- 
dal,  the  appx.  JMo.  5  :  The  faculty  Office :  Tht  Difpenfations 
with  their  prices :  Thefe  are  all  ftated  in  Arabic  numerals; 
an^  this  dociimeht  is,  therefore,  a  very  fatisfaaory  fpecimen ; 
being  a  MS.  of  the  Archbiihop,  who  died  on  the  6th  of  July 
^583-  [Strype,p,289.]  "     ' 

a  the 
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^he  managers  of  theatres,  and  houfehoM  ftew- 
ards  of  families,  generally,  kept  their  account^^ 
during  the  age  6f  Elizabeth,  in  Roman  iw- 
meralsy  it  would  tiot  have  followed,  as  a  con^ 
fequence,  that  the  tranfcrJpt'  from  the  hooks 
of  St.  Helen's,  and  the  F acuity  Office  oi  hxx^^ 
Ibifhop  Grindal,  or  the  ^otei  and  Receipts  bf 
Shakfpearc  are  fptirious  ;  becaufe  they  contain 
Arabic  numerals. 

This  reafoning  is  tohfifmed,  by  a  thoufand 
(/)  documents,  from  the*  reign  of  Hertfy  8^ 
to  the  acceffion  of  King  James  (j);  -  Th^  ac?» 
totint  of  the  feles  of  chauntiies,  colleges^  ind 
other  lands  of  a  fimikr  nature,  in  th^  fecond 
year  of  Edward  the  6th's  reign,  as  it  is  drawn 
up  in  Arabic  numerals^  is  Tatisfaftory  evi- 
dence ;  and^  as  it  contains  many  curious 
particulars,  gives  rife  to  fome  ferious  re- 
fletflfons  (r).  A  Certificate  of  Fees ^  which  were 
paid  in  thofe  days,  in  the  Confiftory  Court  6f 

(^)  See  Strype's  Meniorials,  vol.  u  appx.  No.  xxix  % 
c.  vii  \  c.  xix)  for  ieveral  ftatements  in  the  tiaie  of  Henry  8, 
which  were  drawn  up  in  Arabic  numerals. 

(f )  Lord  Burghley's  Diary,  in  Murdcot's  State  Papers,  i^ 
fuU  of  Arabic  :uimera]8» 

(r)  Strype's  Mem*  vol.ii.  appx,  p.  85.  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble circumftaucc,  that  this  account  contains  j|f.  2.  2.  o. 
[See  .p.  91. J 

Q^a  Norwich ; 


^^  'Ah    apology-     [THrMl6C£lLANfB9^ 

(f)  Norwich^  as  it  is  written  in  Arabic  nu-- 
merals^  is  equally  authentic  in  its  notices^  and 
equally  fatisfadiory  in  its  inferences.  There 
werc»  during  Elizabeth's  age,  ecclefiaftical 
documents,  which  were  fonned  in  a  mixed 
ilyle  of  comppfition,  both  of  Roman, .  and  of 
jfraiic,  numerals.  Of  this  mixed  nature,  is 
f^  The  State  of  the  Bifhoprick  of  St.  Davids, 
"  which  was  fent  by  the  Bifhop  to  Burgh- 
•*  lcy(/V  Of  the  fame  nature,  is  the  **  Survey 
"  taken  of  the  value  of  the  Biflioprick  of 
f*  Chichefter,  uporrthe  death  of  Curteflc  the 
*'  hte  Bifliop  thereof  (2^)/'  Of  the  fame  kind, 
and  ftill  more  illuftrativc,  is,  "  a  difcovcry 
**;Of:thc  prefent  eftate  of  the  Biihoprick  of 
":  St.  Aftph,"  which  was  fent  to  the  Lord 
Treafiirei;  Burghlcy,  February  24,  1587  (v). 
Thefe  documents,  compofed  as  they  are  of 
Arabic  numerals,  prove  decifiyely  the  ralhnefe 
of  unqualified  aflertion,  and  the  inconclufive- 
nefs  of  negative  pofitions. 

c 

\ 

(s)  Strjrpe's  Annals,  roL  if,  appx.  p.  79. 

(r)  Strypc's  An.  vol.  iii.  appx.  p.  37.  Here  is  the  firft 
trticle :  «  The  BHhoprick  of  S*  Davids  was  by  Commif- 
**  fion,  An.  2J.  R.  Reg.  Henrici  O^aviy  valued  de  claro"^ 
«  — ccccLvii.  1. 22.  d.  obq.'* 

(u)  lb.  p.  123.  (v)  lb-  184. 

'  I  might 
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i  might  here  clofc  my  proofs/  upon  this 
point,  with  this  refutation  of 'the  (iyedion  to 
the  Arabic  numerals ;  which,  as'^it  is  founded 
in  miftake,  might  be  difmifleS,  without  jfbr- 
ther  notJce.  But,  I  will*  proceed  a  firep,  o^ 
two,  further,  for  the  vindicatfon  ofnruth,  and 
the  illuftration  of  our  archarologyV 'The  in- 
vention df  the  Arabic  cyphers  was  a'dircovery 
of  as  much  impol-tance  to  fcicnce,  as  it  was 
convenient  to  bufincfs.  Soon  after  the  intrb-' 
duftion  of  printing,  the  arithmetical  -books 
were  printed  in  Arabic  numerak.  In  {txis 
manner  was  Tonftal'S  work,  Dejlrte  Bup^ 
futandiy  imprinted'  by  Pynfon,  in  1522  (te;).' 
Record's  Arithmetick^  the  ground  of  arts^ 
which  was  dedicated  to  Edward  6th,  was, 
printed  in  Arabic  numerals.  At  (he  acc^on* 
of  Elizabeth,  the  oiore  general  knoyrledge, 
and  common  ufe,  of  the  Italian  method  ^bf 
book-keeping,  by  double  entry,  \yus  intro- 
duced, and  taught,  by  James  Eeele  (;e).     It 

wasi' 

{w)  The  WhitJlMi  rf WiUiy.vAicix  is  the  feconsfe  part 
oi  AritbifutikeM  was  printed  in  Arabic  nttmcrals,  by  Kyng- 
ftonc^  in  1557. 

{x)  Anderfon's  Hift.  Deduction  of  Commerce,  vol.  i^ 
p.  408.*-— Anderfon  negleded  to  give  us  tbe  tide^page  of  tbis 
curious  book,  which  is  here  fubjotn^  for  the  reader's  fatif- 
^ion;  fince  it  fhows  alfo  the  miftake  of  Anderfon,  in 


s^o  ^  4BQL0GY    [The  MiscBLi.AiiifS} 

was,  by  thefct  means,  that  the  habit  of  ufing 
Arabic  cyghcr?,  in  the  oppratioas  of  lifc,| 
became,  more  cuftomary.;  while  the  Romaa 
purnerals  i:ept  their  accuftpmed  places,  in  the 
Exchec^uer-^pradice.  And,  before  the  con-- 
clufion  of  Elizabeth's  reigns  the  Arabic  figures 
had  diBoft.  banifhed  the  Roman  nuoQerals^ 
from  the  ufual  tranladions  of  daily  b^^nefs. 

This  dedudion  ipay  be  proved  by  many  do-; 
f  uments-  In  the  year  1 545,  there  is  'f  A  Note 
V  :of  the  defraying  of  viftuals  for  BuUoyn^ 
f'  Callais,  and  other  places/-  in  Arabic  nu-^ 
«nerala,(jf).  In  155a,  there  is  "  A  firieff  of 
«* '^11  the  Kjp§'&  ^  M^  withpro^ 

**\vifion  for  the  difcharge  thereof  (25)."     la 

fixing  the  year  1569,  as  the  epoch  of  the  introdiuflion  of 
toobAetping  by  dduble  ewry : —  ,    .    . 

,.       '  **   1569. 

f^  Tl{e  Patbe  way^  tp»  Perfedofls,  la  th?  Accomftes  of 
<^  P^bkour,  and  Creditour  :  in  manner  of  a  Dialogue^ 
**  veiy  plearaunte*  and  proffi table  for  Marchauntes  and  all 
**  bthcr*  tliat*  n-dlwe  'to  frequtnte  the  faitle  :  one/  agayni 
^\''fa*forihe^  and  verie  muche  enlarged,  by  James  Pecle 
*'  Citizen  and  Salter  of  London,  Clercke  of  Chriftes 
^:ti(o^JMtiiH>'prslfiiiei!  and  teacher  of  the  ikmel 

-    .fSlmpfintcd. at /London,  in  Pauley  ChurchyawJc* 
"  By  Thomas  Purfoote,  dwellinge  at  the  fignc  of -tht 

''(((X)  iBiifyifots-Buif^hleyi'paperf,.  P^'S4* 

'  '(i)  IbV  126.' 'THs  too  is  in*AraWc  num^rals. 


1 5631^  there  is "  the  Eftabll/bment  a»d  ciiargcs 
«  of  the  Eaft,  Weft,  ajQd  middle,  Marpbes  (n)." 
There  is  "  A  State  of  the  Low  Countries," 
which  was  drawn  up  by  th^  accurate  j)en  of 
iBurghley^  in  Arabic  numerals  (^),  .There  is 
"^  An  Account  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel's  Dlebts, 
^*  Eilate,  and»Circumftances/'  which  is  ftated, 
wholly^  .in  Arabic  numerals  ( c ).  •  Raleigh 
wrQte  to  Burghley,  in  1 59^,^  concerning  the 
hugt.Carraci,  called  the  Mother  g/*  God,  fer* 
ve^al  l^tjters^  in  which  he  introduces  many 
Afftbic  nuinerals  {d).  There,  is  a  paper  drawn 
Vip  b|y  B^rghley^  in  1592,  ftating  in  Arabic 
njoipei^l^  the  Queen's  extraordinary  charges^ 
by  oifans  of  the  ^paniifh  war  (£')•  Sir  Thomas 
Gvt{bsJX\i  who  was  the  great  agent  for  money, 

{a)  In  Haync*s  Burghley  papers,  p.  397. — ^This  is  a 
Tcry  long  account  in  Arabic  numerals  :  And,  fee  the  feme 
book,  p.  455,  for  the  Bifhop  of  London's  Certificate  of  the 
numbors  of  all  ftrangers,  within  the  feveral  wards  of  that 
city,  which  is  ftated  in  Arabic  numerals. 

(*)  Strype's  Annal%  vol.  iii.  appx,  p.  66. 

(c)  lb.  p.  134.  And  fee  the  fame  book,  p.  147-8—153 
-»i69— 174-5 — 182—2^1—226,  for  a  variety  of  curious 
documents,  winch  are  all  drawn  up  in  Arabic  numerals. 

(d)  Strypes's  Annals,  vol. iv.  p.  126-9— 1 30. 

{e)  lb.  iii :  And  fee  p,  197,  the  names  of  recufants,  with 
the  fums  of  m6ney  paid  by  tbem,  in  1594,  which  are  alfo  in 
Arabic  numerals, 

0^4  in 
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in  that  reign»  made  confbmt  ufe  of  Arabic 
numerals,  in  his  letters  to  Burghley  {f).  The 
flate  of  the  (hips,  and  naen,  which  were  to 
oppofe  the  Spaniih  Armada^  in  1588,  was 
drawn  up  wholly  in  Arabic  numerals  ^jf)* 
There  is  "  A  brief  note  of  all  fuch  Silver 
;<  Bullion  as  was  brought  into  the  Towere 
^'  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  laid  in  the  vaute 
f •  under  the  Jewel '  houfc,  and  what  hath 
^^  been  taken  out,  and  remaineth>"  which 
was  dated  in  Arabic  numerals  {h).  Peck  has 
preferved  fqme  very  curious  papers  of  that 
age,  which  are  written  in  Arabic  numerals  (i). 
Mr.  Malone  has,  indeed,  expreiled  his  doubts^ 
about  feme  of  thofe  papers ;  without  recol- 
leftingi  that  dojubts  are  not  proofs.    His  fcep- 

(/)  Murden,  p.  2 17.  [g)  lb.  594— 627. 

•    (*)   Il>-  539- 

(/ )    DeCdcr.  Curiof.  vol.  ii.  p.  246-7-8-9 :— There  ar^ 
two  articles,  which  are  ftrikingly  intercfting : 

It : — 6  yards  of  tawny  velvit  at  14s.  each  yard  ^.440 
It: — 3  hhds.cf  wine,  i  white,  I  red,  and  l  claret  550 
In  Peck's  Defid.  vol.  i,  p.  6i,  there  is  an  account  o( 
"  Queen  Elizabeth's  annual  cxpence,  civil  and  military/* 
which  is  drawn  up  in  Arabic  numerals.  Mr,  Malone, 
however,  "  has  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  that  the  Arabick  nu- 
<<  merals  were  adopted  by  Peck,  as  leaft  troublefomc." 
[Inquiry,  p.  127.]  This  is  not  only  to  doubt  agai^ft  the 
dccument,  but  to  argue  againfl:  faft. 

ticifm 
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ticiim  cannot  remember,  ikzt  unlefs  he  prove^ 
that  the  univerfal  pniAice  of  the  age  was  to 
keep  accounts  in  Roman  numerals,  he  will  fail 
in  Iii9  objedkm  to  the  ufe  of  Arabic  numerals, 
in  tie  Mifceilaneous  Papers. 
<   I  have  already  difproved  the  univerfality  of 
the  pradKce  of  keeping  bopks  of  accounts  in 
Roman  numerals,  during  that  age,  whatever 
may  have  been  done  in  the  exchequer.     Of 
more  than  fifty  warrants,  for  paying  money  to 
players,  which  I  have  gleaned  from  the  courts 
cU-regiJlers  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  one  eighth  of 
them  are  dated  in  nxxnrds^  one  eighth  in  Roman 
numerals,  and  the  other  tl^ee  fourths  of  them 
in  Arabic  numerals.  In  the  paper  office,  there 
is  a  book,  N*  24;   containing  Prince  Henfy's 
priyy-purfe  expences,  for  one  year,  from  the 
29th  of  September  1609,  to  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember 1610 ;  which  is  drawn  up,  wholly,  in 
Arabic  numerals  {k\     This  book,  as  it  was 

thus 

{k)  TTie  whole  expenceofone  year  was  ^.1400.  Amo^g 
other  charges,  the  following  are  remarkable : 
17th  Oflober  paid  to  a  Frenchman,  that  prc- 

fcntcd  a  book  —  —  jC'  4  ^^  ^ 

20  0£lo'  paid  Mr.  Holyoak  for  writing  a  Cata- 
logue of  the  Library  which  the  Prince  had  of 
Lord  Lumley  —  —  8  13  4 

1610-1  f  5  Janry,  paid  to  two  poor  fcholars.  200 

,  ?9  Sep',  loji  at  cards  '  — •  —  660 


thos  kefpt  ia  Arabic  ntimerafe^  ought  to  rf-» 
move  Some  of  Nfr*  M*lo»e;sidoubt/9  s  ijnce  Jbte 
know^  how.  often  *^  doubting  ^wg^go  ilH"  . 
Yet,  he  continues  to  doubt,  .^i«i^.wgai-d;  (^ 
Shakfpeare's  receipts  of  mcuiey.  ft?r  ^.j^layiog  ^ 
ihe  houfe  oi lorde Leycefierr^{P^'^¥{Q  fufpe^s, 
thai  an  error  of  his  oWn,  v^bkh.  hR^npw  retraiSt^ 
W^  the.  foundation  of  (he  fgrgfliy  of  thefc^  re^ 
^eipts.  The  faft  is,  -as- the  council-regifiers 
crviftcc,,  that  the  ufoil  iKfi«»p«n<?e  /or  .-playing 
before  the  Queen  WW  j<C«^<.i  $•  4*  ^^  g^'^- 
t^Wjf  £.  3. 6. 8,  itf*ddi^Qn;  sts  th^  royai  boM.n- 
ly  {m).  On  this  h^a^i  th©Ht  th«.jC^je<aiQn  ip 
the  fum  of  ^^.19,  which  Lpfd  I^eycefterre  paid, 

JIere>  we  fee  thoPriiuic  of  Wales  Jofing  fx  gtdneas  at 
jcards*  This  book  is  fubfcribed  by  the  Prince :— 3^  Henry  Pi 
his  baptifmal  name  being  Frederick  Henry.— And,  as  a  con* 
jdtifwe  proof  of  Ui^ufe  of  Ai^ic  numerals,  among  Ac 
p)^^rs,.in  jSbakfpeare'-s  days>  fee ,  Mr*  Malone's  own  docu^ 
meat,  the  Articles  of  Grievance  againft  Mr-  Hinchlowe,  [IiVt 
quirV,247.] 

(/)  Inquiry,  128-9. 

[m)  A  warrant  was  granted,  on  the  lytb  of  Nov«  iS97t 
to  Sir  John  Stanbc^^,  the  treaftirer  pf  her  ou^efty's  cbapi- 
ber,  to  pay  to  John  Hemings,  and  Thorns  Pope,  fervaots  to 
the  lord  chamberlain,  for  fix  interludes,  played  before  her 
majefty,  in  the  Chriftmas  holydays  laft,  the  fum  of  forty 
pounds,  for  their  pains  and  charges,  and  by  way  of  her  ma- 
jcfty's  reward  ^^.20.  [Council-regiftcr  of  that  date.] 

on 
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fiaovxrxyccstfiqn,  for  the  players  greate  enpennces 
in  .playing  atsboufe^  is  not  to  be  Juflifieuc^  when 
we  confider  both  the  fad,  and  the  pradioe« 
But,  the  great  liberality  of  Lord  Lcyccftcr^ 
whofe  name  ^hakfpeare  coald  not  fpell,  it 
feems,  though  every  body  elfe  could,  who  did 
not  live  fo  near.td  Kenclwofth  Caftle,  is  ex- 
trcttiely  objcftionablc ;  being-  ho  lefs  thkn 
^  the  fiimtne  o*  p  poundes^(;!^)/*  As  we  are 
not  toid  how  ftiany  plays  were  enacted,  *or 
tn4iat  work  was  done,  for  this  great  reward, 
the  minute  xrritic  has  not  fufficient  ground  for 
bis  Jiretcb'd footing  and  tbefcqffbldage. 

Thusi  is  the  public  acculcir  Continually 
finding  objeCkions  in  hisf  own'toifkkes.  In 
this  ftrain,  he  objefts  to  the  appli^ktron  of  the 
worfhipful  epithet  grace  to  any*  6t\itt  noble 
perfonages  than  dukes  ;  and  he  pljj^fts  to  the 
fpellipg  of  Leycefier.  But,  we  have  fcen,  that 
fuch  objeftictfis  are  more  eafily  made,  than  fully 
fup  ported:  I  have  already -(hown,  with  fuf- 
ficient conviaiou,  that  there  was  then  no  fettled 
cuftom,  in  the  application  of  the.  epithet  grace^ 
which  was  applied,  at  times,  to  a  marcbionefs, 
and  to  a  baron ;  nor  any  general  uniformity,  in 

(»)   Inquiry,  126, 

the 
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the  fpeUiflg  of  that  favourite's  title  (a)/Happy 
luui  it  heen  for  Mr.  Malonc,  if  before  he  cn- 
taogled  himfelf^  in  fuch  a  maze  of  doubts,  he 
\/SBi  wfte^d,  with  Dekker,  that, 

^^  A  maze  is  like  a  ^tfi/;. 
:    ,  "  *Tis  «Jy  to  get  m%  h^d  to  g0  out.** 

Yet,  is  he  determined  to  perfevere  in  his 

congenial noodeof  objeding  to  a  want  ofuni-^ 

Jbr/nity,  in  an  age,  when  unifonnity  did  not 

f^fift  in  pradice,  or  theory.     In  ^s  ftyle,  he 

objeds  to  Shakfpcare'sj^^atf/f/Vj  to  John  He^ 

Xfiinges ji  "for  fo  his  name  Ihould  be  writ- 

"  ten,"    fays   Mr.  Malone  (^).     Was   the 

pam?  of  this  firft  editor  of  Shakfpe^re's  dramas 

ever  writ^oq,  apd  printed  /o  before  ?     Was  it 

Jo  written  by  Mr.  Malone,  in  1790  ?     Was  it 

^  written  in  l^i*  vrill  ?     Was  it  fo  printed  in 

($)  The  £imcus  Sir  Thomfis  Grefliam,  writing  to  Burgh- 
ley  on  the  28th  of  May  1572,  prays:  <Vthat  I  maye  have  my 
^  Lady  Mary^Qrpy  removed  ctvght  of  hand,  feeing  that  her 
^  roajeftie  haythe  holly  reiFeryed  the  matter  to  you»  and  my 
**  Lord  Leajfttor^  iriierein  youre  Lordefhip  ihall  do  me  and  my 
••  wiffe  z  y try ^nggeular  good  Torne.**  [Murden^p*  2 17. J 
Ncmr,  Ac  quddjon  is,  whether  this  letter  of  Sir  Thomas 
(prelham,  who  koew  »z^«>  and  matters j2S  well  as  any  peribn 
of  that  age>  be  genuinci  or  fpurious  ?  Mr.  Malone  has  al- 
ready decided,  that  it  is  fpurious ;  becaufe  Grcfham,  who 
had  probably  lent  money  to  Leiceftcr,  muft  have  known 
flow  to  fpell  the  name  of  iiiztJinggeuJar  good hrde. 

(p)  Inquiry,  137.9. 

the 
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the  fir(t  edition  of  SjiakTpeare's  comedies^ 
tragediea  and  .htftoties»  in  1623?  Was  it 
ever  fo  printed  iince  ?  .  If  yoa  afk  Mr.  Malone 
fpr.a  reaibn,  why  the  name  ihould  be  fo  writ- 
ten, he  will  anfwer,  in  his  own  manner;  be;- 
caufe  ^^it  was  a  very  frequent  practice  in  the  laft 
"  age  to  add  a  final  s  to  proper  names/'  He 
fubjoins  a  better  reafon :  "  the  corruption  of 
"  the  name  of  Heminge  was  by  himfelf,  by 
^  adding  a  final  s:**  And,  he  fortifies  this 
accufation,  by  afierting, .  that  '^  the  name  is 
**  alfo  written  Hemingf^  in  th?  margin  of  that 
**  will,  which  is  preferred  .in  the  prerogative 
office  as  .an  original.'*  I  fufpcft,  however, 
that  the  affertion,  with  regard  to  the  name  of 
Heminge/,  on  the  margin  of  the  will,  cannot 
be  fupported.  On  examining  the  record,  it 
appeared  to  me,  diftinftly,  that  the  name, 
which  was  written  on  the  margin,  by  the  clerk, 
is  Hemingj(y).  But,  Mr.  Malone  will  be, 
doubtlefs,  more  happy  in  the  difcoveries,  which 

(q)  In  the  council-regifters,  the  name  is  fpek  fotnetimes 
Hemingrs,  but  oftener  Hemingi".  A  will  of  John  Hemings 
may  be  found  in  the  prerogative  office,  in  1665 :  And,  in 
1686,  the  will  of  George  Hemings.  It  appears  from  Ly-  , 
ibns's  Environs  of  London^  vol,  ii.  p".  10,  and  vol.iii.  p.  334P. 
95—585,  that  the  name  of  Heming  remains  to  the  prefent 
day.  One  autograph  (and  we  have  only  one  genuine-  figna- 
ture  of  Heminges)  is  not  fufficicnt  evidence  to  prove  how  ha 
S'^ntrally  fpelt  his  name, 

h^ 
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ht  htB  vecttktfy  msidtjon  this  fiibjedt,  in  the 
parkii-regifters  of-  St*  Mary  Akkrt&anbury  • 
as  be  caA  read  the  dd  hand- writing  lb  much 
better^  thm  the  believers :  He  therein  founds 
it  feenf»y  Chat  Jd^n  Himi&Qf  was  married  on 
the  X'^  of  March  158^  to  Rebecca  Nue/, 
widow*  Yet,  the  regifter  demonftrates^  that 
thefe  discoveries  ard  all  imagiuaryv  In  the 
entries  of  h]3  marriage,  in  the  par i^- regifter, 
and  of*  the  baptifm^of  hk  five  children,  the  . 
name  i&  uniformly  fpelt  (r)  Hemin^  ^  and  he 
liMrried,  Aot  Rebecca  Nue/^  but  Rebecca 
Knei/^  'widdow  (s).  If  it  were  a  queAion^ 
whether  the  pariih-regiders  tif  St.  Mary  Al- 
dermanbiiry  be  genuine,  or  fpurious^  Mr. 
Malone  wotild  readily  decide,  as  there  is  a 
miflpeliing  in  ^c  name  of  Heming,  that  they 

(r)  The  regifter  of  Shotteryparifli,  near  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  fpells  the  name  Heming,  ^d  Hemyng)  but  never  He« 
tnifiges.  [Mai.  Shak.  1790,  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  189.] 

(x)  If  I  might  be  indulged  a  conjeflure,  when  adjufting 
fiich  an  iiiiportant  point,  as  the  true  fpelling  of  Hemyng's 
name,  I  fhould  guefs,  that  the  Miftre&  Knell,  whom  Joiin 
Heming  <;ertainly  married,  was,  probably,  die  tyiJanu  of 
Kneili  the  s^dor,  who  is  mentioned  by  H^wood,  in  i6iag  ' 
a$  dead  before  his  time  ;  [Apology  for  A^is,  Sig'  £•  2iJ 
ynd  i$  fpokea  of  as  the  Garrick  of  his  day :  For,  there  was  a 
very  iatimate  connexion  between  the  player^  of  former 
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are  certjdolf  fj|>aricus;  as  h9  would  eqimlly 

decide^  in  fi^oiif  of  his  owa  inAUibittCy,  as  to 

'Miftrefs  iSTmfA  tgaioft  Miftrefi  KmU,  and  the 

ingiftor*     UnifortmifdfJ^I/kga  to. Mr.  Ma« 

iloab^  what  a  yot^^  war  to  <Simkfpeare :  He 

pinfttesfvt/a^  ail^!M)Y^mrel;,'4^  the  travdlcr 

pii^fues  an  tgnii  fatuuii    it  k  fure  to  lead 

.faim  out  of  the  t^ay^  audi  is  fore  to  pkngfe 

him  in  the  rtiirer:  U$fiformity^<f  Jf^Uingn  the  v 

h3o\  Cleopatnty  for  which  he  loft  the  criiicai 

worlds  and  ia  contefftto  k>fe  it. 

After  fuch  difcoreries,  and  Aich  indications 
of  forgery,  the  poblic  accufer  thinks  it  «inae« 
oeffary  Co  call  the  attention  *^  to  the  fum  of 
^^'fioi  gaimasy  here  in  faft^  though  not  in 
*^  words  ]promifed  to  be  paid."  He  admits, 
however^  that  ''^in  the  infinite  combinations 
**  wfiich  fums  are  capable  of  fuch  payments 
••  may  occafionally  have  been  made  as  five 
^  pounds  and  five  (billings/ '—Yet,  even  in 
thefe  inftances,  the  ufual  mode  of  ancient  times  - 
was,  to  write  Kxi  (hillings ;  oj  cv  (hillings^ 
In  oppofition  to  thefe  afTumptions,  and  fug- 
geftiphs,  I  have  (liown  payments  of  ^^.6.  6  /- 

iC'5-  S'^-  jC-4»  4'^-  ^^^  /^-^^  2x.  in  Shafc- 
ipeare's  age ;  and  which  were  a}l  chared,  in 
Arabic  numerals  >  in  dired  r^utatiun  of  Mr«» 

Malone's 
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Malone's  theory ;  and  in  cbnterrrfft/as  it  were^ 
of  the  idle  babble  9\^o\\t  fiiie  guineas. 

But»  the  miottte  cridc,  as  he  is  invefted 
with  unbounded   invention^  is  adfo   endued 
ytA^fecmd fight.   The  Vioxdrecompence,  which 
is  ufed  in  Shakfpeare's  Jpecialtyi  '^  though  it 
'^  was  in  ufe  at  (hat  time,  would  not  have  been 
«<  the  word  employed  here  i  Imt  (/)  reward,*^  it 
feems.     In  UA^  Shakfpeare  ules  the  word 
retoMpencf^  on  fuch  occafionsi      Shakfpeare 
might  have  faid  to  Hemings»  not  m  the 
honey-moon,  indeed,  which  would  have  dif* 
fatisfied  the  Wanton  widdow  (n)  Nueli  but  in 
the  following  year :  "  Do  not  look  for  furtfaor 
**  recompence^  [in  going  down  to  Stratfbrdy] 
^'  than  thine  own  gladnefs  that  thou  art  em*- 
**  ployed  ;**   Hemings  might  have  replied,  in 
^*  friendly  recompence*  to  Shakfpeare :  **  Thoa 
**  art  fo  far  before,  that  fwifteft  wing  of  r^- 
*•  compence  is  .flow   to  overtake   thee   fv)/' 
The  public  adcufer  concludes  his  objcftions  to 
this  Jpecialty  of  Shakfpeare,  in  his  beft  man* 


(/)  Inquiry,  1 364  («}  Inquiry,  i/^ 

(v)  In  his  twenty-diird  fonnet,^  Shakfpeare  alks; 

^  Who  plead  for  love,  and  look  for  ncprnpencif** 
See  MaL  Supl*  voL  u  p.  600.    And,  f6e  twtlftb  Night: 

^  I  am  no  feed  poft,  lady ;  keep  yoar  purfe ; 

"  My  mafter,  not  myfelf,  lacks  rec$mfeftfi.'\ 

tier. 


I 


THE  Rbckipts.]      /»r  /A/  BB  lie  VE  R  S.  2^1 

ner.  After  deciding,  by  an  averment,  that 
difficult  queftion,  when  the  Globe  Theatre  ^ 
was  built,  he  adds :  ."  But  we  want  no  aid 
"  from  thefe  minute  gbfervations:  The  whole 
•*  is  an  evident  forgery  {w).'*  Three  fophifms, 
in  one  breath,  the  Globe,  the  forgery,  the 
evident  forgery,  may  well  prompt  an  enraged 
critic  to  exclaim  with  Lear,  "  Ha !  here's 
"  three  of  us  ^x^fophtjlicatedy 

In  this  ftyle  of  fophiftry,  the  public  accufer 
opens  his  attack  on  Shakjpeares  Letter  to 
Coulejf^x).  He  deems  it  a  ftrong  objec- 
tion to  aifert,  "  that  Richard  Cowley  was  a 
"  low  aSior^  who  played  the  part  of  Verges  in 
**  Much  Ado  About  Nothing  -,  and  who,  if  we 
"  are  to  credit  thefe  papers,  was  our  poet's 
"  bofom  friend  (7)."  He  meets  him  in  fuit- 
able  company;  yet,  with  the  acutenefs  of 
Dogberry,  hefufpeSis  him,  by  virtue  of  his  o^ce 
to  be  no  true  man.  Richard  Cowley  was  cer- 
tainly not  one  of  the  hired  men  of  The  Company  i 
but  was,  undoubtedly,  a  fellow,  of  Shakfpeare, 
Hemings,  Cundal,  Laurence  Fletcher,  Au- 
guftine  Phillips,  Robert  Armin/  and  other 
chief  comedians.  He  had  the  honour  to  be 
mentioned^  by  King  James,  with  Laurence 
Fletcher,  Shakfpeare,  and  the  other  refpeftable 

(w)  Inquiry,  137.  {x)  lb.  205.  {y)  lb. 

R  adors 
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adtors  of  that  epoch,  as  one  of  the  company 
at  the  Globe  theatre.  Wihen  Auguftine  Phil- 
lips made  his  will,  in  1605,  he  gave  a  legacy 
to  Richard  Cowley,  together  with  Shakfpeare, 
Cundal,  Laurence  Fletcher,  Armyn,  and  the 
teftators,  other  fellows  of  the  King's  com- 
pany (2;\  It  appears  from  various  circum- 
flances,  that  the  players,  of  that  period,  had 
a  warm  friendfliip  for  each  other ;  which,  as 
it  does  credit  to  their  characters,  reflefts  ho- 
nour on  their  memories.  Thcfe  fadts  eftablifh 
a  ftrong  prefumption,  which  idle  aflertion 
cannot  (hake,  that  Shakfpeare  might  proba- 
bly account  Richard  Cowley,  a  pleafaynte  ande 
ivittye  perfonne  wbofe  company e  he  did  ejleeme. 

But,  a  witty  perfon,  in  Shakfpeare's  time, 
fignificd,  fays  Mr.  Malone,  "  either  a  man  of 
•*  cunning  and  flirewdncfs  ;  not  as  it  is  here 
"  ufed,  a  man  of  lively  fancy  (^?)."  I  wot 
no  wh^t  wit  it  is,  who  fays:  "  I  am  not 
'*  only  witty  in  myfelf  >  but  the  eaufe  that 
*'  wit  is  in  other  men  :"  Mr.  Malone  can  tell. 
He  has  read,  no  doubt,  a  certain  comedy, 
yclept  Much  Ado  About  Nothing  5  wherein  he 

{%)  I  have  luckily  found  the  Wilkoi  Auguftine  PhiUipFt 
which  Mr.  Malone  unluckily  xniflbd  $  and  which,  as  it  con- 
tains many  curious  particulars,  will  be  hereinafter  printed. 

{a)  Inquiry,  205-6, 

3  raig^t 


might  have  fcen  an  exemplification  of  ivkty 
pcrfons : 

Bcncdift  :     Sir,  I  fhall  meet  your  wit  ii^  die  career,  if 
yoa  charge  it  againft  me« 

«  «  «  «  « 
Benedia  :  Sir,  your  wit  ambles  well ;  it  goes  cafily. 
Pedro  :  Pll  tell  thee,  how  Beatrice  praifed  thy  wf/V  the 
other  day  :  1  faid,  thou  hadfi  a  fine  wit :  Triu  ; 
iays  flic,  a  fine  little  one:  No\  fcid  I,  a  great  Otdt: 
Right ;  fald  file,  a  great  grofs  one :  Nay ;  faid  I^ 
a  good  wit :  Juft ;  fay3  (he,  it  hurts  nobody. 

Shakfpeare  .repeats  the  word  w//,  for  a  reci- 
procation of  fmartncfs,  a  thoufand  times  (^). 

Yet, 

(*)  «  What  a  witfnaffer  are  you/'  [Mereh.  of  Venice.] 
^  A  college  of  witcraiers  cannot  flout  me  out  of  my 
^  humour."  [Much  Ado.]  Chapnian^  Ben  Johnipn,  and 
Maifl^on,  concurred  with  Shakfpeare,  when  they  wrote  the 
Prorogue  to  EdJJward  Hoe^  m  1605,  which  conduddd  v^itb 
4his  couplet  : 

**  Bear  with  oar  willing  pains,  if  dull,  or  witty  ^ 

•«  ^t  only  dedicat6  it  to  the  cittyc." 

Ben  Johnfon^s  verfes  to  the  memory  of  Shakfpeare,  as  they 
Jire  puhliflied  in  Mai.  Stiak.  voL  i.  p.  201,  have  thdfe  lines: 
*•  Which  were  fo  richly  fpun,  and  woven  fo  fit» 
'*  As,  fincc,  (he  will  vouchfafe  no  other  w//  .• 
«*  Tht  mcr^y  Greek,  tart  Ariftophanet, 
-*•  Neat  Tercit^e,  'wiity  PJautus,  now  not  pleafe;^ 
'**  But  antiquated  and  deferted  lie, 
**  As  they  were  not  of  Nature's  family.*' 
Ben  Johnibn  was  faid^  at  tSat  time,  to  be  die  fvitti^  brick- 
la^t  in  England.    Harrington  has  witty  very  often  in  his 
Epigrams,  Yet^  Mr.  Malone  refumes  his  ol^eftion  to  wifty^ 
in  die  Inquiry,  297 1  infifling  with  unlucky  perfeverance, 
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Yet>  Mr,  Malone  gravely  maintains  his  po- 
fition,  with  wild  pertinacity;  as  if  the  epithet 
!witty  had  not  been  ufed  by  Shakfpeare,  and 
the  other  wits  of  his  age,  in  both  the  fenfes ; 
for  z  fmart^  and  for  a  (hrewd,  perfon. 

The  public  accufer  now  diverges  from 
tvitty  to  whimJicaL  *•  The  lobymjicaU  Conceit 
*'  will  demand,"  he  fays  {c)  ferioufly,  *•  a  more 
**  particular  examination."  He  turns  over 
dictionaries,  for  the  word  wbimfical^  without 
fuccefs ;  though  he  jfinds,  in  the  age  of  Shak- 
fpeare, whim-wham^  and  whimjy^—izuxz^icd}, 
toyifli,  odde,  conceited ;  which  are  all  coufin- 
germans  of  whimjical  conceit :  And,  from  his 
difappointment  in  the  fearch,  he  infers,  ac- 

thatitbore^,  in  thofe  times,  no  fuch  meaning,  as  iarcaftic 
joke.  Wilfon  in  his  Jrte  of  Rhetorlquty  which  was  printed 
in  1553, 1567,  and  1585,  has  a  chapter  of  wittie  jetting  : 
"  Many  pleafant  gentlemen  are  well  pradifed  in  merrie 
«  conceipted  jefts."  [Laft  Edit.  p.  184.]  See  Marfton's 
Satire,  1599  :  Stultorum  pUna  funt  omnia  : 

**  For,  ((hame  to  the  poet)  read  Nid,  behold  I 

•*  How  vjittily  a  xnaiflerfhood  can  fcold. 
In  a  note  Marfton  adds :  ^  Mark  the  witty  allufion  t^ 
«  my  nam**  [Sig.  H  i.]     But,  Ned  cried  out  i  enough  ^ 
enough }  of  ujitty^  quite  enough ! ! ! 

(f)  Inquiry,  206. — Fowler  fent  from  Wodftofce,  on  the 
1 1  th  of  September  1603,  to  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  «  A  Concede  of  royne  drauen  from  ane  horologe." 
[Lodge's  lUutt/voI.  ill.  p.  169. J 
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cording  to  his  own  mode  of  logic,  that  the 
word  ivbimfical  did  not  then  cxift.  I  have 
already  difcovcred  fo  many  words,  which  are 
thus  fuppofed  not  to  exift,  that  I  feel  myfclf 
entitled  to  deny  the  right  of  the  public 
accufer,  to  confider  nonentities^  as  fadts  5  to 
reafon  from  fufpicions,  as  bearing  the  force 
of  evidence ;  arid  to  call  for  conviftion  from 
what  he  aflcrts,  rather  than  from  what  he 
proves.  While  fearching  unfuccefsfully  for  a 
wbim/ical  conceity  he  might  have  found  a  boke 
of  wyfe  conceytes ;  containing  **  wittie  fayned 
•*  fayings  of  men,  beafts,  and  fouls  (i):" 
Herein,  he  might  have  feen,  how  i  crane 
trying  to  emulate  the  eagle,  in  flying  up  as 
high  as  the  Junne,  evinced,  by  her  fate,  that,    . 

**  Who  fo  dymbeth  higher  than  he  (hould, 

**  Fallcth  lower  than  he  would/* 

(d)  This  rare,  elegant,' and  wittie,  ScholeoSwife  CmcejUs 
was  printed  by  Binneman,  in  1569.  The  inquirer  [p.  209] 
obje£b  to  ^oune  for  oney  which  (he  fays)  is  the  fpelling  of  no 
"  time  whatfoever."  If  he  bad  not  thought  negative  proofs 
quite  fufficienr,  he  might  have  feen  oan  for  eney  frequently, 
in  Henry  the  yth's  Inftrudiions,  before  mentioned;  in  a  love- 
letter  of  Henry  the  8th  to  Anna  BuUen,  there  is  won  for  one;^ 
and  he  may  fee  oone  for  one^  very  often  in  Sir  Edward  Wal- 
degrave's  account  of  the  burial  of  Edward  the  6th,  in  The 
Archseol.  vol.  xii.  p.  395.  My  argument  is,  that  there  was, 
in  thofe  times,  no  uniformity  of  fpelling  i  and  confequcntly, 
tbere  could  be  no  frecedent  for  the  fpelling  of  any  one  word. 
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The  fate  of  the  crane  <Jocs  not,  however)^ 
reftrain  the  publip  accufcr  from  piaking  fimi- 
lar  objedions  ^a  Shs^fpeare's  Deed  of  Gift  to 
William  Henry  (^)  Irelandy  which  he  fupports 
by  fuppofing  muchj  and  proving  little.  Thia 
ig  the  firft  deed,  he  protefts,  that  he  had 
ever  perufed,  though  he  had  examined  not  a 
few,  in  which  a  ftory, '  with  all  it^  circum- 
fiances,  was  regularly  told.  He  has  never 
read,  it  feems,  Weft'a  Symiokograpbies  which 
he  fometimes  quotes.  This  defcription,  of  «- 
Jlruments^  and  precedents,  fufficiently  proves^ 
that  recitals  were  very  commonly  prefixed  ta 
deeds ;  in  order  to  Uy  a  ftrong  foundation* 
for  the  fubfequent  contradts  (/),  He  thus 
fails,  in  his  lirfl  objeftion.  In  oppoAtion,  to^ 
the  deed,,  he  makes  an  avenneni;,  that  Shak- 
fpeare  did  not  live  in  the  Blackfriars,  in  1 604 : 
And,  in  order  to  make  out  this  objedion,  he 
fays,  that  Shakfpeare  had  no  naotive  to  live 
then  in  the  Blackfriars ;  undertaking  withal^ 
tp  prove,  that  Shakfpeare  lived  an,  Spmhwark;^ 

(*)  Inquiry,  %i9^ 

(f)  I  quote  the  edit.  1647  j  wherein  maybe  feen,  par- 
ticularly, contra£b  of  marriage,  which  regularly  tell  the  ftory 
with  all  the  circumftances ;  And,  the  fcrivener  would  h^vq 
ill  difcharged  his  truft,  had  he  not  red  ted  the  intention,  and 
ftgreement,  q{  the  contra^ing  parties, 

during 
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dnting  the  year*  1596  ;  perhaps  from  thit 
year  to  t6o&.  It  would  be  a  point  of  more 
importatnee  to  ifettle,  whether  ShakQ)eare  ever 
bad  a  fixed  refidence  in  the  metropolis. 
I  doubtr  if  the  poet  ever  brought  his  family 
from  Stratfdrd,  or  ever  confidcred  London^  as 
his  home  {g).     If  it  be  tnic>  that  his  hotife- 

{g)  From  the  pariffr-regifttfr  of  Stratford-upon-Avoh, 
it  appears: — 

ift.     That  he  was  baptiaed  there,  on  the  26th  April 

1564; 
adly.  That  his  daughtrt*  Strfanna  was  baptized  there,  on 

the  26  th  May  1583; 
3dly.  Tluft  Hamnet  and  Judith,  his  twin  fon,  and  daughter^ 

were  baptized  there,  the  id  February  158I. 
4thly.  Thathis  fon  Hamnet  was  buried  there,  on  the  rfrh 

of  Auguft  I59t>. 
5thly.  That  his  daughter  Sufenna  was  there  married  to 

John  Hall,  on  the  5th  of  June  1607. 
6thly.  That  his  daughter  Judith  was  there  married  to 
Thomas  Queeny,  on  the  lOth  of  February  i6|J: 
7thly.  Thathe  was  buried  there,  on  the  23d  Ajiril  1616. 
From  thefe  incontrovertible  fads,  I  am  led  to  infer,  that 
Shakfpeare's  family  conftantlyrefided  at  thei^aceof  his  bfrth, 
and  bttrial.   Add  to  this,  that  his  mortgage,  dated  the  lotb  of 
March  1612-13,  defcribes  him,  as  William  Shakefpeare  of 
Stratford-uport-Avoh,  gentleman.    He  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
duced his  Twelfth  Nighty  in  1614.    Ben  Johnfon  calls  him 
the  Sweit  Swan  ufAvon^  not  of  Thames.  And,  the  tradition, 
which  is  ftill  remembered,  of  Shakfpeare's  frequent  journies 
fH)m  Stratford  to  London,  and  from  London  to  Stratfordi 

confirms  my  conjeduije. 
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hold  was  at  Stratford,  and  his  abode  in  Lon«- 
dog,  during  particular  feafons,  it  .will  follow  i 
that  tbe  objector  again  fails  in  his  poiition. 

By  the  acceffion  of  King  James,  Shakfpcare 
acquired  fome  honour.     From  being  the  ier- 
vant  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  be,  and  his 
fellows,  became  immediately  the  fervants  of 
the  King  {A).    It  was  from  the  mere  favour 
of  James,  who  wiflicd  to  pleafe  every  body, 
and  not  to  the  folicitation  of  Lord  South- 
ampton, who  had  too  many  things  to  a(k  for 
(/)  himfelf,   that  the  licenfe  was  granted  to 
Fletcher,   Shakfpeare,  and  other  players,  on 
the  19th  of  May  1603,  to  play  at  the  Globe, 
and  at  other  convenient  places,  within  any 
town.    And.  it  was  equally  commodious  for 
Shakfpeare  to  refide,  for  a  time,  in  the  Black- 
friars,  as  on  the  Bankfide.     Here  again  the 

objeftor  fails. — 

"  I  laugh>  when  thofe  who  at  the  fpear  are  bold, 

*^  And  ventVous,  if  that  fell  them,  flirink  and  fear." 

But,  the  public  accufer  will  neither  ihrink, 

nor  fear,  when  he  engages  to  invalidate  the 

(h)  Gilbert  Dugdale's  Time  Triumphant  1604,  fig.  B. 

(/)  Mr.  Malone  lays,  that  the  licenfe  was  procured, 
«  without  doubt,  by  the  favour  of  the  Earl  of  Southampton.*' 
[Inquiry,  214.]  It  would  require  much  ftronger  evidence, 
than  mere  aflertion,  to  fatisfy  me  of  the  truth  of  thispofitioni 
fo  doubtful,  and  fo  improbable,  do  I  think  it. 

4ec4 
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deed  of  gift  to  Ireland ;  by  (howing^  that^  as 
Shakfpeare  could  fwim,  he  owed  no  obligatioa 
to  his  faviour :  And,  he  proves,  that  Shak- 
fpeare could  {i)  fwim,  by  faying,  that  the  poet 
could ,  defcribe  the  ufcful  art  of  fwimming ; 
as  if,  by  parity  of  reafon,  the  dramatift  were 
able  to  create  the  cliffs  of  Dover  : — 

^^  Mark,  and  perform  it,  fee'ft  thou  !  for  the  £ul 

**  Of  any  point  in't  ihall  not  only  be 

«  Death  to  thyfelf ;  but " 

Notwithflanding  this  denunciation,  wcf  arc, 
from   vague   conjedlure,    once   more   carried 
back  (/ )  to  verbal  difquifition^  which,  in  this 
Inquiry f   are  not  long   ieparated  from  each 
other.    The  feamen's  word  upfet^  which  they 
ufe  colloquially,  it  feems,  to  exprefs  one  of 
the  many  modes  of  fhipwreck,    the  public 
accufer  could  not  find  in  Johnfon  s  dictionary, 
nor  indeed  in  any  book  {m) :  Yet,  he  admits 
it  to  have  crept  into  our  language ;  though  he 
cannot  tell  when.  It  has  been  faid,  by  John- 
fon, that  the  naval  dialogue  of  the  Tempejl  is 
perhaps  the  firfl  example  of  failor's  language, 
exhibited  on  the  flage.     If  this  creative  ge- 
pius  firfl  introduced  the  naval  dialogue  of  our 

(i)  Inquiry,  417.  (/)  lb,  aig. 

(jn)  In  Eliot's  didionary,  printed  by  Berthelet,  1545,- 
^c  word  everto  is  rendered  «  to  tournc  upjigt  downe." 

dramatic 
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dramdbc  cptloquy^  \%  k  impmboble^  that  he 
i«ay  bams  aKiopted  uffet^  either  by  dcfign^  or 
chance.     If  it  be  probable,  tbat  Ive  fonnci  the 
won)  €rf»  t6€  Bankfide,  or  in  Eliot's  didionary, 
zjufi^cian^  arifiDg  from  ncgatro^  argontent^ 
^viH'  not  deprive  the  finder  of  tbe  advamtages 
of  his  difcoveFy.   When  am  accident  happens,  • 
fays  Mr.  Malofle;  td  a  boat!  fcam  the  mis- 
management df  a  fail,  or  the  force  d(  the 
wind*  the  boat  is  faid  to  be  over-turned  {n)  : 
I5Jo:  failors,  and  philologcrs,  would  ufe,  on 
fuch  an  accident,  the  appropriate  term,  over^ 
fet^  which  means  to  turn  bottom  [p]  upwards  i 
but  the  word  overturn,  fay  Johnfon^  and  Afli, 
means  to  throw  down ;    to  topic  down ;    to 
fubvert ;  to.  rtiin ;  and,  from  Milton*,  to  over- 
power;, to  conq^uer.     He  is  not  more  lucky 
in   his  conclufion,   where  his  obfervation  is 
founded  in   fadt,    rather  than  philology  : — i 
•*  Here  therefore,''  fays  he,  *'  we  find  an  acci^ 
•'  dent  not  nycry  likely  to  happen  on  the  Thames^ 
**  where  we  Jeldom  have  fuch  hoifierous  wavesg, 
"  cxprefled  by  a  word  unknown  in  ouf  Ian- 
^*  gttagff  for  above  a  cenmry  afterwards  {p).'* 
If  we  e)camine,  however,  the  recordis  of  the 
drama,  we  fhall  find,  that  the  Ja3  does  not 

(»1  Inquiry,  22X).      ^0)  See  Johnfon,  and' Aft,  in  Fifce. 
(p)  Inquiry,  220. 

warrant 
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warrant  his  concluEon.  lo  the Eqfiward'Hoe 
of  Chapman,  Johxifcn^  and  Marfton,  which 
was  printed,  iu  1605^  we  may  fee,,  in  the 
fcenes  of  real  life,  *'  what  prankes  the  Tbasnea 
•*  plaks  in  bcr  d«fpcratc  luiucy/'  Let  11$ 
fcleA  an  example  by  way  of  ilki^taition  of 
the  fobjeft : — 

BttttT  JyTototT* 

^  Drawer :  Sir  Petrond ;  Berets  one  of  your  water- 
men  come  to  fell  you,  it  wiH  be  Ihoi  thcfe  three 
howeres ;  and  that  tb  wiH  be  dangerous  gowing 
agatnft  the  tide  :  F^r,  die  fkie  is  overcaft ;  and 
there  Wat  a  porpHce-,  even  now^  feen  at  London- 
bridge,  which  is  ahrxys  the  meffenger  of  tetnpefls, 
he  (ayes* 

Ftttrond  :  A  poppifce  !  whatV  tfiotf  to  dl*  purpofe  ? 
Charg«i  hun>  if  hee  \mt^  his  lifc»  to  aMesKl  us : 
Qao  we  not  roackBinckjiQilL  ( where  mjrfhip  lies) 
againft  the  dde,  and  in  fpight  of  tempefts  ?— 
Captain  Seagull ;  charge  a  boat. 

Omoes :    A  boat^  a  boat,  a  boat.  {^Sxmnti 

Pm/wer :  Y'are  in  aipropertakihg; indeed totakeabotfr;. 
eij^jcially  at  this-  timeoCntghV  anl^agaiaft  tids^ 
and  tempefl. 

Enter  Securitie. 

Securttie :  What^  Winny !  wifej  1'  fey  f  ourof  doresy.  at 
this  time  \  where  ihould  I  feek  the  gwUio  ?'  SheTs. 
gone  with  the  Knight  :*^wx)e  be  to  thscBiUiiigi^ 
gate  :  A  boatey  a  b$ate^^  a  boaUy  a  full  bundrei- 
marks'^  for  a  boat  (q)  I 

(^).  In  this  dull  parody  on  RicbarJPs  borfcy  we  fee  another 
inalignant  flroke  of  Ben  Johnfon,  at  gentU  Sbakjpiare ; 
whiob  has  not*  been  generally*  obfenFed* 

The 
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The  porpifce  was  for  once  a  true  prophet 
as  it  feemeth.  Slitgut  entering  with  a  paire  of 
oxe- homes ^  early  in  the  morning,  defcribes 
what  he  beheld : 

Slitgut: •  Up  then,  Heaven,  and  St.  Luke, bleffe  me,  that 

I  be  not  blown  into  the  Thames,  as  I  clime  this 

tree,  that  is  all  fruit  and  na  leaves^  with  this  fu"  . 

ridus  ten^ejl.    Lorde !  what  a  cojle  tbe  Thames 

keeps  ;  ibe  bears  fome  unjuft  burden,  J  believe, 

that  file   kicks,   and  curvets,  thus,  to  caft  it : 

Heaven  \>\eSk  all  honeft  paflengers,  that  are  upon 

her  back  now  \  for,  the  bitte  is  out  of  her  mouth, 

I  fee^  and  Ihee  will  run  away  with  them.   Oh  me ! 

here's  a  boate  has  been  caft  away,  hard  by :  Abs, 

alas,  fee  one  of  her  paflengers  labouring  for  his  life. 

We  now  perceive,  in  this  dramatic  hiftory, 

that  the  Thames  fometimes  heeps  a  coyle  i 

that  a  furious  tempeft  will  arifc,  when  the 

porpoife  foretels  it ;  that  when  drunken  men, 

and  naughty  women,  will  take  boat  againfl 

the  tide,  and  in  fpight  of  tempeils,  the  rude 

Thames  will  "  plaie  prankes  in  her  defperate 

•*  lunacie."    Here,  is  the  very  tempeft,   for 

aught  that  appears,  which  upfet  Shakfpeare, 

which,  called  forth  the  benevolence  of  Ireland, 

and  which  prompted  Shakfpeare  to  exhibit  a 

fpecimen  of  his   gratitude,   in   his   deed  of 

gift  (r)  to  the  never-to-be-forgotten  faviour 

of  his  life. 

But, 

(r)  Let  no  minute  critic,  in  order  to  fix  an  anachronifm 
•n  the  £ice  of  this  coincidence^  remark,  that  EaJlwardHoi 

was 
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But,  the  public  accufer  will,  however,  be 
more  lucky  in  his  fearch  for  the  faqiily  of 
him,  who,  by  faving  Shakfpeare,  gladdened 
life.  William  Ireland  he  eafily  finds  ;  but, 
William  Henry  Ireland, he  cannot  find.  He 
beftows  much  unfuccefsful  pains  **  to  fliow 
**  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century, 
"  and  long  afterwards,  perfons  of  the  firfl: 
"  rank  in  England  were  contented  with  one 
"  Cbrijlian  name^  though  this  haberdaflier  in 
"  the  Blackfi-iars  has  been  decorated  with 
"  two  (x)/*  The  heirs  apparent  of  the  crown, 

was  printed,  in  16059  or  calculate,  by  an  algebraical  ope- 
ration, that  the  year  1605,  is  fubfequent  to  1604:  The 
fa£t  is,  that  though  Eaflward  Hoe  was  printed)  in  1605,  it 
was  aded  at  the  Blackfrien  fometime  before,  and  the  tem- 
peft  muft  have  fet  the  Thames  in  a  coyle^  before  the  publifh- 
ing,  the  ading,  or  the  inditing  of  the  comedie  :  For,  as  the 
prologus  of  it  well  obferves ;  **  thcr*»no  efFeft,  where  ther's 
«  no  caufe."  The  only  difference,  in  thofe  coincident  events, 
undoubtedly  is,  that  the  voyage  of  Petronel  and  Seagull 
was  from  Billingfgate  to  Blaclcwall,  downe  Thames ;  while 
the  voyage  of  Shakfpeare  and  Ireland  was  upp  Thames  from 
Blackfrycrs  to  Batterfea,  There  is  another  coincidence, 
which  is  worthy  of  notice :  Shakfpeare  recites  in  his  deed 
of  gift  i  "  having  with  mye  goode  freynde  Mafterre  Wil- 
«  liam  Henry  Ireland,  and  otherres  tain  boate  :'*  Now  j  in 
Ea/hvard  Hoe  it  is  faid ;  « I  believe  yee  were  drown'd  in  a 
«  tavern  before,  or  els  you  would  never  have  toke  hat^  in 
"  fuch  a  dawning^  diis  was/^ 

(x)  Inquiry,  226-7-8-9. 

Henrjr, 
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Henry,  and  Charles,  he  adds,  could  boaft  of 
no  fuch  diftmftion  {t).  He  means  to  ftake 
his  credit,  as  a  philological  antiquary,  upoa 
the  affumptioH,  that  two  baptifmal  names  were 
unprecedented^  in  that  age. 

Now,  upon  this  curious  point  of  our  ar- 
chaeology, I  join  ifiue  with  him.  In  the 
painfulnefs  of  his  fe-jrch,  he  fecms  to  have 
forgotten,  that  there  is  fuch  a  book  as  Cam-- 
Jen*s  Remains :  He  appears  to  have  alfo  for- 
jgotten,  that  Camden  had  already  treated  of 
this  fubjeft,  with  his  ufual  judgment,  and 
modefty.  The  various  events  of  time  pro- 
duced, ia  the  fucceffion  of  ages,  a  variety  of 
names*  Cfariftianity  introduced  the  names  of 
virtnous  perfons,  for  the  purpofe  of  worthy 
example.  Succeeding  ages,  little  regarding  tile 
admonitioa  of  the  Fathers^  recalled  names  of 
unhappy  di&fter.  The  reformation  brought 
in  the  baptifmal  appellations  of  Zachary, 
Malachy,  Jofias,  with  other  names  of  icrip- 
tural  recoipnendation.  During  the  reign  of 
Blisabethi  it  became  cuftomary  in  England, 
though  not  in  other  European  nations,  to  give 
fumames  for  names  of  baptifm.  But,  fays 
Camden^  ^  two  Chrijlian  names  are  rare^  in 
^  EngUpd  :  \  only  remember  xnem  his  itia* 

{t)  Inquirj;  p,  229. 

''  jcfty. 
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**  je%,  who  was  named  Charles  James,  as 
^  the  prince  his  fon,  Henry  Frederick ;  and, 
^'  ampng  private  men,  Thomas  Maria  Wing- 
**  field,  and  Sir  Thomas  Pofthumous  Hob* 
"  ley  («)•"     But,  the  fkA  is,  that  two  Chrif- 
tian  names  were  not  then  Jo  rare,  as  Camden,' 
with  his  ufual  circumfpeftion,  conceived.     On 
the  7th  of  May  1603,  Thorns  Pope  Blount 
was  knighted  at  Theobalds.     In  the  fecond 
charter,  which  King  James,  granted  to  the 
Virginia  company,    in    1609,   among  many 
perfons,  Robert  Earl  of  Salifbnry  is  the  firft, 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  is  the  fecond,  and 
Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton,  is  the  third, 
may  be  feen  Robert  Htldebrand  Sprinfon,  and 
JEidward  Maria  Wingficld  {y).    In  the  coun- 
cil-rjcgifter,  j  596,.  may  be  found  Miles  David 
Miles;  and,  in  the  regifter  of  1592,  Watkin 
John  Thomas.    But,  thefe  inijances  are  fuf- 
£cieQt  tQ  prove,  th*t  double  names  of  baptifqi 
were  not  wholly  unprecedented,  in  the  age  of 
Shakfpeare,  and  Ireland  (w).     And  thus,  have 

I  refcued 

(tf)  I.quote  from  the  fourth  ioipreffion  of  Camde«*s  Re- 
main^ in  1629:  The  firft  edition  was  publifhed,  I  believe, 
in  1614. 

(v)    Stith*s  Hift.  of  Virginia,  the  Appx.  N*'  ii. 

{%jL()    Dawbridi^'court  Belchier  publiihed>  in  161 8,  aa 

interlude. 
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I  refcued  Camden>  and  the  truth,  from  the 
critical  claws  of  the  public  accufer.  The 
critic  has,  indeed,  retradted  his  aflertion,  with 
regard  to  Henry  Frederick,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  (a:).  But,  having  once  opened  the  win- 
dow of  his  niind,  he  could  not  prevent  the  eyes 
of  the  curious  from  feeing  the  furniture  within. 
The  public  accufer  will  be  more  fortunate, 
perhaps,  and  not  lefs  perfcvering,  in  his  next 
objeftion.  The  fpelling,  and  phrafeology,  of 
Shakfpearc's  time  was  the  Bhckfryers,  fays  he, 
and  not  the  Bhckfriars  (y).  Eajlward  Hoe^ 
which  was  publi(hed  in  1 605,  was  played  in  the 
BXzckfriers  by  the  children  of  her  majefty's 
revels.     In  WicklyfFe's  Treatife  againft   the 

interlude,  called  Hans  Beerpot:  But,  how  many  names  Mr. 
Belchier  had,  I  know  not.  See  the  Rolls  of  Parliament, 
vd.  iii.  p.  400,  for  a  very  curious  coIle£Uoii  of  names. 

(*)  In  Birch's  Irfe  of  Prince  Henry,  p.  6-7-8,  anti- 
quaries had  read  the  ceremonial  of  the  baptifm  of  Frederick 
Henry,  Henry  Frederick,  the  heir  apparent  of  James  jft; 
which  names  being  three  times  repeated  by  the  bifhop,  were 
then  proclaimed  by  the  heralds,  with  the  found  of  trumpets; 
yet,  the  repetition  of  the  bilhop,  the  voice  of  the  heralds,  the 
clangor  of  the  trumpets;  all  did  not  preferve  the  name 
of  Henry  Fredt^ricL,  in  fome  memories.  From  various 
autographs,  it  appears,  that  he  ufually  fubfcribed  his  name 
f.  Henry.  P. 

[y)  Inquiry,  222. 

order 
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order  of  (2)yrwrj,  which  was  printed,  in  i668> 
may  be  feen  four  varieties,  which  preclude 
all  pretence  to  uniformity  of  fpellihg,  in  Shak- 
fpoare's  time.     Here  again  he  fails  in  his  ob* 
je^on; 
•  The  public  accdfer^will  now  produce  an' 
objedlioQ,  which»  as  he.  will  doubtlefs  main- 
tain it  by  fad:,  rather  than  aflcrtion^  rmf  not 
becafily !anfwercd4     He  quotes  from  the  deed' 
of  gift,  the  following  paflage,  for  the  fake  of 
the  points ;    "  for  the   which  fersrice   I  doe  > 
"  herebye  give  hym  as  foUowithe  ! ! !"     And, 
he  adds,  "  No  punftuation  whatfoever  is  em- 
"  ployed   in   deeds  (tf)/'     Nay;    the    deeds, 
which  are  publilhed  by  himfclf,  in  his  ''In* 
"  qairy,'    Appendix   No*  II>   HI,  and   IV, 

(z)  In  p.  235  FvioTSi  in  p.  24,  Fr/Vrsj  in  p.  25,  Fry^s; 
and  in  p.-  31,  Yryars.  John  Lcylando's  Laboryoufe  Journey 
mras  to  be  fold,  in  1549,  at  the  fign  of  the  Crowne  next  unto 
the  Whytc  Frygars-gaXe.  In  Fcnn's  Letters  we  have  Black 
freyrsj  and  Grey  fteers.  In  the  Inquiry,  268,  Mr.  Malone 
reiumes  this  objection  j  faying  that  this  word,  or  rather  two 
words,  was  cmfianily  written  Black-fryers.  Yet^  in  John 
Norden's  map,  1593,  we  have  Black  fr/Vrs,  Whyte  fr/Vrs.-— 
During  thofetimes, we  have  in  the  council -regifters,  alter- 
nately, Blackfryiirs,  and  Blackfry/rs. 

{a)  Inquiry,  231 :  And  as  to  thefe  notes  of  admiration, 
he  adds,  <<  of  which  even  the  printed  books  of  former  times 
"  furniih  no  example."     [Sec  the  note  in  p.  231.] 

S  with 


with  regular  punctuation^  disprove  his  own  aJD^ 
fertion.  The  various  inftruments  in  Weft's 
Symboleograpbie  are  copioufly  pointed  (A)%  If 
he  mean  to  aflert,  that  printed  books  of  former 
times  furnifti  no  exanaple  of  notes  of  admira^ 
tbn,  hiis  aflertion  will  be  found  to  be  equally 
groundlcfs.  The  Eaftward  Hoe  of  1605  has^ 
points  of  admiration ;  The  Witch  of  Middle- 
ton,  during  the  fame  age,  has  notes  of  admi^ 
ration :  And,  Shakfpeare  is  not  without  ftotes 
jci  admiration  (^).     The  public  aocufer  thus 

{h)  The  following  contradl,  which  is  an  original  papor  lA 
my  polTeffiony  is  pointed  thus:  ^'  Articles  of  agreement  ma^c 
"■  between  the  Right  worfhipfbl  Sir  John  Hart  and  Sii^ 
^  Richard  Martin  Knights  and  Aldermen  of  London  for  the* 
<^  true  payment  of  eight  hundred  pounds  due  unta  the  :fiud' 
^  Sir  John  by  the  (aid  Sir  Richard :  1 1  In  manner  fiallow- 
*^  ing  y\%i  I  p  Here,  then,. are  fimilar  points  to  Shak- 
(peare's,  wbicn  flout  at  the  groundlefs  aijertion  of  no.pun^u-^ 
ation  whatfoevir  is  emph^d  in  dtids^  See  this  oontraft. 
hereafter:  and  fee  a  note  of  hand. hereafter,  whidi  is  aUb 
pointed  in  a  funilar  manner.  In  16 13,  Alexander  Cooke^ 
the  player,  wrote  his  laft  will  with  his  owm  band%  andi 
pointed  it  in  a  fimilar  manner :  ^^  Or  whatibever  is  mine  ia 
^  all  the  world  1 1  [  This  is  my  laft  will  and  teftament]  I 
«*  have  fet  to  my  hand,  Alex:  Cooke  |  *' 

{c)  Inquiry,.p.  231 :«  O  God  of  lova!  O  day  untoward- 
"ly  turned!  Omifchiefftrangely  thwarting!  Qplagucxight 
<^  well  prevented !"  [Much  Ado  About  Nothing,  1,600,  ia 
Steevens*s  twenty  quarto  plaj^s.} 

fiuls 
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iaBfi  cgregioufly,  in  objecting  to  points^  and 
notes  of  admiratidn. 

He  is  at  laft  refblved>  after  fo  many  failures,, 
to  fail  no  more.  The  public  accUfer  now* 
proceeds  to  tell  us  h<5w  Shakfpeare^  had  hei 
crer  mentioned  his  hiftorical  play  of  Heiny 
the  fifths  would  have  written  it ;  not  as  we 
find  it  here,  but  fift^  as  he  himfelf  Unjuefiion-' 
ably  pr&nounced  the  worJ;  and  as  half  the  peo« 
pie  of  England  pronounce  it,  at  this  day  {J). 
What  is  this,  but  afluming  to  tell,  what 
cannot  now  be  told,  how  Shakfpeare  fpoke, 
and  wrote  the  word-  fifth  !  Nor,  does  the  ir- 
regular praftice  of  the  times  warrant  his  af- 
fumption  {e).  And,  x)f  courfe,  he  once  more 
•£uls  m  an  ofajedion,  which  was  hazarded, 
with  ali  the  firmncis  of  infallibility. 

From  fuch  topics,  with  regard  to  writing, 

(^  IiMiiiiry,  234.^5. 

(e)  In  Googe's  Zodiake  ofLif$j  1576^  P*  61,  we  may. 
fee  the  fijihe  booke^  in  the  Palace  of  fUafure^  VoL  ii.  die 
fifth  Novell  s  in  the  Flowers  ef  Eloquent  fpeech^  1581,  fign* 
B»  I.  cciiii.  iiit fifth  tAi  in  Newton's  Seneca,  158 1,  there 
is  ^tfiftfye  imgediesini  the  fifth  trage^.  In  Florio's  Second 
FrjfiteSf  1591,  we  have,  p.  65,  xh^  fifth  chapter.  In  Dray- 
ton's poems,  16x3,  we  have,  in  his  Baron's  fFarsy  the  fifth 
booke*  In  the  firft  edition  of  the  play  of  Henry  Vth,  the 
word  is  accidentalfy  fift :  But,  the  fecond  folio  edition  of 
SQiakfpeare^s  dramas^  1632,  has  y^£,  and  y^,  alternately. 

S  2  pointings 
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pointing,  and  conveyancing,  we  are  plunged 
into  the  contentious  abyfs  of  copy-right.  The 
public  accufer  difputes  the  right  of  Shakfpeare 
to  his  own  plays  :  Our  poet,  having  already 
**  fold  to  the  theatre  the  enumerated  plays, 
"  according  to  the  conftant  practice  of  that 
**  time,  had  no  property  wbatfoever  in  them  (J)^ 
Shakfpeare  does  not  give  to  Ireland  the  /ight 
oi a£ling  his  plays,  which  having  already  con-, 
veyed  to  the  theatre,  he  does  not  pretend  to 
reclaim.  The  right  of  printing,  the  poet  ftill 
referved,  for  aught  that  appears : .  Nor,  will 
rights  ever  he  fuppofed  to  be  furrendered^ 
till  their  conveyance  be  jfhown  by  documents* 
It  is  incontrovertibly  certain,  that  Shakfpeare 
did  poflefs,  till  his  dying  day,  the  right  of. 
printing  his  dramatic  works  (^).     Heinioge, 

(/)  Inquiry,  234.  ^ 

{g)  Hear  what  the  firft  editors  of.  his  dramas,  fay  upon 
the  point,  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Malone :  "  It  had  been  a 
«  thing,  fay  they,  in  their  Prefece,  <vorthre  to  have  been 
**  wilhed,  that  the  author  had  lived  to  ftt  forth,  and  over 
*f  feene  his  owile  writings ;  but  fince  it  ha*h  been  ordained 
«  otherwife,  and  he,  by  death,  departed  from  that  rights  we 
**  pray  you  do  not  eriX'y  his  friends  the  office  of  their  care 
**  and  paine,  to  have  colleiled  and  publijhed  tbem^  and  fo  to* 
*^  have  publiflit  them,  as  where  [before]  yo\i  were  abufed 
*^  with  divers  (lolne  and  furrepticious  copies,  maimed  and 
'^  deformed  by  the  fraudi  and  ftealths  of  injurious  impoftors, 
*'  that  exppfcd  them." 

and 
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tfnd  Condell,  the  firft  editors,  ackndwledge 
this  right  in  him  ;  and  their  recognition  ought 
*o  prevent  any  editor  of  the  prefent  day,  from 
afferting,  in  contradidtion  to  it,  that  be  bad  no 
■propertyivhatfoever  in  his  own  writings.  Eight 
judges,  with  Lord  Mansfield,  at  their  head, 
were  of  opinion,  that  Shakfpeare  had  a  right, 
a  common-law  right,  in  the  productions  of  his 
own  genius  [h).  Sucking  lawyers,  however, 
'are  of  opinion,  that  the  poet  bad  no  right 
whatfoever^  m  his  own  dramas ;  though  it  be 
admitted  that,  he  did,  in  fadl,  fell  them,  for  a 
fpecial  purpofe  (/). 

Yet  I  would  I  knew  that  Jiroke  would  prove 
the  worji  !  But,  the  public  accufer  is  ready  to 
give  a  death's -blow  to  the  deed  of  gift. 
'*  The  indorfemcnt  before  us,  containing  the 
**  year  of  the  king's  reign  in  Englifli,  inftead 
**  of  Latin,  is  a  decifive  proof  of  forgery  ; 
"  and  the  two  words  **  2  jfames^*'  are  as  fatal, 
^  on  the  outfide  as  William^Henry  are  within 
"  this  inftrument  {k)y  In  this  manner,  is  k 
fhown,  that  the  Englifli  fcribble  of  Ireland,  a 
haberdaflier,  who  kept  a  (hop  in  the  Black- 
friars,  nullified   his  own  deed(/).      In  con- 

{h)  Blackft.  Com.  Edit.  Chriftian,  vol.  ii.  p.  4* 

(/)  Inquiry,  2^^.      '  [k)  lb.  237.         {I)  lb.  222-4. 
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j^rmation  of  this  dcxftiine^  th^  public  aixroiw 
quotes  Co.  Litt.  Hargravc-s  edit,  to  ycov^ 
cfaat  an  obvious  anachronifm  w4U  prove  the 
fraudulence  of  ^  doubtful  deed.  Littdton,  ColBe» 
"ftiid  Hargrave,  are  authorities  enpw^  to  proves 
/elf-evident  pofition.  Bat,  we  are  befo^  the 
jury,  upon  qucftions  oifaSi.  The  public  ac- 
cufer  has  employed  three  fifts  of  hfs  Inquiry 
to  fix  palpable  anachronifms  upon  tl^e  Mif^ 
tellaneous  Papers.  Yowrjiftb^  of  this  Apology 
-arc  occupied,  fuccefsfully,  I  truft,  in  proving, 
that  his  pretended  aaachronifms  have  neither 
folidity  pf  argument,  nor  authenticity  of  fsuft, 
to  fopport  the{n,  in  their  premifts^  crconclu- 
iions.  Thus  much,  then,  for  the  **  unreal 
,pock cries'*  pf  the  public  accufcr  (^)« 

We  are  npw  arrived,  as  it  feems,  '^  withia 
"  fight  of  land."  After  difpatching  Shak* 
fpcare's  tributary  lines  to  Ireland-,  the  luiew  of 
Ireland* s  boufey  and  the  portraits  of  B^Jfank 
*and  Shylock  i  we  have  only  three  or  four  dee^ 
to  examwe  {n). 

With  regard  to  the  tributary  linef  of  Siak^ 
/peare  to  Ireland,  the  public  accufer  glTures  us, 
^n  die  fincere  word  of  an  intelligent  man,  th^t 
there  is  not  a  youpg  lady  of  fifteen,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  that  would  not,  after  reaclinghef 

(»)  Sec  Inquiry,  238.  f»)  Id. 

t  firft 


firft  noveU  prodace  fomething  more  in  charac- 
ter. Of  the  competency  of  the  miffes  in 
Great  Britain^  and  in  Ireland^  I  pretend  not  to 
judge  :  They  are  all,  no  doufot,  fairfac'd  and 
famvardjbr  their  years :  But,  I  will  prefume, 
that  a  itfo/  joke,  even  if  «pr«fled  in  terfer 
EngifCh^  than  the  public  accufer's,  does  not 
iUQoant  to  good  proof,  in  any  court  of  law,  or 
court  of  criticifm. 

He  is  now  determined  to  deface  "  the  view 
**  of  Mafterre  Irelande's  houfe,"  by  more 
fubftantial  means,  than  a  bad  joke,  inelegantly 
exprefied.  The  only  objedion  to  it  is,  "  that 
^  the  word  view,  in  the  fenfe  of  a  delineation 
**  of  amy  ohje4%,  was  unfortunately  wholly  i/«- 
'*  known  to  our  ancefiors\o)r  Yet,  of  the 
twelve  fenfes,  which  Johnfon  afiigns  to  the 
word  view,  the  firft  fenfe  is  profpeSt :  and,  for 
this  fenfe,  he  quotes  Shakfpeare's  Cymbe- 

line:— 

<<  ......^  you  Ihould  tread  a  coufie 

«  Pntty  and  full  of  view  :*' 

Yet,  fiiys  Mr.  Malone,  the  word  view,  in  this 
&nfe,  is  fo  completely  modern,  that  it  is  not 
found  in  any  of  the  vocabularies,  which  I  have 
mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  this  Inquiry  (/). 

We 

(«)  Inquiry,  239. 

(p)  Inquiry,  240 :    He  would  not  have  hasarded  this  ob* 

S  4  fervadoo. 
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We  now  perceive,  from  tits  view,  that  Mr. 
JVliilone  looks  into  vocabularies y?iT\A  opt  into 
the  body  of  our  language,  for  his  examples. 
If  he  will  allow  me,  I  will  quote  a  book, 
which  he  certainly  h^s  in  his  library,  and 
which  will  doubtlefs  give  him  fatisfa^tion: 
See  Maloae'3  Shakfpeare,  1790,  vol.  i,  part  i. 
p.  80  :  •*  A  view  of  Valiaunce,  tranflated  from 
^'  Rutilius  Rufus,  by  Thomas  Newton  1 580:'' 
And  yet,  fays  Mr.  Malorie,  the  word,  view,  as 
posy  ukdfor pro/pei^  qame  to  us  from  the  French, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prpfent  century  (j)% 
But,  of  fuch  hallucinations  enough !  His 
apology  is,  that  tbpfe  fabrications  were  founded 
on  archetypes,  which  were .  fprnifhed  by  the 
edition  of  Shakfpcare,  pubUihed  in  (r)  1790,^ 
[by  hinjfelfj, 

Of 

fenation^  if  he  had  looked  into  Leigh^s  Scunce  of  Surveying^ 
1577,  Sign.  I.  I.;  wherein  he  would  have  been  inftruded, 
**  How  a  furvcyor  flhould  take  a  perfefle  vitw  of  a  man* 
«  nour  5"  and,  in  the  fubfequent  piagc,  he  might  have  feen: 
<♦  The  towne  of  Dale ;  the  vitw  ol  the  Mannour  of  Dale ; 
**  taken  the  y.  day  of  May,  the  ^iiii  yerp  of  the  raign  of 
*.«  King  Henry  the  eight." 

(r)  In  fad,  Johnfon  regards  v/Vw,  in  one  of  its  fenfes,  as 
2iprofpeei\  and  profpeef,  as  a  view:  They  arc  fo  rynonimous, 
tJi^t  neither  hty  nor  A (h,  can  eafjy  feparatc  their  various 

(hades 
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Of  the  prints  of  Bajanio,  and.  Shylockj  he 
pretends  not  to  judge :  But,  he  believes  them 
to  be  fpurious ;  as  he  has  been  told,  "  they 
^*  are  manifeftly  wafhed  drawings  of  a  recent 
**  date."  Here  again  he  fails;  unlefs  we  ad- 
imt  his  belief  for  proof;  and  allow  ourfelves 
to  be  convinced  of  fraud  ;  becaufc  he  is  now 
willing,  from  hearjcy  to  let  belief  take  bold  of 
bim. 

In  this  believing  mood,  the  public  accufer 
examines  the  agreement  between  Shakfpeare 
and  Lowine{s).  This  contrafl*  comes  into 
court,  like  other  deeds,  with  every  fair  ap- 
pearance of  unfufpicious  genuinenefs.  The 
folemnities,  which  accompany  it,  bring  with 
thepi  all  the  probabilities  of  truth  :  And,  this 
contraft,  being  an  ancient  deed,  muft  be  ad- 
mitted, in  every  court  of  criticifm,  as  it  would 
be,  in  every  court  of  common- law,  to  prove 
itfelf,  from  the  energies  of  its  own  evidence. 

fliades  of  (ignification :  Yet,  Mr.  Malone  can  do  this,  lb 
nicely,  that  he  may  exclaim  with  John  Derrick,  in  ^The  Image 
$f  Inland^  a  poem,  devifed  by  him,  in  1578,  and  pulpliihed 
in  1581  :— 

♦*  Lo  Lordynges  !  here  the  draught 

*'  Sett  cue  in  open  'vewe : 
**  For,  by  inftradlions,  I  am  taught, 
«*  Falfe  forgynges  to  efchewe.'* 


(#)  Inquiry,  244. 


Yet, 
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Yet,  is  the  public  accufcr  ready  to  hring 
Jhrwari  bis  fpecial  objcdions,  whicb  Ijc  will 
make  out,  with  the  clearneis  of  demonlla'atian* 
and  fapport,  with  the  firmnefs  of  troth.  His 
firfk  objcftion  is  to  the  exprcffion  bring  for^ 
noard^  which  is  daily  feen,  at  breakfaft,  in  tl» 
fiiay  bills  ;  but,  he  leaves  it  to  •'  the  partifam 
"  of  tbefc  tnanufcrtpts'  to  afcertain  how  affr*f/r/ 
this  expreffion  was  firft  brought  forward  (/). 
The  wit,  the  logic,  the  demonftration  of  his 
thruft  fends  it  through  and  through :  But,  ho 
will  kill  outright  wich  his  fecond  thruft.  Tlie 
name  of  Lo^in  was  never  written  Lowine,  as 
it  is  exhibited  in  this  deed  {u)  :  Yet,  with  the 
^LOie  daih  of  his  pen,  he  produces  a  document, 
which  proves,  tl^t  there  was  no  uniformity  in 
the  fpelling  of  Lowine's  {v)  name;  and,  con- 
fequently,  if  there  were  no  ruie^  there  could  be 

(/)  Inquiry,  245.  («)  Inquiry,  250. 

(z;)  "  Lent  unto  John  Zm/yir,  the  I2tb  March  1602,  when 
^*  he  went  into  the  contrey  to  playe  v  (hillings/'  In^ry^ 
250;  which  quotes  Henflowe's  MS.  Regifter:— I  think  I 
have  feen  the  iiame  of  this  perfonage  in  the  council-regifters 
ci  the  1$  March  1589-90,  fpelled  LauipH.  The  name) 
^lowever^  n)ay  have  been  John  Lanham;  as  there  is  a  blur  in 
^he  book.  And  in  a  lift  of  die  Lord  Chamberlain's  war- 
rants, 1632,  in  the  paper  office,  he  is  called  Loiven.  It  is 
then,  abfurd,  to  found  an  objedtion  on  an  uniformity  rffp^l- 
lingy  which  did  not,  in  fa£t,  cxift. 

no 
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no  deviation^  ^peak  on.  Sir;  I  dirt  your  warji 
^ijeSions !  He  goes  on  t^  objca,  that  m 
i6o8»the  epoch  of  this  agreement  with  Shak^ 
ipeare^  htnmne  was  low  in  his  profeffion,  and 
poor,  in  his  circumftances :  And,  from  theie 
&&S,  he  infers  dbe  improbability  of  his  hiring 
himfelf  to  Shakfpeare.  In  confirmation  of 
this  inference,  he  {w)  alTerts,  that  Lowine^ 
^'  without  doubts  had  a  half  ffaare,  or  fome 
^  other  portion  of  one,  even  in  1 608  {x)  :'* 
And,  from  this  aflertion,  he  in£;rs  this  to  be 
^*  a  fatal  drcumftante  for  the  deed  befi^re  us/' 
Nay ;  if  vou  will  but  allow  the  public  accufer 
hjk^Jiand  and  his  J^ver^  he  will  ov^fet  the  great 
globe  it/elf.  He  now  ukes  his  ftand,  with  his 
lever ;  and  he  produces  a  genuine  ftage  coi^-» 

{w)  Inquiry,  253. 

( jc)  If  we  may  believe  the  date  on  his  piftur e,  Lowin,  was 
born  in  1576;  and  he  died  on  the  8th  of  March  1658-9.  In 
the  fad  period,  which  intervened,  Lowin  partook  of  the  irari-* 
0U8  misfortunes  of  the  times :  From  the  loweft  commence- 
•ment  as  a  player,  about  the  year  1600,  be  rofe,  in  thirtp 
years,  to  die  top  efhis  profeffion:  In  1632,  there  were  iffuei^ 
<<  To  Jo.  Lowen  and  the  reft  of  the  players  for  a£lin^ 
•*  twenty  four  plays;  three  at  ^.20.  a  piece,  and  twenty  on^ 
<•  at  £.10.  2l  piece— ^^.270.'^  [A  lift  of  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain^s  warrants  in  xht  paper-office.]  From  diis  document 
it  clearly  appears,  that  the  fettled  price,  which  was  paid  in 
1632,  for  a&ifig  a  play  at  Hampton-court  was  j^.20,  and  at 
V^Wtchall^.iQ/  . 

tra<a 
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trad  of  this  v^ry  period,  that  he  fays,  "  ren- 
"  ders  it  qqite  tinncceflary  to  fay  more  on 
••  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  {y)  :*'  Yet,  thfe 
^age  contraB^  is  not  between  the  fame  parties; 
tior  does  it  contain  any  faft,  circumftance,  or 
point,  which  bears  upon  the  agreement  be- 
iwQcn  Shakfpcare  and  Lowine.  As  if  an  ana- 
chronifin  had  been  fixed  in  this  agreement, 
with  the  certainty  of  a  ftroke  of  death,  we  are 
told,  that  **  this  true  ftage  contraft  is  as  de- 
**  ciiive  a  proof  of  the  forgery  as  can  be  con^ 
•'  ceived(2;)."  Thus,  eafily,  doth  our  Ar- 
chimedes iipftt  the  agreement  between  Shak- 
fpeare  and  Lowine!  Yet,  is  he  determined 
to  overturn  this  agreement  by  additional  proofs 
of  its  forgery :  The  fabricator  has  introduced 
into  this  contract  the  word  compofitiofty  as  dc- 
fcriptive  of  a  written  work;  which  he  believes 
it  did  not  tien  Jignify  {a)  :  Spenfer,  indeed  haj 
the  word,  for  the  ad:  of  compofing  a  work ;' 
but  the  higheft  authority,  Dr.  Johnfon  could 
•find  for  compofition^  with  the  fignification  of  ^ 
booky  is  L'Eftrange  (^).     A?  if  cofifcipus  of 

fome 

(;0  Inquiry, 254.         (»)  Ib/256.         (a)  lb.  256. 

(6)  lb.  257 :  Mr.  Malone  is  connnually  talking  of  what 
Dr.  Jchn{Qn  reuld  Jtnd i  as  if  our  great  lexicographer  had 
ever  looked  for  the  precifc  age  of  words  j  or  had  ever  givat) 

him/clf 
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fbmc  deficiency,  he .  faintly  acknowledges  the 
impqffibility  oi  proving  a  [an]  univerfal  nega^, 
the :  But,  he  apprehends,  he  has  brought  forr 
nvard  fuch  evidence;  as,  having;  the  appear- 
ance of  truths  may  be  received  as  fuqh,  till 
fome  of  his  opponents  (hall  produce  the. f<?/r- 
tefied  nvordsf  from  a  book  of  Shakfpearc's  agC;. 
When  he  finds  the  oar  too. weighty  for  hi? 
owa  handling,  he  conftantly  attempts  to  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  his  opponents.  At  this  oar,, 
will  I  tugg,  when  he  ihall  \izs^  fatisjied .rea^ 
fonable  inquirers y  that  there  is  any  logic  in 
begging  the  queftion ;  or  that  proof  is  con-. 
tained  in  afiertion;  or  that  a  thoufand  fic- 
tions, how  nicely  fo  ^ver  tacked  together,  by 
iufiouations,  and  fuppofes,  amount  to  one 
truth. 

In  this  abfiird  ftrain  it  is,  that  he  draws  the 
attention  to  Mafter  Lowine's  y^^/ (^),  He 
ihrewdly  fufpedts,  that,  by  the  help  of  Herf- 

himfelf  any  further  trouble  about  words,  than  taking  the  near- 
eft  at  hand,  which  anfwered  his  purpofe.  Had  the  DoSor, 
or  Mr.  Malone,  looked  into  Barret's  Mvearie^  1580,  in  vo. 
C»mpa£ie^  they  would  have  found  compo/nion  for  verborum 
JlruSiura^  placing  or  compa^flng  of  wor^tUs  togither :  Yet,  our 
inquirer  fuppofes,  that  this  word,  in  the  fenfe  of  a  book,  came 
CO  us  from  the  French  about  the  Refiordilon.  [Inquiry,  358.] 

(ir)  Inquir)',  259. 

chers 
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chei's  magnifier?,  may^  be  perceived,  a  well- 
formed  head  of  fomc  of  our  Saaton  monarchs/ 
which  may  have  been  copied  from  the  engrav- 
ings of  (d)  Virtue :  [V«tue  he  (hould  have 
fkid  {e).]  With  the  affiftanpe  of  the  logical' 
fpedtacles  of  Watts,  or  Locke,  I  wot  no 
which,  he  difcovers,  that  the  want  of.a  crefi^ 
sfind  cyphers  on  the  feal  of  Lowine,  is  an  un- 
doubted proof  of  forgery,  in  an  agreement,  t(t 
which  is  appended  a  fancy  feal.  Difcoverics 
lead  to  difcoveries.  The  clear  w>w,  which, 
by  Herfcbers  help,  we  have  thus  had  of 
Lowine's  feal,  will  enable  the  biographer  of 
Shakfpeare  to  difcover,  with  lefs  powers  of 
magnifying,  whether  our  great  poet  had  anr 
appropriate  feal.  That  he  had  not  is  certain, 
from  incontrovertible  evidence  (/').  If  Shak- 
fpeare had  not  an  appropriate  feal,  with  either 
^eare  in  beni^  or  a  crejl  and  cypher j  what  could 
we  expeffc  from  Lowine,  low,  and  poor,  as  he 
is  dated  to  have  been  f 

(//)  Inquiry,  259. 

(t)  Sec  Lord  Orfbrd's  Cat.  of  Engravers  from  the  M£Sw 
of  Mr.  George  A'irtue. 

(/)  See  Mai.  Shak.  1790.  vol.  i.  part  i.  p.  192-3,  thefig^ 
nature  and  ieal  of  Shakfpeare's  mortgage :  The  impreffioR 
of  the  feal  is  H  L,  with  an  EtmUfiirmiuniid^  as  the  heralds 
bave  it* 

The 


'  The  public  accufer,  in  attending  to  the  fcah 
had  almoft  forgot  to  objed:,  that  to  this  agree- 
ment, Shakfpeare  had  fubjoined,  in  a  new  mode 
ofcontrswftion,  his  baptifmal  name  Willam:  But, 
has  he  not  fublcribed  Pf^ilJm  to  his  will(^)  > 
Mr.  Malone  has  not  yet  difcovercd,  amid  hi^ 
other  diTcoveries,  as  it  feemeth,  that  there  are 
forgeries,  which  cannot  be  detedled  by  candid 
difcuffion.  In  this  happy  land,  every  forger, 
in  whatfoever  manner  fuipefted,  accufed,  or 
profecutedii  has  a  feir  trial,  and  is  convided 
by  legal  evidence  only,  or  acquitted.  The 
puUic  accufer  ieems  to  (how,  by  die  number, 
and  nature,  of  his  objedtions,  that,  if  fair 
means  fail,  while  he  racks  the  fcribbk  with 
Bacon,  he  rather  would  torture  the  fcribbler 
with  Elizabeth. 

In  this  fpirit,  is  the  public  accufer  deter- 
mined that,  **  Bitter  torture  fliall  winnow  the 
"  truth  from  falfliood/'  He  now  applies  the 
queftion  to  the  agreement  between  Shakfpeare 
and  Condel  {h\  His  firft  objeSion  is,  that 
this  contraiSt  is  extremely  fimilar  to  the  ftage 
contrafts  of  that  age.  With  the  fame  kind  of 
logic,  he  objedls,  that  Condel  v/as  2ijharer  vx 
the  profits  of  the  houfe,  and  not.  a  hirelings 

{g)  lb.  See  the  plate  facing  the  will  of  Shakfpeare  t  And 
fee,  before,  the  plate,  £icing  p.  224. 

(A)  Inquiry,  260. 

for 
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for  wages:  Bat,  this  is  faid,  without  cot- 
lidering,  that  this  agreement  is  of  a  fpedal; 
nature ;  not  to  a£t  in  general,  but  to  perform 
in  particular  plays  of  the  compofition,  not  of . 
Shakfpeare,  but  of  others.  Here  again  the ' 
queftion  is  unfuccefsful,  in  extorting  the  truth* 
In  this  extremity,  he  refumes  his  objection,  to 
the  word  compofition ;  as  being  unufual,  during 
that  age,  in  the  fignification  of  writing  (/). 
But,  he  does  not  refledl,  that  the  repetitidn  of* 
objedipns,  which  have  been  already  fhown 
to  be  groundlefs,  is  not  likely  to  be  more 
fuccefsful.  Once  more,  then,  the  quejiion  failSf 
in  extorting  a  confeffion.  Thinking^  no  doubt, 
that  an  accumulation  of  bad  objedlions  will 
form  one  good  objedion,  he  fufpeds^  that 
the  falary  of  one  pound  one  Jloilling  a  week  fa-, 
vours  much  of  a  modern  guinea.  According 
to  this  rule  of  accumulation,  be  objecSs  "  to 
"  the  pretty  fiction  of  a  trim  boar's  head  ;'*' 
being  intended  to  pafs  for  Shakfpearc's  feal  : 
But,  it  has  been  already  proved,  that  our  poet 
did  not  ufe  any  appropriate,  feah  In  this 
ftrain  of  logic,  he  objefts  to  Condel's  figna- 
ture,  without  having  any  autograph,  where- 
with to  confront  it  j  or  ajiy  circumftance,  to 
oppofeit;  unlefs  we  admit  conjedlures,  and 

(/)  Inquiry,  261. 

fuppofcs^ 
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fuppofes,  as  circumftantial  evidence.  In  fu- 
peraddition  to  all  this  accumulated  teftimoriy, 
he  ftates  the  Englijh  indorfement  oh  the  agree- 
fiient>  as  very  curious ;  and  the  qnneceflary  th 
after  the  20,  a6  very  fufpicious  {k).  After  all 
ihefc  experiments  of  the  quejiion,  the  culprit 
remauis  firm,  and  denies  in  thcconiident  tone 
X)f  innocence  the  imputed  guilt*  Little  dif- 
trufting  the  efficacy  oi  bitter  torture  to  enforce 
kiftant  confeffion,  the  public  accufer,— • 
.  ^  Aftonifh'J  at  the  voice,  now  flood  amaz'di . 
**  And  all  around,,  with  inward  horror,  gaz*d." 

It  is  Beccariaj  who,  with  mathematical 
precifion,  propofes  the  following  problem,  in 
law  logic  :  "  The  force  of  the  mufcles,  and 
**  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves  of  an  innocent 
"  perfpn  being  given ;  it  iis  required  to  find 
"  the  degree  of  pain,  which  is  neceflary  to 
'*  make  him  eonfefs  himfelf  guilty  of  a  giveft 
**  crime."  This  problem  is  very  in^'enioufly 
folvedi  by  the  public  acciifer,  in  exainining 
Shakfpeare's  leafe  Jo  Michael  Ffqfer  and  his 
wifely.  He  at  the  fame  time;  incidentally 
folves  a  fupplemental  problem  ;  what  degree 
iof  fatigue  is  neceflary  to  make  the  beholder 
of  fuch  torture  exprefs  impatience^  at  its 
ixiode,  its  matter,  and  its  duration; 

(i)  Inquiry,  264-S'  0)  tnqviiry,  ^65. 

T  In 
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,  In  iblvjng  thofe  problems,  his  firft  objcftion 
to  this  leafe  is,  that  '*  it  is  a  motley  nvx(% 
1'  of  trutn/^ry  (w)/*  From  fuch  fyllogijlkk 
trumpery^  he  proceeds,  in  his  fecond  objedlion, 
to  fcofF  at  thofe  "  ingenious,  intelligent,  and 
**  difinterefted,  perfons,'*  who  confidercd  an 
ancient  deedy  as  admiflible  proof,  prima  facie ; 
who  regarded  the  parchment,  the  feals,  and 
figpatpres,  a&  fufficient  evidence,  either  ex^ 
ternal^-.or  inte/nal,  to  eftablifli  a  ftrong  prc- 
fumption,  which,  according  as  it  is  confident 
with  probable  circumftances,  muft  enforce  a 
fatisfaftory  conviiStion  of  the  truth. 

But,  this  conviiftion,  arifing  from  thofe  cir- 
cumft;inces,  and  that  prefumption,  the  public 
accufef  proceeds  to  overturn,  by  minute  exa- 
mination, and  dcfnonftmble  fadls.  The  firfl 
point  of  his  minute  examination  confifts,  in 
objeding  to  the  defcription  of  the  demifcd 
premifes,  which,  he  thinks,  is  too  indiftinft  \ 
being  fix  acres  and  a  half  of  land,  abutting 
clofc  to  the  Globe  theatre,  by  ^lackfryers. 
Thus,  the  Globe  theatre  is  the  land-mark, 
which,  being  afcertained,  fixes  the  pofition  of 
the  contiguous  parts.  .  I  have  already  fettled 
tlic  true  fite  of  the  Globe,  with  mathematical 
precifion,  to  be  on  the  Bankfide^  within  the 

{m)  Inquiry,  165. 

liberty 
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liberty  of  the  Clink,  in  Southwark.  But,  is 
this  pofition  ^  Blackfrycrs  ?  The  anfwer  to 
this  queftion  muft  be  jgiven,  according  to  the 
notiotidj  which  were  affixed,  by  the  parties, 
to  the  prcpofition  ^: — Among  many  other 
fenfes,  Johnfon  fays,  from  Shakfpeare  himfelf, 
that  it  denotes  befide ;  near  to ;  in  prefence  ; 
proximity  in  general  {n) :  And,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poft-office,  iy  is  underftood  to 
mean  neighbourhood;  fo  letters  directed  to 
John  Styles,  refiding  at  St^  Peter's  6y  Margate, 
would  be  very  intelligible  to  all  the  forters, 
and  carriers  of  the  poft-office,  without  the 
help  of  a  critical  vocabulary.  But,  the  public 
accufer  will  {how  nicer  difcrimination,  in  his 
next  objedtion  :  "  The  phrafe  abutting  to 
•*  [which  is]  here  employed,  is  unknown  to 
**  our  language,  abutting  upon  having  been 
'*  invariably  the,  legal  and  colloquial  lan- 
"  guage  from  the  time  of  Shakfpeare  to  this 
"  hour(^)/'    lie  who  objeds,  with  critical 

{n)  In  Hollar's  map  of  London,  which  was  engraved  at 
Antwerp,  in  1647,  the  Globi  is  placed  exactly  on  the  fite 
of  the  prefent  Albion  Mills ;  abutting  chjt  to  Blackfryers- 
bridge.  It  maybe  of  ufe  to  thofe  artifts,  who  may  hereafter 
wiflj  to  give  an  pngravcd  view  of  the  Qhhe^  to  obferve,  that* 
Hollar  adorned  thefiag^  which  was  difplaycd  therefrom,  with 
the  crofi  of  5/.  George. 

{0)  Inquiry,  268. 

T  2  malignity. 
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inalignity, -tQ^tf^/  Engliflbi  Opjght  himfelf  to 
write  g<^ :  And  be,  who  has  any  critical 
candour,  ought  not  to  cha|)gi$..a  phrafc,  for 
the  purpofc  of  objeAipnr.^Thi  cfiticifm  will 
vanifli,  when  the  real. Wprds;  are  diicovcred^ 
as  fahliood  vanifhes  at  the  appearance  of 
truth.  The  g^fiuinc  phrafe  of  Shafcfpeare  is 
**  abutting  clofe  to  the  Globe/'  In  this  figni- 
iication  of  chfe^  as  joined,  without  any  inter- 
vening dUlancc  of  time,  or  place  j  the  English 
idiom,  and  ufe,  required  cloiie  to :  "  We  muft 
\*  lay  afidci  4ays  (/>)  Bamet,  that  lazy»  and 
*^  fallacioM$  method  of  cenfuring  by  the  lump, 
^*  2if^  duft  bring  things  claf^  to  the  tcft  of 
''  true,  oxfaifer 

The  public  accufer  will,  doubtlcfs,  be  more 
lucky  in  his  next  objedticn.  "  It  is  obferva- 
"  bfe,  %s  {q)  he,  that  in  this  deed,  Black- 
"  fryers  is  fpelt  rightly/'  He  had  before,  as^ 
we  may  recoUedt,  objefted  to  the  erroneous^ 
ipelling  of  BJackfiyars.  Our  Procrufies  is  now 
determined,  it  fcems,  that  this  unlucky  word 
fhall  be  neither  too  long,  nor  too  fhort ;  nei- 
ther right,  nor  wrong. 

In  this  fpirit,  the  public  accufer  appeals 
from  criticifm  to  feS,'  Adding  difficulties 
in  ifcertaining,  on  which  fide  of  thp  Thames 

{p)  Theory.'  »{q)  Inquiry, 267. 

the 
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the  dcmifed  prcmifes  lay,  whether  on  the 
Bankfide,  or  in  Blackfrkrs, '  he  takes  zview 
of  both.  He  admits,  that  there  certainly  ^^ 
in  Southwark,  fome  groui^^  unoccupied  by 
buildings,  in  (r)  1596;  but,  he  aflcrts,  that  the 
unoccupied  ground  lay  more  to  the  weftwar(J 
than  .the  Globe. 

Yet,  let  us  confront  what  he  admits,  and 
what  he  retrains,  with  the  accurate  account, 
which  is  given  by  the  hiftorians  of  St.  Sa- 
viour's parifli ;  who,  living  on  the  fpot,  muft 
neceffarily  know  the  local  circumftances  of 
what  they  d^ily  fee :  "  We  will,  hovVever, 
"  give  the  general  ftate  of  the  Bankfide,  as' 
**  we  have  pretty  accurately  collefted  it^  from 
*'  the  year  1600:  From  various  title-deeds^ 
*'  and  other  written  documents,  now  extant, 
••  and  without  any  reference  to  what  ha& 
"  been  written  by  others  on  the  fubjeft,  wq 
*'  hazard  not  to  aflert,  that  the  Bankfide  was 
•*  in  a  great  me^fure  gardens,  orchyards,  an4 
**  in  general  aq  open,  but  cultivated,  fpot  (x)/*" 

Neverthelefs, 

(r)  Inquiry,  269. 

(i)  Concanen  and  Morgan's  Hiftary  and  Antiquitin  rfthti 
fari/hcf  St.  Saviour'sy  Southwark^  I795i  p.  191.   The  hil^ 
torians  of  the  place  might  have  appealed  to  tl^e  pariihtregi^ 
ters,  whPch  confiriii  the  truth  of  their  reprefentj^tion.    Tbejp^ 
might  have  relied  on  Norden's  map  of  London,;  I59l>  f^r 

T  3  ftipwing^ 
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Neverthelefs,  fays  the  public  accufer,  at  an  ear? 
lier  period  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  ground, 
nedr  where  the  Globe  ftood,  feems  fo  have  been 
almoji  all  occupied,  though  I  do  not  doubt, 
there  may  have  been. then  fpme  fipall  garden^ 
in  that  quarter  (/).  He  forgets,  that  in  1575, 
the  parifliioners  of  St,  Saviour's  had  a  park, 
from  which  they  agreed  to  fend  two  loads  of 
the  firft  cut  hay  to  the  Queen's  barns  ,at 
Greenwich  {u).  As  little  does  he  recoUedt, 
that  the  Bifhpp  of  Winchefter  had  a  park 
which,  after  the  rejioration^  was  formed  into, 
Redcrofs  - ftreet.  Queen -ftrect,  DukcTftrcet, 
Ewer-  ftreet ,  Worcefter-  ftrect,  and  •  Caftle- 
ilreet  {y\  And,  there  .is  a  ftrect,  near  the 
.  .  brewbGufi^ 

fliowing,  that  there  was  a  long  row  of  tenements  on  the 
Banijidf^  from  the  bridge,  with  gardens  behind  the  oi.  [And 
fee  5trype*s  LppdoPt  vpl.  ii»  p.  7.] 

(/)   Inquiry,  269. . 

•  («)  The  parifli-regifter,  12th  June  1575.  This  reglfter 
ihqws,  that  the  j^arifli-officers  had,  in*  thofc  times,  many 
tenements,  with  gardens  behind  them,  to  let,  along  the 
Bankfide. 

{v)  See  Tyler's  Antiq.  of  St.  Saviour's,  1765.  p.  50-51. 
And  fee  the  charter  of  Edward  6th.  to  the  corporation  of 
London,  dated  the  23d  April  1550,  in  Concanen  and  Mor- 
gan's Hlftory,  p.  8—21,  for  the  large  parcels  of  vacant 
ground,  within  that  parifh,  v;  hich  were  then  granted  to  the 

city. 
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irewbotifey  and  the  windmill,  which  is  called, 
to  this  day,  the  Park,  and  will,  from  this 
time,  be  remembered  with  the  Globe  thcatre^j 
ftiowing,  by  the  coincidence  of  the  name,  that 
the  Globe  was  probably  built  in,  or  clofe  to,  one 
of  the  parks  of  Elizabeth *5  reign.  After  this  full 
expofition,  the  public  accufer  exclaims,  with 
a  very  illogical  grace :  **  till  fach  an  ancient 
**  building  as  the  Globe  theatre  by  Black-friars 
^*  fhall  be  proved  to  have  exifted  in  the  relgh 
"  of  James  the  firft,  together  with  fix  acres  and 

city.  In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  buildings  within  three  ikiiies 
of  London,  we  o^ught  to  sidvert  to  the  various  ob(lru6lipns, 
which  the  law  oppofed  to  /lew  erc<Slions.  For  this  end; 
Queen  ^Elizabeth  iffued  a  proclamation  againft  new  eredlibns, 
in  1580.  [Ander.  Com.  vol.  i.  p.  421.]  In  1593,  was  pafled 
the  ftatute  of  the  35th  £liz.  ch.  6,  prohibiting  new  building* 
within  three  miles  of  the  city  gates  ;  and  profecutions  wer^ 
inftituted  in  the  .ftar>chamber  againft  the  offenders.  In 
1602,  Elizabeth  enforced  this  laW,  by  afreih  proclamation. 
[Rym.  Feed.  torn,  xv'u  p.  448.]  .  Puttenham,  in  His  Jrte  of 
Englijh  Pcejie^  1589,  p.  2 16,  when  illuftrating  the  &ult  of 
4iverlaboury  gives  the  following  paflage  from  one  of  our  late 
makers^  whofe  intent  was,  to  declare,  bow  upon  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  he  croffed  the  river  of  Thames,  to  walk  in 
St.  George's  field: 

"  The  tenth  of  March  when  Aries  received 
*'  Dan  Phopbus'  raies  into  his  horned  head  \ 
"  And  I  xnyfelfe  by  learned  lore  perceived, 
■*'  That  Ver  approcht  and  frofty  Winter  fled, 
"  I  croft  the  Thames  to  take  the  cheerefull  aire, 
^'  In  efi/tfoids,  the  weather  was  fo  fure."  • 

T  4  "an 
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*'  an  half  adjoining  to  it,  this  deed  muft  (hare 
'*  the  fame  fate  with  the  rcft('ze?):'*  That  is,  it 
muft  be  tortured,  in  the  bed  of  Procruftes. 

From  making  his  furvey,  on  the  Bankfide^ 
ivhich  furvey  is,  we  perceive,  contradicted  in 
its  outline,  by  hiftory,  and  record,  the  public 
jiccufer  proceeds  to  take  a  'view  of  Black- 
friars  {x).    "  There  were,  he  admits,  in  that 
*'  diftritt  fome  void  fpaces  certainly  :   but  in 
*•  general   on  the   eaft   fide  of  Fleet  ditch 
f*  (where  the  theatre  ftood)  was  ahnoft  wholly 
'*  occupied  by  houfcs."    I  pretend  not  to  af- 
certain,  witli  algebraical  accuracy,  the  cxaft 
quantity  of  vacant  ground,  which  was  ftill 
open  for  buildings,  in  i6io.     It  is  fufficientjy 
certain,  from  the  reprefentations  of  (^)  maps, 
and  the  notices  of  record,  that  there  were, 
even  in  the  Blackfriars,  confiderable  parcels 
of  vacant  ground,  which  might  have  been 
occupied,    either    by   the   gardener^    or   the 
builder  (2?). 

Having 

(ti^)  Im{tt|ry,  %10tJ.  (x)  lb.  2^9. 

{y)  See  Aggas's  map  of  London,  engraved,  in  17371 
by  Vertue,  for  the  Antiquary  Society  j  and  the  re-engraved 
map  of  London,  and  Weftminfter,  as  they  were  in  1563* 

(z)  In  the  council-regifter,  of  the  j8th  Augitft  161 8, 
there  may  be  fecn  ^  A  lift  of  buildings  and  new  foundations, 
,^  fincc  1615."    It  is  therein  iaid,  «  That  Edward  Allen 

*<  £fq^ 


Having  taken  this  view,  which  docs  not 
exhibit  much  refearch,  nor  enforce  ftrong 
eonvidion,  the  public  accufer  adverts  to  tie 
leafe.  He  finds  it  difficult  to  decide^  whether 
the  draughtfman  fhows  the  moft  ignorance; 
the  worfe  fpelling,  or  the  greateft  incongruity 
of  fidion,  with  the  hiftory,  and  manners  of 
the  time  {a).  Thefe  had  been  plaufible  ob* 
je<3:ion$,  if  he  could  have  fupported  them  by 
proof*  He  immediately  addp,  what  he  will^ 
doubtlefs,  prove  by  authority:  **  Even  the 
f'  draughtfman's  law  is  ^\\  falfe  {b).'*  I4 
piTopf  of  this  ppfition,  he  produces  fome  re^ 
dundant  exprcffions-  But,  li furplufage  would 
vacate  a  deed^  what  deed  could  be  defendefd  ? 
He  ftrengthens  his  pofition,  by  fuggefting, 
that  this  leafe  is  not  very  ikilfully' drawn, 
nor  its  folemnities  very  accurately  e^ecuted^ 
Yet,  it  may  be  pertinently  aflced,  whcthcf 
obfervation,  and  fad:,  warrant  this  objedtion  ? 
The  mod  experienced  J  judges  have  often  re-^ 

"  Efq'  dwelling  at  Dulwjch  [the  well  known  player,  and 
^  munificent  founder  of  Dulwich  college]  hath  built  fix 
^*  tenements  of  timber  upon  new  foundations,  within  two 
^  years  pafli^  in  Swan-alley,  near  the  Wardrobe.**  In 
16 1 8,  King  James  followed  die  example  of  Elizabeth,  in 
ifTuing  a  proclamation  againft  new  buildings.  [Rym.  Feed, 
torn,  xvii.  p.  117. J 

[a)  Inquiry,  271.  {b)  Id. 

marked. 
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marked,  that  forgeries  are  fure  to  be  precifely 
adjufted,  judicioully  drawn,  and  legally  exe* 
cuted.  In  faft,  there  is  no  falfe  law  in  the 
leafe,  if  we  except  fuperfluity  of  expreflion, 
iin/kilfulnefs  of  penmanHiip,  and  ignorance 
of  forms.  But,  at  laft,  it  will  be  found  not 
to  be  dcfedtive  in  legal  fclemnicies,  like  thofc 
affurances,  and  wills,  which  are  fometimes 
executed,  without  the  requifites,  that  pofitive 
Aatutcs  require. 

In  this  ^ftrain  of  juriiprudcntial  criticifm, 
the  public  accufer  remarks,  with  the  acute- 
nefs  of  Coke,  that  this  leafe  concludes,  with 
♦'  Anno  Dom.  ( 1 6 1  o)';  which  is  not  the  abre- 
**  viation  of  the  time,  but  cither  Anno  Dni., 
«  or  A.  Dni„  or  An.  Dni.(cV  Thus,  by 
(liowing  thefe  varieties,  iu  the  conclufion  of 
deeds,  he  tries  to  maintain  his  objection  to 
the  want  of  a,  fuppofed  uniformity,  according 
to  the  rial  pradice  of  the  time  ;  yet,  he  him- 
fclf  prov^$> .  by  inftancing  the  varieties,  that 
his  fuppofed  uniformity  did  not  in  fadt  exift  j 

(r)  Inquiry,  275  :  Had  helook:ed  Into  Weft's*5;witfid-' 
grapkic^  which  he  («>mctimes  qu6Ces,  he  would  have  feen 
An.  Do.  in  fe^^i.  53O;  Anno  xxiiii  Dew.  noftrae  reginas  Eli- 
zabeths; and  Anno  Dom,  1590,  in  feft.  653. — We  fee, 
fronfi  this  accurate  authority,  that  the  public  accufer  is  un- 
founded, in  his  anTumption  of  thefa(5li  and,  confequently, 
i«?  unwarranted,  in  the  confidence  of  his  conclviilon. 

V     as 
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as  u'c  have  fccn  in  the  Symbolet^i^hia  oT 
Weft.  But,  the  public  accufer  thinks  it  pru-r 
dent  to  jullify  his  peculiar  mode  of  criticifm, 
by  quoting  a  remark  of  Pope;  who,  whqn 
fpcaking  of  the  early  publifliers  of  Shak- 
fpeare's  jJramas,  obferveS|  th^t  their  French  is 
as  bad  as  their  Latin,  and  even  their  very  Welch 
isfalfe  {d).  Tht fal/e  Welch  of  Pope,  who  was, 
•  no  doubt,  as  profound  a  critic  in  the  Welch, 
as  he  was  in  the  Greek,  like  l\\t  falfe  law  of 
the  public  accufer,  is  more  eafily  ftated,  than 
fully  proved. 

.  He  is  now  about  to  difpatch  the  culprit, 
by  giving  him  the  death-blow ;  and  todifmifs 
the  fpciflators,  by  freeing  them  from  pain,  at 
the  fame  ftxoke.  ^^  Our  poet  at  length  leaves 
*^  the  fcrivener  in  the  lurch,  fays  (^)  he,  with 
^^  enigmatical  obfcurity,  by  fubfcribing  his 
*^  name  to  this  deed,  in  plain  and  legible 
**  charaders,  William  Shakfpeare ; '*  and  he 
might  have  added,  with  full  as  much  brU- 
liancy  of  wit,  and  cogency  of  proof,  as  our 
po^t  Jubfcribed  his  wilL  An  error  of  the  prefs 
is  finally  (y)  objected,  like  the  laft,  but  in- 
complete,  ftroke  of  the  executioner,  which 
leaves  the  head  adhering  to  the  body,  by  the 

{i)  Inquiry,  271.         {e)  lb.  276.         (/)  lb.  275. 

ikins 
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Ikin*    After  fuficring  the  torture  of  fiich  cri* 
ticifms  on   tho  kafe  to  Frafcr,    Shakfpearc 
might)  with  Coriolanus,  exclaim  : 
tt   1  ■■  ■   ■!       I       .L     ,.     Prefcfit  me 
^  Death  on  the  wheel,  or  at  wil4  borfe^  heels.^ 
**  Or  pile  teu  hills,  on  the'Tarpeian  rock, 
«  That  the  precipitation  tnight  down  ftretch' 
^  Below  the  beam  of  %hts  jtXy  will  I  ftill 
«  Be  thus  to  them.'* 

The  deed  of  truji  *7  John  Heoiynge  is,  it 
ieems^  *^  the  kft  legal  inftrament  prefented  to 
"  m/iXi  this  new  huTuqi^oGY J' — Were  we 
to  enquire  of  Johnfon  the  meaning  of  the 
"Word,  which  ieems  here  a  Uttle  mirplaced,  even 
when  taken  ironically,  be  would  anfwer;  a 
eqlle^kn,  of  Jlowers^  a  colle<ftipn  of  devotions  ia\ 
the  Greek  churcH  i  a  colk^on  oi  poems.  AH 
IbfiDer  dbfurdiUes  muft.  npw,  it  ieems,  yield  the 
palm  to  this  fuperior  abfurdity ;  The  thick-fct 
CMiffKt'i4n  darknefs  being  bright  funfliinet  he 
adds,  in  Wellrfupported  metaphor,  with  the  «y^j- 
fid  nonfenff  of  thi$  fabricatiqA  (^).  When  the 
.  .    •  .:.     ,    GimiTierian 

{g)  In^iuity,  276.  In  the  fubfequent  page,  we  have  the 
following  cl6ar,  and  confifteht'paflage:  Shakfpeare  is  de- 
ftribed-  m-  the  genuine  deed  <^  as  df  Stratford  upon  Avon, 
^*  from  tuhoKT.  I  am  inclined  to  beKeve  that  he  had  then  re- 
«*  tired  from  the  ftage.**  Johnfon  explodes  from  whence, 
as  a  vitioM  mcde  offpeich :  But,  had  the  imidiomatical  from 
been  forgotten,  the  infinnce  would  have  been  Ungramctiati- 

cally 
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Cimmerian  cloud  has  pafled  over  hicn^  the 
public  accufer  i^  left  in  bright  fundiinc  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Stratford  vn  Avon  is:  fufpicibuflj 
written  for  Stratford  upon  Avon ;  as  if  aw-^ 
formity  had  been  ftudied  in  the  childhood  of 
orthography  {b). 

But^  however  incredible  it  may  be,  that 
Shakfpeare  ihould  not  know^  how  to  fpell  ijbe 
name  of  his  birth-place,  the  public  accufer^ 
thinks  it  utterly  incredible^  that  he,  who  was  a 
hit  of^Ti  attorney,  who  had  a  coufin  an  attor- 
ney, who  had  a  friend  an  attorney,  ihould 
tranfmit  to  pofterity  fuch  a  malevolent  and 
unfounded  ftigma,  on  a  moft  ufeful  and  ho- 
nourable profeflion  (/).     The  public  accufer 

cally  drawn.  To  have  made  the  paffage  good  Englilhy  the 
(riric  ought  to  have  faid,  from  which  defcription^  "I  amin- 
**  dined  to  believe."  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  we  arc 
pow  upon  a,  chapter  of  vapid  non/enfe ;  which  might  be  ex- 
&ndedy  through  all  the  mazes  of  Cimmerian  darknefs^  to  a 
tooft  tirefomc  length. 

{h)  In  the  council-regifter  of  the'  tSth  of  Margh  i6i9^ 
the  birth-place  of  Shakfpeare  is  ^It  Stratford-up^Avony'^ 
Stratford^upon- Haven:  In  Speed's  map  of  WarwickflMire^ 
1610,  this  never-to-be-forgotten  town.  Is  cslUqA  Stretfitrd 
qpon  Juen  -,  and^^  it  is  fimply  called  Stretfsrd^  in  Saxto&'s 
map  of  1 576.  In  the  Index  to  Howe's  chronicle,  Mr.  Ma*- 
I99&  might  •  have  ieea  bis  Jufpitim  realised :  <<  Stratford  m 
^  Auon  burnt,  when,  ji^nd  howj.  1004^  i,  3^/* 

(/)  Inquiry,  280. 

fupports 
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fupports  his  poUtion  in  fais  ufual  manner; 
by  reafoning  againft  faft,  and  declaiming  againft 
argument.  Does,  then^  Shakfpcare  never  fcofF 
at  the  law,  and  lawyers  ?  '*  The  bloody  book 
**  of  law  you  (hall  yourfelf  read  in  the  bitter 
''  letter  {k)r 

Widi  all  this  knowledge  of  law,  and  law- 
yers, in  bis  mind>  Shakfpearc  thought  fit  td 
leave  bis  matters  in  none  of  their  hands,  but  to 

(i)  '*  Refolutioq  thus  fobb'd  as  it  is,  with  the  rufty  curb 
^  of  old  father  Anitcky  the  law}^ — Henry  6. 

«  The  ftatc  of  law  Is  bdnd  flave  to  the  Iaw.".i-Rich- 
ard  2. 

"  To  give  fear  to  ufe  and  liberty,  which  have  for  long 
•*  nin  by  the  hideous  Zn*;.*'— Meafure  for  Meafure. 

"  When  law  can  do  no  rights  let  it  4)e  lawful^  that  law 
«  bar  no  wr^^."— King  John. 

"  In  law  what  a  plea  fo  tainted  and  corrupt^  but  being 
"  feafon'd  with  a  gracious  voice,  obfcures  the  (how  of  evil.'' 
—Merchant  of  Venice. 

**  Do,  as  adverfaries  in  Zczw,  ftrive  mightily,  but  eat,  and 
**  drink,  as  friends." — Taming  of^  the  Shrew. 

"  The  firft  thing  we  do,  lets  kill  all  the  lawyers.'^— 
Henry  6. 

^  Crack  the  lawyer* s  voice,  that  he  may  never  more  falfe 
•«  title  plead.'* — ^Timon  of  Athens. 

"  It  is  like  the  breath  of  an  unfee'd  Am^^r.''— -Hamlet. 

**  0*cr  lawyer* $  fingers,  who  ftraight  dream  of  fees.*'— . 
Romeo  and  Juliet. 

«  Why  may  not  that  be  the  fcull  of  a  lawyer?  where  be 
«  his  quiddits  now.'^-^Romeo  and  Juliet. 

truft 
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truft  his  tried  friend  John  {/)  Hemynge;  a  cir^ 
cumftance  this,  which,  for  want  of  bet;ter  evi-* 
dence,  is  deemed  a  ftrong  proof  of  forgery* 
The  public  accufer  will  immediately  give  a 
clue,  to  enable  us  to  find  our  way  out  of  thia 
labyrinth  oi  folly  and  impofiure.  This  clue^ 
which  is  thus  to  condud  us  through  this  non^ 
fenfical  labyrinth,  confifts,  in  fuppofing  the 
very  point  to  be  proved.  *'  This  inftruraent 
"  was  made,"  he  fays,  "  with  a  view  at  the 
*'  fame  time  to  cover  and  give  fome  collateral 
"  ftrength  and  authenticity,  not  only  to  the 
'*  lock  of  hair,  love  letters,  and  pidufes  al- 
**  ready  noticed,  but  to  all  fuch  trumpery  of 
**  the  fame  kind  as  the  credulity  of  the  town 
"  at   any  future   period    might   digeft  {tn)y 

All 

[t)  It  is  a  curious  fa£^,  tnat  "John  Htmynge  was  appointed 
by  Auguftin  Phillips,  another  fellow  player,  one  of  the 
ovcrfecrs  of  his  will;  and  the  widow  having  married,  con- 
trary to  the  teftamentary  wifli  of  Phillips,  Hemynge  proved 
the  wi!l,  on  the  i6th  of  May  1607,  and  had  adminidration 
granted  to  him.  It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence,  that  he  is 
called  Hemynge  in  the  will.  [See  the  will,  and  the  probata 
which  was  fuppofed  not  to  exift,  in  the  prcrogattve  office. 
And  fee  a  copy  of  the  will  which  is  hereinafter  printed.]  It 
appears,  from  every  circumftance,  that  John  Hemynge  was 
altbgether  truft-worthys  being  an  active,  hurtling,  dilcreet, 
lioneft,  man. 

W)  Inquiry,  p.  283. — As  we  are  fiill  in  a  chapter  of  non^ 
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All  this,  it  is  eafy  to  fay,  even  in  terfer  Eng- 
K(h ;  but  is  not  fo  eafy  to  prove ;  as  his 
pains  is  forted  to  no  proof* 

•  Faffing  over  the  orthography,  which,  as  it 
had  no  uniformity,  can  furnifh  no  objeftion 
againft  its  uniformity,  the  public  accufer  goea 
on  to  confidcr  the  inftrumeht  itfelf*  This 
Was  called,  by  Shakfpeare,  a  deed  of  gifty  to 
be  executed  after  his  death  i  it  is  improperly 
called,  by  the  editor  of  the  Mifcellancous  Pa^ 

fsnfe'^  which,  however  tedious,  is  ufcful  for  its  examples,  it 
ni^y  be  proper  to  afk  the  meaning  of  fome  doubtful  paf-^ 
feges  1    "  ift,  Thefc  obfervatioiis  [which  were]  naturally 

•  fuggefted  by  Shakfpeare,  and  ftated  in  thi  edition  which  I 
^  bad  the  .honourto  prefent  to  the  public.'* — ^Edition  of 
what?  of  the  will}  or  of  the  works  of  Shakfpeare ?«—2dIy^ 
**  At  the  fame  time  to  cover  and  give  fome  collateral 
«  ftrength:**  To  cover  what?  To  cover  collateral  ftrength; 
to  cover  authenticity?  The  verb  has  here  no  fubjeft.— 3dly, 
«^  As  the  credulity  of  the  town  might  digeft:'* — Credulity 
digeft  trumpery  f  What  a  maw  credulity  muft  have  !  He 
probably  meant  to  iay ;  credulity  might  be  made  to  digeft  i 
or  might  be  able  to  digeft.  In  the  Inquiry,  p.  293,  we  have. 
it,  **as  well  as  many  others  prove"  [proves;]  in  p.  295,  we 
fee  "the  Blackfriars  and  Globe  theatre"  [theatres;]  in  p, 
196,  *<h*is  fomewhat  niggard  [niggardly]  of  bis  praife." 
This  chapter  on  the  deed  of  iruft  is  particularly  remarkable 
for  uncommon  fpecimens  of  fuch  CimmeriaH  phrafeology  i 
which  fumifli  additibnal  proofs  of  ±e  truth  of  that  well* 
known  axiom  : 

•*  Great  wits  (bmetimes  may  glorioufly  ofiend, 
*'  And  rife  to  faolts  true  critics  dare  nbt  mend:'' 

S  pcrs» 
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p-srs,  a  deed  of  trufti  and  it  is  denominated^ 
by  the  public  accufer,  with  his  greater  know- 
ledge of  law,  a  codicil:  Yet;  •*  this  CODI- 
*'  cih  to  ^n  tinmadi  will  furely  furpaffcs/' 
be  faysi  "  any  inftance  oF  fecond  fight  that 
"  ever  has  been  recorded  in  Scotland  («)." 
One  aflertion  may  be  answered  by  another; 
leaving  the  wit,  and  propriety,  of  both,  to  fu-' 
ture  confideration.  It  may  be  affirmed,  that 
this  remark  of  his  furpaffes  any  inftancc  of 
HALLVciMATioN,  which  has  ever  been  re- 
corded in  Ireland.  The  public  accufer  again 
opens  ontf  of  the  windows  of  his  mind>  for  a, 
moment.  We  difcovcr,  however,  from  this 
opening,  hid  law  opinion  to  be,  that  there 
cknnot  be  a  codicil  without  a  teflament.  On  , 
the  contrary,  I  maintain,  that  every  written 
declaration  of  any  perfon's  mind,  with  regard 
to  what  he  will  have  done  with  his  goods,  and 
chattels,  after  his  death,  without  appointing 
an  executor,  is  a  codicil:  For,  a  codicil  is  the 
fame  as  a  lad  will,  excepting  that  //  is  witbput^ 
an  executor^  Several  codicils,  any  fit  pcrfon 
may  make,  without  making  a  will:  Why 
(hould  I  quote  Swinburn  to  prove  what  evei*y 
fucking  lawyer  underftands  {0).     Nay,  a  /g^j- 

mentary 
(«)  Inquiry,  284. 

{9)   Swinburn  on  Witts,  part  i.  £  5«  anti  fee  <<' A  C$£til 

M  «  before 
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fn&ntary  fcbeduU.'wilhoatvntntSts^^  an  ex- 
ccator,  has  becQ  dcdared  to  be  a  will(/)* 
Now,  the  deed  of  Shakfpearc,  whether  it  be 
deemed  a  codicil,  <^  a  will,  if  he  had  not 
made  a  fubfequent  will^  had  operated  in  law, 
as  his  laft  will :  FoT«  letters  of  adminiftration 
would  have  been  granted  to  John  Hemynge, 
with  the  codicil,  or  will  {q)  annexed,  which  it 
would  have  been  his  duty  to  execute,  accord-* 
ing  to  the  intention  of  the  teftator. 

It  would  be  a  much  more  eafy  taflc,  for  the 
public  accafcr,  to  fix  forgery  on  the  laft  will 
of  Shakfpeare,  in  the  prerogative  office,  than 
on  the  codicil^  in  the  Mifcellaneous  Papers. 
Nothing  protects  the  lafl  will  of  Shakfpcare 
from  the  imputation  of  forgery,  but  the  place, 
wherein  it  is  preferved.      The   manner,   in 

^  before  the^rtiaking  of  a  Tdlament,"  in  Weft's  Symboleo* 
grdphie)  fe^  648 :  And  Weft  (ays  exprefily,  in  the  fubfe- 
quern  fe&toa  ^diat  codicils  may  be  made,  without  any  tefta* 
«  nient>  either  precedent,  or.  fubfequent."  Mr.  Malone, 
indeed,  adbit^  ^  that  this  is  a  ivill  rather  than  a  deed  of 
«  gift/'  [Inquiry,  286.]  Now,  if  Shakfpcare's  deed  of 
^ft,  be  a  codicil^  this  circiiioftaQce  will  ove|>riile  the  law, 
quoted  in  the  iame  page,  frgm  Blackftone,  as  applicable  to 
,a  contrary  which  muft  have  z/iifficient  cenJUtration  to  fup- 
port  it. 

{p)  2d  Lord  Raymond,  1282,  Powel  v.  Beresfoid. 

•  {q)   Lit.  168  i  Swinb.  on  WUIs,  ^.u  ft  5,  Br,  Tcfta- 

mcnfc  20. 

which 
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which  this  inftrumentis  executed,  is  extremely 
fufpicious:    The  moft  acute  obfcrvers  have 
doubted,  whether  the  three  fignatures  of  the 
tcftator,  be  all   of  Shakfpeare's  writing  j[r). 
The  laft  will  is   full  of  interlineations,  and 
blurs;  from  which  the  codicil  is  free.     At 
the  fxiaking  of  the  laft  will,  Shakfpeare  ha^  for- 
gotten his  wife,  till  he  was  put 'in  remem- 
brance by  the  byftanders,  that  he  had  a  wife, 
and  he  then  left  her  /ome  kind  of  bed  to  lie 
on  (/)  :  In  the  codicil,  he  is  aware,  that  he  has 
a  wife,  for  whom  he  provides  in  a  bujbandlih 
inanner :  And,  he  is  alfo  aware  how  wrong  it 
would  :be,  to  wring  a  widonvfrom  her  accufiomed 
right.  Whcp  making  his  laft  will,  he  had  near- 
ly forgotten  bis  fellows^  Hemynge,  Burbadge, 
and  Condel :  when  making  his  codicil,  he  re* 
collcded  all  his  fellows,  who  were  worthy  of 
remembrance  ;  while  making  his  laft  will,  he 
wa«  induced,  by  fome  monitor,  to  bequeath 
JJepiynge,  Burbadge,  and  Condel,  two  marks 
fipi^ce,  according  to  Mr.  Malone's  calculation^ 
io  buy  them  rings ;  but,  by  the  codicil,  he  be- 
4^^eaths  to  his  feveral  fellows,  what  was  more 

'  (r)  Malone's  Shakf.  1790.  vol.  i.  partL  p.  i^i:  Mr. 
M^ne  indeed  (ays,  miftaktngly,  that  the  name  at  the  top  of 
the  margin  of  the  firft  (heet  was  probably  wfittea  by  the 
fcrlvener,  who  drew  the  will. 

(#)  Inquiry^aSa. 

U2  congenial 
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congenial  for  a  poet  to  give,  and  players  ta 
receive,  his  dramas^  which  have  conferred  im- 
mortality on  them  all.  When  making  his 
codicil f  the  mifbehaviour  of  his  daughter  Jadith, 
whatever  it  had  been,  made  him  ntfgled  her : 
When  be  made  his  will,  he  feems  not  to  know, 
whether  (he  were  married,  or  not,  or  what  to 
give  her,  after  his  beft  recolle<flion*  His 
deare  daughter  Sufanna  Hall,  who  bad  alwaye 
demeaned  berfelfe  welU  the  teftator  made  his 
rcfiduary  legatee,,  in  both.  Yet,  the  public 
accufer,  after  all  his  elaboration,  does;  not  re* 
mark,  what  experienced  judges  have  often 
obfcrvcd,  i)\2,t  fraud  generally  adjufts  circum-^ 
fiances  with  more  prccifion,  than  trutb^  which, 
as  it  has  nothing  to  conceal,  is  never  circum- 
fpeA  about  incidents. 

He  declares,  however,  that  Shakfpeare's 
legacy  to  his  dear  daughter,  wbo  bad  always 
bebaved  berfelf  well,  would  have  been  void, 
for  its  uncertainty,  according  to  a  maxim  of 
Lord  Verulam  :  But  his  lordfhip  has  another 
maxim,  which  might  have  been  quoted,  for 
cfFcftuating  the  will  of  the  donor :  that,  "  in 
*'  contemplation  of  law,  every  thing  is  cer- 
^*  tain,  that  may  be  reduced  to  a  certainty/' 
I  will  not  difpute  Lord  Verulam's  maxim, 
that  an  ambiguiQr,  in  a  deed,  cannot  be  holpeh, 

by 
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by  an  averment.  Like  other  maxims,  this  is  true 
in  the  general,  but  is  not  juft,  in  the  particular 
application :    It  may  be  true,  when  applied  to^ 
a  deed ;  but  it  is  not  juft,  when  applied  to  a* 
will :  For,  it  was  determined  in  Lord  Cheney's 
cafe  that,  for  explaining  the  doubtful  words  of 
a  will,  a  parol  averment  may  be  admitted,  to 
ascertain  the  perfon,  who  v^as  intended,  but 
not  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  cftate,  which 
was   devifed  (/).      It   would  not,  therefore, 
have  required  *^  fome  CEdipus  to  inform  us," 
which  of  Shakfpeare's  daughters,  Sufanna,  or 
Judith,  had  always  demeaned  berfelje  well. 

Yet,  the  public  accufer,  when  he  fails  in 
overpowering  Shakfpearc's  codicil,  by  his  law 
maxims,  is  determined  to  raife  fufpicions  of  its 
genuinenefs,  by  a  charge  againft  it  of  novelty. 
For  the  odd  fums  given,  fuch  as  twenty  fe-ven 
pounds,  no  probable  reafon  can  be  affigned ; 
all  gifts  and  legacies,  being  ufually  even  funis, 
fuch  as  twenty  fix  pounds  fix  fhillings  and 
eight  pence  [ti).  But,  Shakfpeare  has  himfelf 
affigned  a  probable  reafon  :  "  They  fay  there  is 
"  divinity  in  odd  numbers  cither  on  nativity, 
*^  chance,  or  death/'  Who  has  ever  befpre 
pretended  to  calculate  the  cifefts  of  capri(:e^  in 
making  gifts  ?     Can  any  probable  reafon  be 

(f)  5.  Rep.  68.  {»)  Inquiry,  2S5. 

U  3  affigned. 


3^  Jk  APOLOGY    [Ths  MisCBbLA        w 

affigned,  why  our  inquirer  has  xleparted  from 
the  rules  of  logic  \  by  begging  the  queftion^ 
which  he  ought  to  prove  j  by  fhifting  from 
himfelf  to  his  opponents  the  labour  of  re- 
fearch,  though  it  lay  upon  him  to  prove  what 
rfiey  may,  rightfully,  deny.  If  he  had  faid„ 
that  all  gifts,  and  all  legacies  are  always  given 
in  even  fums,  I  would  have  fliown  by  exam-* 
pies,  "  at  this  odd,  even,  and  dull,  watch  of 
-'\  **  the  night,"  that  they  were  often  conferred 

\  by  defign,  or  chance,  without  thcfe  odd  fuma 

:'%  being  confidered,  "as  manifeft  denotations  of 

**  fidion   [v).''     Such   objeftions,  and   fuch 

(v)  The  gifts  to  Shanlce,  and  Rice,  two  low  players,  are 
chiefly  obfervable,  for  the  abfurd  fums  allotted  theoi,  to  one 
37  fliillings  in  money,  and  i8  (hillings  to  buy  a  ring ;  and  39 
{hillings  to  another.  **  No  number  of  nobles  or  marks  will 
**  make  any  [one]  of  thefe  fums.'*  [Inquiry,  297-8.  J  In  the 
^  wills  of  Heminge,  Cunde),  and  Underhill,  which  have  beci^ 

publiihed  by  Mr.  Malone  [Shakf.  1790,  vol.  i.  part  ii,  p. 
191  — 199—212.]  there  is  no  allufion  to  nobles  or  marks. 
Heminge  bequeathed  five  pounds ;  Cundel  bequeathed  five 
pounds:  And,  Underbill  wasfii  abfurd^  as  to  bequeath  eleven 
ihfllings  apiece,  to  each  of  bis  executors,  to  buy  them  rings. 
Why  would  not  Mr.  Malone  read  the  will  of  Underbill, 
which  would  have  warned  him,  as  a  beacon,  againft  running 
his  critical  bark  aflioreupon  the  (hoals  of  odd  fums.  Au- 
guftine  Phillips  bequeathed  an  odd  thirty  Jhilling  piece  in 
gould  to  Shakfpeare :  But,  as  Mr.  Malone  could  not  dif- 
cover  this  interefting  will  of  Phillips,  he  could  not  calculate 
whether  a  thirty  {hilling  piece  be  an  M^fitmy  or  not. 

reafonings, 
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reaibnitigs^  might  tempt  the  believer$  to  ex-* 
claim  with  tfae^moroie  Swift  : 

^  But^  mtn  we  find  iho  only  creature, 
«  Who,  led  by  folly,  combats  nature ; 
^*  Who,  when  fhe  loudly  cries,  Forhtary 
^  With  obftinacy  fixes  there  ^ 
^  And,  when  his  genids  leaft  inclines, 
^  Jbfurdly  bends  his  whole  defigns." 

The  public  accufer  proceeds  obftinately. 
from  his  confiderations  about  the  bequefls  of 
odd  fums»  in  bis  accullomed  ftrain  of  ajfump^ 
tion,  though  nature  loudly  cries^  Forbear^  to  a 
minute  examination  of  the  particular  legacies, 
Shaldpeare's  bequefl  to  his  deare  daughter  is 
not  more  unlucky,  it  feems,  than  the  dona- 
tion to  ^^  the  wittye  Maftirr  Armyne  {yo)'' 
Had  the  donor  called  the  player  gamefom^ 
Mafter  Armin,  there  would  have  been  no  ob- 
jedlbn.  But,  affuming  what  he  ought  to 
prove,  the  public  accufer  fays,  "that  they^- 
"  bricator^  has  ftumblcd  on  a  word  [wittye] 
*'  that  bore  no  fuch  meaning  as  was  here  in- 
"  tended  to  be  affixed  to  it  {x)'*  Of  this  in- 
aufpicious  word  wittye^  he  appears  not  yet  to 
have  had  enough.  He  thus  (hows,  by  his 
own  declaration,  that  he  had  never  feen  "  ilff- 
"  tiacmi,  which  was  printed,  in  1595,  Ji  plea- 
^*  iant  and  fine  conceited  comoedie^  taken  out  of 

(w)  Inquiry,  297.  (*}  Inquiry,  297. 

U4  ''  the 
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**  the  moil  excellent  wittie  poet  Pj- a  u^ 
«  Tus(^)  :"  Nor,  had  he  ever  perdfed  Har^ 
rington's  Epigrams ;  which,  as  they  arc  wittie 
thcmfelves,  ftudioufly  fpes^k  of  other  wittie 
fayings  {z).  In  a  fimilar  ftrain  of  ;^rguaienta*- 
tion,  does  he  prove,  "  that  the  various  dona- 
♦*  tions  to  the  feveral  a<ftors  named  are' as  ab-. 
"  furd,  capricious,  and  incongruous,  as  thofc 
^  to  his  wife,  and  daughter :" — Continually 
proving  things  doubtful,  by  things  as  doubt- 
ful ;  without  troubling  himfelf  much  about 
the  accuracy  of  his  premiles,  or  caring  greatlv 
about  the  juftnefs  of  his  conclulion, 

(>*j  It  was  reprinted  with  five  other  old  plays,  on  which 
Shakfpcare  founded  his  Me^fure  for  Mcafure;  Qomcdy  of 
Krrors ;  Taming  of  the  Shrew ;  King  John  ;  King  Henry 
VI.  and  Henry  V;  and  King  Learj  by  Nichols,  in  1779^ 
This  -quotation  anfwers  at  once  two  obje^ions  j  to  exceUent^ 
as  applied  to  writings  j  and  to  xvlttie^  inth?  fenfe  of  fmart-** 
ne&. 

(z)  Harrington's  Epigraips,  161  J,  veherein.  a  diligent 
leader  migl^t  havp  feen  a  witty  fpeech  of  Heywood,  the  epi- 
grammatift  to  Queen  Mary;  a a//Vfy  anfwcr  of  Bifhop  Bon- 
ner; a  witty,  choice  of  a  country  fellow ;  a  witty  writer  of 
this  time.  Tl^e  qbjedtor  is  no%  more  lucl^y  in  his  obferva* 
tion  on  Hemynge^s  hqmur ;  «  a  phrafe  whi^h  the  febricaior 
«  forefaw  would  come  into  ufe  after  his  death**  [Inquiry,  p. 
30 1 .  ]  But  is  the  affumption  true  i  There  is  not,  certainly, 
a  word,  in  the  dramas  of  Shakfpeare,  that  is  introduced,  in  a 
greater  variety  of  phrafes,  than  honour^  which,  we  may  iky, 
with  ftofyeroy  <^cannot  be  meafured  orconfined,^ 

Yet, 
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Yet»  is  he  about  to  bring  forward  an  ob^ 
je£tioD»  whkh  will  nullify  Shakfpearc's  tefta^ 
mentary  deed,  by  the  decifive  ftroke  of  aQ 
apparent  anachronifm*  The  liberality  of  our 
poet,  fays  [a)  he,  *^  fends>  three  pounds  and 
**  a  gold  ring  after  his  good  Kempe^  who  4;^^ 
^*  pears  to  have  been  tbeti  dead,"  We  are 
ultimately  referred,  for  proof  of  the  faSl^  to 
the  Guls  Home- book,  which,  when  pub-» 
liflied,  in  1609,  fays;  "  Tufh,  tufli, Tarieton, 
"  KempCy  nor  Singer,  nor  all  the  litter  of  fools, 
"that  now  come  drawling  behind  them, 
**  never  played  the  clownes  part  more  natu^ 
**  rally,  than  the  arrjinteft  fot  of  you  alL'^ 
The  Guls  Horne-book,  we  fee,  was  obvioufly 
written  in  the  ftyle  of  fatirc,  rather  than  the 
langiiage  of  fcrioufnefs;  to  gull  thofe  critics, 
who  believe,  without  reafon,  and  doubt,  with- 
out a  caufe.  But,  did  not  Lord  Bacon,  in 
1618,  fpeaJ^  of  Allen,  that  ivas  the  adtor; 
although  Ned  had  only  retired  from  the  ftage, 
and  lived  to  endow  Dulwich  college  ?  May 
not  Kcmpe,  in  the  fame  manner,  have  only 
retired  from  the  fcene,  before  the  year  1609, 
and  haye  probably  lived  to  enjoy  Shakfpeare's 

{a)  Inquiry,  297,  which  refers  us  to  Shakf.  1790,  vol.  i. 
|Wt  lit  p.  197. 

legacy  ? 
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legacy?  Mr.Malone  i«  fci^tialiy  (^)  pofitive, 
lJi«t  Thomai  Pope,  who  alfo  performed  the 
^t  6f  a  clown,  died  hfcf^,  the  year  1600; 
ttA  for  this  ajferlimy  he  quotjBS  another  Gub 
^hrne^hdoky  Hey  wood's  Apobgy  for  ASiors  : 
Yet^  have  I  found,  in  the  prerogative-ofike* 
;fik  will  of  Pope,  the  player,  which  was  made 
\^  bim,  in  1603,  when^^  the  t^ftator  affirmed^ 
bfc  Was  of  dij^ofing  mind ;  an  evidence  of 
thinking,  which,  our  Cartefian  muft  allow» 
is  the  very  definition  of  entity.  It  is  not, 
then,  apparent,  that  Kempe  was  dead,  ii^ 
1609.  And  every  one,  who  is  accuftomed  to 
weigh  circtnnftances,  in  the  fcale  of  proba- 
bility, will  rather  prefiime,  in  favour  of  life, 
that  Kempe  was  probably  living,  and  was 
legally  capable  to  we^  Shakfpeare's  ring,  in 
6pcn  contempt  of  the  Guls  Home-book^ 

The  public  accufcr  is  not  only  determined 
to  fend  Kempe  to  an  untimely  grave,  but  is 
refolvcd,  by  reviving  an  exploded  queftion, 
to  deprive  Shakfpeare  of  his  copy^right  in  his 
lievfer-dying  dramas.  •*  At  that  time,  he  fays, 
^  m  notion  of  literary  property  was  enter tained^ 
*•  tmlcfs  where  a  particular  licence  to  print 
*'  certain  books  by  the  crown/*  Yet,  contrary 

(^)  Shakf.  I79P9  vol  i.  part  ii.  p.  1^. ' 

to 
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to  loofe  alTertion^    the  reglfters  of  the  $ta«* 
tioners'  company  prove,  that  notions  were  even 
then  entertained  of  literary  property.  In  1 559, 
there  are  entries  of  fines,  for  invading  cofy-- 
right:     In  1573^  other  entries  mention  the 
Jale  of  copies^  with  the  prices.     In  1 582,  the 
entries  are  flill  more  remarkable  i  as  fome  of 
them  are  made  with  a  provifo,  that  if  it  be 
found  any  other  has  a  right  to  particular  copies^ 
then  the  licence  for  the  copies  fo  belonging  to 
smother  Jhall  be  void.    This  proviib,  as  it  in- 
dicates a  notion  of  copy^right  antecedent  to  the 
licencey  is  a  com  pleat  anfwer  to  the  queftion  {c). 
**  Shakfpeare,  therefore,  well  knew,  it  is  faid, 
<*  that  he  had  no  title  to  any  of  his  plays  then 
**  in  the  hands  of  his  aflbciates  (d).''    Yet, 
his  aflbciates   pofitively  declared,  when  they 
Unt  his  dramas  into  the  world,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  publish  {e)  them,  though  the  adtors, 

to 

(f)  See  Hargravc's  Argument  in  Defence  of  Literary 
Property,  p.  42-3. 

{d)  Inquiry,  ago. 

[e)  See  the  player's  preface  \  and  fee  the  entries  on  the 
1 8th  of  January  i6or,  of  the  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor, 
cjftgned  by  John  Bufby  to  Arthur  Johnfon ;  of  King  Johd, 
by  ajftgnrmnt  from  Stafford,  on  the  6th  of  May  1605 ;  of 
Shakfpeare's  comedyes  and  tragedyes,  fo  many  of  the  faid 
$ofie$  as  inert  not  enUred  to  otbir  nun^  on  the  Stb  of  No- 
vember 
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to  wKom  they  were  afligned  for  the  fpecial 
pnrpdfe,  may  have  had  the  privilege  of  prc- 
feriting  them  on  the  .ftage.  The  right,  then, 
of  Shakfpcare  to  difpofc  of  his  own  dramas, 
\TZS,  m  thofe  times,  indubitable,  thongh  un- 
dier  certain  modifications,  as  to  thofe  plays, 
which  he  miay  have  already  difpofed  of  to  the 
pbycr^,  or  the  printers  (/). 

'  Yet,  the  public  accufer  afks  many  queftions, 
with  regard  to  Shakfpeare's  gifts,  to  which 
he  knows  not  what  anfwer  will  be  given  {g)^ 
Wliy  did  none  of  the  aftors  avail  themfclves 
of  thofe  valuable  gifts,  on  the  death  of  Shak- 
fpcare ?  Why  did  not  Burbadge,  and  his 
feHows,  print  the  Tempeft,  and  the  other 
dramas,  which  had  been  fo  long  withheld  ? 
Why  did  not  fome  of  the  a<5ors  inftitute  a 
fait  againft  Keminge  to  compel  a  fpecifick 
cxccutic^n  of  the  tpuft  ?  Why  did  not  Mrs. 
Shakfpeare  receive  her  own  letters,  rings, 
juid  other  gewgaws  ?    "  To  fay  ay,  and  no, 

wmber  1623 :  And  on  the  ajd  June  1632,  flxteen  of  thofe 
plays,  W€re  affigned  by  Edward  Blounc  to  Edward  Allots 
who  was  one  of  the  publlflicrs  of  the  fecond  folio  edition  of 
gbakfpearc^s  dramas.  [Mai.  Shakf.  voL  i.  p.  255-256- 
?S9-26o.] 

(/)  See  Profefibr  Chriftian*s  argumeat,  in  Bl9ck.  Corp. 
tof.  U*  p.  407, 

{g)  Inquiry,  3Q2. 

'^  to 
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**  to  thefe  particulars,  is  more  thaa  to  anfwcr 
*'  in  a  catechifm/'  One  anfwcr  may,  however, . 
be  given  to  a  chouiand  fuch  quedions.  The 
deed  of  truft  being,  in  contemplation  of  law, 
a  mere  codicil,  was  compleatly  revoked,  by. 
the  publication  of  Shakfpcare*s  Uft  will  j 
whereby  a  different  difpofition  of  his  property 
was  made,  and  a  new  truft  created,  which 
was  executed  under  a  competent  jurifdiiition. 
There  arc,  moreover,  othet  queftions,  with 
regard  to  Shakfpcare's  affairs,  which  the  pub- 
lic accufer  afks,  when  puzzled  in  mazes  ;  yet 
cannot  anfwcr,  when  perplexed  nvith  error. 
He  cannot  tell,  why  John  Hemings  was  made 
a  truftee  by  Shakfpeare,  when  he  purchafed 
his  eftate  in  Blackfriars  ?  Why  did  He- 
mings,  by  a  deed,  dated  the  loth  of  February 
1617-18,  convey  that  eftate  to  the  ufes,  de- 
clared by  Shakfpeare's'will  ?  Would  not  the 
eftate  have  defcended,  as  the  will  directed, 
without  the  help  of  Hemings  (^).  Thus  eafy 
is  it  to  afk  more  queftions  in  a  minute,  than 
can  be  anfwered  in  a  day.  fiut,  a  little  learn* 
ing  is  a  dangerous  thing;  as  we  all  know: 
And,  a  little  law-teaming  is  a  ftill  more  dan- 
gerous thing;    as  this  difquiiition  on  Shak- 

{h)  Inquiry,  303-4. 

ipeare'a 
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fpcare*s  deed  of  truft  evinces.  Yet,  thofe 
dangers  might  have  .been  avoided  by  the  pub- 
lic accufer,  had  difcretion  warned  felf-fuf-* 
ficicncy  of  the  gulf,  vrbich  fepara tes  igno- 
rance from  knowledge : — 

*'  Be.  fure  yourfelf  and  ypur  own  reach  to  krtow^ 
"  How  far  your  geiuus,  tafte,.  and  karning  go} 
"  Lanch  not  beyond  j^our  depth,  but  betdiTcreet, 
*'  And  mark  that  point,  where  fenfe  and  dulJnefs  meet* 

After  this  indulgent  hearing,  nothing  re- 
mains for  me,  but  to  fubmit  to  this  court  my 
forepafi  proofs y  houe'er  the  matter  fall,  as  the 
Beft  apology  for  the  believers,  on  this  mifcel- 
laneous  head  of  the  Inquiry*  The  general  ar- 
gument, which  is  too  folid  to  be  overturned, 
ty  general  reafonings,  the  public  accufer  un- 
dertook to  confute,  by  particular  inveftigations. 
He  has  offered  his  objedtions,  which,  in  my 
turn,  I  have  fully  examined.  Prefumptions  fo 
equally  weigh  againft  prefumptions,  as  *'  to 
**  poife  the  caufe  in  juftice*  equal  fcales,  whofe 
**  beam  ftinds  fure/'  It  is  for  the  equity  of 
'this  court,  'while  thus,  doubts  Jiand  even,  to 
decide  either  in  favour  of  innocent  belkf  or 
in  condemnation  of  zcox^vag  fcepticifm. 


§  VII. 
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§  VIL 

THE  LEARE;  and  HAMBLETTE, 

The  public  accufer  at  length  proceeds  from 
"  the  farrago  of  papers  and  deeds  *'  to  Lear^ 
and  Hamblet  {a).  *'  Three  words  on  this  fub- 
*'  jea  will  fufBce,"  he  fays  {b).  «  Had  the 
^^  fabricator  of  this  piece  [thefe  pieces,  Learc, 
**  and  Hamblet,]  been  content  to  exhibit  it 
*'  as  a  play-houfe  copy,  it  had  bten  a  curio-s 
**  fity,  but  he  has  ventured  to  write  in  the 
**  firft  page — **  Tragedyeof  Kynge  Leare  iflc 
"  fromme  Mafterre  Hollinnefhedde  I  have 
**  inne  fomme  lyttle  deparretedde  from  hymmc 
♦*  butte  thatte  libbertye  will  notte  I  truft 
*'  be  blamedde  bye  mye  gentle  Rcaderres  " 
'*  Vr.  ShakfpeaTe.''— **  If  it  is  [be]  not  of 
'*  Shakfpeare's  own  hand,  it  is  nothing  (c)." 
In  this  opening  paragraph,  we  have  (bme  ad- 
mirable fpecimens  of  tbofe  faults^  which  great 
wits  may  glorioujly  commit ;  and  which  trut  * 
critics  dare  not  mend. 

But,  the  public  accufer  will,  doubtlefs,  be 
more  fortunate  in  his  matter^  than  he  has 
been  happy  in  his  manner.  By  fpeaking  de- 
cifivcly  of  the  fabricator  of  thofe  pieces,  in 

{a)  Inquiry,  304.  (h)  Id.  (c)  lb.  Z^VS- 

a  the 
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the  outfet,  he  tzkcfi  for  granted  the  very  pointy 
which  he  undertook  to  prove.  Like  a  great 
wif^  he  overleaps  thd  vulgar  bounds  of  logic^ 
and,  without  pajing  through  the  judgment^  at 
once  comes  at  his  end.  He,  however,  does 
nuke  fome  objeftions,  which  he  thinks  de- 
cifive  proofs  of  undoubted  forgery*  The^ 
fabricator  apologizes  "  for  the  liberty  he  has 
^  taken  irt  departing  fron>  the  hiftorian ;  a 
••  wcurd  not  ufed  in  that  fenfe  till  long  after 
*•  his  death*  The  term  of  his  age  (here  re- 
"  quired)  was  licenfe  {d).**  We  have  now 
another  fubftitution  of  mere  averment,  for 
promifed  evidence.  If  we  look,  however, 
into  Cooper's  T!befaurusy  1573,  we  (hall  find 
Hbfrtas ;  liberty^  in  a  good  fenfe  {  ticentta ;  //- 
cence,  or  immoderate  liberty,  in  a  bad  fenfe. 
Now  J  what  does  Jacques  afk  for  ? 

(c  .  I  muft  have  liberty 

*'  Withal,  as  large  a  charter  as  the  wind, 

**  'Yo  blow  on  whom  I  pleafe ;  for  fo  fools  have. 

Jacques  does  not,  then,  afk  for  liberty^  to  do 

what  is  fit ;   but  for  licence^  to  do  what  he 

pleafes  :    And,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  the  Duke, 

(i)  Inquiry,  309,  The  more  curious  reader  will  pleafe 
to  obferve,  that  I  have  printed,  and  pointed,  the  above  quo- 
tation, exaAly  as  it  is  in  the  Inquiry  ^  that  the  reader  may 
iairly  judge  of  tbe  great  wit's  matter,  as  well  as  his 
manner. 

ia 
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in  Meafurefor  Meafiirei  defcribis^  a  ^k^  ci: 
axutrcby,  fays : 

«  Audi  liberty  plucks  juftUi  by  the  nofi^; 
^<  The  baby  beats  the  nurfe  \  and  quite  athwart 
•^  Goes  all  decorum." 
Now;    does  liberty^  in  a  good  fenfe,  pluck 
ju/fice  by  the  nofe  5  or,  is  it  the  licence^  with 
which  the  baby  beats  the  nurfe  ?    Nor,  can 
there  be  a  more  anarchial  flate  of  indecorum  ; 
except  when  the  critical  baby  beats  the  poeii^ 
eal  nurfe^  which  has  foftered  him-  for  thirty 
years ;  becauie  ihe  will  not  blow  on  whom  be 
pkajes. 

But,  the  public  accufer  is  now  determined 
to  fhow  by  a  fingle  glance,  that  it  [Leare] 
**  is  a  plain  and  palpaWc  f^gery  {ey  **  To 
"  prove  this  dccifively,  he  (/ )  fays,  it  is  only 
^  neccflary  to  quote  a  fingle  paflage  from  it/* 
After  avowing, 'that  he  has  not  collated  any 
part  of  this  tragedy e^  except  one  fpcech  ;  after 
diking,  whether  Shakfpeare  knew  verfe  from 
profe,  or  fenfe  from  nonfenfe ;  he  produces 
from  the  firfl:  a<5t,  and  fourth  fcene,  a  fpeech 
of  poor  diilraded  Lear>  which,  in  its  amended 
ftate,  is  fufiicient  to  Jhake  our  manhood  i  and 
which,  as  it  was  firft  publifhed,  is  one  of 
the  moft  corrupted  paflages  in  the  dramas 

(i)  Inquiry,  305.  (/)  I4. 

X  of 
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of  Shakfpearc  {g).  Scarcely  any  fcenc  has 
given  rife  to  more  controverfy,  among  the 
commentators,  about  the  true  reading,  and 
genuine  fenfe.    The  queftion  has  never  bcen^ 

(g)   I  g'»ve  this  never-to-be-forgotten  paflagc  from  the 
4to  edition  of  1608,  as  it  was  rcpubliflied,  in  1766: 
**  Lear : — What,  fifty  of  my  followers  at  a  dap,  within 

a  fortnight  i 

«  Duke: — What  is  the  matter  Sir? 

^  Lear  : — He  tell  thee,  life  and  death  !    I  am  alham'd 

*^  that  thou  haft  power  to  (hake  my  manhood 

«  thus,  that  thefe  hot  teares  that  breake  from  mc 

<^  perforce,  (hould  make  the  worft  blafts  and  fogs 

«  vponthevntender  wcundings ^a/atber*s cuxk^ 

'^  perufe  fenfe  about  the  oldc  fond  cies,  beweep 

"  this  caufe  againc,  ile  plucke  you  out,  and  you 

«<  caft  with  the  waters  that  you  make  to  temper 

«  day." 

Sudi  is  Lear's  fpeech,  in  the  firft  quarta    Yet,  the  public 

accufer  thinks  it  is  much  more  probable,  that  thofe  very  rare 

editions  [the  early  quartos]  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the 

fabricator.  [Inquiry,  308.]    True  it  is,  however,  as  a  thou- 

fand  witndTes  can  teftify,  that  the  editor  of  the  Mifallan^ous 

Papin  was  pofieft  of  the  quarto  edition  of  Lear^  1608  : 

And,  from  this  faft,  a  public  accufer,  who  had  been  more 

ready  wifh  real,  than  groundlcfs,  objeftions,  might  better 

havt  firmed  his  uftSy  both  in  purfe^  and  perfon.     He  thinks 

%\\z  fecvid  JilSd  was  very  german  to  tb^  matter  in  hand,  and 

ivas  very  properly  chofcn  for  the  ba(is  of  a  new  fidion* 

[lb.  30S.]     Tlie  only  difference,  however,  between  the 

lafis  and  the  fuperjlm^ure^  is,  tliat  the  firft  is  in  w^/r/,  the 

(econd  in  profe :    a  difference  this,  which  his  prejudices 

againft  both  did  no:  allow  him  to  diftliiguifh. 

till 
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till  now,  whether  Shakfpeare  knew  vcrfe  from 
profe,  or  fenfe  from  nonfcnfc  : — But,  the  dif- 
ficulty has  ever  been,  with  the  moft  learned, 
and  the  moft  acute,  to  difcover,  amidft  fo 
xAuch  uncertainty,  what  he  really  wrote.  The 
flaycr-^editors  profefled,  indeed,  to  give  our 
poet's  comedies^  hijloriesy  and  tragedies^  *'  ab- 
*'  folute  in  their  numbers  as  he  conceived 
^  them."  Yet,  when  they  efcaped  the  players, 
the  works  of  Shakfpeare,  fays  Warburton, 
did  not  fall  into  better  hands,  when  they  came 
amongft  printers,  and  bookfellers  :  The  ftub^ 
born  nonfenfey  with  which  the  poet  was  in- 
crufted,  occafiofted  his  lying  long  neglefted 
amongft  the  common  lumber  of  the  ftage  {h). 
From  the  days  of  Rowe,  it  has  been  the  con- 
tinual endeavour  of  genius  and  diligence,  of 
folid  fenfe  and  adlive  intelligence,  of  the 
acuteft  intelled:  and  the  profoundeft  learning, 
to  remove  the  incruftations  of  nonfenfe,  and 
to  clear  our  author  from  the  lumber  of 
the  ftage. 

If,  then,  the  finding  oi nonfenfe ^  in  the  dramas 
of  our  immortal  poet  would  throw  a  fufpicion 
upon  their  genuinenefs,  which  of  them  would 
be  free  from  the  charge  of  fpurioufncfs  ?  If  a 
qucftion  had  arifen,  in  1609,  whether  The 

[b)    Warburton's  Prcfecc, 

X  2  Cbronick 
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Chrmkle  H^ory  of  the  life  and  death  of.  King 
Lear  and  bit  three  daughten^  were  the  ge- 
nuine work  of  Shakfpeare^  it  would  hare  beeix 
a  fiianifeft  prodF  of  forgery,  according  to  th^ 
logical  canon  of  the  public  accuier,  to  have 
quoted  the  beforcf  mentioned  fpeech,  noit^ 
fenfical,  and  unmetricaU  as  it  is  undoubtedly* 
The  argument),  thenn  which  was  to  be  deci{ive> 
appears  now  to  decide  nothing.  But,  he  has 
ftiU  more  of  the  fame  decifiv^  arguments  to 
produce^  ^^  As  the  whole  of  this  play  i»  in 
^^  the  hand^writingt  alligned  to  Shakfpearew 
'*  and  as  rf  «  maHffeJi  that  it  cannot  be  gentdnep 
^^  it  follows  nece(&rily»  that  it  is  an  abfdute^ 
"  forgery  i"  as  if  the  hand-writing  of  Shak- 
fpeare  were  indifpatably  afcertained  ;  as  if 
Shakfpeare,  like  other  poets,  did  not  fome* 
times  write  (/)  feebly  :  as  if  fophiftry  were 
german  to  the  matter  of  argument.  Here,  he 
again  fails^  unlefs  ajumption^  and  proof\  be 
the  fame. 

From  fuch  reafonings  we  are,  at  length, 
condud:ed  to  the  laft  fcene  of  Lear,  which 
exhibits  the  concluding  fpeech  of  Kent»  that 
has  embarraiied  the  critics,  and  divided  the 
commentators  :— 

(i )  His  declamations,  or  fet  (peeches,  {ays  Johnfoa^  are 
tommonly  cold,  and  weaL  [Prefiice.  J 

«  I  have 
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^  Iluireajourne]^,  Sir,  fbonij  to  ff^ 
^<  My  mailer  eatk,  audi  muftootikyno.'' 

Ifi  the  ^  ^ditiQSy  we  h^ve,  in  the  place  of 
tUi6  <x)upleti  which  has  xiot  been  deemied  the 
waeA  energetic,  in  the  rei>timej2t»  or  the  moft 
explicit,  in  t^  langoiag/e^  the  following  fpeedi 
of  Rent : — 

'^^  TbankSf  Sir^  but  I  go  to  that  unknowalan^, 

*^  That  chains  each  pilgrim  faft  within  its  foil ; 

"  By  living  men  moft  fhunn'd,  moft  dreaded : 

^  Still  tny  good  mafter  this  iame  journey  took  ; 

-^  He  caHs  me,  I  vtm  content^  and  ftreig)^  obey : 

*'  Then.,  farewell  world,  the  bufy  fcene  is  done,} 

**  Kent  Uv'd  moft  true,  Kent  dies  moft  like  a  man  (i)." 

Thefe  verfes,  which  Shakfpeare  need  not 
havje  been  afliamed  to  own,  are  reprobated, 
as  not  at  all  Sbakfpearean.  The  two  lines^^ 
which,  however  fhort  and  hald,  are  cer- 
tainly genuine,  Tiave  been  beaten  out,  wc 
are  told,  and  amplified  into  feyen  (/).  But, 
the  public  accufer  forgets,  that  there  is  a 
new,  and  important,  fentimenjt  introduced, 
and  expanded:  The  editor  of  1790  in|ifts, 
that  Shakfpeare  meant  to  throw  Kent  into 

'{k)  Upon  the  authority  bf  Johnfon,  who  £iys,  diat  the 
.pointing  of  Shakfpeare^s  dramas  is  in  our  own  power,  I  ihare 
Xsjuca  the  liberty^,  (liance^  I  (hould  have  faid,)  to  point,  in 
my  own  way,  this  reprobated  fpeech  of  Kent,  who  **  liv'd 
^  ^oft  true,  and  died  moft  like  a  man/' 

(/)  Inquiry,  p.  309. 

X  3  diftraSiion^ 
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JiJlraSiion^  but  not  into  the  grave :  In  thcfc 
lines,  the  late  editor  difpatches  Kent  to  that 
unknown  land,  which  chains  each  pilgrim  f aft 
within  its  foil.  Here,  then,  the  public  accufer 
fills.  The  fupplcmental  verfes  arc  not  better, 
he  fays,  than  any  poetical  fchoolboy  could 
write  :  The  couplet  of  the  firft  edition  is 
not  better,  I  fay,  than  any  poetical  boarding- 
fchool  Mifs  could  write.  Here,  again,  he.fails. 
Thofe  feven  lines  have  bcen(;;?)quoted,  it  fcems> 
by  fomebody,  for  want  of  better  arguments, 
,as  teeming  with  energy,  and  pathos  (»)• '  For 
want  of  better  arguments,  the  public  accufer 
prefers  the  old  couplet  ^  which  is  fo  unin- 
telligible, as  not  to  be  under ftood,  without 
the  help  of  comments.  Strange  !  that  he  will 
not  recoiled:  the  duty,  which  he  owes  to  his 
public  engagement  j  viz.  to  prove  the  intelli^ 
\gible  lines  to  htfpurious,  by  his  own  ftrength, 
rather  than  by  his  opponent's  weaknefs. 

But,  the  bufyfcene  is  done  !  The  public  ac- 
cufer now  r«curs  to  negative  arguments ;  be- 
'caufe,  he  doubtlefs  thinks  them  the  beft. 
The  lines  throughout  are  numbered  in  the 
margin,  a  praSiice  unexampled  in  our  author  s 
time,  he  {p)  fays ;  as  if  there  were  not  always 

[m)  Inquiry,  309.  («)  Id.  {0)  Id. 

exceptions 
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exceptions  to  the  general  praAice  ;  even  if  tjie 
fadt  had  been  proved,  rather  than  aiTerted* 
The  manufcript  plays,  which  he  poffeffes,.  or 
all  which  he  had  ever  (etn,  are  written  on 
both  fides  of  the  (lieet,  he  adds ;  but,  the  iaff^ 
covered  Leare  is  only  written  on  one  of  the 
fides ;  as  if  it  were  poflible  to  ellablifli  a  ge- 
neral praftice  from  ha/f  a  dozen  old  plays  of 
Shakfpeare's  {p)  time ;  as  if  it  were  eafy  Xq 
account  for  the  fancies  of  defign,  or  the  va- 
rieties of  chance.  He  iheds  the  tears  of'  la-^ 
mentation^  that  only  four  and  twenty  paper 
marks  are  mentioned,  and  not  ont  fac  Jimtle 
is  given,  as  a  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  the 
paper ;  as  if  the  arcbceology  of  paper  marks 
had  been  yet  fettled,  by  coUefting  the  names 
of  paper  makers,  in  that  age,  and  exhibiting 
the  mark  of  each.    .  > 

From  the  inconclufiven^fs  of  negative  ar- 
guments, he  proceeds  to  the  more  cpgent  de- 
cifivenefs  of  affirnj^tive  ftatement.  He  now 
goes  on  to  inftrud  the  world,  how  old  paper 
may  be  eafily  procured,  for  the  execution  of 
fuch  a  fcheme  of  literary  fraud  {q).  But,  he 
forgets  to  (how,  how  the  paper  of  this  half 
covered  Leare  was  obtained,  whether  from  the 

{p)  Inquiry,  309.      {q)  Inquiry,  310. 

X  4  door- 
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dsor-ieipir  o£}hcf  aper-'O^ce,  or  from  the  Jfe^*- 
^der  ^  Camiridge.  The  boiifihold  bmks  oli 
micient  families^  indeed,  the  public  accufer  ad- 
mits were  out  of  the  reach  of  the  never-to- 
be  forgotton  country  gentlehlan.  But,  though 
he  can  tell  where  old  paper  may  be  found, 
for  any  fabrication^  he  has  never  met  with 
one  perfon,  who  had  ever  feen  the  ha^ covered 
i^eare^  **  or  even  a  fingJe  fliect  of  it  (r)  :"  tt 
was  prcdfQced,  it  feems,  to  the  admiring  crouds 
m  Jin^  leaves^  that  is,  **  as  fiift  prdbably  as 
**  the  country  gfentleman  could  write  it  (x)/* 
Thefe  po0toons  are  gravely  ftated,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  atboufand  perfons,  who  have  feen  the 
Lear,  in  its  integrity^  whoicy  and  entiri^^  tvho 
could  have  informed  him>  how  it  was  Jewed  i 
what  nomber  iSi  leaves  it  contained  5  and 
whether  the  edges  were  in  their  natural  r^ugh 
fittte.  The  iaid  thoufand  perfons  could  hafvc, 
BMreover^  toid  him,  that  his  whole  concep- 
tion of  the  ba^ cwered  Le^ir  is  completely  er- 
toneous.  But,  the  public  accufer  has  retailed 
his  miiconoeptions,  in  broken  Jtntences^  and 
Jingle  i^ves ;  in  order  to  reprefent  **  the  bc- 
•*  lievers  in  thefe  fiAions,"  as  perfons,  who 
had  neither  common  fenfe,  to  perceive  a  paU 

(r)  Inquiry,  311.  \^)^* 

pable 
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pable  impofition,  nor  common  honefty,  to  re- 
probate an  obvious  cheat.  Yet;  who  would 
not,  in  a  choice  of  difficultiee,  rather  wifh  to  be 
deceivedy  th,]tn  to  deceive  I  The  public  accufer 
may  find  his  true  juftification,  by  lamenting 
with  Davis,  in  his  Nofce  Tei^um: 
**  What  can  we  know?  or  what  can  we  difamef 
•*  When  error  chokes  the  Windowes  of  the  mind ! 

On  this  head  of  the  Inquiry,  with  regard 
t^  Leare  and  Hamblette^  the  believers  will 
only  add,  in  the  fair  prejence  of  this  critical 
tourt,  as  their^beft  apology : 

« —  O!  error yfoon  conceiv'dy 

^^  Thou  never  com'ft  unto  a  happy  birth; 
«  But,  kill*ft  the  mother,  that  engendered  thee/' 
The  public  accufer,  by  raifing/A^  expectancy 
of  fome  fragments  of  Shakfpeare,  was  himfelf 
tie  motier  of  this Joon  conceived  error^  Whether^ 
in  fulfilment  of  the  forebodings  of  fie  Jeer^ 
this  error  will  kill,  by  an  unhappy  hirth^  the 
mother  that  engendered  it,  is  a  fate,  which 
can  be  known  only  to  thofe,  who  pretend  to 
fecond  Jight.  One  truth  is,  however,  certain, 
as  the  faid  fier  aiTures  us : 

<«  Oft  expeHaiUn  fails,  and  moft  oft  there, 
^<  Where  moft  it  promifes;  and  oft  it  hits, 
••  Where  hope  is  coldeft,  and  dc^air  moftiits.'* 


5  Vril.  SHAK. 
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_^§viir-^ — 

5HAKSPEAR£.'9     NOTE^  or    HANDv 

It  is  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  this  Apology 
to  go  into  confiderations,  concerning  thole 
documents,  which,  as  they  have  been  fcarccly 
feen,  and  never  published,  feldom  attraded 
much  attention,  or  were  the  objedts  of  much 
regard.  Every  queftion  about  fuch  decii« 
menfcs^  whether  defined,  or  undefined,  proper, 
or  improper,  muft  be  anfwered  by  thofe,  who, 
being  iTttimates^  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  beft 
qualified  to  fcarch  out  "  what's  paft,.  and 
'*  what's  to  come.*^*  It  is  of  more  ufe,  as  it 
may  afford  more  mftruftion,  to  inveftigate 
the  fubjedt  of  the  note  ofhand^  which  was  re- 
fer ved  for  this  place ;  in  order  to  confider,  at 
once,  what  has  been  advanced  by  the  public 
accufer,  and  what  has  been  urged  by  his 
learned  {a)  coadjutor,  after  turning  over  his 
krw  books. 

Itife  unneceflary  to  repeat,  here,  the  minute 
criticifms  of  the  public  accufer,  were  they  lefs 
tedious ;  as  they  have  been  already  anfwered  : 
Indeed,  he  himfelf  declares,  that  "he  wants  no 
**  aid  from  thefe  minute  cbfervations :  The  whole 

(tf)  Inquiry,  133;  Appx.  N°  u 
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*^  is  an  evident  forgery  (^)."  To  this  afler- 
tion,  he  adds  another ;  as  if  the  accumulation 
of  aflertions  amounted  to  the  fulnefs  of  proof: 
**  I  run  no  hazard/*  he  fays,  «*  when  I  aflert^ 
**  \S\2lX,  no  fuch  form  of  promijory  note  exiiled 
'"  at  that  time  (^)."  In  order  to  prove  his  ne- 
gative affertion,  with  refped;  to  tht  uniformity^ 
both  in  matter,  and  manner,  of  unfealed  bill?, 
he  immediately  produces  three  unfealed  bills 
of  different  forms  (^) :  And,  it  thus  appears, 
from  his  own  proofs^  that  the  unfealed  bills  of 
Shakfpeare's  days  were  extremely  different,  in 
their  matter,  and  form  {/) :    And,  from  bis 

$wn 

[b)  Inquiry,  137,         {c)  lb.  140.  {d)  lb,  141. 

{e)  I  will  fubjoin  two  other  forins  of  unfealed  bills, 
in  order  to  prove  fiillyj  that  there  was  then  no  uniform  man^ 
ner  in  drawing  them ;  and  that,  confequently,  an  objei^ion 
to  the  want  of  uniformity  to  a  fuppofed  ftandard  is  ground- 
lefs:  — 

*'  Memoranda"  borowed  of  Mr,  Richard  Remchinge 
*'  gent,  the  xxx'*:  of  Jully  1596  :  •/  the  fomme  of  fortic 
"  (hillingcs  whichel  promyfe  to  paye  att  all  tymes  vpon  de- 
^  mande  W  in  wittnes  hcareof  I  have  fubfcribed  my  name 
"  the  daye  £*f  yeare  firft  above  wrytcn  ;•/ 

£:  Slansfeildc 
<*  More  I  doe  owe  fyve  ihillinges 
"  fo  in  all  xlv» :/ 
^'  More  borowed  fyftene  (hillinges 
*'      Somma  totall— iij  li. 

The 
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wxmfljtwingy  it  foHows,  that  there  did  not  then 
«xift  any  Jet  form  of  promiffory  notes.  The 
•public  accufer  f^ik,  then,  in  proving  cither  his 
fitgatwe  pofition,  that  no  Juch  form  of  promif-^ 
fory  notetxijied,  at  that  if)  timely  or  his  affirm^ 
otivt  pofition,  that  there  then  cxiftcd  an  cmi- 
^m  mode,  in  writing  tmfeakd  bills,  which 
•was  quite, different  from  Shakfpcarc's  note. 

After  all  thofe  failorcs,  Ae  public  accufer 
is  ftudious  to  Ihow  how  very  ignorant  the  fa- 
bricator of  this  note,  undoubtedly,  was.  With- 

• 

The  original  of  SlantfeBde'is  note  of  hand  was  d)Itgt])gljr 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Craven  Ord.  The  following 
unfealid  bill,  which  exhibits  a  fifth  variety,  I  copied  from 
the  pari(b  r^gifters  of  St.  Saviour's,  Southwark,  the  very 
fitc  of  the  Globe  Theatre. 

'^  Memorandum — That  wfaeseas  vpon  the  ad  daye  of 
<<  July  1590  Gilbert  Rockct^nowone  of  the  cburchiwau'dens 
^  ofthepariih  of  St.  Saviour's  in  Southwark  in  the  coun^  of 
^  Surrey  did  lend  unto  the  reft  of  «he  church  wardens  kx 
^<  the  ufe  of  the  parifli  the  fome  of  £ftye  poundes  good 
^  and  lawful  money  of  £nglattd  towards  the  payment  fute 
^  &  fyne  for  the  leafe  of  our  iparibnage :  It  is  pr<^ 
*^  miied  and  agreed  by  the  churchwardens  and  veftrymen 
^^  hereunder  written,  that  ihe.faid  fome  of  fiftye  poundes  ihall 
*^  be  repayde  unto  the  (aid  Gilbert  Rockct>  his  executors^ 
**  or  affigns  at  and  uppon  the  fecond  daye  of  Julye  which 
'^  (hall  be  in  anno  15919  without  any  fraud,  covei^  or  fus» 
**  therdclayc" 

(Signed)  &c.  .[The  names.] 

out 
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out  difputing  about  tke  ignorance  or  the 
knowledge,  oifo  obfcure  a  perfonage,  it  may  be 
admitted,  without  controverfy,  that  the  editor 
of  the  Mijcellaneous  Papers  was  ill  informed, 
or  ill  advifed,  to  call  this  common  ajfurance  of 
Shakfpeare,  "  a  note  of  hand,"  which  neither 
Shakfpeare,  nor  Heminge,  who  were  the  parties 
to  the  tranfaiflion,  call  it  themfelves.  From 
them  it  did  not  receive  any  name*  And  by 
them,  it  was  left,  without  a  name,  like  other 
legal  inflruments,  to  find  its  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  to  fupport,  if  necefTary,  its  owa 
fufficiency,  in  Weftminfter-halL  If  this  fafit 
had  been  attended  to,  much  learned  mveftiga- 
tion  would  have  been  faved,  and  much  witty 
writing  fpared ;  to  the  no  fmall  difappoant* 
ment  of  the  curious  reader. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  word  hill  is  the  moft 
ancient  term,  and  is  of  Saxon  {g)  derivation, 
while  the  word  note  is  a  modern  upftartof  un- 
certsdn  extraction.  Before,  and  lifter,  the  days 
of  Shakfpeare,  bill  was  the  common  word  for 
any  writing.  And,  from  this  original  fignifi- 
cation,  we  ftiil  have,  in  the  prefent  times,  in 
daily  ufe,  bills  of  exchange,  bills  of  ladings 
bills  of  ilore,  bills  of  fuflPerance,  bills  of  par- 

{g)  Skinner,  in  Vo* 
7  eels. 
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"  turn  over  my  lawbooks^  or  to  go  deeper  iftta 
-  thefubje<a(/)/' 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  learned  coadjutor 
of  the  public  accufor,  who  does  turn  over  bis 
laio  books^  and  does  go  deeper  into  the  fub- 

Like  a  true  Cartejian  jurift,  this  learned 
perfbn  begins  his  difquifition  by  doubting.  He 
doubts,  whether  any  fuch  inftrument  as  Shak- 
fpeare's  note  to  Henainge  is  known  to  have 
been  in  ufe  at  that  period  («).  He  fees  three 
fuch  notes  before  his  eyes;  and  he  might 
have  feen  three  hundred,  in  the  pradice  of 
that  period :  Yet,  he  doubts  the  exiftence  of 
fuch  notes  of  hand)  during  the  age  of  Shak- 
fpeare*  Cartefius  never  doubted,  whether  he 
^wA^  think:  But^  this  learned  perfon,  when 
he  obferves  unfealed  bills  before  his  eyes, 
doubts,  whether  he  can  fee^ 

In  this  fpirit  of  doubting  he  turns  his  eyes 
from  thefadl^  to  examine  the  black-letter  law, 
the  reports,  and  the  year-books ;  in  order  to 
prove  the  non-exiftence  o{  unfealed  bills.  He 
(tijfcovers,  that  the  perfonal  fecurities,  which 
were  ufed,  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  and  for 

(/)  Ifiquiry,  142.       (w)  lb.  369,----Appx.  N*  i. 

(»)  Inquiry,  yju 

centuries 
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Centuries  before,  were  either  obligations,  called 
bonds,  or  bills,  which  were  ibmetimes  called 
ir7/s  of  deil,  or  bills  obligatory ;  and  which 
were  equally  deeds -^  .requiring  to  be  figned, 
fealcd^  and  delivered,   •*  It  would  be  idle,  he 
■**  immediately  adds,  to  multiply  authorities 
*^  to  pfove,  thiit  there  was  always  a  feal  to 
"  thefe  bills  (^)."    Idle  would  it  be,  indeed, 
to  quote  Cowel,  and  Coke-Littelton,  to  prove, 
that  there  was  always  a  feal  to  a  sealed  bill. 
The  coadjutor  was  inquiring,  whether  there 
exifted,  in  fadt,  during  Shakfpeare's  age,  un*^ 
fealed  bills :    And,  he  multiplies  authorities  to 
prove,    that  there  were,    in   that  age,  fealed 
•bi]ls>  both  in  fadl,  and  law.     But^  there  is 
one   authority,   which    he   does    not   quote. 
Bacon's  TJfe^  of  the  Law.    That  great  writer, 
in  treating  of  the  feries,  wherein  legacies  are 
to  be  paid,  fays  j — "  but  this  is  to  be  under- 
"  ftood,  by  debts  of  record  to  the  King,  or 
*'  by  bill,    and  bond  fealed^   or  arrearage  of 
"  rent,    or  iervants,   or  workmens,   wages  ; 
"  and  not  debts  of  (hopbooks,  or  bills  un^ 
^^  fealed^   or  contrafts  by   word  (^)."    And, 
thus,  the  fad  fupports  the  authority  of  Bacon  ; 


(♦)  Inquiry,  37^^;  which  quotet  Cowel,  aiid  Coke*Lit« 
elton«    . 

(^}  I  quote  fronx' the  edition  of  1635,  p./i* 
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as  the  authority  of  Bacon  explains  the  ope- 
ration of  the  fad:.  Of  Mallet,  it  was  remarked, 
i«^hen  he  wrote  the  life  of  Bacon,  that  he  had 
forgotten,  Bacon  was  a  phiiofopher :  *  This 
learned  perfon,  when  treating  of  a  law  queftion, 
forgets,  that  Bacon  was  a  lawyer.  And,  is  it 
neceflary  to  prove,  that  Bacon,  as  he  was  bom, 
in  1 561,  and  died,  in  1626,  was  the  contem- 
porary of  Shakfpeare ;  who  was  born,  in  1564, 
and  died,  in  1616? 

It  is,  however,  of  fome  importance  to  fliow, 
that  tie  law  will  not  always  prove  t&e  J'a£t  *, 
though  thefaB  may  fometimes  prove  th  law. 
Were  it  a  queftion,  whether  there  exifted  in 
England,  during  that  period,  any  gaming-* 
houfes,  the  learned  coadjutor  of  the  public 
.accufer  would,  doubtlefs,  quote  the  ftatutc 
of  the  33  Henry  8,  which  prohibited  fuch 
hcufes ;  in  order  to  prove  the  h&j  that  there 
could  have  been  none  :  Yet,  that  this  evi- 
dence is  inconclufive,  a  little  inquiry  would 
have  fatisfied  him.  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the 
28th  of  her  reign  granted  to  Thomas  Corn* 
wallis  a  licenfe  **  to  makegraunts  for  keeping  of 
"  gaming-houfes,  and  ufing  ofunlawful  games> 
**  contrarie  to  the  ftatute  of  33  Hen.  8.(y)'^ 
We  now  perceive,  that  an  aft  of  parliament 

(q)  LodgeV  lUuftratioos^  voLiii.  p*  161. 

6  itfclf^ 
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itfclf  is  not  conclufivc  evidence*  to  prove  tbe^ 
fi^£i,  aflerted ;  which  is  eilablifhed  by  different 
evidence  of  fuperior  force.  **  There  are  no 
*•  tricks  in  plain  and  fimple  faith."  When/i6tf 
f^  rifes  in  the  horizon,  by  the  produ(fkion 
of  unfealed  bills  of  various  kinds,  the  flrong* 
beams  of  truth  foon  difperfe  the  clouds  of  re-* 
ports,  year-books,  and  law  authoritiesj  which, 
in  the  prefent  day^  only  obfcun  the  fcene^ 
which  they  once  illuminated \r). 

But,  this  learned  perfon  perfifts  in  afking, 
<•  Were  there  no  inftruments,  like  this  ia 
•f  Shakfpeare's  name,  then  ufed  by  merchants, 
*'  and  others  in  their  confidential  tranfadions  ? 
**  It  will  be  found,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
'  *•  want  of  them  was  a  theme  of  complaint  for 
**  more  than  half  a  century  after  his  death." 
He  perfeveres,  neverthelefs,  in  this  dark  fearch, 

(r)  The  famous  Richard,  Earl  of  Warwick,  on  the  ad 
of  November  1454,  wrote  to  Sir  Thomas  Todenham  to 
borrow  ten,  or  twenty  pounds ;  promifmg  **  We  fhall  fend 
•*  it  you  again  afore  new-year's  day,  with  the  grace  of  God, 
«  as  we  are  a  true  knight.'*  [Fenn's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  87.  j 
Here,  then,  is  a  curious  fpecimen  of  an  unfealed  bill  of 
^  knight'hood.  To  this  bill,  however,  the  learned  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Vavafor  would  have  objefted  :  "  Here  arc  no  words  of* 
"  obligation;  for  z pnmi/e does  not  confiitute  an^ligation.^* 
[Inquiry,  376.]  There  is  fcarcely  an  abfurdity,  that  ibme 
phiiofophers  have  not  maintained :  And,  hardly  a  chicane, 
li^bich  fome  lawyers  have  not  pra6lifed ! 

Y  2  though 
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though  the  faB  was  blazing  before  his  eyes  : 
For,  there  undoubtedly  were  unfealed  bills,  in 
the  praftice  of  England,  before  Shakfpcare  was 
born.  I  have  produced  a  genuine  note  ofhdnd^ 
dated,  in  July  1596.  The  public  accufer  has 
produced  three  unfealed  bills,  of  various  forms. 
His  learned  coadjutor  has  feen,  in  the  well 
known  Ireatifes  on  cotmnon  affurances^  unfealed 
bills  of  every  (hape.  Lord  Bacon  fpoke  fami- 
liarly of  unfealed  bills ;  and  ailigned  them  their 
proper  rank  among  book  debts»  and  verbal 
c6ntra(3:s(j).  Yet,  notwithftanding  all  thofe 
authorities,  the  learned  perfon  '*  plays  faft  and 
*'  loofe  with  faith  :  fo  jefts  with  heaven." 

ft  will  be  found,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
was  not  the  want  of  unfealed  bills,  but  the 
want  of  negotiable  qualities  in  them,  which 
was  the  real  **  theme  of  conftant  complaipt.*^ 
The  learned  perfon  will  quote  the  ilatute  of 
(/)  Anne,  which  was  made  to  give  thofe  ne- 

(x)  The  Statute  of  Ufuxy,  13  KHz.  ch.  8.  makes  void 
*  All  t23ndes,contra£te6,2Ad  aiTurances,  collateral!,  or  other;** 
This  proves  how  various  common  ajfurances  then  were.  Sir 
Jdui  Harrington  has  an  epigram  ^  On  one  that  knt  monej 
«  onfurcband;"— 

"And  for  year  more  alTu  ranee  you  (hall  have 
*'  What  obligation,  you  yourfelf  will  crave ; 
^  Or  bill,  or  band^  your  payment  to  perfbrme> 
**  Recognizance*  ftatute,  or  any  forme.** 

(/)  3-4  Ann.  ch.  ix.  Inquiry,  394. 

gotkblt 
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gotiable  qualities  to  unfeakd  notes ;  in  order 
to  prove,  in  con  tradition  to  the  iadt,  that 
fuch  notes  did  not  exift  before  the  ftatute  : 
Yet,  the  praftice  of  the  country,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts,  as  they  are  reported  by  . 
the  lawyers,  and  quoted  by  him,  evince,  that 
fuch    notes  did  exift,    and   circulate   among 
traders;    though  the  recovery  of  them,  by 
fuits  at  law,  was  obftinately  oppofed,  by  chir- 
chane  in  ermine.     But,  I  will  not  'quote  pro- 
ceedings, which  do  no  credit  to  the  JudgeSjl 
who  were  upconfciou?,    that    the   law  con- 
tinually grew  under  the  benches;  and  who 
had  not  then  learned  to  facilitate  the  admini- 
ftration  of  jufticc,  by  applying  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  tp  the  common  prafticQ 
of  the  country ;  jts  often  as  the  fpirit  of  com-* 
mercc  introduced  new  modes  of  buiioefs. 

The  ftruggle,  which  was  thus  fo  long 
maintained  in  our  jurifprudcnce,  by  tHe  fpirit^ 
qf  commerce,  as  it  forced  its  way  >in  the 
world,  and  the  courts  of  juftice,  ad-uated  as 
they  were  by  prejudice,  rather  than  principle, 
proves  ch^arly,  that  unfeakd  notes  did  exift, 
did  circulate  ;  and  were  afligned,  in  fadt, 
though  they  were  not  aflignable,  in  law, 
during  a  century,  previous  to  the  ftatute  of 
Anije.    The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Y,3  MX 
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in  December  1697,  is  a  proof  of  this  («) 
point  J  by  fliowing,  that,  bonds,  bills,  and 
notes,  were  affigned,  though  not  fo  frequently 
as  necefllty  required.  At  the  epoch  of  the 
Reftoration,  it  was  a, common  pradice  to 
pay  debts,  by  aflignment  of  other  debts, 
and  to  transfer  documents,  by  daily  fale  {v). 

(«)  ^  And  whereas  a  great  part  of  trade  is  carried  on  by 
credit,  acid  (ruft  in  dealing.  We  humbly  conceive,  If  it  were 
cna^eda  that  it. (hall  not  hereafter,  be  in  the  power  of  any 
perfQDsi  that  hath  by  any  writing,  under  his  hand,  teftiiied 
t)y  two  witnefles,  affigned  or  transferred,  any  bond,  bill,  or 
noti^  made  to  him  by  any  other  perfon,  to  make  void,  dif- 
diapge,  or  reteafe  the  faid  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  of  the 
moniey  due  pn  fuch  bond,  bill,  or  note,  or  any  part  thereofj^ 
after  fuch  aiilgnment,  made  on  the  faid  bond,  bill,  or  note, 
but  that  fuch  affignee  (hall  have  the  fame  right,  power,  and 
Ituthority  to  fue  fuch  perfons,  indebted  by  fuch  bond,  bill,  or 
note,  in  bis  own  name^  and  to  recover  the  money  fo  due,  as 
if  fuch  bond,  bill,  or  note,  had  been  made  originally  to  him- 
fclfj  that  then,  traders  would  more  frequently  take  bonds, 
notes,  or  hills,  for  fuch  goods,  as  they  may  fell,  to  be  paid 
4t  time,  and  would  transfer,  and  aiTign,  the  fame  to  others, 
as  their  occafi<>hs  may  require :  And  thereby  make  fuch 
bonds,  bills^  and  notes  very  ufefiii  and  fubfervient  for  the 
carrying  on,  and  increafmg  of  trade."^ 

{v)  See,  The  Scales  ofCommrce^  by  Thomas  Willsford, 
printed  in  1660,  fig.  2.  which,  as  a  treatife  of  hook-keeping,^ 
fliowing  the  piattice  of  mercantile  bufineis,  is  a  better  au- 
thority, than  a  law  report,  ihowing  the  practice  of  thecourts 
of  jufticei  which  VKas  governed  by  artificial  principles, 
rad&er  than  by  the  uiages  of  commercial  life* 
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But,  this  praftice,  which  necefflty  diSated, 
and  convenience  approved,  was  of  a  much 
older  origin.  The  cafe,  which  is  reported  by 
Malynes,  of  a  foreign  fadtor,  who  purchafed 
baize  at  Colchefter,  to  be  paid  for  in  the  bill 
of  debt  of.  a  third  perfon,  would  alone  prove 
the  Ja£l  {w).  One  of  the  firfl  adls  of  King 
James's  government,  after  his  acceilion,  was> 
to  prohibit,  by  proclamation,  the  ajjignment  of 
debts y  and  actions  [x) .  The  pradbicc,  then,  of 
qffigning  debts j  was  common,  during  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  And,  the  accuftomcd  bufinefs 
of  the  city  of  London  was  very  different  from 
what  the  reports  of  fuits  in  Weftminfter-hall 
fcem  to  reprefent,  as  the  varied  tranfadlions 
pf  mercantile   bodies  (j^);     Here,  then,   is 

another 

(w)  Mdyne's  Lex  Merc.  edit.  1622,  p,99  :  The  bills 
were  not,  at  that  early  period  of  our  mercantile  affairs,  in- 
dorfed  pver,  accordiog  to  modern  forms,  but  afligjied,  and 
pften  renewed  to  the  aill^nee  \  who  could  then  maintain  a 
(uit  for  die  recovery  of  payment,  in  his  own  name. 

{x)  The  proclamation  was  dated  the  7th  of  May  16039 
and  may  be  fecn  in  Strype*s  Annals,  vol.  iv,  p.  379. 

(y)  The  following  agreement,  b^ween  two  alderqien  of 
tendon,  whitoh  I  found  in  a  large  colle^ion  of  origini4 
papers,  that  h^d  conie  frofp  the  Longviile  library,  an4 
ivhich  I  lately  purchafed  ^  JsAx*  Chf)pm«n>  the  bookfeller^ 
I  Albmit  to  the  reader]  becaufe  it  (hows  the  true  nature  of 
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another  example,  which  proves,  wiih  ftpng 
convi<aion,  that  (howing  the  law,  even  if 
it  were  accurjttely  ft?ited,  4o?s  not  eftablilh 

Th<? 

real  bufinefs  ;  bccaufe  it  bears  on  fevcral  topicks  of  this  In- 
quiry ;  viz.  the  contrafiion  oiJnno  D  /X ;  the  pointing :  // j 
the  ajjignment  of  Mr.  Secretary  CcciFs  bondy  \x\  faUsfa£iion  of 
a  dibt  \  and  becaufe  this  agreement  prQves  incontrovertibly 
.the  pofitions  in  the  text: — 

"  Sexto  die  Novcmbris  Anno  Dm:  1 6 02. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  between  the  right 

worfliipful    Sir  John  Hart    and  Sir  Richard 

Martin  knights  and  aldermen  of  London  for 

the  true  payment  of  Eight  hundred  poundes 

due  unto  the   faid   Sir  John  by  the  faid  Sir 

Richard  ://  in  manner  following— viz' ;  // 

^100 — That  Sir  John  Hart  fhall  have  the  benefitt  of  a 

certain  bond    of  Mr.  Secretary  Cccill's  of  jfioo  , 

principall  d'jbt,  which  is  due  to  the  faid  Sir  Richard, 

which  bond  Sir  John  Hart  doth  accept  foT.jTioo:/ 

j^4C0— That  Sir  Richard  Martin  (hall  pay  or  caufe  to  bee 

paid  unto  the  faid  Sir  John  Hart  the  fume  of  jf  400 

out  of  certain  fait  workes  belonging  unto  the  faid  Sir 

Richard  Martin  by  jf  2C0  *^  A°  —  viz^     At  every 

fix  (nonoths^ioo  and  for  the  true  payment  thereof 

at  the  faid  tymes  or  wiihiii  x/*"  days  after  every  of 

the  faid  times  Sir  John  Hart  is  to  have  good  furcties 

fuch  as  bee  ihall  like  of 

^300— That  Sir  Richard  Martin  fhall  pay  or  caufe  to  be 

paid  unto  Sir  John  Kart  jf  300  more,   by  ;^iOO  at 

^verv  fix  montns  end,  tbe  hrft  month  to  begin  from 

Chriftmas 
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,  The  learned  coajijutor  of  the  public  accuier 
fails,  then,  in  fcveral  points  :  Firfti  he  fail^ 
in  arguing  againft  tbefaSl ;  Fpr,  various  fonxtf 
of  unfealed  bilh^  which  may  be  called  mta 
of  bandj  being  produced,  it  was  abAird  t9 
inquire,  whether  they  exifted,  at  the  epochs 
of  their  feveral  dates,  which  go  back  to  ths 
year  1589:  Secondly,  he  fails,  in  fupppfing, 
that  proof  of  the  non-ajjignment  of  notes  would 
prove  y\\t\x  non-exijlence ;  Thirdly,  he  fails^ 
in  producing  the  law-reports  of  various  fuits^ 
jhat  were  inftituted,  for  enforcing  the  pay^ 

Chriftmas  next,  after  the  c|ate  above  written,  putting 
in  good  bonds  togither  with  fufficient  fureties  uoto 
Sir  John  Hart  fuch  as  hee  (hall  like  of  for  the  due 
payment  therepf  accordingly 

In  confideration  whereof  Sir  John  Hart  is  cqii« 
tented  to  yeeld  up  and  deliver  upto  the  faid  Sir  Rich* 
ard  Martin  or  his  affigns  all  fuch  writings  and  evi* 
dences  which  he  hath  of  the  ikid  Sir  Richard,  at  cf 
before  the  twentieth  day  of  January  next  enfuiiig  th? 
day  above  written,  fo  that  the  faid  Sir  Richard  dop 
performc  every  of  ihabove  mentioned  articles  withia 
or  uppon  faid  twentieth  of  January  otherwife  ^ 
thinges  are  to  remayne  unto  the  faid  Sir  John  Hart 
as  they  do  at  this  prefent,  and  thefe  articles  to  b^void,' 
to  al)  intents  and  purpofes 

In  Witnes  whereof  the  faid  Sir  John  Hart  to 
diefe  prefents  hath  fett  his  hand  die  day  iind  ye^ 
^  above  written.*' 

(figncd)       John  Hart; 
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ooent  of  goMfmiths  notes,  promiiTory  n«tes> 
4mjealed  bills,  inland  bills,  foreign  bills ;  which 
prove,  that  fuch  documents  did  exifl,  and 
vrerc  affigned:  And  laftly,  he  fails,  in  ad- 
ducing an  argument,  which,  however  learned, 
is  whdlly  irrelevant  to  the  queftion,  with  re- 
gard to  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  note  as  Shak- 
4>eare's,  during  that  bufy  age. 

But,  this  learned*  perfon  will  be,  doubtleis, 
more  happy  in  fome  other  of  his  topicks. 
^  The  Chief  Juftice  [Holt],  was  as  firm, 
'^^  fays  he,  in  the  confcientious  difcharge  of 
^*  his  duty  againft  the  law  merchant^  as  on 
^  ianother  memorable  occafion  he  had  been 
^  agaioft  4he  law  of  parliament''  It  feemeth 
to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Juftice, 
as  it  is  of  this  learned  perfon,  that  the  hiff 
tnerchantp  and  tb^  l(f^^  of  parliament^  were  not 
parts,  nay arcfiQt  impartant  branches,  of  the  law 
of  the  land.  1*1)6  Statutum  de  Stapulis  of  {z) 
pdward  3d,  (appears  to  have  been  forgotten 

in 

(ji)  27  Ed.  3,  flat,  2,  ch.  I.  All  pcopte  of  th^  Stoplc  fhall 
t>e  ruled  by  thi  law  merchant j  and  not  by  tbt  common  law^ 
Tbf  SWutum  di  Stapulis  foqned,  then,  a  kind  of  merca^itiie 
fode.  By  change  of  circumftanccs,  the  whole  body  of  traders 
9f  England  becam  tht  ptople  of  the  Staple^  who  weretentitled, 
{n  ^eir  (onuneicial  tran&^oois,  to  the  protedtion  of  that 

ftati^tc^ 
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in  Weftminfter-ha]}>  although  k  vns  remem^ 
bercd  on  'Change.  **  The  merchants  wero 
♦^  foiled  in  all  their  attempts/'  he  4dd$/to 
obtain  juftice,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
grievances.  He  immediately  afligns  the  rea^ 
ion :  **  The  circulation  of  promi/ibty  notes 
**  however  was  not  oppofed  by  Weftcoinfter^ 
f*  hall  alone.  Many  of  the  mercantile  ia** 
**  tereft^  and  even  Sir  Jofiah  Chil4»  among 
^*  the  reft,  originally  declared  againfl  '*  [the 
circulation  of  promiflbry  notes.]  Lcould  ict 
againft  that  aflcrtion  a  chronological  feries 
of  TraSis  on  Trade^  which  would  dcmonftratc 
this  felf-evident  pofition,  that  the  merchants, 
who  generally  underftand  their  own  Jntereft, 
were  the  greateft  promoters  of  the  circulation 
of  every  fpecies  of  mercantile  paper  :  And, 
the  faft  is  proved,  by  the  pradtice.'  Yes;  Sir 
Jo|iah  Child  was  very  jealous  againft  thit 
circulation  of  notes  |  For,  he  has  written  a 
whole  chapter,  to  (how  t^e  v^ft  benefit, 
wl^ich   would  refult  to  the  country,    from 

flajutCf  But,  it  was  long  before  the  judges  cquld  be  made 
fenfible  qf  (hofe  truths  ^  or  tl)at  the  Tpirit  of  trade,  and  the 
practice  of  the  people,  l^ad  produced  a  kind  of  revolution  ii^ 
the  law,  without  their  perceiving  the  change,  or  adverting, 
(t^at  it  was  their  duty  to  accommodate  the  .proceedings  of 
^e  courts  to  the  new  habits  of  the  peo^ile. 
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ihe  trOHsference  of  debts  [a).  CKil(J,  and  the 
mcfchants,  were  brought  upon  the  ftage  ;  in 
©pder  td  'exhibit  promijjory  nctes^  as  a  ;?^t£I 
ciuulation  of  recent  timefi.  But,  the  faft 
<*  otfttfp4a*LS  the  aftors."  It  has  been  (hown, 
1^  evefy  mode  of  proof,  that  notes  of  hand 
£d  exift,  though  not  in  name^  daring  Eliza*' 
teeth's  reign ;  that  debts  were  transferred^^ 
^otigh  they  were  not  indorfablcy  in  that  pe- 
riod I  'that  the  inveftlgation  of  the  law,  werd 
the  law  clearly  fettled,  cannot  over-rule  the 
faSi,  when  it  is  once  afcertained. 

«*  But,  the  great  epoch,  in  the  hiftory  of 
V  paper  credit,  is  the  formation  of  the  Bank 

{a)  Difconrfe  on  Trade,  1690,  ch.  y#  p.  106.— Sir  Jofiab, 
Child,  indeed,  and  every  other  writer,  may  be  tnade  to  affcrt 
iny  thing,  by  interpolation.  In  the  Inquiry,  p.  396^  Sir  Jo- 
ilah  isr  ia'rd  to  have  originally  declared  againil  <^  the  innovated 
•  piadice  of  bankers ;  and  the  new  invention  of  cafliiering/* 
Kowi  the  (iqft  ciavfe  about  bankers  was  taken  from  his 
Oiicourfe>  pw  179  the  fegond  claufe  about  ca(hieping  was 
token  from  a  different  paragraph,  in  ().  18  ;  though  both 
tre  put  together  in  the  Inquiry.  Sir  Jofiah  was  arguing  in 
1690,  during  the  preffures  of  that  moment,  againft  the  /w- 
ntroated  praifice  of  taking  money  from  trade  to  lend  to  the 
government,  during  that  diftreiEng  war,  and  the  new  in-' 
vention  of  cajhiering^  in  buying  up  difcredited  public  fecu- 
f  itte$.  Child  was  fo  far  from  originally  declaring  againft  the 
pra&ice  of  bankers,  that  he  originally  wrote  in  favour  of 
t>^nker$*  £See  his  Brief  Okfervations^  1668,  p.  5.} 

*<of 
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^  of  England,  in  1694.,"  fays  this  ieiroed 
perfon  (^)  :  And*  this  is  fiid  by  hinri,  pardy 
to  /bow  the  recent  eftablifhment  of  paper 
Credit ;  but  more  to  afoertain  the  tree  birth 
and  parentage  of  pronaiflbry  notes.  It  18  cer- 
tain, however,  that  paper  credit  was  intra* 
duced,  and  promifibry  notes  originated,  up<^ 
wards  of  a  century,  before  the  great  epoch  of 
1694.  Paper  credit  was  compleatly  eiblbliila- 
ed,  during  the  civil  wars,  though  it  had  iti 
origin  in  an  earlier  age  (r).     Yet,  this  leara« 

(*)   Inquiry,  388. 

.  (^)  Dehentures  were  iiTued,  for  paying  foldiers  arreare,  tji 
ib^  [Scobel,  1648,  ch.  ii3j]  and,  thefc //«?/'^/i/Arr^j  were 
i{Ricd,asaftate  refourcc,  in  the  fubfequent  years.  Thefe  de- 
bentures were  declared,  by  the  ordinance,  to  be  in  the  nature 
of  bonds,  or  bills,  payable  to  ajjignets^  each  debenture  to  be 
for^.io,  or  under,  [bcobcl,  1649,  ch.  42.]  Here, then,  wcfoe 
paper  creclit,  exchequer  biUs,  or  bonds,  and  MHs,  payable  -ta 
^Ip^necsy  in  fmall  fums,  for  the  purpofe  of  currency.  And, 
fee  %)\t  ordinance,  1650,  ch.  29-49 — 1652,  ch.  6-16.  for 
public  faith  paper  credit^  which,  in  fafl,  began  with  the  wau 
[Scobcl,  i642,ch.  5-6-7.]  But,  this  paper  credit  may  .be 
traced  to  Elizabeth's  reign,  if  not  to  an  earlier  period.  la 
January  1589,  a  warrant  was  iffued  to  Sir  Francis  Walfing- 
ham  to  make  out  privy  feaU  for  a  loan.  [Burgh ley's  Di^y^ 
in  Murden,  p.  789.]  Sir  John  Harrington  has  an  epigram, 
^  on  lending  on  privy  fcahy'  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth  :— 

*'  While  jCod  prefer ves  the  prince  ne're  be  difmay'd, 

^  J«t,  i^Jbe  faU,  be  furc  wc  ifcall  be  paid.'* 
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td  pti'fpb  quotes  W/tRB9RTON,  another 
learned  p<rfon»  for  declaring  ^'  paper  credit  to 
<^  be  ah  invention,  fince  the  tkne  of  William 
^  the  third  (^)/'  Happy!  might  it  be,  if 
learned  peribos  would  deal  a  little  more  in 
&ds,  and  a  little  lefs  in  aflertions.  The  ori^ 
giu  of  the  goldftmtbs  mtes  is  afligned  to  the 
year  1673  (^).  Yet,  thefe  too  may  be  traced 
back  to  an  earlier  asra.  They  becao^e  viiible 
to  every  eye,  about  the  year  1650,  with  the 
debentures t  and  public  faith  paper  money  of  thofe 
diftraded  times  (y').  But,  there  were  gold- 
fmiths,in  London,  during  the  reign  of  James  ift, 
who  dealt  in  gold  and  filver;  who  were  cajhiers^ 
and  who,  confequently,  iiTued  notes,  as  inci^ 
dental  to  their  trade  (f).    From  this  hiftori* 

cal 

{d)  Inquiry,  400,        {e)  Inquiry,  383-85. 

(/)  J^^"  Polcxfen,  an  intellfgent  member  of  rhe  firil 
Board  of  Trade,  when  treating  of  this  fubje£^,  in  1696,  (ays, 
^  there  were  no  footfteps  of  goldfmiths'  notes,  paffing  for 
^  money,  till  fincc  anno  1650."  [Difcourfe  on  Trade  and 
.  Cdifiy  1697,  p.  64.]  And,  he  adds,  ^  that  the  paffing  of  pa** 
^  per,  in  payments,  was  not  much  pradifed  till  after  anna 
i^  1660."  [lb.  68.] 

(jr)  Vid.  The  Detlaration  to  Parliamettty  by  Thomas  Vi- 
olet of  London,  goldfmidi,  1643,  p.  22*  Bai^^s,  and  bank- 
ers, became  foon  fiuniliar  to  the  wits  of  thofe  times;  as  we 
may  infer  from  the  conuncndatory  verfes,  which  were  pre-r 

fixed 
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cal  deduAton^  we  now  perceive,  that  thoic  . 
cotntnercial  anacbronifms  were  brought  from 
^'  flaflcy  darknefs"  into  noon  day^  by  tho& 
learned  perfons ;  in  order  to  fiiit  their  ieveral 
fyftems  ;  the  one,  to  juftify  the  fooU(h  invec*- 
•tive  of  Pope  againft  paper  credit;  the  othor^ 
to  prove,  from  the  recent  origin  of  paper  cre- 
dit, and  of  goldfmiths  notes,  the  modern  epoch 
of  notes  of  hand ;  as  if  there  were  any  inti- 
mate connexion  between  the  one  kind  of  do^ 

fixed  to  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  plays,  1647;  and  which 
Geoige  Hills  addrefied  to  Fletcher  :*-«> 

*'  Monarch  of  wit !  Great  maga%ine  rfw^akh% 

"  From  whofe  rich  hanke^  by  a  Promethean  ftealth." 

The  habits,  and  language,  of  merchants,  during  the  pre« 
ceding  age,  may  be  feen  in  the  Beggar's  Bujb  of  Beatmionc 
and  Fletcher : — 

^  There  was  never  brought  to  harbour  fo  rich  a  boCtom^ 
«  but  his  biU  would  pafle  unqueftioned  for  her  lading** 

*<  Nor  lend  upon  the  afiurance  of  a  well-penrfdUuery  al* 
«  though  a  challenge  fecond  the  denyall.'* 

^  Are  you  the  owners  of  the  (hip,  that  Ufl  night  put  intti 
«*  the  harbour  ?— 

«  Both  of  the  fhip,  and  lading.— What's  At  fraught  f 
^  Indigo,  quitchineel,  choife  Chyna  ftufFs ;  and  cloth  of  gold 
«*  brought  from  CambalK-^Rich  lading;  for  which  I  were 
*^  your  chapman  ;-^but  I  am  already  out  of  caJh.-^VMt  gwg 
^  you  iay^  for  the  moiety  of  all.  How  long  ?— ^ix  months.  «*- 
^  *Tis  a  faire  offer:  which  (if  we  agree  about  the  prizes) 
^  [prices]  I,  with  thanks,  accept  of  ^  and  will  make  prefent 
<*  payment  of  the  rcft/\ 

cument^ 
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cument,  and  the  other ;  as  if  the  unfealed  bill, 
.which  is  the  original  note  of  hand,  under  va*. 
xious  forms,  but  a  different  name,  had  not 
exifted,  in  fadl,  for  ages  before  paper  credit 
was  underflood,  or  goldfmiths  notes  were  cir- 
,culated.  But,  prejudice  and  error  are  the 
conftant  companions  of  each  other.  The 
.learned  coadjutor  emulates  the  public  accufer, 
•in  arguing  againft  the  faS^  which  cannot  be 
denied  j  and  in  aiTuming  the  point,  which  he 
undertook  to  prove : — 

.u  ■!■     ^  t'     .      .1       ..— .  T^at  me err$r 
^^  Fills  him  with  faults  \  makes  him  run  through  all  fins. 
I  might  here  fubmit  this  Apology  for  the 
Believers^  to  the  juft  confideratlon  of  this  cri- 
tical court,  who  have  been  zs  patient  as  a  gertrf 
tie  Jiream^  without  taking  the  benefit  of  a  re* 
capitulation.    But,  the  fumming  up  of  the  evi- 
dence  to  the  jury  {hows  the  nature  of  the 
iffue  between  the  parties ;  clears  away  all  the 
xubbi.fli  of  fophiflry  from  the  caufe  j  and  col- 
lefts  all  the  rays  of  proof  into  one  focus  of 
demonftrative  conclufion.    The  believers  were 
accufed  of  being  the  partizans  of  a  clumfy  and 
hungling  forgery  j  without  having  the  fpirit  to 
defend  their  beUef  or  the  virtue  to  retradl  their 
error.     They  now  fubmit  fuch  an  Apology^ 
a»  Qould  be  miade  in  fome  hafle,  amid  other 

avocations^ 
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aycKpations,  without  much  pre^us  ^ore  of 
materials,  or  any  great  fubfequent,  f^»dy«^ 
They  have  produced  a  genera/  argument^, 
which,  they  think>  cannot  be  refutedj^for  prpv-, 
iQg,  that  they  ought,  according  to  the  e(l)i« 
bliflied  rules  of  logic,  to  have  believed,  in  th^ 
firil  inftance,  thofe  Mifcellaneous  Papers  to  h% 
genuine.  By  declining  to  meet  thisgeaewl 
argument,  the  public  ^pcufer  b^etrays  his  qw9 
confciouihefs,  that  it  is  not  to  •  bft  rjefu^teuiU 
!But,  he  attempts,  to  aver  throw  the  prji9iarjf 
convidtion,  which  is  the  rejfolt  .of,  thofe  g^0€? 
ral  reafoniogs, ;  by  particular  ioveftig^tio^s* 
In  doing  this,  he  makes  a  tboufdnd  ob}e£tionS|»^ 
fucceffivcly,  to  the  Mifceilaneous  Papers^  both 
publifhed,  and  unpubliihed.  His  objedtions 
have,  in  their  turn,  been  minutetf/ examined^ 
hot  by  vagiae  declamation,  but  by  oppbfing 
fa£t  to  fi<aion,  and  true  logic  to  dclufive  fo* 
•j^iftry.  By  thefe  means,  have  nine  hundred 
•and  ninety-nine  of  his  objections  been'  foand 
^wanting,  in  the  balance  of  truth.  It  is,  theret 
foTCi  humbly"  hopjd,  that  the'  ^blic  «:cuicr 
jfhall  take  nothing  by  bis  motidn;  when  he  prays, 
thatt  the  believers  may  be  idjiidgcd  to  thfc 
Critical  pillory,  for'  having,  on  ve*y  difputablfe 
^mts,  thought  diiiere.ntly  froni  himj.iaiid 
becaufe  they  ftill  think,  contrary  to  his  judg* 
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liicilt,  tJiat  tliofe  Mifcellaneous  Papers  canhot 
tiSXy  be  cpnvided  of  fpuriournefs ;  and  that 
fome  of  thofe  papers*  like  the  fiunous  pofitioft 
of  Berkley,  denying  the  exiftcnce  of  matter, 
vrliich  it  is  fo' difficult  tx)  confute,  by  logical 
felibnings,  cannot,  by  fair  argumentation,  be 
flio^)en  to  be  counterfeit,  althoughyJiJ^-yai^r^rjr 
ititj  Juppofe  them  to  be  a  chmj^  fraud  (b)^ 
But,  having  undertaken  impoJibiHiies^  the  pub- 
mf  icoiftt  has  &iled,  egrcgioufly,  in  proving 
Kls  poitit-  And,  it  remains  for  the  Wifdom 
o?  this  court,  when  it  (hall  confider  his  erro^ 
fiittWs  pleading,  to  admoni(h  the  fophift,  who, 
lis  deluded  by  felf-conceit,  how  he  undertakes, 
fi»&iftcr,by 

* '  **  Jlikriering  intp^JiKHtfy  to  make 

/.  •  •^'^^liat  clnnot  be,  fllgfit  work/' 

I  Yct,^firft;^  a4m$nijhments  prevail  not  with 
Wtn^  thoiigh  they  be  given  by  the  fweragm 
btnff.  H^  refolvcs  to  make  ^git  work  with 
ithe  believers^, whom,  iov  their  various  offences^ 
410  divides. into  feverai  clailes,  according  te 
ifieir  refp^dive  dbgreed  of  guilt :  The  RiNa«« 
LBADsts,  who  ^*  know  nothing  of  the  hif«- 

tory  of  Sllakfpestre,  pqtMng  of  the  liif*. 

tory^  of  the  Ibge,  or.^  hiftoiy  of  the 
£f  EogliHi  huigoagc  (0  :'.VTlie  haroems^i 


oFFEHABits,  **  who  haftily  g&ve  judgmdftt  on 
'*  a  m«ter  which  they  did  not  iinderltafld  j 
•'  who  kiicw  nothihg  of  old  hand  writing,  and 
"  nothing  of  old  language  {ky  ThefeaM 
Weighty  accufktions»  Ao  doubt*  And,  A  juft 
regaM  for  their  own  reputations^  as  antiqua^ 
riesy  fcholafs,  and  heralds,  renders  it  beceflary 
for  the  believers  to  mike  fome  addilhnal  apo^ 
hgjti  in  order  to  (how,  that  they  are  not  quite 
fo  ignorant  of  the  hi^Ory  of  the  ftage,  of  the 
ftudies  of  Shakfpcare,  of  of  the  fucceffive  ftat6 
of  the  English  language,  as  the  public  accufer 
cMceits^.  They  cannot  remain  filent,  with- 
out pleading  guilty  to  the  charge,  which,  as 
it  attacks  reputation,  involves  life  in  the  iiTuet 
Driven  thus  by  neceiiity,  (he  believers  may 
exclaim  with  Lear : 

* -^-----*- We  know  not  how  flwtW/ may  rsb 

«  The  treafury  of  life,  when  Hfc  itfclf 

^  Yields  to  ti^  *eft        .'i>   »     "i  ■  j    i  >/* 


rUX.— 

Of   rnt  HISTOEY  or    ths    STAQB, 

When  we  vixn  our  attention  to  the  paftiincs 
oi  our  anccftgrs,  who  w^re  brave,  but  illite-* 
nte^  We  perceive^  that  they  delighted  mort 
i))  ruch  fports,  as  ftfembkd  the  gm^lin^  vf* 

[i)  lb.  364. 

Z  9  pur 
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gflur  of  war^  than  the  modejl  Jiillnefs  of  peac^^^ 
^dt^nafn0nts:  ycre,  in  thofe  times,  not  only, 
the  detight.of  barqnSy  bold;  but  of  ladies^ 
gay  {a)^  In  the  regulation  of  the  boufehold^ 
by  Henry  Tii,  it  is.  ordained^  that  thre^  dayca 
after  the  coronations  "  tlie^Queene,  and  all  the 
•^  ladies  in  their  frefheft  array,  may  go  to  bc- 
«  hold  the  (^)^^J>'!  but,  not  to,  fee  thtp/ay. 
Even  as  late  as  15 1 5,  Henry  yiii,  on  May-day, 
in  the  morning,  with  Queeix  Katherine,  and: 
n^ny  lords,  and  ladies,  rode  a-^mayi^g  fronx 
Greenwich,  to  Shooter's-hill ;  where  they^ 
vcre  entertained  by  Robin  Hood,  and  his, 
ipen,  tp  their  great  contentment  (c).  Wh^le, 
the  people  were  yet  grofs,.  the  fports  of  the 


'{a)  Warton's  Hid.  of  Poetry,  vol.  ii.  £  7. 

W  j|9«4feb(Jd  Ordinances  pub.  by.the  Aot,  Sqc.  1790,. 
p.  124.— ^^  ju(ls,0nd.touniaments,  were  a  court  recreadoDy 
*^  in  former,  days,  at  foleiun  times,  aiul  lafted  to  the  brgin- 
**  iiing  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  In  April  1560,  were 
"  great  jufts  at  Weftminftcr,  and  running  at  the  tilt.*^ 
[Strype's  Stow,  vol.  i.  p.  300.]  This  obfervation  might 
have'  been  extended,  perhaps,  to  the  end  of  that  reign :  Fc)r, 
\hxA  a paymenty  on  the  29th  of  November  1601,  ^unto 
**  George  Johnfon,  keeper  of  the  Spring-garden^  of£-f>y  fi>r 
<<  a  fcafibtd,  which  he  had  ereAed  againft  the  park-watt, 
<<  in  the  tt]t*yard  y  and  which  was  taken  for  the  xife  of  the 
<f  Gwif//V  Egmound,  fo  fee  the  tilters.*'  [Counctl-jr6gJ»] 

(c)  Stow's  Hift.  of  London,  edit.  1754,  vol.i«  p.  304. 

.     '    '  field 
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field  being  agreeable  to  their  natures,  were 
more  encouraged,  from  policy,  than  the  efFe-' 
minate  paftimes  of  "  a  city-feafi*^ 

It  was  with  the  revival  of  learning,  during 
the  middle  ages,  that  a  new  fpecies  of  enter* 
fainment  was  introduced,  which  was  addreffed 
rather  to  the  intelleft,  than  to  the  eye.  A' 
religious  colloquy,  which  was  aptly  called  a* 
myjieryy  was  contrived,  without  much  inven- 
tion, indeed,  and  without  plan ;  confifting,* 
often,  of  the  allegorical  characters,  Faitb^ 
Hope^  Charity^  Sin,  and  Death.  The  iwj^^-* 
ries  were  originally  reprcfented  in  religious 
houfes,  in  which  places  only  learning  was,  in 
thofe  days,  cultivated ;  and  whence  inftrudion 
of  every  kind  was  difperfed  among  a  rude 
people.  The  ancient  myfteries  were  intro- 
duced upon  the  fame  principle,  which  has 
often  been  adduced  in  defence  of  the  modern 
drama,  that  they  inJiruSted,  by  pkajing,  and 
pleafedy  by  inJirucHng.  While  few  could  read; 
and  at  a  time  when  few  were  allowed  to  pe^ 
rufe  the  Scriptures^  religious  truths  of  thtf 
greateft  importance  were,  in  this  manner^ 
pleafantly  conveyed  to  illiterate  hiinds.  Thu^j^ 
too,  was  the  rudencfs  of  their  manners  graA 
dually  changed  into  the  fofter  modes  of  po-^ , 
lifhed  life  :   And,  at  length,  tne  myfieriex  ob- 

Z  3  tained 
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^}t)ed  a  con<lW^ft  pvcr  the  tournament^  which 
W2|  }efs  rcUihedy  ^s  (nanners  were  more  re* 
fined,  and  were  lefs  frequented,  as  the  inind 
Wj4  eleVai;^  tQ  <i  grafter  defire  of  gentle 
peacR. 

pu^  the  inventk>n  of  printiiig»  and  the  intra* 
4v€tion  of  learnings  made  tbc  m^eri^  of  ruder 
times»  lef^  necef&rys  when  a  new  age  was 
induced  by  more  knowledge^  and  civUi^,  ta 
pra<5tife  new  cuftoms.  Henry  the  viiith  tried 
^0  SiMi(h  tJbe  m^erks  by  adl  of  {d)  parlia* 
ment ;  anc)  the  Puritans  with  ^  wilder  fpirit^ 
^ut  more  eiFedual  fuccefs^  e^i^pjod^  the  re- 
ligious dnanias,  as  finfv^^  ^nd  iacrilegious  i 
though  they  had  been  authoriied  by  popes,  for 
the  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  and  epcpuraged 
by  bi(hops,  for  the  polifh  of  manners. 

fi%  the  people  advanced  frona  rudep^fs  to 
fp^n^ment,  the  t/fyfteries  were  fucceedecT  by 
fbe  nmr^lities.  S^pii(:ity  now  gave  way  a 
|itt)e  tp  art.  Chafad^rs  began  to  be  deJineat* 
t4t  by  the  introdu^ion  of  hiftoF^c$J  per£Dn« 
ff^,  in  the  room  oi  allegorical  beings  i  an4 
plot  to  be  att^inptec^  by  the  unravelment  of 
fonwc  fable^  fqr  the  incijlcation  of  fome  m(^al« 
The  reign  cif  Edward  the  4th  is  iiippoied  ta 

be 


ht  the  epoch  of  tmndkies.  The  fe^  til 
Henry  the  7th  was  the  period  of  the  greatest 
prevalence  of  thofe  moralkiefi:  Bot,  diey 
wm>c  not  oftea  a£ked>  during  Elizabeth's  ni^ 
ef  gradual  improvement.  ^ 

The  mara/ities  gave  place^  in  their  tarn*  to 
^  {e)  IMTERIUDS  ;  Jmetking  fkyed^  iayi 
Johnfon,  at  the  intervak  rffejiivity^  a  hxce^  of 
drama»  of  the  lowed  order.  It  ieems  cert$in» 
then,  that  in  eyery  period  <^  our  apnals,  w« 
had  players  of  fcxne  fpeciesi  for  the  benefit  of 
inftruAion,  and  the  purpofe  of  anjolement* 
Henry  the  viith»  *'  the  qwenCi  and  my  l^idye 
!^  the.  Kyog's  moder/'  amuied  themfdves 
.with  a  play  at  Candlemaf  (/)*  Henry  tb^ 
viiuh  ^s,  probably,  the  firft  of  our  kipgs^  who 
formed  an  eftabliihment  of  players,  for  the 
amofement  of  his  many  qwenes  *,  but^  he  was 
ihe  firft,  who  introduced  a  mq/Ur  of  the  reveisp 

(/)  Henry  8th  placed  on  his  houfehold  eftablifbnient //^^/ 
flayers  tf  inUrludes^  at  ^.  3,  6.  8.  each,  yearly.  This 
outnber,  aiid  filary>  continued  to  the  reign  of  Jmws  \tu 
.  The  eight  players  could  only  prefent  a  diama  of  a  veryfim* 
ple^  and  imperfedt,  fonn. 

(/)  Sleevens's  Shak.  vol.  u  p»  151-3.  Hen.  jtb,  ivbo 
was  not  apt  to  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  gave,  as  d»ricy.tD 
the  players^  that  begged  by  the  way,  6  flxs.  8ds.  There  wer^ 
in  bis  reign^  not  only  plajifSy  in  Lwiani  but,  Fnwfofhgtn^ 
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S)!r  pnHnotiog^  mijtb,  aod.  at  the  iame  tisnii, 

^r«f«rying  orcjcf  •  ; 

,  :Sp^  ^%?»  and  /i$^  i^>  are  the  n^cei&ry 
«(MiC9aiitan.t8  of  each  otber«  Even  the  Re^ 
formation^  a  neccflary  good,  bropght  with  it 
religious  coQieA^  its  concomitant  evil.  The 
po^s,  and  the  players,  who  were  to  live  by. 
pk^fingt  prefented  to  the  people  fuch  Jrama^, 
{IS,  pleafed^  rather  than  inftrudted  ;  offered  to 
%  cqarfe  ^populace  what  was  profitable^  nither 
ihan  what  was  fit. 

^  Next^  Cm^Jy  appear'dt  with  great  appIauTe, 
^  Till  her  licentious  and  abuflve  tongue, 
'      ^  Weakcn'd  the  magiftratc's  coercive  power." 

Sucfia  gcyvernment,  indeed,  as  Henry  the 
Tifith  bequeathed  to  his  infant  fon,  neceflarily 
'produced  every  kind  of  grievance.  One  of 
ttc  "firft  complaints  of  Edward  Vlth's  reign. 
Vasthe-feditioufncfs  of  the  '*  common  players 
•^  of  interludes  and  playcs,  as  well  within  the 
" .  city  of  London,  as  elfe .  where/'  On  the 
6th  of  Auguft  1547,  there  iflucd  **  ji  pro^ 
.*f  clamacion  for  the  inhibition  of  players  [g)^' 

And, 

{g^  I  here  print  this  documnt'^  which  has  been  miftated, 
*^and  niifrepreftntfcd,  from  the  colleftion  **  Of  fuche  procla- 
*«  macions,  as  have  been  fette  furthe  by  the  Kyngc's  Majef- 
•«  tie,*'  and  imprinted  by  Richard  Grafton,  in  1550:— 
•  .  «  Forafmufche,  as  a  greate  not)er  of  thoft,  that  be  com- 
-  «  oion 
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And,  the  maker  was>  in  that  reign,  feiit  to  the 
Tower,  for  the  writing  of  plays ;  the  offence 

being 

*<  mon  plaiers  of  enteriudes  and  plates,  as  well  within  the 
^  citie  of  London,  as  els  where,  within  the  realtne,  do  for 
^  the  mofte  part  plaie  fuche  interludes,  as  contain  matter, 
^  tendyng  to  fedicion,  and  cmtempnyng  of  iundery  good 
^  orders  U  lawes,  whereupon  are  growen,  and  daily  arc 
^  like  to  growe,  and  enfue  muche  difquiet,  diuido,  tumultes 
**  &  uprores  in  this  realme  the  Kynges  Majeftie,  by  the  ad- 
^  vife  and  confent  of  his  dereft  uncle,  Edward  duke  of  So* 
<*  raerfet,  gouernour  of  his  perfone,  and  proteAor  of  his 
^<  realmes  dominions  and  fubiedes,  and  the  reft  of  his  high- 
<<  nes  priuie  counfall,  ftraightly  chargeth  and  commaundetb, 
^<  al  and  euery  his  majefties  fubiedes,  of  whatlbever  ftate^ 
f*  order,  or  degree  thei  bee,  that  fro  the  ix  daie  of  this  pre- 
^^  fent  moneth  of  Auguft,  untill  the  feaft  of  all  Sainftes  nexte 
**  comrayng,  thei  ne  any  of  them,  openly  or  fecretly,  plaie  in 
^  the  Englifli/ tongue,  any  kinde  of  interlude,  plaie,  dia- 
^  logue,  or  other  matter  fet  furthe  in  forme  of  plaie,  in  any 
*^  place,  publique  or  priuate,  within  this  realme  upo  pain 
^^  that  wbofoever  (hall  plaie  in  Engliihe  any  fuche  play,  in- 
<^  terlude,  dialogue,  or  other  matter,  fhall  fufFre  imprifon- 
<^  ment,  U  further  punifhmeT,  at  the  pleafure  of  his  majeftie. 
**  For  the  better  execution  whereof  his  majeftie,  by  the  faud 
*<  aduife  and  confent,  ftraightly  chargeth  aiid  comm^detb, 
<^  all  and  finguler  maiors,  ftierifes,  bailifes,  conft'ables,  hed^ 
**  borowes,  tithyng  men,  juftices  of  peace,  \and  al  other  his 
«*  majefties  hcd  officers  in  al  y«  partes  throughout  the  realme, 
*^  to  geve  order  and  fpeciall  heede,  that  this  proclamaclon 
<<  be  in  all  bchalfes,  well  and  truely  kept  and  obferued,  as 
<<  thei  and  every  of  them,  te3er  his  bighnes  pleifure,  and 
^^  will  auoyde  his  indignacioiu" 

Tlie 
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being  probably  aggravated  bjr.diibbedknce  tA 
feme  injufiAion  {b\.  The  jealooiyy  and  ilridT 
jtipft^  of  that  period,  would  only  permit  the 
players  of  the  higheft  noblemen  to  play, 
wk|>in  their  own  houfes(/)*    The  court  of 

Edward 

The  procTamatk>B  tiehig  but  temporary,  dU  not  take 
dpWH)  but  oiilv  clear  the  ftage^  for  ^  tiint,  hy%  Fuller ;  re- 
fymed  ep^erlu(dcs  (as  they  term  thei|i}  being  afterward  per- 
spitted :  Yea^  in  the  firft  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  icripture- 
|]9ie^  were  a^ted  even  in  the  church  it  felf,  which,  in  my 
cpinioa,  the  more  pious>  the  more  profane,  (looping,  fiuth  ta 
fiuicy,  and  abating  the  majeftic  of  Qod's  word.  Sucb  p€^ 
fffinfs  might  ivfonoy  not  eJifoy  though  indulged  the  igno^ 
laoce  of  that  age :  For^  though  children  may  be  played  into 
karnii^^  all  muft  be  wrought  into  religion^  by  ordinances  of 
divfiie  infiiiutionsy  and  the  nuans  ought  to  be  as  feriouiy  at 
tba  ind  isfecreL  [Church  Hift*  Cent.  xvi.  p.  392.]  It  zf^ 
pears,  fays  Mr.  Malone,  ^  from  the  proclamation  [of  Edward 
^  the  vith]  that  the  favourers  of  Popery  about  thattimebad 
^  levelled  feveral  dramatick  inve£iives  agatnft  Archbiihop 
^  Cranmer,  and  the  dodrines  of  the  Reformers.**  [Shak. 
voL  u  part  ii.  p.  25.]  Yet,  we  fee,  that  the  proclamation 
does  not  bear  him  out  in  his  aiTertion,  which  was  probably 
n^ade,  like  ibme  other  of  his  afiertions,  without  feeing  the 
document. 

(i)  III  tbe  cptmcil-regifier^  appears  the  following  order: 
mm^^  At  Greenwich,  lOth  June  1552,  It  was  this  day  order'- 
•*  cd.  That  tbe  Lord  Trcafurer  Ibould  fend  for  the  poet, 
^  which  is  in  the  Tower  for  making  pUtjSy  and  to  deliver 
^  him:* 

(f )  A  letter  was  written  from  tbe  privy  council,  on  the 
txjl  June  1551,  to  tbe  Marquis  of  Doriet^  ^^  iignitying 

^  licenfe 


£dward  had^  however^  a  few  Joyou3  moments^ 
Militaiy  triumphs  were  exfaibiteci  ^*  at  Shrove^ 
''tide,  and  at  Twclftidc  {k)  :"  At  the  fefti.* 
vals  of  Chriftmas,  and  Candlemas^  A  lord  tf 
the  pafiimes  was  appointed^  ^sApky^s  were  af6t- 
ed ;  and  for  the  greater  joy$ufanci^  poetf  of 
the  greateft  talents  were  fought,  to  prooiot^ 
ibftivity,  George  Ferrers,  aperfon  of  fuperior 
rank,  who  was  educated  at  Oxfords  and  enterq^ 
at  Lincohi's-inn ;  and  who  was  a  gentlemaa 
belonging  to  the  Protestor  Someriet,  was  em« 
fdoyed,  as  the  lord  of  the  paftimes(/)«  Wiilian 
Baldwyn,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Oxford  and 
another  of  the  celebrated  authors  of  the  Myr^ 
PQur  for  Magijirates,  was  appointed  to  Jet 

^^  licenfe  to  be  granted,  for  to  have  his  players,  play  only  ia 
*'  hit  lordihip's  prefence."    [Council-regr.] 

{k)  On  the  i^tfa  Janry.  1547,  a  warrant  wa$  ifltaed  fi}t 
/•6a  8#.  10  d.  to  Sir  Thomas  Darcy,  for  pikes,  lancts, 
and  pther  nectaries,  for  che  Trimnpbj  at  Shrove-tMe^  and 
for  weapons  at  Twelttide.   [Council-regr.J 

(/}  A  warrant  was  ifiiied,  on  the  3od&  November  15529 
to  pay  George  Ftrrjs^  being  appointed  to  be  Lord  of  die  Paf* 
times,  in  the  King's  Majefties  houfe,  this  Chriftmas  jf  •XOo» 
towards  the  neceflkrypharge^s.  {Council-reg'.]  Stowfiiys^ 
jtha^t  he  fo  plcta£mtly  behaved  himfelf,  the  King  had  great  dc* 
ii^ht  in  his  paftimes.  George  Ferrers^  who,  we  (ee,  waft 
called  f'errysy  died  i^  1579.  There  is  an  accurate  account 
of  him  in  Warton'js  Hift.  of  Poetry,  voL  iii.  p.  aij, 

forth 
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jwtb  a  play  {rn)l  Edward  had  a  •  regular 
tftabKftimcnt  of  players  of  interludes  j  and  ot 
(^)  mynfirels^  and  Jinging  men,  who  fung  in' 
the  King's  prefence(^).  But,  the  feftivities 
of  Edward's  days  were  foon  clouded  over  by 
the  reign  of  blood,  which  fucceeded  his  pre* 
mature  demiie. 

The  gloom,  which  hung  over  the  court  of 
Mary,  did  not  fpread  far  beyond  the  influence 
of  her  prefence.  In  London,  and  in  Canter- 
bury, in  Eflcx,  and  in  Yorkfhire,  plays  con- 
tinued to  be  a(fted,  becaufe  they  were  agreea- 
ble to  the  country,  however  difpleafing  to 
the  court,  which,  in  its  own  darknefs,  faw 
danger  from  merriment,  and,  from  its .  owii 
weaknefs,  perceived  fedition,  in  the  hilarity  of 

(«)  A  letter  was  written,  on  the  28th  Janry  XS5|,  to 
Sir  Thomas  Cawcrden,  the  mafier  of  the  revels,  to  fumilh 
William  Baldwin,  who  was  appointed  to  fet  forth  a  play, 
before  the  King,  upon  Candlemas-day,  at  night,  with  all 
neceflaries. 

(«)  In  1547,  the  eftaUtlhment  confided  of  Hugh  Woude- 
bolts,  marihal,  of  John  Abbes,  Robert  Stouchy,  Hugh 
Grene,  and  Robert  Norman,  mynftrels,  whofe  wages 
anoouQted  to  each  fifty  marks  a  year.  [Council-regifter.J 

(d)  A  warrant  was  iflucd  on  the  14  June  i  S48,  to  pay 
Richard  Atkih(bn,  in  recompeme  of  forty  marks  yearly,  that 
he  had  of  the  King's  Majeftie  for  finging  before  him. 
[Council-regifter.  J 

the 
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the  draroa*  Special  orders  were,  accordin^y^ 
iflUed  to  prevent  the  acting  of  plays  in- par- 
ticular places  {f).  When  thefe  failed  of  ef- 
^^  a  general  order  was  illued  from  the  ftar^ 
chan)ber,  in  Eafter  term  iSS7  **  requiring  the 
juftices  of  the  peace,  in  every  ihire^  to  fuflfcr 
no  players,  whatfoever  the  matter  were,  to 
play,  withia  their  feveral  jurifdidions.  But, 
tbeie  injundtions,  as  they  were  difpleafing  to 
the  people,  were  not  every  where  enforced ; 
and  the  ilrolling  players  found  means  to  fave 
themfelvcs  from  the  penalties,  which  the  law 
iaflided  on  vagabonds  {q).    The  magiftratea 

of 

{p)  The  privy-council  wrote  to  Lord  Rich,  on  the  Z4th 
of  February  155^  ^^  thaC  where  [as]  there  is  a  ftage  play 
^appointed  to  be  played  this .  Shrovetide  at  Hatfield- Bra^ 
^  dock,  in  Eflex,  his  Lordlhip  is  willed  to  ftay  the  iamoy 
**  and  to  examine,  who  (hould  be  the  players,  what  the  ef- 
**  feft  of  the  play  is,  with  fuch  other  circumftances  as  he 
f<  Ihall  think  meet,  and  to  fignify  the  fame  hither/*  Inquiry 
<bon  found,  however,  that  neither  the  play,  nor  the  players^ 
were  very  dangerous.  And,  on  the  19th  of  the  lame  mont^ 
a  letter  of  thanks  was  written  by  the  privy-council  *«  to  the 
«  Lord  Rich  for  his  travel  in  ftaying  the  ftage  play ;  and 
«  requiring  him  for  that  he  knoweth  the  players  to  be  hoiieft 
^  houfeholders  and  quiet  perfons,  to  fet  them  again  at  11-^ 
<<  berty,  and  to  have  fpecial  care  to  (lopf  the  like  occafions 
^  of  aflembling  the  people  hereafter/^ 

{q)  See  the  letter  from  the  privy-council  to  the  prefident 
gf  the  north,  dated  th«  30th  April  1556,  in  Strype's  M«m« 

voL 
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rf Oantfcrbtify  were  remarkably  adive  in  obey-* 
|ng  thofe  orders ;  in  committing  the  players^ 
5nd  fcizing  their  lewd  play^^book  (r).     But, 

the 

loL  iii*  iippx.  its  i  and  Lodge's  lUuft.  yal«  i.  f.  aia.  Ill 
(be  fubfequeot  year»  the  orders,  which  were  fent  into  the 
north,  were  iflued  to  every  other  (hire*  A  letter  of  thanks 
♦ras  Written  by  the  privy-council,  on  die  i  ith  of  July  1557^ 
io  die  Lord  Ricb^  tcmchtng  dSe  phycrs ;  and  fignifying  to 
bil  Lofd&ip  *^  that  order  was  given  in  the  ftar-chamber 
^  openly  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  every  (hire,  this  laft 
^  term,  that  they  ihould  fufFer  no  players,  whatfoever  th^ 
^  matter -was,  to  play,  efpecially  this  fammer,  which  order 

*  his  LordOiip  ift  willed  to  obferve,  and  t«»  caufe  them  that 
^  ihall  enterprise  the  contrary  to  be  puniflied.''— A  fimilar 
letter  was  written,  on  the  (ame  day,  to  the  juftices  of  the 
l^etce  iorjfcbe  county  of  tttkxi  <^  fignifying,  that  as  they 
^  irere  admoniOied  this  laft  term  in  die  ftar-chamber,  it  t» 
^  dionght  flrange,  "^t  they  have  not  aocordin^y  aocom^ 
^  pliihed  die  feme/'  [Cotincil-regifter.] 

(r)  The  privy-council,  on  the  27th  of  June  1557,  wrote 
a  letter  to  ^  John  Fuller,  the  Mayor  of  Canterbury,  of  thanks 
^^  for  his  diligence,  in  the  apprehending  and  committing  of 
<<  the  phyers  to  Ward,  whom  he  is  willed  to  keep  (b,  until 
*<  he  ihall  receive  further  orders  from  hence.  And  in  the 
^  mcsn  [time]  their  lewd  play-book  is  committed  to  the 
^  conTideratlon  of  the  tCi^g^s  and  Queen^s  Majefty's  learned 
^  council,  who  art  willed  to  declare  what  the  fame  waieth 
««  imto  in  the  law  i  whereupon  he  ihall  receive  further  order 
^  from  hence,  toifching  the  (aid  players/'  On  tb^  iith 
of  Auguft  1557,  another  letter  was  feitt  ^  to  the  mayor  and 
^  aldermen  of  Canterbury,  with  the  lewd  play-book,  fent 

*  li^  \>f  dAm,  tod  die  ncamlnations  9lfo  of  the  playen 

«  tiierecf| 
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the  mayot  of  London  feems  nek,  like  his 
brother  of  Canterbury,  to  hare  tiierited,  on 
that  occafion,  the  thanks  of  the  privy-councit 
for  his  zcil  againft  plays  {s).    On  the  5th  of 

Bfeptembei* 

^  thereof,  tvbich  they  are  willed  to  confider,  and  to  follow 
^  the  order  hereof  figniHed  uato  them,  which  was,  that  upon 
<«  underftanding  what  the  law  was,  touching  the  (aid  lewd 
«  ptay,  thfcy  fhould  thereupon  proceed  againft  die  jAzjett 
<<  fbrthwitb,  Bccording  10  the-  ikine,  and  the  qualities  «f 
^  their  offences ;  which  orde^  they  are  willed  to  follow) 
<*  without  delay."  [Council»regifter  of  tbofe  dates.] 

(i)  A  letter  was  WtitlBO  by  the  privy-councll,  on  the4lfc 
June  1557,  ^^  ^  Lord^mayor  of  London,  ^  That  whert[as] 
^  there  were  yefterday  certain  naughty  piays  p}ayed  in  Loa- 
^  don  (as  the  Lords  here  are  informed)  He  is  willed  both 
^  to  malce  feafch  for  the  iktd  players;  and  having  found 
^  them,  t»  fend  them  to  the  commilQonert  for  religion,  m 
<f  be  by  them  further  ordered.  And  alfo  to  take  order,  that 
^  no  play  be  made  henceforth  within  the  city,  except  the 
•*  (ame  be  firft  feen  and  allowed  and  the  players  authorifed.** 
•— »On  the  5th  of  September  ISS7>  the  privy-council  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Lord-mayor  of  London.^— ^  To  give  order 
^  forthwith,  that  fome  of  his  officers  do  forthwith  repair  to 
^<  the  BoarS'heaJj  without  Aldgate,  ^ere,  the  Lords  are  in- 
«  formed  a  leWd  play,  called  a  Sad  full  of  News,  fhall  be 
**  played  this  day ;  The  players  thereof,  he  is  willed,  to  ap^- 
y  prdiend,  arid  to  commit  to  ward,  until  he  (hall  hear  fur- 
^^  ther  from  henCe;  and  to  take  their  play^boolc  from  them, 
'^  and  to  fend  the  lame  hither/'  The  Lord- mayor  ap« 
pears,  to  have  pim£hially  obeyed.  Ancl,  on  the  morrow,  the 
privy-council  wrote  soother  letter  tQtHe lame maglflrate % 

♦*  veiling 
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September  i  ^^j^  he  was-  orxlered  to  caufc  hk 
officers  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  Boars^head^ 
without  Aldgate>  and  to  apprehepd  the  play- 
ers, who  were  then,  and  there,  to  reprefcnt 
a  lewd  play,  called  A  Sack  full  of  News  i 
which  was  thereupon  fo  compleatly  fupprcfled, 
is  to  prevent  its  fubfequent  publication. 
The  reprefentation  of  this  lewd  play  induced 
the  privy- council  to  dired  the  Lord  Mayor 
to  fufier  no  plays  to  be  played,  within.London^ 
hat  fucb  as  iverefeen  a7id  allowed  by  the  Ordinary. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Queen  continued  the 
boufehold  eftablifhment,  which  her  &ther  had 
made,  for  eight  players  of  interludes.  The 
jgreat  poet  of  her  reign  was  John  Heywood, 
the  epigrammatiil,  who  fled  from  the  face  of 
£lizabethr,  at  the  revival  of  the  reformation^ 
Which  immediately  fucceedcd  her  acccffion. 
Jf  any  drama  were  printed,  during  the  reign 
x>f  Mary,  it  has  cfcaped  the  eyes  of  the  moft 
diligent  colle<ftors. 

^  wining  him  to  fet  at  liberty  the  players,  by  him  apprc- 
«  hen4ed,  by  order  from  hence  ycfterday,  and  to  give  them 
^  and  all  other  players  throughout  the  city,  in  command- 
^  ment  and  charge,  not  to  pky  any  plays,  but  between  the 
<<  feafts  of  All-faints  and  Shrovetide,  and  then  only,  fuch 
«  a%  an  fan  and  allowed  by  tbi  Or^nary.*^  [Council- 
rtgiftcr  of  tbofc  ^(itcs.] 

The 
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.  Tile  fan  of  Btisabatk  r6fe^  la  KofttnibeC 
1 558,  and  went  not  down,  uAtU  Alari:;h  160^; 
This  reign,  as  it  thus  appears  to  have  been 
long  in  its  duratiqn,  and  is  celebrated  for  the 
wifHom  of  its  meafures,  enabled  learnings  by 
its  kindly  influeooes,  to  make  a  viaft  prc^reft  t 
and  affifted  the  ftage,  by  its  falutary  regula- 
tions, to  form  a  ufeful  eftabliflunent.  What 
Auguflus  (aid  o£  Rome,  may  be  remarked  of 
Elizabeth,  and  the  ftage,  that  ihe  fbuiid  it 
brickj  and  left  it  marble.  The  perfecutions  xit 
preceding  governments  had,  indeed,  left  her 
without  a  theatre,  without  dramas,  and  with* 
out  players  (/).  Thefe  pofitions  appear,  fixMn 
what  has  been  already  faid ;  and  are  con- 
firmed by  A  Bt^eif  Eftimatt  which  I  dif- 
covered  in  the  paper « office  ;  and  whichf 
being  very  interefting  in  its  matter^  and  cu- 

(t)  From  a  document*  in  the  paper*office,  it  appears,  that 
Queen  Elizabeth  had  fuch  an  eftabli(hment  of  muficiansi 
and  players,  as  her  &ther  had  made:— 

Musicians  ;  as  Trumpeters,  Luters,  Harpers, 
Singers,  Rebecks,  ViaJlf,  Sagbutts, 
Bagpipes,  Mynftrels,  Domeflads, 
Flutes,  Players  '  on  Inftruments, 
Makers  of  Inftruments  ^  Salarys 
yearly    •-•----•    jf^^O  —  — 

Players  of  Interludsb    -    -   -    -    r    -•    21  13  4 

A  a  rious 
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qkxis  in  its  manner,  is  fiibjoined  in  tho  mar* 
ginal  note  below  (2^)« 

Such 

f «)  *<  A  Brief  Eftimat  off  all  the  cargcs  againft  Crift- 
<•  mas  and  Candellmas  fFor  iij  Plays  at  Wyndfor  w»*.  tharc 
^  neceffiuies  and  previcions  ffer  the  Garages  and  Recarages 
^  of  the  fiune  ftufF  and  all  oFdinarie  charges  and  alUbo 
<*  for  the  conveyinge  of  the  ftuff  in  to  the  cleane  ayrc  and 
^  iave  keplnge  of  die  fame  in  Anno  Sexto  Elizabeth.  And 
••  aHfoo  in  the  feme  yeare  the  ix*^.  of  June  Rcpayringe  and 
•*.  new  makinge  of  thre  Maflces  with  thare  hole  furniture 

*  and  DiV  devifles  and  a  Caftle  iFor  ladies  and  a  harboure 
<<  fFor  Lords  and  thre  Harrolds  and  iiij  Trompetours  too 
^  bringein  theDcvife  with  the  Men  of  Armes  and  fhowen 

*  at  the  Courtte  of  Richmond  before  the  Qiiens  Ma'*«. 
«  and  the  French  Embaffitoars  i«.  And  div«  [divers]  Eyr- 
^  rings  Repayringe  and  Tranflatinge  of  funderie  garments 
^*  ffbr  playes  att  Cridmas  axid  Shroftid  in  Anno  Septimo 
"  Elizabeth  and  many  thinge^  mion J  [commiffioned]  and 
««  ftirnefhed  w*'*.  ware  nott  fene  and  much  ftuff  bought  &*. 

I563-*CriAmas  wages  or  dieats  of  the  Of* 
ficers  &  Tayllors  Paynters  Silkwemen 
mccrs  [mercers]  Lyncn  Drappers 
ppertie  makers  and  other  neceflaries 
H  provicions  occupied  and  bought 
fFor  the  fame   ------^^59114 

1563— Candellmas  ffoUowiiige  wages  or  dieats 
of  the  officers  and  Tayl^'\  Silk- 
wcmen  mcers  [mercers]  Skynars  and 
ppertie  makers  and  other  neceflaries 
and  provicions    ••..-.     10    65 

1564— Eyrringe  [airing]  and  Repayringe  in 
April]  foUowinge  wages  or  dieats  of 

the 
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Such  was  the  {bte  of  the  drama^  when 
Shakfpeare  was  born*  We  fhall  perceive 
that,  before  he  came  out  upon  the  ftage^ 
great  improvements  had  been  made  in  the 

plays; 

the  officers  and  Tayllors  |ivicions  and 

neceflaries  &  other  ordinarie  charges^    856 

i564~The  ix«*».  of  June  Tranflattinge  new 

At  Richrno^"     makinge  of  thre  maflces  and  other 

Mow  Gonvi     Devifles  againft  the  Frend)  Em- 

baffitours    cominge    to    Richmond    ; 

wages  or  dieats  of  the  officers  and 

Tayllors  payntars  workinge  uppon 

the  Caftle  and  other  devifles  &  nicers 

[mercers]  fibr  Ikrfiiet  and  other  ftuiF 

and  Lynen  Drappars  fFor  canvas  to 

cov*  [cover]  y'  withal  and  Silkwemen 

for  ffirenge  and  tafialles  to  garnefh  the 

old  garments    to  make  them  feme 

fre(h  agayne  and  other  pvicions  ic 

neceflaries     -      -------    87     96 

1564— Erryinge  [airing]  Repayringe  in  Aguft 
followinge  wages  or  dieats  of  the 
oiScers  ic  Tayllo'V  Silkwemen  fpr 
fFrenge  &  taflells  and  other  neceflaries    1 1  1 8    4 
f  564— Erryinge  [airing]  in  September  follow- 
inge wages  or  dieats  of  the  Officers 
and  Tayllo'^    &  other  j^vicions  and 
neceflaries       -------      868 

1564— 'Criftmas    Anno    Septimo    Elizabeth 
waees  or  dieats  of  the  Officers 

Edwd  Haycdy  f ^     .,  ,  . 

and  Tayllo^*.  payntars  workinge 
div»   f  divers]  Cities   and  Towns 

Aa  a  Carvers 
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fl^y^ ;  in  tke  a£fcor$  ;  and  in  the  thdatre  ; 
bnt  tbat  much  was  f|iU  waatiog  to  reduce 
dramatk  reprefentatioQS  into  the  moil  per* 

&fSt  4orm. 

•      When 

Csa^ers  Silk«wemen  for  frenge  ic 
vSklk  nioers  [mercers]  fFor  Sarfiiett 
and  odier  StuflF  and  Lynen  Drappars 
forcanvas  to  cor-  [cover]  div*  [| divers] 
townes  and  howfles  and  other  De- 
vifles  and  Clowds  for  a  Ma(ke  and  a 
Showe  and  a  playe  by  the  Childerne 
of  the  Chaple  ffbr  Rugge  buinbayft 
an  cottone  ffor  hofle  and  other  gvi- 
cions  and  necefiaries  -^**->^87  7  8 
£rryinge  [airing]  in  Icnevery  fFor  cayr- 
tejK  pkyes  by  the  gramar  Ikolle  of 
W^mynfte'  and  the  Childerne  of 
Fowled  wages  or  dieats  of  the  Officers 
and  Tayllo^*.  Mercers  and  other  pro- 
vicions  ^  •  •«..•..  868 
1564— The  1 8*^  of  Februerie  wages  or  dieats 
*.«.„„»»        «>f  *«  Officers  and  TayU 

Sir  Percjvall  Hart*i  Soni      ,  ,  .  -^ 

lors  paynttars  workinge 
uppon  div' [divers]  Cities  and  Towns 
and  the  Emperours  Pallace  &  other 
Deviiies  carvars  aicers  for  farfnett 
and  other  Ruff  &  Lynen  Drappars 
for  canvas  to  cov"*  [cover]  the  Towns 
with  all  and  other  pvicions  for  a  playe 
maid  by  Sir  Percival  Ilartts  Sones 
W^a  mafteof  biiatars  and  div"[<iivers] 
devAiles  and  a  Rockeigr  kill  fibr  the  9 

Mullet 
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When  we  thtbw  our  eyes  upon  the  fcenic 
paftimes  of  thofe  days,  we  fee  that  Qucca 
Elizabeth  wafr  chiefly  entertained  by  children  > 
by  the  children  of  Paul's  5  by  the  childi'en  of 

Mufles  to  (inge  uppon  w'^.  a  vayno 

of  farihett  dr^wn  upp  an4  downe.  bc^- 

fore  them  &'.     •      -     -     -    -    iC  57  ^^  "^^ 

1564 — Shroftfd  ffollowinge  wage$  or  dieats  of 

S'th'ets  the  Officers  and  Tayllors  payntars 

of  Oourt .     workin^e  uppon  the  Towncs   and 

Qiaiia  PallnlCharretts  for  the  Goodefies  ajMldii^. 

drvifies  as  the  Hevens  and  Clowds 

and  foure  mafks  too  of  them  not  oc* 

cupied  nor  fenc  w***.  Aare  hole  furiii- 

*    turc  v9^\  be  vcrie  f^jrand  Riche  off 

old  ft  off  butt  new  garoiihed  w*^ 

frenge  and  taflells  to  feme  new  and 

di  V".  (howes  made  by  the  Gentillmen 

of  Greys  line   nicers  [mercers]  for 

iar&ett  and  other  AuS  Silkwemen  for 

freoge  and  taflelks  Lynen  Drappers 

I  for  canvas  ppertie  makers  and  other 

ixvicions  and  neceflaries'     -     -     -     115  —     7 
Eyrringe  [airing]  Repayringe  in  A  prill 
f  foUowingc  and  Tranflatingc  of  div'*, 

garments  w***.  thare  provicions  and 
neceifaries  for  the  fame   ,     ^     -     «     10     8     3 

444  10  II 

i — ^- 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  marginal  notes  are  in 
X/ord  Burleigh's  hand  ;  and  that  the  Re?nan  numerals  of  the 
original  document  are  convqrted  mp  JraM  numerals, 
fox  convenience. 

A  a  3  .    Weftufiioftcr  j 
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Wcftminftcr ;  by  the  children  of  the  chapel ; 
and  by  the  children  of  Windfor.  The  troth 
is,  that  our  drama  firft  took  its  rife  in  the 
fchools ;  which  were  fettled  in  the  monaf- 
teries,  or  were  eftablifhed  in  the  Univerfi- 
ties  {v).  The  fock,  and  the  bufkin,  paffcd, 
by  an  eafy  tranfition.  from  the  fchoolboys  to 
the  finging  boys.  As  early  as  the  year  1430, 
the  chorifters,  or  eleemofinary  boys  of  Max- 
toke-priory,  near  Coventry,  adted  a  play  every 
year  {w).  Henry  the  viith  was  entertained,  in- 
a  fimilar  manner,  by  the  chorifters  of  Winchef- 
ter,  in  1487  {x).  Henry  the  vmth,  Edward 
the  (y)  vitb,  and  Mary,  were,  in  their  turns, 
dramatically  amufed  by  finging  boys.  As  early 
as  the  year  1 378,  the  chorifters  of  St. Paul's  ca- 
thedral, in  London,  petitioned  Richard  the  iid» 
that  he  would  prohibit  ignorant  perfons  from 
ading  Tie  hi/lory  of  the  Old  Tefiament^  which 
the  clergy  of  that  church  had  prepared, 
at  a  great  expence,  for  public  rcprefentation, 
during  the  cnfuing  Chriftmas.  From  a<5ljng 
myjleries^  thefe  chorifters  paffed,  by  a  gradual 
progrefs,  to  the  performance  of  more  regular 
dramas  (^j).  They  became  fo  famous  for  the 
fuperiority  of  their  fcenic  fkill,  that  they  were 

(v)  Warton's  Hift.  of  Poetry,  vol.  ii.  p.  388*9. 
(fc;)  lb.  390.  (;r)  lb.  vol.  i.  p.  ao6. 

^y)  lb.  vol.  ii.  p.  {91.  (z)  Id. 

fent 
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fcnt  for,  whenever  great  entertainments  were 
given  in  the  country ;  in  order  to  contribute, ' 
by  their  mimick  art,  diverfion  to  fbe  Briton 
reveller  {a)  ^ 

The  children  of  St,  Paul's  were  the  favour* 
ite  adors,  at  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth :  And,  * 
in  confequence  of  their  celebrity,  and  fucccis, 
they  at  length  found  imitators,  and  rivals,  in  ' 
the  children  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  children 
of  the  (^)  Chapel,  and  in   the  children   of 
Windfor;  who  all  continued  to  entertain  Eli- 
zabeth, while  fhe  lived  i    though  much  fcl- 
domer  toward$  the  conqluiion  of  her  reign»  - 
as  the  eftablifhed  aAors,  neceflarily,  gained  a 
fUperiority  over  theni  in  the  apt,  and  its  ac- 
commodations (c). 

Whether 

{a)  Warton's  Hift.  pf  Poetry,  vol.  U.  p.  391. 

{b)  In  June  1552,  Richard  3ower,  the  mafter  of  tba 
King's  childen  of  the  chapel,  was  authorifed  to  take  up,  as 
many  children,  as  he  might  think  fit^  to  ferve  th^re  from 
tirtte  to  time.  [Strype's  Mem.  vqI.  ii.  p.  539-]  Ridiard 
Bbwer,  who  had  been  mafter  of  the  children  of  the  chapelt 
under  Henry  the  yilith,  apd  Edward  the  vitb,  was  continued 
in  diat  office,  on  the  30  Apr.  1559,  with  a  (alary  of ^.40*  4 
year.  [Rym.  Feed.  torn.  xv.  p.  5 1 7  ]  Commiflion$  iffucd  in 
the  4th,  9th,  and  39th  of  Elizabeth  <'  to  take  up  well  fing* 
^  ing  boys,  for  furnifliing  tiie  Queen's  chapel."  [Lyfi>n*« 
fiivirons,  vol.  i.  p.  92.] 

{c)  I  bere  (iibjpin  a  chronological  lift  of  the  feversd  pay« 

Aa4  m^ntl 
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Whether  thofe  chorifters  were  always  cbiU 
drm  may  admit  of  fome  doubt.  The  word  cbUd 

had 

ments  to  thofe  children,  as  the  rewards  of  their  perfgrqi* 

ances,  which  were  gleaned  from  the  cottnciKregifters :— « 

XqUi  Ja^ry  15^  —Paid  Sebaftian  Weftcott,  maf* 

ter  of  the  children  of  Pauls  £jb  13. 4. : 

l8th  Jairy  156^  —Paid  Sebaftian  Weftcott,  mat  . 
ter  of  the  children  of  Pauls, 
i'  for  a  play  on  Chriftmas  laft  6134 

141H  Jviry  i^r  -*Paid  Sebaftian  Weftcott,  mai^ 
ter  of  the  children  of  Pauls, 
for  two  plays  on  Chriftmas 
laft  ...         13     6  8 

ryii  Fcbry  156  J  -^Paid  John  Taylor,  mafter  of  the 
....  children  of  Weftminfter,  for 

a  play  on  Shroveitide  laft    •  6  13  4 

lath  Janry  157I  --Paid  Richard  Ferraunt,  mafter 
of  the  children '  of  Windfor, 
for  a  play  on  St.  John's  day 
laft  -        -         -         6  13  4 

.    Da  —Paid  Sebaftian  Weftcott^  maf- 

ter of  the  children  of  Pauls, 
for  a  play  on  New  year's  day 

.  .        laft         -         -•         6  13  4 

Po.  *-^Paid  John  Honnys,Gent  maf- 

ter of  the  children  of  the 
chapel,  for  a  play  on  Twelfth 
^  day  laft        -        -*      -*       6  13  4 

29^1  Febry  157}  —Paid  the  mafter  of  the  children 
of  Weftminfter,  for  a  play  on 
Shrove-tuefday  laft        «       6  13  4 
xoth  Janry  157I  —Paid  Sebaftian  W^cott,fora 

pby  at  Chriftmas  laft.  «      6  13  4 

lOth 

S 
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had  fonnerly  a  ircry  difierent  fignH&catifin,  than 
it  has  ktely  had;  as  we  may  leacn  from  our  9U 

Engli/b 

lOth  Jaftry  157!  — Paid  Richard  Ferraunt,  for  a 

p!ay  at  Chriftmas  laft   -   £,6  13  4 
29tTlDec^  1575  — ^Paid   the  mafter  of  the  chil- 
"dren  of  Windfor,  for  a  jJay 
on  St.  John's  day  laft     -     10  —«..-• 
7th  Janry  157I  — Paid    Sebaftian     [Weftcott] 
mafter  of  the  children   of 
Pauh,  for  a  play  at  Twelfth 
daykft         -  -  10— «— • 

20th  D*   157*      —Paid  the  children  of  the  cha- 
pel, for  a  play  in  Chriftmas 
holydays  laft        -         -         6  13  4. 
D*  —Paid  the  children  of  Pauls  for 

a  play  in  Chriftmas  holydays 
laft         -         -        -  6  13  4 

And     by     way    of    reward 

£.2  10.  to  each  of  them    5  — — 
20th  FeBry  1 57  f— Paid  the  mafter  of  the  children 

of  Pauls    -         -         -        6  13  4 
And  by  way  of  reward  5  marks. 
i6th  Janry  157I  — Paid  the  children  of  Pauls       1 
—Paid  the  children  of  th^  chapel  1 
Warrants  ifiued,but  nofums 
mentioned. 
12A  March  157! — ^Pald  Richard  Ferraunt,  mafter 
of  the  cKildren  of  WintSbr, 
for  a  play  on  Shrove  Monday 
laft  -        •        -  6  13  4 

And  by  way  of  reward    -  -     3    6  8 
25A  Janry  iS7rff— Paid  *®  niafter  and  children 

of  the  chapel      •        *        6  13  4 

And 
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BttgUJh  baUads  I  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the 
word  baim^  in  the  Scottifh  poets^  and  in  Shak- 

fpcare's 

Andby  way  of  reward  -      ^-S    6  8 

25th  JaSry  isy/^-^Paid  the  matter  and  children 

of  Pauls     -        -       -        lo,--  — 

30th  Janry  158$  — Paid  the  mafterofthe  children  of 
Pauls,  for  a  play  on  Twelfth 
day         -         -        -         10*^  — 

IjthFebry  1580- 1«— Paid  the  matter  of  the  children 
of  the  chapel,  for  a  play  on 
Shrove  Sunday  laft     -    -    6134 
And  by  way  of  reward      -  368 

ift  April   i582-*Paid  the  matter  of  the  children 
of  the  chapel,  for  two  plays 
on  the  laft  of  December  and 
Sbrove-tuefday         -        20  marks. 
And  by  way  of  reward    -      20nobleg, 

24th  April  1582  —Paid  the  children  of  Pauls,  for  a 
play  on  St,  Stephen's  day 

laft      -        .        .        ^10 

9th  April  1588  —Paid  Thomas  Giles,  matter  of 
the  children  of  Pauls,  for  a 
play  on  Shrove  Sunday  •     10  —  •»* 

23d  March  1^81— PaidTh<xnasGiles,  matter  of  the 
children  of  Pauls,  for  fundry 
plays  in  the  Chrittmas  holy- 
days        -        -        •        30  «•  «^ 

I  pth  Murch  I  s8/tf  -*-Paid  the  matter  of  the  children 
of  Pauls  for  three  plays  on 
Sunday  after  Chrittmas  day, 
Newyears  day,  and  Twelfth 
day  «  -  ^  jjo  -••  ■•-• 
Andby  way  of  reward      -    10  _-^ 
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fpeare's  dramas,  denotes  a  youth j  as  well  as  a 
child  ;  and  as  the  word  child  fignified  ^youth, 
and  a  youth  of  a  higher  rank ;  fb  chiid  and 
knigbtf  and  bairn  and  knight,  catae  to  be  iy-^ 
noniinous  5  as  we  may  perceive  in  the  Reliquei 
(f  Ancient  P<ietry :  Hence,  the  children  of  the 
chapel,  and  the  youths  of  the  chapel,  were, 
rcaliy,  the  fame,  though,  nominally,  different. 
Frotti  thofe  feminaries,  fome  of  the  abieft 
aAors  were  tranfplanted  into  the  regular  com- 
panies {d).  Contributing  fo  much  to  fefli- 
vity,  by  their  adling,  theVi  in  fome  meafure, 
communicated  their  denomination  of  children 
to  the  profefled  a<5kors,  by  the  name  of  the 
children  of  the  "Sl^ev^ls.     By  the  celebrity  of 

24th  June  1601  —Paid  Edward  Piers,  mafter  of 
the  children  of  Pauls,  for  a 
play  on  Newycars  day  laft  20  marks* 
And  by  way  of  reward  -  -     5  marks. 

{d)  TTie  theatrical  children  were  fometimes  kidnapped^  by 
rival  matters,  no  doubt.  One  of  the  boys  of  Sebaftian  Weft- 
cott  was,  in  this  manner,  crjTied  away  from  him  :  And,  on 
the  3dofDecember,  1375,  the  privy  council  wrote  "Aletter 
«  to  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  and  Mr,  Dodor  Wilfon;  that 
**  whereas  one  of  Sebattion*s  boys,  being  one  of  his  principall 
^  pkjrers,  is  lately  ttolen,  and  conveyed,  from  him;  they  be 
^  required  to  examine  fuch  perfons  as  Sebattian  holdech  fuf- 
^  pe£led>  and  to  proceed  with  fuch  as  be  found  faulty  aq* 
<*  CordJnj;  to  law  and  the  order  of  thi$  realm." 

their 
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their  performances,  they  even  envenomed  the 
eftablifhed  comedians  with  rhal-hattng  envy, 
as  we  may  Ipara  from  Shakfpe^re.  During 
Elizabeth's  reign,  thei-e  had  been  four  com- 
panies  of  children,  who,  under  drftin<St  mafterss 
gave  life  to  the  revelry  of  that  extended  pe- 
riod* They  continued,  after  the  accefCon  of 
King  James,  to  exhilarate  theyiw^^aw^^^j  of 
his  peaceful  reign.  And,  they  were,  deemed 
fo  important,  that  there  fom^imes  were 
-granted  royal  patents  to  particular  perfons  j 
empowering  them>  "  to  bring  up  companiea 
*^  of  children,  and  youths,  in  the  quality  of 
^*  playing  interludes,  and  ftage  plays  {e)*' 

Thus 

{e)  The  company,  conCfting  of  Robert  Lee,  Ri^hanl 
Perkins,  Ellis  Woorth,  Thomas  BafTe,  John  Blany,  John 
Cumberland  William  Robins,  who  aded  at  The  Red Bull^ 
and  had  been  the  fervants  of  Queen  Anne,  feem  to  have  ap- 
propriated to  themfelves  the  name  of  The  Comparqofthe  S^e* 
veils.  They  obtained,  in  July  1622,  a  patent,  under  the 
privy  fcal;  authorizing  them  *'  to  bring  up  children  in  the 
♦'  qualiiie  and  exercife,  of  playing  comedies  and  ftage  plays, 
<*  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  The  Children  of  the  Revels. 
[Steeven's  Shak.  1793,  vol.  ii,  p.  171.]  Similar  patents 
had  been  conferred  in  former  years.  Such  a  patent  was 
granted  under  the  great  feal,  on  the  i7thof  July  i6r5,ta 
John  Daniel,  gentleman,  one  of  the  prince's  fervants.  Thia 
authority  was  oppugned  md  rejijled^  it  feemsj  and  thereupon 
^vaa  iffued,  in  April  1618  the  {oWoyfrng  Letter  of  AJpJiance^ 

which 
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Thus  have  I  tried  to  fhed  a  few  rays  of 
brighter  light  on  this  curious  fubjcd,  which 

had 

which  was  tranicribed  from  a  copy  in  {he  paper-ofEce;  and 
cafts  fome  new  lights  on  the  hiftory  of  the  ftage  :— 

^  Alter  our  hearty  commendatioaB:  Whereas  it  pleafcd 
^  his  Alajefty  by  his  letters  patents,  under  the  great  feal  cif 
<<  England,  bearing  date  the  17th  day  of  July,  in  the  i3ch 
«  year  of  his  Highnefs's  reign  [16 15]  to  grant  unto  John 
^  Daniel,  gent:  (the  prince  his  fervant)  audiority  to  bring 
<^  up  a  company  of  children  and  youths  in  the  quality  of  play*- 
<^  ing  interludes  and  ftage  plays.  And  wee  are  informed 
<<  that  notwlthftanding  his  Majefty's  pleafure  therein  that 
^  there  are  fome  who  oppugne  and  refift  the  fald  authority  in 
«  contempt  of  hisMajcfty's  letters  patents*  In  confideration 
«  whereof  and  for  the  further  eflfeaing  and  performance  oF 
**  his  Majefty's  pleafure  therein;  wee  have  thought  good  to 
*«  grant  unto  the  faid  John  Daniel  thefe  our  Letters  of  Af- 
«  fiftance,  thereby  requiring  you,  and  in  his  Majcfty*s  name 
**  ftraighdy  chargihg  and  commanding  you  and  every  oT 
^  you,  not  only  quietly  to  permit  and  fufFer  Martin  Slaticr, 
«  John  Edmonds,  and  Nathaniel  Clay  (her  Majefties  fer- 
**  vants)  with  their  aflbciates,  the  bearers  hereof,  to  play  as 
*'  aforefaid  (as  her  Maje/iy*s  fervant s  of  her  royal  chamber  at 
**  Brifttl)  in  all  playhoufes,  town  halls,  fchool-houfes,  and 
**  o'her  places,  convenient  for  that  purpofe,  in  all  cities, 
*'  univerlities,  towns,  and  boroughs,  within  his  Majefty's 
"  realms  and  dominions,  freely,  and  peaceably,  without  any 
**  of  your  letts,  troubles,  or  moleftations :  But  as  occaiion 
**  fliall  be  offered  (they  oa:  any  of  them  having  to  fliow  his 
**  letters  patents  and  a  letter  of  afliftance  from  the  faid  John 
<*  Daniel)  to  be  likewife  aiding  and  affifting  unto  them,  they 
«  behaving  themfelves  civilly  and  Orderly,  like  good  and 
**  honeft  fubjefis,  and  doing  nothing  therein  contrary  to  tbe 

^  tenor 
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fcad  been  thrown  too  much  into  (hade,  by  the 
pcncils^  of  our  fccnic  painters.  Yet,  have  I 
perhaps  raifed,  rather  than  gratified  curiofity. 
And  thofe,  who  find  a  pleafurc,  in  reviewing 
the  amufements  of  former  tlmes»  may  wilh 
for  more  gratiiicationt  from  additional  notices* 
It  was  with  defign  to  gratify  this  rcafonable 
defire,  that  I  compiled  a  chronological 
LIST  of  fuch  plays,  as  were  a<flcd  by  thofc 
companies  of  theatrical  children ,  which  is  fub« 
Joined  in  the  notc(y^.  The  chrmology  was  ad- 
jured 

«  tenor  of  his  Majefty's  (aid  ktters  patents^  nor  ftaying  to 
^  play  in  any  one  place  above  fourteen  days  together,  and 
^  the  times  of  divine  fervice  on  the  fabbath  days  only  ex* 
••  cepted.  Whereof  fail  you  not  at  your  perils  :•  Given  at 
•*  the  court  at  Whitehall  this  [  April  1618.]" 

To  all  mayors,  (herifFS)  bailifiV,  conftables,  and^ 
other  .his  Majefty's  officers  and  liege  fubje£b  to  > 
whom  it  may  belong,  or  in  any  wUe  appertain.      3 

(/)  A  chronoUgual  lift  of  the  various  plays,  which  were 
preientcd  by  thi  theatrical  children ;— • 
157 1— Edward's  Damon  and  Pethias-,  a  comedy,  before  the 

Queen,  by  the  children  of  her  chapel. 
1584 — Peel's  Arraynment  of  Parti  \  before  the  Queen,  by 

the  children  of  the  chapel. 
1584 — ^Lyly's  Alexander  Campafpe  and  Diogenes  \  before  the 

Queen,  on  Twelfth  day  at  night,  by  her  Majefty's 

children,  and  the  children  of  Paul's. 
1591— Lyly's  Endimiony  and  the  Man  in  the  MQQn\  before 

the 
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jufted  from  the  ieveral  dates  oi  the  focceffive 
pablicatioQs ;   whence  may  be   coajedtured, 

rather 

the  Queen,  at  Greenwich,  on  Candlemas  day,  at 

night,  by  the  children  of  Paul's. 
2591— Lyl/s  Sapha  andPbao  [Phaon]  j  before  the  C2ueeii^ 

on  Shrove  Tuefday,  by  her  Majefty's  chiUren,  and 

the  boys  of  Paul's. 
1592— Lyly's  Gallathea-y  before  the  Queen,  at  Greenwich» 

on  Newyear's  day  at  night,  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 
2594—»Lyiy's  Mother  B^nAii^  fundry  times,  by  the  children 

of  Paul's. 
1594.— Nafh's  Dido  ^een  rfCarthagei  by  the  children  of 

her  Majefty's  chapel. 
t6oo — ^Lyly's  Tht  Maids  Meiamorpbojisy  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 
1600— Ben  Johnfon's  Cynthia's  Revehy  or  The  Fountain  rf 

Self  Love,  by  the  children  of  the  Queen's  chape|. 
1  boo^-'ThelVifdom  of  Dr.  Dodypoll\  by  the  children  of Powlc's. 
i6oi— Lyiy's  Lov^s  Metamorpbofis ;  firft  played  by  the  chil- 
dren of  Paul's  $  now  by  the  children  of  the  chapel. 
J  60 1 — Ben  Johnfon's  PoetaJier\   by  the  children  of  the 

Qiieen's  chapel. 
1601 — Jack  DrunCs  Enttriainmeniy  or  Pafquil  and  Katbi» 

rlney  by  the  children  of  Powle's. 
1602— Dekker's  Satirarrujiix;  or  75^^  Untrufing  of  the  Hu^ 

mourous  Poet\  publickly  ^£ttA  by  die  Lord  Cham* 

berlain's  fervants ;  and  privately,  by  the  children 

of  Paul's. 
iboz^MzxiiorCs  Antonio  and  MeUidd\  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 
1602— Marfton's  Antonio^s  Rtvenge^  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 

x6o^-. 
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rather  tisan  tCxrtsdncd,  when  each  plajr  wt9 
a&ed.     Amid  other  noveltks,  it  is    corioo; 

to 

f6o5— Chapman's  5rJ/?tW!7rrf/7d^;   at  Blackfriers,  by  the 

children  of  her  Nfajc^ty's  Rebels. 
1605— -Marftofn's  Ddtch  Ooum%an^  at  Bladcfryers,  \fj  tte 

driUtcn  of  the  Revels. 
1606— Chapman's  Monjieur  B'Olive^  by  the  children  of 

Blackfiyer^. 
l6(ij6— Mirfton's  Parifitajter^  or  The  Fatrnty  at  Black- 
fryers,  by  the  children  of  the  Revels. 
1606— Day's  JJffe  of  Galls  I  at  Blackfryers,  by  the  children 

of  the  Revels. 
j6o6— ^n*  Gyks  Gi>ofecappe  Kmghtibjtiit  children  of  the 

chapel. 
ttoj-^The  Puritimy  or  The  Widow  of  WatUng  Street  \  by 

the  children  of  Paul's. 
1607 — ^Dekker's  Wtjiward  Hoe\  by  the  children  of  Paul's, 
1^07 — ^Dekkcr's  Nortbtvard  Hoe-,  by  the  children  of  Paul  s. 
^607 — Middleton's  Phoenix \  by  the  children  of  Paul's. 
1607 — Middleton's  Michaelmas  Term ;  by  the  children  of 

Paul's. 
1607— Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  ff^eman  Hater;  by  the 

children  of  Paul's. 
jdoy—Cupid^s  Whirligig  \  by  the  children  of  the  Revek* 
1608 — Middleton's  Family  of  Love ;  by  the  children  of  his 

Matty's  Revels. 
x6o8— Middleton's  Mad  World  wy  Majiers ;  by  the  chil- 
dren of  Paul's. 
l6c8 — Day's  Humour  out  of  Breaths  by  the  children  of 

the  King's  Revels. 
1608 — \^vf%LawTr\cksy  or  Who  would  have  Thought -y 

\>y  the  children  of  the  Revch. 

..         :  1.608— 
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to  remark,  that  none  of  the  many  plays,  which 
vrert  prefented 'by  the  children  of  Paul's^  and 
the  children  of  the  Chapel,  before  the  year 
1 571,  have  been  preferved,  at  .lead  been  pub- 
liihed ;  and  noM  of  the  plays  are  faid  to  have 
been  aded  hy  ithe^cbilA^en  of  tbe.revek^^fahfk^ 
quent'to  the  year  163^.  An' attention  to  this 
date  would  carry  the  inquirer  into  the  glo9m 
o(puritanifmr'  And,  from  authority,  he  would 
be  told : 

"  You  canoot.  n^al  info  dukedom  there/' 

1608— Machii/s  Dunibe  Knight  9    by  the  children  gf  the 

Revels. 
i6o9-^Armin*s  Hi/lory  of  the  Two  Maids  of  AAremclach 

[Mortlake]  i  by  the  children  of  the  King's  Revels* 
1610— Mafon's  Turii  by  the  children  of  the  Revels* 
)6iO'— Sharpham's  Fleire\  z%  Blackfryers,  by  the  children 

of  the  Revels, 
161 1— Barry's  Ram  Alley^  or  Mtrrie  Trich}  by  tbe  cbil« 

dren  of  the  King's  Reve}8, 
|6i2-^Field's  Woman  is  a  Weathercoc1t\  before  the  ICingy 

^X  Whitehall,  and  at  Whitefiyers,  by  die  children 

pf  her  Majefty's  Revels. 
16 1 5— Beaumont's  Cuptd^f  R£venge\   by  tjic  chfldr^n  of 

the  Rcvek. 
1620— May's  Heire^  by  the  company  of  the  Revels, 
1622— Markham's  arid  Sampfon's  True  Tragedy  of  Herod' 

And  Jrfftpateri  afted  at  the  Red  Bull,  by  the' 

company  of  the  Revels. 
1633-^Rowley's  Mifcb  at  Midnight }  by  ^%  children  g( 

the  Revels.  '  - 

B  h  Tbul 
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:'  Tim^  mqch,  jdien,  for  jthe  cfaskdisn  of  Sft 
feuVs,  of  WeftminAer»  of  Windior,  of  At 
i2h^pel»  aod  of  t])e  CbildrtM  if  the  Rojeh^  iU 
etiJy  as  the  rtigQ  of  Heniy  the  Vlliby  F^rncb 
playec&  appealed  m  Loodoh,  thonghr  nof,  aa  an 
cflabliiltf^  company  I  for  we  fee  ttotbing  of 
them,  in  itbe  Ibbiequent  reigos.  The  ItaUaD 
lan^age  became  as  much  the  <^jed  of  cui^ 
tiJrotion,  dftfiDg  Elizabelii's  reign,  as  fbe 
French  had  ever  been,  or  is  at  prefent.  And» 
Italians  fliowed  their  tricks,  daily,  in  our 
ftreets,  and  exhibited  their  dramas,  often,  in 
our  halls  [g) :  In  January  i  ^j^  DrouBano^ 
Ifx.  Jjal»R  XQnimdiante^  zn^  bis  company,j«re^e 
aithon^dby the  privy  council,  to  play  within 
the  jurildidlion  of  rfie  city  of  London.  It 
floes  iot,  however,  appear,   that  there  was 

(^)  A  Tetter  was  writ^,  obo  the  14th  of  July  1573,  by  the 

^^/^(jgngip  IpLli^  ^ff^h  ^^  make  £bow  of  an  inftrument  of 
«*  Jlrange  mottbns  wifliin  the  city/*  This  order  was  repeat- 
^  H9  !^.^  ^Sl!^  pf  the  &me  oionib ;  ibe  privy  coui^l 
^  mervelling  that  he  did  tt  not  at  their  firft  r^ueft,''~ 
T)^tinftr1in^^t  of  ftrqwf  mtitms  was  probably  a  thqu^cfl 
^^^^Mfftcn* — ^Qn  t^e  i^  of  January  1^7  j,  tlie  privy  couo-^ 
c^  ,wrc^  to  the  Lgid  Mayor,  ^  to  ^ve  <m^,  that  one 
^  Droufianoy  an  Italian,  a  £9numdtante^  S^  his  company, 

^  ^"^  S^.^^^^  ^^  ^j?  fR4  l^^'t^v?  ^^''^i^  ^^  ^^fV?^ 
^  that  day,  andWfirft  week  in  I^iit/*7 

c.  then 


^^^  ;^y{etM  QQP^ fany  of  Jinig^  f!kfpr^; 
.  4^04gh  Lord  Strangers  tumblprs  jj;^  ]|iair«  htd 

^  /  ^s  ippn  8^  dii9  adtin^  of  play^  became  a 
pr^eflion,  jealppfy  qf  abi|£b  fnado  i(  ^a  pb]«^ 

d^ic  2ieal^  or  i^e  privicntial  qHmtipo  of  tl^e 
JU>r4  Ma^of »  HfuvM,  procur^  v»rio)is  ^74* 
.bwfpf  th^  cQ0ia¥)n^couiv;i)>  tp  regelate  the 
reprefentation  of  plays,  mtfain  tlj*  city  Bi 
ijos^n  (^)«  Y^K,  this  zeal  was  ix)t  wfaol^ 
approved  pf  at  Whitehall.  Aod  the  prJTjr 
CQOQcU  wrpt^  the  J^cvd  MayoTt  oo  the  %f.d  pf 
Mar^y  i57^»  '*  fo  advertize  their  I#owifhip8 
^'  what  causes  he  hath  to  reftrain  pUyes ;  ta 
^^  the  intent>  their  Lgrdfhip^  09197.  the  bet« 
^^  ter  anfwer  fuch  as  deiire  liber^  ibr  the 

The  year  1 574  is  probably  the  epoch  6f 
'the  firft  eftablifhment  of  a  regular  company 
:Pf  pJay.efs..  |t  was  or»  the  lotfepf  May  1574, 
that  the  infiimvze  of  the  Earl  of  Leicdfter  ob-- 
taindd'  for  bis  fervaftts,  James  Burbadge,  John 
Parky n,  John  Lanham,  William  Johnfon,  an(i 
Robert  Wilfon,  a  liccnfe,  upder  the  privy  ^a}^ 

(A)  Strype's  Stow,  vol.  2.  p.  299-300. 
(1)  The  councilrrx^ift.  of  that  dat^p. 

B  b  2  ••to 
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'  **  to  exercife  the  faculty  of  playing,  through* 
**  out  the  rcahtt  of  England  {k)r  Lciceftcr 
was  not  a  man»  who  would  allow  the  Queen's 

-grant  to  be  impugned,  or  his  own  fervantsto 
be  oppofed.  -  And,  his  mfiuence  procured, 
probably,*  dtreftions  fiom  the  privy  council  to 

^the'  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  22d  of  July  1574 
*•  to  admit  the  comedy  players  within  the 

;*•  dty  of  London ;  and  to  be  otherwife  ft* 

'•*  vourably  lifcd  (/)."     '    ' 

\   But,- the  zeal  of  the  Lord  Mayor  nerther 

\krkencd  the  gaiety  of  the  city,  nor  obftru£ted 
the  operations  of  the  players,  fb  much  as  did 
iSm  plague  I  which,  in  that  age,  frequently 
afflifted  the  nation,  with  its  dcftruftive  ravages. 

'During  feveral  years  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  the 

V, 

(i)  A  copy  of  the  patent  is  in  Steevens's  Sliak.  voU  ii. 

^  156,  wbo  found  it  among  the  uapubliflied  papers  of  Ry* 
.  mer  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,     The  next  licenfs,  for  a£tin^ 

generally,  was  granted  by  an  open  warranty  on  the  29th  of 
•  April  1593,  <<  to  die  pliers,  fervants  to  the  Earl  of  Sitfiex; 
.<<  authoriacing  them  to  eaoercife  their  quality  of  playing  co- 

^  medies  and  tragedies,  in  any  coun^  city,  town  or  cor- 
^  poration,  not  being  within  feven  miles  of  London,  where 
*<<  tfaeinfedion  is  not,  and  in  places  convenient,  and  times 

«  fit.*'  [Cpuncil-reg'  of  that  date,] 

(/)  On  the  lame  day,  a  pafsport  was  granted  ^  to  the 
^  players  to  go  to  London  [from  the  court]  and  to  be  weU 
^  ufcdondieir  voyage"  [journey,] 

privy 


pstvy  cpunril  oftea  g^  dk€(^iOlis  lor  reftrain* 
ing  pkyerSy  witluni  t^  city,  a^d  ks  vtcimget 
on  account  of  the  frequent  peftilence>  wbich 
was  fuppofed  to  be  widely  propagated^  by  the 
luimerods  conowrfe  pf  people,  at  theatrical 
reprefentations.  It  k  to  this  can^,  that  we 
ought  to  attribute  the  many  orders,  whicb 
were  iiTtied  under  the  prudent  ^vemment  o£ 
Elizabeth,  with  regard  to  players;  and  which 
are  contradidory  in  appearance,  more  than 
in  reality  :  When  the  city  was  iickly,  the 
playhoufes  were  ihut ;  when  the  city  was 
healthy,  they  were  opened  3  though  dramatic 
entertainments  were  not  alwciys  allowed  in 
the  dGg-'days. 

Among  thoie  oxf^dient  orders,  the  privy 
council  required  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  24th 
of  December  1578,  "  to  fuficr  the  children 
"  of  her  Majefty's  chapel,  the  iervants  of  the 
^*  Lord  Chamberlain,  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
''  of  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  of  the  Earl  of 
^*  Effex,  and  the  children  of  Paul's,  and  no 
^*  companies  elfe,  to  exerciie  plays  within 
^^  the  city;  whom  their  Lonlfhips  have 
**  only  allowed  thereunto,  by  reafon  that 
**  the  companies  aforenanud  are  appointed 
^  to  play  this  Chriftmas  before  her  MajeAy/' 

Bb  3  Yet, 


y«c^  k^'^yHiiit^i^  ^bett  wen  ^n,  whh« 
in^  iA»  4ky  4igi9  ot^kaaff  plaees,  lor  playiDgf 
^nMleklf*  10 1^»  gMM  lOi^erifluBeiit  of  the 

•  No*  £)on«r  WM  tlj«  ditofta*  proteded  by  di6 
wife  miliifteFJB  of  Elizaftedi,  who  diitinguiflied,- 
ifitfeiy,  betweM  die  itfe^  and  tile  abtife,  of  every 
inftifcMiiMl,  ffetto  plays,  acfd  players,  were  per- 
AiGoted  by^the  ?\iritan9,  whoTe  enmity  may 
bb  traceil  tip  <fi:>'  the  pul^catioD  of  tie  Laws  of 
Ci»»^v4  wllieh  prohibiOed  ftage  plays,  as  fin- 
M{n)^  Itt»f  5;^4,  A  form  of  CbriJHan  Polky 
was  dMQiHOftt  df  fibe  FrencS;  and  dedicated  tor 
Lord  Buvfoigbk'by  Ge^rfFetitan'ip),  Goflonh 
printed  his  School  of  Abufe,  in  i$j9,  which' 
wasdedtebted  W  8ir  Phi%"Sydney,  by  whom 

* ,  » 

(^)  Sibckwd#dVSecmoiv»  1^578^.  quoted  in  MaL  Shalui 
voL  i.  {^it  ii,  p^  39. 

.  (n)  A.tktaAiliM  of  die  Gtef]iiirA«]«M  «w  pbUiAtd  at' 

the  code. 

(^  Of  this  book,  tfe  iriioie  of  chapter  the^  was  written 
to  prove  ^  that  mynftrels  are  unworthy  of  t^e  fUlowibip  of 
**  townfmerl ;  that  puppet  players  are  equally  unworthyj 
"•  that  players  l*w^caft*out erf" die  church;  that  all  diflblutc 
'<  |Aflfyc««<M^t  t6»be  forbidden :"  Yet;  he  admits, «  cmUal 
^  and^rnflgfoi^/'ibvKvwtQfichQlfaiSiiainond^^ 
**  proovc  vice,  and  extol  virtue,  to  be  very  ph)fitable.** 

K  it 


0>TntSTAGZ.J  fir  ti^  BE tflEVtKS.  ^y 

it  w^  diiiiamfuily  rejeded.  Kt  1 57V>  J^^ 
Northbrooke  publiAied  A  Tr^atiie,  wher6ifl^ 
didng^  dauncing^  vaine  fhiei^*  or  tnterJuHs^ 
with  other  idle  faftimes  were  reprwoed  (/). 
Stubbes  exhibited  his  Anatamie  tfAbufes,  in 
"1583  ;  fhowing  the  wckedfiefs  di ftdge  flafes^ 
and  enterhdes.  The  churches  continually  re* 
founded  with  declamations  againft  the  Jiage. 
And>  in  1 592,  the  vanity^  and  tadawfulnefsi  of 
plates^  and  enterludes,  were  maintained,  in  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge,  by  Dodor  Raiholds^ 
againft  Do<ftor  Gager,  the  celebrated  drama-> 
tift.  This  academical  controverfy  was  foort" 
followed  by  a  kind  of  theatrical  refcript  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  to  the  vice  chancellor  01 
{q)  Cambridge,  from  the  privy  council,  dated 

at 

{p)  Mr.  Maloae  lays  &is  (reatifc  was  publiihed  about  the 
year  1579;  ^^^^^  ^^  7^^  iS^o.  I  have  two  copies  of 
Northbrooke^s  treatife,  which  prove>  duft  it  wa£i  pubKfli'-^ 
ed  in  1579,  as  Herb.  Typ^  Ab.  voL  ii.  p.  991-1  Ii7>  IX48> 
ihow,  that  it  was  licenfed,  in  1578,  and  in  1577;— Prynne 
aflerts,  that  it  was  printed  by  authority,  of  which  there  feemv 
to  be  no  evidence.  The  notices  of  Northbrooke's  treatife 
muft  be,  therefore,  referred  to  a  period,  antecedent  to  the 
year  1577. 

{q)  A  letter  of  the  fame  tenor,  and  date,  wa5  fent  to  the 
Vice  Chancellor  of  Oxford.  [Council-regr.  ;i9th  July 
1593']  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  privy 
council  to  the  ViccCh^mCenor  of  CaSibri<tge:-^ 

B  b4  «  Whereas 


^£  «A  A  P O  L O  G  Y    {Op  THE  HuTot v 

at  Oatkndsi  on:  the  29th  of  July  1593;  the 
lame  ycar^  in  which  appeared  the  ^rfi  heir  of 
Shakfpeare's  invention. 

From 

*<.  Whereai  the  two  oniFerfities  of  Cambridge^  and  Ox- 
**  ford  are  the  nurferies  to  bring  up  youth  in  the  knowledge 

*  and  fear  of  God,  and  in  all  manner  of  good  learning  and 
^  virtuous  education,  whereby  after  they  may  ferve  their 
^  prince  and  country  in  divers  callings ;  ibr  which  refpe£t 
•*  cfpecialcare  is  to  be  had  of  thofe  two  univeriities,  that  all 
^  means  may  be  ufed  to  further  the  bringing  up  of  the  youth 
«*  that  are  beftowed  there  in  all  good  learning,  civil  educl- 
^  tion^  and  honeft  means^  whereby  ^e  ftate  and  common 
^  wealth  may  receive  hereafter  great  good.  And  like 
tt  cau&s  to  be  ufed|  that  all  fuch  things  as  may  illure  and 
«  intice  them  to  lewdnefs,  folly  and  vicious  manners^  where* 
«  unto,  the  Corruption  of  man's  nature  is  more  inclined, 
^  may  in  no  wife  be  ufed  or  pradifed  in  tbofe  places,  that 
^  are  fchods  of  learning  and  good  nurture*  We  therefore 
<c  as  councellors  of  ftate  to  her  Majefty,  amongft  oth^r 

*  tilings  concerning  the  good  government  of  this  realm, 
^  cannot  but  have  a  more  efpecial  regard  of  thefe  principal 
^  placesy  being  the  fountains  from  whence  learning  and 
^  education  doth  flow,  and  fo  is  derived  into  all  other  parts 
^  of  the  realm.  And  for  that  caufe  underftanding,  that 
^  common  players  do  ordinarily  refort  to  the  univcrflty  of 
^  Cambridge,  there  to  recite  interludes  and  plays,  fome  of 
^  them  being  full  of  lewd  example  and  moft  of  vanity,  be« 
^  fides  the  gathering  together  of  multitudes  of  people, 
^  whereby  is  great  occafion  alfo  of  divers  other  inconveni- 
•*  ences.  Wee  have  thought  good  to  require  you  the  Vice 
^  Chancellor  with  the  affiOance  of  the  heads  of  the  colleges, 
^  to  take  ^wcial  order  that  hereafter  there  may  no  plays  or 

"  interludes 


From  this  oatcry  againft  the  dcdma,  toud 
as  it  was^  and  long  as  it  continued^  fome  good 

cffeds 

<<  interludes  of  common  plajers  be  uied  or  fet  forth  either  in 
*<  the  univerfity,  or  in  any  place  within  the  compafs  of  five 
<<  miles,  and  efpecially  in  the  town  of  Chefterton  being  a 
<*  village  on  the  water  (ide,  nor  any  (hows  of  unlawful  games^ 
^  that  are  forbidden  by  the  Aatutes  of  this  realm.  Afid  for 
^  the  better  execution  hereof^  you  (ball  communicate  thefe 
^  our  letters  to  the  mayor  or  mayors  of  the  town  of  Cam« 
^  bridge  for  the  time  being,  with  the  reft  of  the  juftices  of 
*^  the  peace,  within  five  miles  of  the  faid  town,  and  that  no 
^^  other  juftices  may  give  licenfe  to  the  contrary,  who  fliall 
<'  likewife  by  virtue  hereof  be  required  as  well  ais  you  to 
^Vfee  the  tenor  of  thefe  our  letters,  put  in  due  execudont 
^  everyone  of  you  in  your  feveraljurifdiSions.  Moreover. 
^  beqaufe  we  are  informed,  that  there  are  divers  inmates  re- 
^  ceived  into  fundry  houfes  in  the  town,  whereby  the  town 
*^  doth  grow  over  burdiened  with  people,  being  a  thing 
^  dangerous  in  this  time  of  infe<^ion,  and  that  caufeth  the 
'^  prices  of  vi&uals  and  all  other  things  to  be  raifcd,  and 
^^  doth  breed  divers  other  inconveniences :  You  ihall  like- 
•  wife  by  virtue  hereof  if  your  own  audiority  be  not  fuf- 
"  ficient  by  your  charter,  confer  with  the  mayor  of  die  (aid 
^  town  of  Cambridge  of  the  means,  and  to  put  the  fame  in 
^  execution  how  this  diiorder  maybe  redrefled,  and  to  fbr« 
^  fee  hereafter  that  the  fame  be  in  no  waysfufFered.  Laft!y« 
^  where  [as]  the  (air  of  Stourbridge  is  at  hand,  which  is  kept 
«  a  mile  out  of  the  town,  in  refpeft  of  the  great  infeAioii 
«  and  vifitation  of  the  ficknefs  in  London  at  diis  prefent; 
^  you  the  vice  chancellor  (hall  give  order  as  direded  from 
*^  us,  to  the  mafhres  and  heads  of  the  coUeges  there,  that 
^  during  the  time  of  the  &ir»  die  gates  of  the  colleges  may 

«  be 
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thatthere.iboukl  be  no  plays, publickly,  (hewed 
on  TChurf4(^  5  becauie^  on  HhfUrfiays^  iear-^hait'* 
mgi  And  Aicb  like  paftimes,  bad  been  u^a/fy 
praSifed.  In  this  manner,  were  the  minifters 
of  Elizabeth,  at  timec,  gravely,  and  wifely, 
occupied. 

By  thofe  various  caufes,  were  the  players, 
who  had  no  other  profeffion,  deprived  of  their 
livelihood;  by  the  recurrence  of  peftilence,  by 
the  intervention  ofLenl,  by  the  return  of  Sun  ^ 
Jay,  and  by  the  competithn  of  bearwards.  On 
the  3d  of  December  1581,  the  players  ftated 
their  cafe  to  the  privy  council ;  reprefented 
their  poor  efiates^  as  having  no  other  means  to 
fuilain  their  wives,  and  children,  but  their  ex* 

«'  there  hath  been  order  taken  to  reftrain  the  playing  of  in- 
^  terludes  and  plays  on  the  Sabbath-day,  notwithftanding 
^  the  which)  (as  wee  are  informed)  the  fame  is  negleded 
^<  to  the  prophanation  of  this  day ;  and  all  other  days  of  the 
**  week  in  divers  places  the  players  do  ufe  to  recite  their 
«*  plays  to  the  great  hurt  and  deJiruS^ion  of  the  game  of  bear-' 
*  halting^  and  like  pajllmes^  which  are  maintained  for  her 
^  Majeftfs  pleafure^  if  occafton  require :  Thefe  (hall  be 
•*  therefore  to  require  you  not  only  to  take  order  hereafter, 
**  that  there  may  no  plays,  interludes,  or  comedies  be  ufed  or 
^<  publickly  made  and  fhewed  either  on  the  Sundays,  or  on 
«  the  Thurfdays,  becaufe  on  the  Thu^fiays^  thefe  other  games 
«*  ufually  have  been  always  ace ujlomedzn^pratfijed,  Where- 
^  of  fee  you  fall  not  hereafter  to  fee  this  our  order  duly  ob- 
^  fervcd,  for  the  j|¥oiding  inconveniences  aforefaid/*  * 

ercife 
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crcifc  of  playing ;  fhowed,  •  that  the  Jicknejs 
within  the  city  were' well  j^acied;znd  prayed 
that  their  Lordfliips  would  grant  them  licenfe 
to  ufe  their  playing  as  heretofore :  The  privy*, 
council,  thereupon,  for  thofe  confiderationSy 
and  recoUefting  alfo,  *'  that  they  were  to  prc- 
^^  lent  certain  playe  before  the  Queen's  Ma-> 
^'  jcfty,  for  her  foiaoe,  in  the  enfuing  Chrifly 
*'  mas,"  granted  their  petition ;  and  ordered 
the  Lord  Mayor  to  permit  them  to  exercife 
their  trade  of  playing,  as  ufuaL  On  the  22d 
of  April  1582,  this  order  was  extended  for  a 
further  time,  artd  enforced  by  weightier  con- 
fiderations ;  for  homjl  recreation  fake,  and  in 
refpedt,  that  ker  Majejly  fometimfs  taketh  ^- 
light  in  thefe  pajUmes  (-z;).  Yet,  the  privy- 
council 

{y)  The  following  is  the  proceeding  of  the  privy-coun- 
cil from  their  regifter  of  the  30!  of  December  1581  :^— 
."  Whereas  certain  Companies  of  Players  heretofore  ujing 
«  their  common  exercife  of  playing  within  and  about  the  city 
**  qf  London^  have  of  late  in  refpeft  of  the  general  infedloa 
*'  within  the  city  been  reftrained  by  their  Lordfhips  com- 
"  mandment  from  playing :  the  faid  players  this  day  exhi^ 
**  bited  a  petition  unto  their  Lordfliips,  humbly  defiring 
**  that  as  well  in  refpeft  of  their  poor  eftates  having  no  other 
**  means  to  fuftain  them,  their  wives  and  children,  but  their 
*'  exercife  of  playing,  and  were  only  brought  up  from  their 
•*  youth  in  the  practice  and  profejftm  of  mujick  and  playing  : 
^  ^  for  that  the  (Ickneib  within  the  city  were  well  Hatkei], 
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counciL  dyl  no^f ,  in  their  l^dable  ,^q}1  fqr 
i^;^  recre0tia9^  4epaft>  in  the  leafl»  from 
4Cc;uftqfffi(|l  prpdence  ;  requiring>  as  efTenti^l 
j:c^tiop9   of    removing    thofe   reftridippf^ 

*<«  fo  that  no  danger  of  infe(9tion  could  fellow  by  die  ^flem* 
"^  Mies  of  pCQple  at  dieir  plays :  It  wtiuld  pleafe  their  Lord- 
j^  dbip»  tluqrvfore  |o  gr»nt  them  Uccnfe  tx>  tife  thrir  (aid  ex- 
p  endfe  of  {^ying»  aa  heretofore  they  had  done,  Thfiir 
^  Lordfliips  thereupon  for  the  conilderations  aforeTaid,  as 
'^  alfo  for  that  they  are  to  prefent  certain  plays  before  the 
^  Queen's  Majefty  foit  her  felaoe  in  theChrktmas-tinie  now 
J^  -fttlovJng,  were  contented  to  yidd  lutfo  their  bid  hiunUe 
J^  p^titiooi  and  ordered  that  the  LprdMayor  of  the  city  of 
<f  London  (hould  fufFer  and  permit  them  to  u(e  and  exercife 
^<^  their  trade  of  playing  in  and  about  the  city  as  they  have 
'^  heretofore  [been]  accyfiomed  upon  the  week-days  oiriy^ 
>:  i>riK  ^vM^yf  9r  oth^r  days  fo  as  they  do  forbear  ^o^y 
^  tajfOf  on  the  Sabbath-day  either  in  the  forenoon  or  after- 
^  noon,  which  to  do  they  are  by  this  their  Lordihips  order 
//..9;iprefely  den^  and  forbidden.**  On  the  asth^ 

cf.  ^ri}  1582,  the  privy-council  wrote  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
.Lojii^pii  the  following  letter: — "That  whereas  heretofore 
^^  for  fupdry  good  caufes  and  confiderations  their  Lordfliips 
^**  ^v^  oftentimes  given  order  for  the  reftraining  of  plays 
/^.  ir\  and  about  the  city  of  London,  and  neverthelefs  of  late, 
^  fir  hwefi  recreation  faki  in  refpeSf  that  her  Maje/iyfime- 
,*^  tim^s  taketb  detigbt  in  tbefe  paftitms  their  Lrordihips  tbinj^ 
[^  it  not  unfit  baying  regard  to  the  feafon  of  the  year  and  tl^e 
,^  c^e^rnefs  of  the  city  from  iniedion  to  allow  of  certaj^ 
.^  companies  of  players  to  exercife  their  playing  in  London, 
,^  partly  to  the  end  they  might  diereby  attain  to  the  mare 
^  pifffe^Qp  and  dea^terity  in  tha^  profeffion  the  rather  to 
'    _.  ***  content 


^hat  the  totneim  aod  mterhde^brhokti  i/0Q 
&k  matter,  wbich  might  bfeed  axnaptipn  of 
rmxmN&;  and  that  fo  perfona  jtxnght  be  alb- 
pointed,  for  ailowing  ibch  fbsfs  OQly^  ^ 
fhould  yield  no  example  of  e^il.  We  ith^U 
£nd,  in  our  progrefs,  th^t  reg^ar  A^omnif- 
fioners  were  appoint^  in  15891  ^or  w^Yfiog 

^<  c<)nten|L  her  M^jeftjr,  wbereuf>on  their  LordQiipi  i^r^ 
^  mitted  them  to  ufe  their  playing  until  they  fhould  fee  tp 
**  the  contrary  and  forefeing  that  the  fame  might  be  done 
«^  without  impeachment  of  the  fervice  of  Ood^  riftraitiad 
;«  them  bom  {dayio^oo  th^&ibbfih-dgF;  ^ffd  /pr  9i  fnjie^ 
*^  as  their  L^nUbijps  fu{>poie  that  their  hpuctft  exerctfe  of 
.^  playing  to  he  ufed  on  the  holyd^ys  after  evening-prayer 
<^  as  long  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  may  permit  and  may  bt 
^  without  danger  of  the  infeAion  will  not  bt  oftafira 
^  Ji  that  if  card  he  bad  that  tbiir  cmfdUs  afut.viMrhf^s  if^ 
f  ^  iookid  intoy  and  that  tbofe  which  do  cffitain  matter  that  num 
'^  breed  corruption  of  manneri  and  consurfation  anwng  the 
*^  people  he  forbidden.  Whereunto  their  LordfliipsWiflidKti 
^  be  appointed  fome  fit  perfimt  who  tiwy  ^otiBAattudr^Ikm 
«'  of  iifk  p|dp  Pl#  M  b^^  cp  yMd  ho^  rtafjfaai^  zf^ 
<^  no  example  of  eviL  Their  ^ordflup^  pray  hi$  Lordibi|f 
^^  to  revoke  his  late  inhibition  againft  their  playing  on  the 
^<  holydays,  but  that  he  do  fufFer  them  9a  well  within  the 
^  city  as  without  to  ufe  their  exercift  of^  playing  on  tke  fidi 
^  Wyjlay^  after  ev^i%  pr^t  wly,  ^jb^ariag  4a  $iiVr 
?  batb-day  ^coording  to  their  Lordi]^  fiud  ordcf^  and  w^ei^ 
^  be  (hall  find  that  tl^  continuance  of  the  (ame  their  exer^ 
^  cife,  by  the  increafe  of  the  ficlaiejEs  ind  infedion>  (hall  ^ 
^  dangerous  to  certify  their  Lordfliipt  and  they  will  pce^ 
*•  fcQtly  ukf  ord^r  acc^rdi^y/'  :    c  ..-,.* 

the 
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the  labours  of  our  drainatifts ;  for  allowing 
the  fit,  and  tejeGing  tbe  unmannerfyi  whidi 
-appointment  feems  to  be,  only,  a  fyftentiatic 
improvement  of  Queen  Elizabedi's  ecclefiai- 
.ftical  injundions,  in  1559^. 

Of  fuch  players,  and  fuch  companies,  that 
incited  boneft .  merriment^  during  Elizabeth's 
days,  and  were  regarded  as  objects  of  confi- 
defation,  by  fome  of  the  wifcft  minifters,  that 
have  ever  governed  England,  who  would  not 
5Ki(b  to  knpw  a  little  more  ?    The  children  of 
St.  Paul's  appear  to  have  formed  a  company, 
*  invery  early  times.    At  the  acceffion  of  Eli- 
zabeth, Scbaftian  Weftcott,  was  the  mafter  of 
ihofe  ,cbildr«n.    With  his  boyifli  adfcors,  ho 
continued  to  entertain  that  great  Queen,  and 
\o  be  an  object  of  favour,  and  reward,  till  the 
year  1586.     He  was  fuccceded,  as  mafter  of 
the  children  of  Paul's,  by  Thomas  Giles,  who, 
in  the  fame  manner  tried  to  pleafe,  and  was 
equally  rewarded  for  his  pains.   Thomas  Giles 
was  fucceeded,  in  i6qo,  by  Edward  Piers,  as 
the  mafter  of  the  children  of  Paul's,  who  was 
to  inftrudt  them,  in  the  theory  of  mufic,  and 
diredl  them  "  to  hold,  as  'twere,  the  mirrour 
•♦  up  to  nature.*'    The  eftabliflimcnt  of  the 
children  gf  her  Majefty's  honourable  cbqpel 
i^m«  to  have  been  formed  on  the  plan  of 

that 
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that  of  the  children  of  St.  Paurs.  Rkhird 
Bower;  ^o  had  prefidcd  over  this  hoiloufii«-' 
ble  chapel  under  Henry  the  viiith>  coatkiued 
to  fokce  Elizabeth,  by  the  tinging,  and  a&ing^ 
of  the  children  of  the  chapel,  till  1572. 
Richard  Bower  ^  was  then  fucceeded;  in  his 
office,  and  in  thofe  modes  of  pleaiing  by>  Johnr 
Honnys.  This  matter  was  followed*  by  Wil- 
liam Hunnis,  one  of  the  gentlemen '  of  the 
chapel ;  who,  not  only  endeavoured  to  glad- 
den life,  by  the  ading  of  his  children,  but  to 
improve  it,  by  the  publication  of  the  peni- 
tential pfalms,  with  appropriate  mufie  (^)* 
The  children  of  Wejlminjler  had  for  their 
diredtor,  John  Taylor,  from  the  year  1565, 
for  a  long  fucceffion  of  theatrical  feaibhs* 
And,  the  children  of  Windjbr  were,  in  the 
fame  manner,  employed  by  Richard  Ferrant, 
during  Elizabeth's  refidence  there,  •*  to  eafc 
*'  the  anguifti  of  a  torturing  hour/* 

It  was  from  thofe  nurferies,  that  many  a 
cyon  was  grafted  into  the  more  regular 
conipanies  of  players.  During  the  infancy  of 
the  drama,   the  players  were  driven,  by  the 

{w)  William  Hunnis  republifhcd,  in  1 597, "  Seven  Sobs 
<^  of  a  forrowful  Soul  for  Sin  9"   and,  in  the  iame  year,  he 
printed  "  A  Handful  of  Honifucklds."— We  may  here  fee 
another  example  bow  the  £ime  name  was  different  ipelt* 
Honnys-^  and  Hunnis^ 

C  c  penalties 
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IIH9^|||ei  of  tb«  ftffccutf4  a^inft  vagabonds,  ta 

(efi^  fof  ft^lter  under  ptivatc  p^tnpnage,  by 

<Stt5B!»g.tbj»»feWc5f,t  »s  ftiTYants,  to  the  greater 

i;^fi.A*l.cye»  to  the  middling  fort  of  gentle- 

xf^fkk :  A^thQ  si^eeflioRof  £lizftbeth»  the  Lord 

SiCibof t  l^adky -s  pUyers  became  coiifpiciioii&. 

Wh^/.  Ify*  bis  inftttence,  they  were  incQrpo- 

railie4  >atc^»  rcgnlar  company,  in  1574,  their 

lf*le?%  vi^^  James  {h\  Burhadge ;  John  Per- 

It}fri  1  John  Lanham ;  WiUiam  Johnfon ;  and 

8.pbRrf  Wilfea.    None  of  thefe  rofe  to  emi- 

Q4n«Q^  prr  cpat^ibotcd  much  to  ihe  adranco-* 

m^t  of  the  ftage.     When  the  Earl  of  Lei* 

ce^r  ^i^x  in  S^{;4ember  1588,  they  were. 

lef([  toloflJs.for  prpjtei^ion  from  a  new  mafter« 

fo:  1572j  Sir  Robijrt  Lane  had  theatrical 

ifrvai>t2s,  a^t  the  head  of  wliom  was  Laurence 

Qmisi^j,  who,  appears  to  have  joined  the  Earl 

<rf  ,W«rwigk'^  coaqway :  but  Lane's  fervants 

feem  not  to^  bave  long  continued,  either  to 

f  j^)  James  Burbadge,  who  is  more  known,  as  the  father 
of  Richard  Burbadge,  and  Cuthbert  Burbadge^  than  for  his 
04RI  pOTfemianceS)  during  die  infency  of  the  theatre>  hved^ 
1^9^  m  H^lywU'^lrect.    He  had  a  dai^htec  baptized,  b)r> 
the  name  of  Alice,  in  the  pariih  of  St.  Leonard's,  Shore- 
dit4i»  Qi^.the.iHh  of  Mfarch  iSlj^    He  was  buned  thefe^ 
a|  appeairs  bjn  the  r^^iflev,  on  the  -id  of  Febniarj  »59f . 
Il^flk  Bi^Mge,  widow,,  was  buried  in  die  fame  coemetci^, 
00.  ^fr,^.f|f  14^  ^1^^'  aod  was  pibbabljr  the  relia  of 
James  Burbadge. 

profit* 
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profit,  by  pleafing  others,  or  to  pleafe  them* 
felves,  by  profit. 

In  1572,  Lord  Clinton  entertained  drama- 
tic fervahts,  who,  as  they  did  little,  have 
left  little  for  the  hiftorian  of  the  ftage  to  re- 
cord. When  the  Lord  Clinton  died,  on  the 
1 6th  of  January  1584^,  thofe  fervants  found 
flielter  probably  from  fomc  other  peer,  who 
like  him,  was  ambitious  of  giving  and  re<- 
ceiving  the  pleafures  of  the  ftage.. 

In  i575>  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Earl 
of  Warwick's  company,  Laurence  Dutton, 
and  John  Dutton,  who,  as  they  did  not 
diftingaiih  themfelveSt  cannot  be  much  diftin-' 
guJfhed  by  the  hiftorian  of  the  theatre. 

In  1575,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  had  i, 
company  of  adting  fervants :  whether  William 
Elderton,  and  Richard  Mouncafter,  were  then 
the  leaders  of  it,  is  uncertain  :  But,  Shakfpeare 
was,  certainly,  admitted  into  this  company, 
which  he  has  immortalized  more  by  hi$ 
dramas,  than  by  his  adling.  In  1597,  John 
Keminges,  and  Thomas  (y)  Pope,  were  at  th4 

head 

(y)  Thomas  Pope,  who  is  faid  to  haVe  played  the  part 
of  a  clown,  died  before  the  year  1600,  adds  Mr.  Malone*. 
[Shak,  vol.  i.  partii.  p.  198. J  Yet,  Pope  nutde  his  witf^ 
which  may  be  feen  in  the  Frerogative-ofiCe,  on  the  22d  of 

C  c  a  July 
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head  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  fcrvants,  who 
were  afterwards  retained  by  King  James^;  and 
long  ftood  the  foremoft,  for  th«  regularity  of 
their  eftablifhmcnt,  and  the  excellency  of  their 
plays. 

In  1 576,  the  Earl  of  Suflex  had  a  theatri- 
cal company,  which  began  to  aft  at  ^he  Rofe^ 
on  the  27th  of  December  1593  ;  yet,  never 
rofe  to  diftinguiflied  eminence. 

In  1577*  Lord  Howard  had  dramatic  fcr- 
vants, who,  as  they  did  not  diftihguifti  them- 
felves,  have  not  been  remembered  by  others. 

July  1603;  and  which  was  proved  on  the  13th  of  Fe- 
bruary i6c|.  He  devifed  his  (hares  in  the  Curtain^  and  the 
Globe  to  Thomas  Bromley,  who  had  been  theretofore  bap- 
tizedy  in  St,  Andnvfs^  TJnderJhaft.  [Thomas  Bromlie  was 
baptized,  fays  the  regifter,  which  mentions  the  baptifin  of 
no  other  Thomas  Bromlie,  on  the  28th  of  Auguft  1602.] 
He  bequeathed  his  wearing  apparel,  and  his  arms,  to  Robert 
jGough,  the  player,  who  had,  probably,  been  his  apprentice, 
or  fcrvant,  and  to  John  Edmans.  Pope  bequeathed  three 
pounds  to  the  poor  of  the  pariih  of  St.  Saviour  %  Southwark, 
where  he  lived,  and  £.  20^  for  hts  funeral  expences,  and  a 
monument,  iathe  church  of  that  parilb,  wherein  he  was  buried, 
by  his  own  dircdlion ;  yet  his  burial  ir  not  recorded  in  the 
parifh-regifter.  He  left  ^,  100  to  Suian  Gafcoigne,  whom 
he  had  educated.  He  devifed  fevet^l  houfes  on  the  Bank-- 
fide  tohis  brother,  John  Pope,  and  left  handfome legacies  to 
his  mother.  He  was  plainly  a  man  of  property  j  who  fpolce 
fiuniliarly,  in  his  will,  of  his  plate^  and  diamond^rlngsy  which 
the  players  generally  affedted  to  poflefs. 

In 
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-  In  1578,  the  Earl  of  EfTcx  had  a  company 
of  players,  wha  probably  finished  their  ca* 
reer»  when  he  paid  the  penalty  of  his  treafon, 
in  1601. 

'  in  1579,  Lord  Strange  had  a  company  of 
tumblers,  who,  at  times,  entertained  the 
Queen  with  Jeats  ofadtivify;  and  who  began 
to  play  at  I'he  Rofe^  under  the  management  of" 
Philip  Henflovv,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
159!  ;  yet,  were  never  other  wife  diftinguifh- 
ed,  than  like  ihtjirutting  player ^  whoje  conceit 
toy  in  his  hamjiring. 

In  1 579,  the  Earl  of  Darby  entertained  a 
company  of  comedians,  which  had  at  its 
head,  in  1599,  Robert  Brown,  to  whom  Wil- 
liam Slye  devifed,  in  1608^  his  ihare  in  the 
Globe. 

In  1585,  the  Queen  had  certainly  a  com- 
pany of  players,  which  is  faid,  without  fuf-- 
ficient  authority,  to  have  been  formed,  by  the 
advice  of  Waliingham;  in  1581.  The  earliefl: 
payment,  which  appears  to  have  been  made  to' 
the  Queen's  company,  was  iflued  on  the  6th  of 
March  1584..  And,  in  March  1589-90,  John 
Dutton,  who  was  one  of  Lord  Warwick's 
company,  and  John  Lanham,  who  belonged 
to  Lord  Leicefter's,  appear  to  have  been  at 
the  head  of  Elizabeth's  company,  which  rauft 
be  diftinguiflied  from  the  ancient  cftablifh- 

C  c  3  ment 
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'  mcnt  of  the  hdufchold,  that  received  a  falary 
at  the  Exchequer,  without  performing  any 
duty  at  court.  ^ 

In  1 591,  the  Lord  Admiral,  had  a  company 
of  comedians,  who  began  to  adt  ztT'heRofe, 
on  the  14th  of  May,  15945  and  who  had  at 
its  head,  in  1598,  Robert  Shaw,  and  Thomas 
Down  ton.  Cohnefted  with  them,  in  the  ma- 
nagement, and  concerns,  of  the  company,  were 
Philip  HenDow,  and  Edward  Allen;  two 
per/bns,  who  are  better  known,  and  will  be 
longer  remembered,  in  the  theatrical  world  (2?). 

At 

(js)  Philip  Henflow  w^s  ijlit^m^  himfflf;  ^et^aa  he  ww 
tlie  protedlpr  «f  Draytgi)  ^nd  Deii;i^,  of  9^  Johnfon  and 
Maflinger,  will  nev^r  be  forgotten  in  the  annals  of  the  ftage. 
He  rofc  from  a  low  origin  by  prudent  conduft^  He  married 
Agnes  Woodward)  widow,  by  whom  he  had  no  iiGie;  at 
leaft  lion?,  ^ho  fifrviv^d  him.  It  wiu,  by  this  marriage,  (fiat 
he  bccan^e  conn^ed  with  Edward  Allen,  the  celebrated 
comedian  ;  who  rha^ried,  on  the  22d  OQqber,  1592,  Joan 
Woodwaird,  the  daughter  of  Henflow*s  wifel  About  that 
epochs  hd  counieded  himfelf  with  the  ftage* .  He  was  the 
prq>rf^or  of  ^k  Mjofi  tfecatar^,  on  the  Bankfide.  Here, 
the  Lor4  Stranjfe'a  cooip^qy^  ^e  Lord  Nottingham's  com- 
pany) and  the  Lord  Pep:ibroke's  company^  ufed  to  play,  un- 
der his  prudent  management.  He  became  a  proprietor  of 
the  bear-garden.  He  was  a  veftryman  of  St.  Saviour's  pa- 
rifb>  Soiithwarki  whe^e  he  lived,  at]d  died.  Hendow  bad 
th^e  honour,  with  qthf r  r^fpeilg^ble  pariibionersj  to  be  one  of 
the  patentees,  to  whom  King  Jan^es  granted  his  charter,  in 
favour  of  St.  Saviour^s*  He  made  his  will,  on  the  ift  of 
5  January 
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At  the  accdflion  of  Rinj^  Jimes,  the  thtttrical 
lervants  of  the  Lord  Admiral  had  Ae  liofibur 

January  t^Hf  leafing  his  wA  Agnes^  hi^  e«teu<rhe,  tni 
his  foj^^r-  Edward  AUitfy  E^q.-  one  of  die  overieers  of  it. 
This  fa£t  explains  how  the  account  books  of  Uenflow^ 
which  have  illuftrated  fo  many  obfcure  points,  in  theatrical 
matters,  came  tt)  Dulwich  college.  Ht  appears  from  bis 
vrilU  which  may  be  feen  i a  tke  prerogadVe-office,  to  &ate 
had,  at  the  time  of  m^ing  i^  ho  co|Uiedioirwith  {riaj^toufe^ 
piays,  or  players.  14^  devUcd.the  rcverfion  of  An  BocT^it^ 
headi  and  the  Bear-garden^  to  Wis  godfou Philip  Henflow,the 
(on  of  h?s  brother  Williiiii;  lior  did  he  fbrget  his  br<5dler 
J«4ii^a  ivOUmum.  Th0  teAator  was  buried^  as  «^poir^ 
from  the  rtgifter,  in  (be  ehfviqel  of  St.S?vjt9itff|  cha?(^£ 
on  the  lOth  of  January  i64|.    ...  - .,  ^    ., .  - 

Edward  Allen  was  bom  in  1566$  and  die^  in  1626,  after 
:^  a6Hve  life  of  uncoitimoh  celebrity,  which  has  furiiffhed 
ampk  inatter  for  biographers  to  4etatL  Th^tigh  he  was  a 
younger  man  than  Shakfpeafe>he  becaoic  diftiaguifl|ed»as^ 
ador,  when  that  poet's  dramas  began  to  illumine  the  ftage» 
From  the  epoch  of  his  marriajge,  in  1^92,  be  p/'obably.re- 
iUed  on  The  Bdnkfide.  Yet,  he  built  fbe  tot^um  p1ay« 
boofe,  near  Odldei^-lahe,  in  St.  Oilet's,  Gripplegate,  in  did 
year  i6co.  '  On  ihe  ad  of  March  i6o|,  AUen  was  diofea 
a  veftr}rman  of  St.  Saviour's ;  as  Henflow  was  already  of 
the  iame  pariQi  truft.  He  retired  from  the  fti^e  (bon  after 
the  death  of  Henflow  in  January  167^.  In  1619  j:  ^  fcund-. 
ed  Dulwich  college*  He  lived  on  till  November  i6a6,  in 
the  fame  courfe  of  prudent  refpfdabiUty^  .perfefiihg  that 
great  a<3  of  his  life  \  vifiting  the  good  $  and  receiving  the 
vifks  of  the  great.  In  the  courfe  of  my  theatrical  refearches, 
I  have  often  obicrved,  that  charity  is  the  liift  aA  of  a  player* 

Cc4  to 
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to  be  tak^n  into  the  fcrvice  of  Henry-Frede- 
rick, Pripqp  pf  Wales  {s). 

In  1592*  the  Earl  of  Hertford  entertained 
a  cooQ^paay  of  theatrical  fervants^  who  have 
left  few  materials  for  the  theatrical  reniem- 
brancer. 

In  1.593,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  flickered, 
Ui.  th^.faine.  manner,  under  his  protedion,  a 
company  oF'perfons,  who  equally  made  a  pro- 
fcffion  of  ,a<Sihg,  as  a  mode  of  livelihood;  and 
who  were  more  defiroiis  of  profit,  than  emu- 
lous of  pralfe*  This  compsmy  began  to  play 
at  Tie  jR»/?,  on  Ae  28th  of  Odlober  1600. 

The  Earl  of  Worceflrer  had  alfo  a  company 
of  the^t/icgtl  fervaijkts; .  who,  at  the  acceffioti 
ofKing.  J^UKs,  had  the  honour  to  be  en- 
tertained* by  Queen  Anne,^  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity.        . 

[  Thus,  we  fee,  in  this  (light  enun^eration, 
fifteen  diftiniS.  companies  of  players ;  who, 
durihg  the  protradled  rei^  of  Eliirabeth,  and 

(a)  We  may  learn  from  Birch's  Life  of  Prince  Henry, 
a]>par.  p.  45Sr*c  ftamcs  of  his  players : 

-  Thomas  Townc  Anthony  Jeffes 

Thomas  Downton         Echvard  Colbrinde 
William  Byrde  Wilham  Parre 

Samuel  Rowley  Richard  Pryone 

Edward  JiAyc  William  Stratford 

Charles  Maflye  Francis  Grace 

Humphrey  JeiFc^  John  Shanke. 
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in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  fuccdlively  gained  a 
fcanty  fubfiftence^  by  iafcivious  pleqfing^  The 
demife  of  the  Queen  brought  along  with  it  the 
diiTolution  of  thofe  companies,  as  retainers  to 
the  great :  And,  we  fhall  find,  that  the  accef- 
fion  of  King  James  gave  rife  to  a  theatric 
policy,  of  a  different  kind.  The  aft  of  (^) 
parliament,  which  took  away  from  private 
perfons  the  privilege  of  licenfing  players,  or 
of  protecting  ftrolling  adors,  from  the  penal- 
ties of  vagrancy,  put  an  end  for  ever  to  the 
fcenic  iyftem  of  prior  times. 

This  fubjefl:,  though  curious,  has  hither- 
to remained  very  obfcure.  Materials  for  il- 
luftration  were  wanting,  ^\i^t  JelJ\fufficiency 
aiTumdd  the  pen  of  hiftcry,  A  laudable  curi- 
ofity  ftill  requires  additional  information,  which 
can  only  be  furniihed,  by  the  communication 
of  new  notices,  in  a  diftin<5t  arrangement. 
This,  I  have  endeavoured  to  perform,  by 
compiling  a  chronological  feries  of  the  feveral 
payments,  which  were  made,  from  time  to  time, 
by  Elizabeth's  orders,  to  thofe  various  com- 
panies, for  their  refpeftive  exhibitions :  And, 
this  chronological  feries^  I  have  fubjoined  in' 
the  marginal  note ;  becaufe  it  will  fhow  more 
clearly,  than  has  yet  been  done,  in  which 

(b)  I  Jas.  I.  ch,  vii. 

company 
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company  Elisabeth  ofteneft  "  took  delight 5"' 
on  what  days  (he  enjoyed  this  recreation ;  and 
what  flic  gave  for  each  day's  enjoyment ; 
whether  that  delight  was  communicated,  by 
theafting  c^the  players,  the  fiats  of  the  tunn- 
biers,  or  the  groffer  fports  of  the  bear- 
garden {c\ 

While 

[c]  A  CHRONOLOGICAL.  SERIES  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
payments,  for  pbys  at^ed  before  her :    [From  the  couikiI- 
reg«.]      . 

On  tbe  loth  January  1567,  Co  Lord  Dudley's 
players,  for  a  play,  prefented  before  her 
this  Chriftmas  ------    ^,6134 

iStii  Januury  156},  to  the  Earl  of  War- 
iKrick's  players  for  tWo  plays,  prefented 
before  her  lafl  Chriftmas   •      -      -     13    6    8 
X2th  January  1 57^,  to  Lawrence  Dutton,  and 
his  fellows,  fervants  to  Sir  Robert  Lane 
Knight,  for  prefentrng  a  play  before  her 
on  laft  St.  Stei^ieifs  day,  at  aigbt    -      6  13    4 
a9thFebniaryi57|,tDLawrenc^utton,and 
his  fellows,  for  prefenting  a  play  before 
heron  Shrove  Sunday,  at  night  -     -     13     6     8 
7th  January  1 57I,  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's 
players  for  two  plays,  prefented  before 

her 13    68 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  for 

their  charges,  &€•      -      ----6134 
lOth  January  157 J,  for  two  plays  prefented 
before  her  this  Chriftmas,  vix« 

To  Lord  Clinton's  men   -     6  13    4 
To  WiHiam  Eldertbn's    -    6  13    4 

On 
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While  the  adtors  were  chiefly  children; 
and  while  the  theatHcal  companies  were  no« 

blemen's 

On  the  22d  February  157!,  to  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter*s  players,  for  prefenting  a  play 
before  her  the  21ft  inftant  -  -  j^*  6  13  4 
And  byway  of  her  Majefty*s  reward  -  36^ 
2  8th  March  1 57^,  to  Richard Mouncafter  for 
two  play$  prefented  before  her  on  Can- 
dlemas-day, and  Shrove-tuefday  lafl 

20  marks. 
And  further  for  his  charges      -    20  marks. 
29th  December  iSJSi  to  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter's  players,  for  prelentiag  a  play 
before  her,  on  Candlemas-day  at  night  10  *^  *^ 
2d  January  iS7l>  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick's 
players,  for  prefenting  two  plays  before 
her,  on   St.  Stephen's  day,  and  New 
year's  day  lafl,  at  night     -      •  .  -      20  •»  — • 
7th  January  157!,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's players,  for  a  play  prefented  before 
her,  on  Candlemas  day,  at  night     -     10  «—  — • 
II th  March  I57|>  to  Richard  Mouncafter^ 
for  prefenting  a  play  before  her,  on 
Shrove  Sunday  laft     -     -    -     -    -     10-— — • 
iith  March  1574,  ^^  Lawrence  Dutton  and 
John  Dutton,  fervants  to  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  for  prefenting  a  play  before 
her,  on  Shrove  Monday  laft     -      -      10  *—  — * 
20th  January  157^,  for  two  plays  prefented 
before  her>  in  the  Chriftmas  holydays 
laft,  viz. 

To  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  players     6  13    4 
To  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's  players      613^4 

And 
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Hcmen*s  fervants;  the  theatres,  on  which  they 
prefented  their  interludes,  and  difplayed  their 

i^arious 

And  to  each  of  them  by  way  of  her  Majefty's 

reward  j^«  lO      -      .     -     -     .    jC-^?  —  — 
On  th^  3d  February  157!,  to  the  Earl  of  Suflex's 
'  players,  for  a  play  prefented  before  her, 
on  Candlemas -day  laft     -     -*«6i34 
And  by  wayof  her  Majcfty*s  reward   -     -  13  — .  —* 
aoth  February  iSJj^  for  two  plays  prefented 
before    her,  on   Shrove  Sunday,   and 
Monday  laft  i  viz. 

To  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  players      6  13    4 
To  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  players     613     4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward,  to  each 
of  them— 5  marks. 
9th  January  157 J,  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's 
fervants,  for  a  play  prefented  before  her, 
in  the  Chriftmas  holydays      -     --6134 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  --368 
9th  January  i57t)  to  lyord  Howard's  fer- 
vants, for  a  play  prefented  before  her      6134 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward      -       368 
14th  March  157  J,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's players,  for  a  play  on  Candlemas- 
day  laft      -.«--...io..-— . 
16th  January  157^  for  four  plays,  prefented 
before  her  Majefty,  viz. 
One  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  players. 
Two  by  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's  players. 
One  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick^s  players. 
I3tb  March  157I,  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's players,  for  a  play  prefented  be- 
fore her,  on  Shrove-tuefday    -    -    -    6  13    4 

And 
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various  powers  of  performance,  could  not  have 
been   very    large,    or   commodious.      When 

Queen 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty*s  reward   -    j^-  3    6    8 
On  the  13th March  iSlh  ^^  *cEarl  ofWarwick*s 
players,  for  a  play  prefented  before  her, 
On  Shrove  Sunday     -     «     ...gj^^ 

And  by  way  of  her  Majeftj^s  reward  *    •    3    6    ff 
1 8th  March  157^  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick'3 
players,  for  a  play  that  (hould  have  been 
played  on  Candlemas-^ay  laft      -      *     ^  I3    4 
25th  January  157/^  for  four  plays  prcfented 
before  her,  including  the  reward  to  each 
of  them,  viz. 
To  the  Lord  Chaihberlain*s  players  10  —  — 
To  the  Earl  of  Leicefter's  players     10  —  •— 
To  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  players    10  •—  — 
To  the  Lord  Straunge's  tumblers      10  —  — 
23d  February  iS7r^y  ^  the  Lord  Chamber^ 
Iain's  players,  for  a  play  prefented  before 
her,  on  Candlemas-day  laft     ---6134 
'    And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  «     •     3    6    8 
23d  February  }  57  ^^,  to  the  Lord  Chamber* 
Iain's  players,  for  prefenting  a  play  be-- 
fore  her,  on  Shrove -tuefday  laft     -    -    6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward       -    3    6     8 
23d  February  1 57 ,%,  to  the  Earl  of  Darby's 
players,  for  a  play  prefented  before  her, 
on  Sunday  the  14th  inftant     -     •    •-     6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward    -    *    3    6    8 
30th  January  158^,  to  Ralph  Bowes,  mafter 
of  her  Majefty's  game  of  Paris  garden, 
for  bringing  the  iaid  game  before  her, 
onStjJohn't-day,^atChriftmashift    .    5  —  — • 

On 
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Queen  Elizabeth  did  her  beft,  to.  entertain  the 
French  ambaflador,  with  her  taylkrs^  payntors^ 

jUkwemetiy 

On  the  aotli  January  i  S8§,  for  tfareeplays,  prefcnt- 
ed  before  her,  viz. 
.TolheJEarl  of  Suflex's  men  for  a  play 
.    on  St.  John's  day  at  night  •    ^.  lo  —  — 
,  To  &e  Earl  of  Leicefter's  fervants 

for  a  play  on  St  Stephen's  day  *  lo  —  — - 
To  the  Earl  of  Darby's  men  for  a 

play  on  New  year's  day    -    '.     lO  —  ~ 
13th  February  158?,  to  the  Earl  of  Leices- 
ter's fervants,  for  a  play  prefented  be- 
fore her,  on  Shrovc-tuefday     -    -    -    6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward   •    -    3    6    8 
L3th  February  15875  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's fervants,  for  a  play  prefented  be- 
fore her,  on  Candlemas  day  laft    -    -    6  13    4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward    -    «     3    6    8 
ad  July   JSS.f,  to   Edward    Bowes,    the 
mailer  of  her  Majefty's  game  of  Paris 
garden,  for  two  reprefentations  of  the 
iaid  game  before  her,  at  Whitehall,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  and  ift  of  May  lafl:      10  —  — 
aift  January  1 58^,  to  Edward  Bowes,  mafter 
of  iaer  Majefty's  game  of  Paris  garden, 
for  preftnting  the  iaid  game  before  her, 
at  Weftminfter,  the  ^y  6th,  7th,  and 
lafl:  day  of  December    -     •     •    .    20  —  — 
2ift  January  \^\^  to  the  Lord  Strangers 
fervants,  for  (iindry  feats  of  adiyity, 
ibewed  before  her,  on  Childiermas  day 

laft     .* 5 

Apd  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  -    .    5  —  — 

On 
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^k^emm^  aftd  drafpars^  ^  to  garnijh  the  old 
**  garments  to  w/Jit^  them  feme  frejb  againe ;" 

and 

On  the  6th1llarth  1 5RJ  ,to  her  Majeft/&  players  for 
2f  plajr  pfefeftted  before  her ;  on  Shrove 
Sundays  --  -  -  -  -  -  ^.  IO•7*  — 
4th.March-I58^  to  her  Majefty's  players, 
fbr  three  plays  preTented  before  her,  at 
Ghrtfttnas  and  Shrovetide     -     -    -    20  — »  «• 

117th  February  158!^  to  the  Lord  Admiral's 
players,  ikrc  two  interludes,  preTented  be- 
fore her  Majefty,  on  die  Sunday  after 
Chrilhnas  day,  and  Sirove  Sunday  htft  20  «—  -^ 

16A  March  158 J,  to  her  Msgefty's  players, 
for  two  interlodes  preTented  before  her, 
onSt.Ste{:3ien'sday,andShroveSmid^20  — »  -^ 

loth  Mai^h  158/9,  to  the  Lord  Admiral's 
Tervants^  for  certain  feats  of  a^vity, 
Viewed  before  her,  on  the  23  Decem- 
ber laflr-       ---.--•613^ 

Alfo  for  a  play  preTented  before  her,  on 

Shrove-tuefday  laft    --      ---6134 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward    -    -     6  13    4 

15th  March  ^58^,  to  John  Button  2Skiyohn 
Lanbon  [Lanhem]  two  of  the<Jueen*s 
{layers,  for  two  inoerludes,  fliewed  be- 
fore her^  on  St.  Stephen's  day,  and 
Shrove  Stinday  hft     -     -     -    -    -20— •-^ 

5th  March  159?,  to  her  Majefty's  players 
for  four  interludes  prcfented  before  her, 
on' St,  Stephen's  day,  Sunday  after  New- 
year's  dafy,  Twelfth  day,  and  Shrove. 
Sunday     --      *-      -      --26  13    4 

Andby  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward"     -     13    6    8 

On 
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and  with  all  her  houfes^  and  clouds^  and  hills» 
and  other  devices^  ihe  appears  neither  to  have 

made 

On  the  5U1  March  159^  to  the  faid  players,  for 
{hewing  an  interlude  before  her,  on 
New  Year's  day  laft     -      -      -       ^.6134 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward  -     -     3    6     8 
D*    to  the  Lord  Admiral's  fervants,  for  two 
plays,  prefented  before  her,  on  St*  John's 
day,and  Shrove-tuefday  lail       -    •     13    6    8 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward    -    -    613    4 
20th  February  159^,  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford's 
fervants,  for  a  play  prefcnced  before  her, 
on  Twelfth  night  laft      -     .--10-**  — 
D®    to  Lord  Strange's  fervants,  for  fix  plajrs, 
prefen ted  before  her,  at  Whitdiall— viz. 
— St»  John's  Dayj    Innocents  D^y;    . 
New    Year's    Day  j      Sunday    after 
Twelfth  Day  J  Shrove  Sunday;   and 
Shrove  Tuefday    «-.«--     40  —  — 
And  by  way  of  ^her  Majefty's  reward      -    20  —  -— 
D**    to.  the  Earl  of  Suffex's  fervants,  for  a 
play  prefented  before  her,  on  Sunday 
after  New  Year's  day,  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary laft     -     •-•---.     10  —  1^^ 
27th  February  159$,  to  her  Majefty's  play- 
ers for  a  play  prefented  by  them  be- 
fore her,  on  St.  Stephen's  day  laft   -     10  •—  --« 
7th  March  159*,  to  Lord  Strange's  fervants 
for  three  plays  prefented  before  her  Ma- 
Jefty  at  Hampton-court,  viz.  St.  John's 
Night ;  New  Year's  Eve ;  and  New 
Year's  day     -     -----.20  —  —^ 

And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward      -     10  ^  .— 
1  xA  March  T  59 J,  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke's 

fervants 
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A 


made  any  fplcndid.-fliow,  nor  furnifhed  any. 
adequate  accomtpodations.     The  children  of, 

•  ...:•...  St. 

fervints,  fot  two 'plays  prcferitcd  before 
her  Majefty  at  court,  viz.  on  St.  John's 
day,atnigii^arK)Tweirrhday,«tnightj^.  13    6    8 
And  by  way  of.  her  AlajeftyjS  rewarid       -      6134 
On  the  27  th  November  x  597,  to  John  ftemlngs  and 
Thomas  Po'pe,   fervahts  to'  thte'  Lord 
.    •  !    Chaiiiberlain,  for  fix  irtterludei,  prefenf-  ' 

.   cd  before  herMajefty,  in  the  Chriftnias 
bplydayS'  laft     «      -      -     -     -     -    40:  —  — 
And  by  way  of  her  Majcfty's  reward       -     20  —  — * 
3d  December  1598.,  to  John  HemingS  and 
Thomas  Fbpe,  f^vants  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlak^  for  four  interiude$)  pfe- 
fentcd  before  her  Majefty     .-     -     -     26  13     4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majcfty's  reward      -     1368 
D**     to  Robert  Shaw^  and  Thomas  DowntoHj 
iisrvaiits  bf  tiie  Earl  of  Nottinghiam,  for 
two  plays  prefemed  before  her  •-.  -     13    6     8 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty's  reward        -      6  13    4 
i8tb  February  15'^^^^  to  John  Hemings,  f6r 
three  interludes,  (bswed  before  her,  by 
the  Lord  Cbamberiain's  fervants,  vie.  on 
St.  Stephen's  day^-at  night,  Twelfth  day 
••■  tit  night;  and  Shrove  Sunday,  at  nij^ht     20  —  — 
Atrd  by  wiy  of  fcel*  Mkjefty's  reward      *     10  -*-  — 
D*    to  yaHn  ilUftUe  for  two  plays  prefented 
before  her,  bylhe  Lord  Admiral's  fcr- 
vants,  on  St.  John*s  <fey;   and  New    • 
Yeat'sday     -    -     .---.-    10  marks. 
And  by  way  of  her  Mqefty's  reward      -  £'6  12    4 
I>*'  to  Roiert  Browne^  for  a  play  prefented 

D  d  before 


4oi  ^*  APOLOGY      [Of  THi  History 

St.  Paul's  probably  eSchibited  their  paftimes  in 
the  hall  of  their'  own  fchoof-houfe.  The 
regular  companies  htfd  only  the  public  inns, 
within  the  city  of  London,  where  they  could 
pleafe  by  adli^ig^  and  obtain  their  fubfiftencc 
by  plealing. 

'  The  yea?  1 570  has  httrt  nsfarkeii,  by  our  the- 
atrical hiftdrians,  as'  the  probable  e'poch>  of  the 
firft  erediion  of  regular  playhoufes.  As  early  as 
the  year  1576,  there  certainly  exifteda  build- 
ing, which  was  appropriated  to  fcenic  reprt- 
fentations,  and  was  emphatically  called  T»k 
Theatre.  It  was  probably  fituated  if>  the 
Blackfriers,  without  the  Lord  Mayor's  jurif- 
didion  (^).     Before  the  year   158;^,  theatres 

and 

before  her,  by  the  £arl  of  D^shfs  ftr* 
vants,  on  Sbf ove-tueiilay,  at  night  -  6  13  4 
And  by  way  of  her  Majefty*$  reward  5  marks.- 
iith  March  1600-1,  to  John  Honvnga,  for 
three  interludes,  prefented  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  fervants^  at  Chriftmas 
laft.- ,"3° 

(d)  The  privy  council  on  the  jft  of  Auguft  1577,  wrote  to 
Lord  Wentworth,  to  the  Mofter  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower,^  "  diat  for  avoiding  the  fioknefs  from 
^  the  hearof  the  weather^  they  take  itpniediate  order,  as  the 
«  Lord  Mayor  had  done  withinthe  city,  that  fuch  players  as. 
<'  do  ufe  to  play  without  the  cityvwithin  that  county  [Mid- 
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^nd<urtames  were  familiarly  known,  and  pu- 
ritanically reprobated,  as  Fenus  palaces  [e). 
Before  the  year  1586,  there  was  a  playhoufe 
at  Ncwington- butts,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
which  was  denominated  the  Theatre  {/),  The 
paffion  for  theatrical  reprefcntations  was,  at 
that  time,  become  exceflive;  as  we  may  learn, 
indeed,  from  StubbSs  Anatomy  of  Abufes^ :  So 
thpre  were  managers,  who  endeavoured  to 
gratify  the  popular  paflion  for  fcenic  amufe- 
jnent,  by  erefting  theatres.  But,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  calculate  the  number  of  playhoufes,  in  thofc 
days,  nor  to  afcertain  their  fites.  It  feems, 
however,  certain,  that^  while  the  beams  of 

«*  dlcfex]  as  the  Theatre^  and  fuch  like,  (ball  forbear  any 
^  more  to  play  until  Michaelmas  be  paft.'* 

{e)  Stubbs's  Anatomy  of  Abufes  i583,fign.LV.  Stubbs 
imm^iately  fubjoins,  "For  proof  whereof,  but  marke 
<'  the  flocking  and  running  to  theaters  and  curtem^  daylie 
«  and  hourely,  night  and  daye,  tyme  and  tyde,  to  fee  playes 
-•«  and  eneerludes,  where  fuch  wanton  gettures,  fuch  bawdic 
<<  fpeachess  fuch  laughing  and  fleering:  fuch  kifling  and 
«  bufling :  fuch  clipping  and  culling :  fuch  winkinge  and 
^  glancinge  of  wanton  eyes,  and  the  like  is  ufed,  as  is  won- 
**  derful  to  behold."— We  may  cafily  fuppofe,  Stubbs  did 
not  fo  much  defign  to  draw  a  picture,  as  to  daub  a  caraca« 
ture. 

{f)  The  letters  of  the  privy  council,  dated  the  1  ith  of 
May  1586}  directing  the  theatres  to  be  (hut  up,  for  pre« 
venting  peftilence* 

D  d  a  Shakfpeare'6 
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Shakfpeare*s  fun  brightened  the  ftage,  there 
were  feven  principal  theatres  in  Lohdon,  and 
its  fubuf bs :  The  Glob^  on  the  Bankfide,  the 
Curtain  in  Shoreditch;  the  Red "  bull  in  St. 
John's  ftreet,  and  the  Fortune  in  Whitd-crofs 
ftreet ;  the  Theatre  in  Blackfriers,  the  Cock- 
pit in  Drury-lane,  and  a  more  private  play- 
houle  in  Whitefriers  :  Add  to  theft,  the 
feveral  theatres,  which  had,  in  the  mean  time^ 
arifen  in  St,  Saviour's  pariih  from  this  paflion 
.  of  the  people,  who  laudably  preferred  the 
fentimental  pleafure  of  the  drama,  to  the 
favage  entertainment  of  bear-baiting. 

But,  this  preference,  which  cncrcafed  the 
number  of  theatres,*  gave  offence  to  thofe^ 
who  wifhed  to  influence  the  people,  in  their 
religious  opinions,  and  to  dired:  them,  in 
their  focial  conduft.  A  violent  outcry  was, 
how,  raiftd  againft  the  number  of  playKcufes: 
Complaints  were  repeatedly  made  to  the  (g-) 

privy- 

(g)  The  vcftry  of  St.  Saviour's,  Soudiwark,  where  fo 
ir.any  plnyhoMfes  had  beeu  erected,  thought  fit  to  order,  on 
the  19th  July.  1599)  ^  that  a  petition  ihall  be  made  to  the 
^  bodye  of  the  councell,  concerning  the  playhouies  in  this 
*'  parifh ;  wherein  the  enormities  fhall  be  (bowed  that  conaes 
''  thereby  to  the  parifh  j  and  that  in  refpeft  thereof  they 
"'  may  be  difmiffcd  and  put  dov/n  from  playing :  And  that 
**  iiij  or  ij  of  the  churchWardens  &c  fhall  prefent  the  caufe 

«  with 
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privy-council,  of  the  manifold  abufes,  that 
had  grown  from  the  many  houfcs,  which  were 
employed  in,  and  about  London,  for  common 
ftage  plays,  Thefe  complaints  were,  at  length, 
fully  confidered  by  the  privy-council.  The 
wife  men,  who  compofed  the  councils  of  Eli- 
zabeth declared,  that  fidge- splaying  ivas  not 
evil  in  it/elf.  They  diftinguifhed  between  the 
ufe,  and  the  abufe,  of  falutary  recreations,  in 
a  well  governed  Jlate.  And  they  determined^ 
*•  as  her  Majeftie  fometimes  took  delight  in 
"  feeing,  and  hearing  the  ftage  plays,**  to 
regulate  the  ftage,  by  reducing  the  number 
of  theatres,  and  increaling  their  ufefulnefs. 
For  thefe  ends,  the  privy- council,  who  did 
not  diftruft  their  own  power,  ifllied,  on  the 
22d  of  June  1600,  an  order  *^  for  the  reftrain|t 
^*  of   the   immoderate    ufe   of   playhoufes," 

<*  with  a  colleftor  of  the  Borough-fide,  and  another  of  the 
"  Bankfide,"  As  the  playhoufcrs  were  not  put  down,  the 
fame  veftry  tried  to  derive  a  profit  from  them,  by  tything 
them ;  and  on  the  28th  of  March  1600  :  **  It  was  ordered, 
**  that  the  churchwardens  fliall  talk  with  the  players  for 
^  tithes  ht  their  playhoufes,  and  for  the  reft  of  the  new 
**  tanne  houfes,  near  thereabouts  within  ihe  liberty  of  the 
**  Qiffie,  and  for  money  for  the  poore  according  to  the  order 
^  taken  before  my  Lords  of  Canterbury,  London,  and  Ai*" 
**  of  the  Revels."  [Thefe  curious  extrads  were  copied 
frbm  the  parifh-regifter.] 

D  d  3  which 
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which,  as  it  docs  honour  to  their  wifdom,  ami 
is  curious  in  itfelf,  I  have  fubjoined  in  a  mar- 
ginal note  (A). 

In 

(b)  An  order  of  the  privy -council  for  the  rcftraint  ofihe 
number  of  playhoufcs.  [From  die  council-rcgifter  of  the 
22d  of  June  1600.] 

*'  Whereas  divers  complaints    have  been  heretofore 
made  unto  the  Lords  and  others  of  her  Majefty*s  privy- 
council,  of  the  manifold  abufcs  and  diforders  that  have  growa 
and  do  continue  by  occaflon  of  many  houfcs,  crc^ed,  and 
employed  i«,  and  ahut^  the  city  of  London,  for  common 
ftagc  plays :    And  now  very  lately  by  reafon  of  fonie  com- 
plaints exhibited  by  fundry  perfons  againft  the  building  of  the 
jike  houfe  in  or  near  Golding«lane,  by  one  Edward  Allen, 
a  fervant  of  the  right  honble  the  Lord  Admiral,  the  matter 
as  well  in  general ty  touching  all  the  fafd  houfes  for  ftage 
plays,  and  the  ufe  of  playing,  as  in  particular,  concerning  the 
faid  houfe  now  in  hand  to  be  built  in  or  near  Golding-lane, 
hath  been  brought  into  queftion  and  confultation  among 
their  Lordihips.     Forafmuch  as  it  is  manifeftly  known,  and 
granted  that  the  multitude  of  the  faid  houfes,  and  the  mif- 
government  of  them,  hath  been  and  is  daily  occafion,  of  the 
idle,  riotous,  and  diflblute  living  of  great  numbers  of  people, 
that  leaving  all  fuch  honeil  and  painful  courfe  of  life  as  they 
(hould  follow,  do  meet  and  afTemble  there,  and  of  many  par- 
ticular al^i4fes  and  diforders  that  do  thereupon  enfuc*    And 
yet  neverthelefs  it  is  confidered  that  the  ufe  and  exercife  of 
fuch  plays  (not  being  evil  in  itfelf)  may  with  a  good  order 
and  moderation,  be  fuffered  in  a  well-governed  ftate :   And 
that  her  Majefty  being  pleafed  fom^times  to  take  delight 
and  recreation  in  the  fight  and  hearing  of  them^  fome  ordc^ 
is  fit  to  be  taken,  for.  the  allowance  and  maintenance  of  fuch 

perfons 
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lo  this  theatrical  edi<ft  of  the  privy-council, 
we  fee  the  v/iidom  of  Elizabeth's  minifters. 

They 

pe rfons  as  are  thought  meeteft  In  that  kind  to  yield  her  Ma* 
jefty  rccrcatfon  and  delight,  and  confequently  of  the  houfe^ 
that  mufl  (erve  for  publick  playing  to  keep  them  in  exercife^ 
To  the  end  therefore  that  both  the  great  abufes  of  the  plays 
and  playing- houfes  may  be  redrefTedi  and  yet  the  aforciaiU 
vfe  and  moderation  of  them  retained ;  The  LonU  and  the 
reft  of  her  Majefty's  privy-council,  with  one  and  full  con- 
fent  have  ordered  in  manner  and  form  as  followcth : — 

Firft — That  there  (hall  be  about  the  city  two  houfes  aivl 
90  more,  allowed  to  ferve  for  the  ufe  of  the  common  ftago 
plays  9  of  the  which  houfes,  one  (hall  be  in  Surrey,  in  that 
place  which  is  commonly  called  the  Bankfide  or  thereabouts,^ 
and  the  other  in  Middlefex.— -And  for  as  much  as  th^ir 
Lordfhips  have  been  informed  by  Edmund  Tiliiey  Eiq^  her 
Majefty's  fervaqt,  aqd  Mailer  of  the  Revels,  that  the  houfe 
now  in  hand  to  be  built  by  the  (aid  Edward  AJlen^  is.  not 
intended  to  jncre^fe  (he  number  of  the  playhoufes  but  to  b^ 
iniiead  of  ^o^her  (namely  the  Curtain)  which  is  cither  to 
be  rMinpdy  ai?:!  pl|icked  d^wP)  ox  to  be  put  to  fome  other 
good  ufe,  gs  ^o  that  the  fi(.uation  dier^of  is  meet  ^id  con-; 
venient  for  (hat  purpofe  \  1%  is  like.vif;;  ordered,  that  the 
f^id  houfe  of  Allen  (hall  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  tv/a 
houfes^  and  namely  for  the  houfe  to  be  allowed  in  MiddJefex 
for  the  company  of  players  belonging  to  the  Lord  Admiral,^ 
fo  as  the  houfe  called  the  Curtain  be  (as  it  is  pretended} 
either  ruinated,  or  applied  to  fome  other  good  )jfe.  And  for 
die  othcf  houfe  to  be  allowed  on  ^^irey  fide,  whereas  their 
Lprd(bips  are  pleafed  to  permit9  to  the  company  of  players^ 
that  (hall  play  there^^  to  m^e  their  own  choice^  which  they 
will  have,  of  divers  houfes  that  are  there,,  *chpofmg  one  of 
tb^m .  and  no  noore.   And  the  (aid  company  of  players,  being 

D  d  4  the 


4o8  u^»  APOLOGY    (Op  thb  History 

They  allowed  tb^  ufe  of  theatres,  but  endca- 
V6(ired,  by  corrective  regulations,  to  prevent 
tte  abufes  of  them  i    acknowledging,  in  the 

the  fcrvants  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  that  are  to  play  there, 
hare  made  choice,  of  the  houfc  called  The  Globe  ;  it  is 
ordered,  that  the  faid  houfc  ^nd  none  other  fliall  be  there 
allowed :  And  efpccially  it  is  forbidden  that  any  ftage  plays 
fhaU  be  played  (as  fometimes  they  have  been)  in  any  com- 
mon inn  for  publick  aflcmbly  in  or  near  about  the  city. 

Secondly— Forafrnuch  as  thcfe  ftage  plays,  by  the  multitude 
of  houfes  and  company  of  pbyifrs  have  been  fo  frequent 
not  fcrving  for  recreation,  but  inviting  and  calling  the  peo- 
ple daily  from  their  trade  and  work  to  mifpend  their  time. 
It  is  likewife  ordered,  that  the  two  feveral  companies  of 
players  aiBgned  unto  the  two  houfes  allowed,  may  play  each 
of  them  in  their  feveral  houfe  twice  a  week,  and  no  oftener ; 
and  efpecially  they  (hall  refrain  to  play  on  the  Sabbath-day, 
upon  pain  of  imprifonment  and  further  penalty :  And  that 
they  (hall  forbear  altogether  in  the  time  of  Lent,  and  like- 
wife  at  fiich  time  and  times  as  any  extraordinary  ficknefs 
or  infection  of  difeafe  (hall  appear  to  be  in  or  about  the  city. 

Thirdly — Becaufe  the  orders  will  be  of  little  force  and  efFeft 
unlefs  they  be  duly  put  in  execution,  by  thofe  unto  whoni  it 
appertaineth  to  fee  them  executed :  It  is  ordered  that  feveral 
copies  of  tbefe  orders  fliall  *be  fent  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  and  to  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  counties  of 
Middlefex,  and  Surrey,  and  that  letters  fliall  be  written  unto 
them  from  their  Lordfliips,  ftriftly  charging  them  to  fee  to 
the  execution  of  the  fame,  as  well  by  committing  to  prifon 
any  owners  of  playhoufes,  and  players,  as  fliall  difobey  and 
refift  thcfe  orders,  as  by  any  other  good  and  lawful  means 
that,  in  their  difcretion  diey  fliall  find  expedient,  and  to  cer- 
tify their  Lordfliips  from  time  to  time  as  they  fiiall  fee  Caufe 
of  their  proceedings  herein,'* 

language 
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language  of  John  Taylor,  the  water- poet : 

**  For,  plays  are  good,  or  bad,  as  they  are  us'd  ; 
*'  And,  beft  inventions  often  are  abus'd." 

For  all  the  falutary  purpofes  of  honeji  recrea^ 
iioriy  they  deemed  two  playhoufcs  fui?icient ; 
one  in  Middlefex,  which  was  to  be  T^be  For-* 
tune ;  and  one  in  Surrey,  to  be  The  Globe  : 
And,  forefeeing  that  thofe  regulations  would 
be  of  little  efFcft,  without  enforcement,  cither 
for  enjoying  the  ufe,  or  corredling  the  abufc, 
of  many  playhoufes,  the  privy-council  wrote 
letters  from  Greenwich,  on  the  22d  of  June 
1600,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  to 
the  juftices  of  Middlefex,  and  of  Surrey  ; 
urging  them,  by  every  proper  motive,  to 
carry  thofe  wife  regulations  into  effectual  exe- 
cution (/).  Owing  to  whatever  cai}ie,  whe- 
ther want  of  authority,  in  the  magiftrates,  or 
want  of  inclination  in  the  men,  thefe  orflers. 
of  the  privy-council  were  not  executed.  The 
diforders  of  the  playhoufcs  rather  incrcafed, 
than  dimini/hed.  The  mayor,  and  aldermen 
of  London,  felt  the  grievance,  without  being 
able  to  apply  the  remedy :  For,  they  were 
neither  urged,  by  the  clanjpur  of  the  multi- 
tude, nor  fupported,  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple }  who  now  relifhed  theatrical  amufqments,^ 

(/)  Councfl-regifter  of  the  22d  June  l6oo. 

as 
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as  they  were  better  accommcxlated,  in  the 
many  new  playhoufes,  and  better  gratified  by 
the  reprefentation  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas. 
The  privy-council  did  not  fo  much  partake 
of  the  Ipenic  enthufiafm  of  the  people,  as 
they  viewed  the  popular  concourfc  to  fcenic 
reprcfentations,  in  the  light  of  a  politic^)! 
diforder;  which,  having  increafed  under  re - 
ftraint,  required  correction,  rather  than  coun- 
tenance. In  this  fpirit,  they  wrote  a  ftrongcr 
letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  aldermen,  of 
I^ondqn,  on  the  31ft  of  Deccipber  1601  ^ 
reprehending  part  negleds,  and  requiring  fu- 
ture compliance  with  the  former  orders  {j\ 

Th^ 

(/)  Tto  following  IS  a  tranfcript  of  the  letter  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  aldermen^  from  the  council-regilter  of  the  31ft 
of  December  1601 : 

«  We  have  received  a  letter  from  you,  renewing  a 
complaint  of  the  great  abufe  and  diforder  within  and  about 
the  city  of  London,  by  reafon  of  the  niultirudc  of  playhoufes^ 
and  the  inordinate  refort  and  concourfc  of  diilblute  and  idW 
people  daily  unto  publick  ftage  plays ;  for  the  which  in- 
formation, as  wee  do  commend  your  Lordfliip  bccaufe  it 
betokencth  your  care  and  defire  to  reform  the  diibrders  of 
the  city  ^  So  wee  muft  let  you  know,  that  we  did  much  ra- 
ther exped  to  underltand  that  our  order  (fet  down  and  pre- 
fcribed  about  a  year  and  a  half  fmce  for  reformation  of  thq 
faid  diibrders  upon  the  like  complaint  at  that  time)  had  been 
duly  executed,  than  to  find  the  (ame  diforders  and  abufes  fo 
much  increafed  .as' they  are.    The  blame  whereof,  as  we 

cannot 
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The  privy-council,  on  the  fame  day,  wrote,' 
with  a  (harper  pen,  to  the  juftices  of  Middle- 
fex,  and  Surrey,  letters  of  reproof,  rather  than 
diredtions,  in  thefe  energetic  terms :  **  It  i^ 
in  vain  for  us  to  take  knowledge  of  great 

cannpt  but  impute  in  great  part  to  the  judices  of  the  peace 
or  fome  of  them  in  the  counties  of  Middlefex,  and  Surrey, 
who  had  fpecial  direflion  and  charge  from  us  to  fee  our  fai(| 
order  executed,  for  the  confines  of  the  city,  wherein  the 
mod  part  of  thofe  playhoufes  are  fituate :  So  wee  do  wifli 
that  it  might  appear  unto  us,  that  any  thing  hath  been  en- 
deavoured by  the  predeceflbr  of  you  the  Lord  Mayor,  and 
by  you  the  aldermen,  for  the  redrefs  of  the  faid  enormities^ 
and  for  obfervation  and  execution  of  our  faid  order  within  the 
city :  Wc  do  therefore  once  again  renew  hereby  our  di- 
rcdion  unto  you,  (as  we  have  done  by  our  letters  to  the 
juftices  of  Middlefex,  and  Surrey)  concerning  the  obfervation 
of  our  former  order,  which  wee  do  pray  and  require  you  tQ 
caufe  dujy  and  diligently  to  be  put  in  execution  for  all  points^ 
thereof,  and  efpecially  for  the  exprefs  and  ilreight  prohi' 
bition  of  any  more  playhoufes,  than  thofe  two  that  are  men- 
tioned and  allowed  in  the  faid  order :  Charging  and  flraitly 
commanding  all  fuch  perfons  as  are  the  owners  of  any  the 
houfes  ufed  for  ftage  plays  within  the  city,  not  to  permit 
any  more  public  plays  to  be  ufed,  exercifed,  or  (bowed  from 
henceforth  in  their  faid  houfes  :  and  to  take  bonds  of  them 
(if  yoa  (hall  find  it  needful)  for  the  performance  thereof,  or 
if  they  (hall  refufe  to  enter  into  bonds,  or  to  obferve  our 
(aid  order,  then  to  commit  them  to  prifon,  untill  they  fliall 
conform  themfelves  thereunto:  And  fo  praying  yoq,  as 
yourfdfdo  make  the  complaint,  and  find  tbecnormity,  fo  to 
apply  your  beft  endeavour  to  the  remedy  of  the  abufe," 

abufeS| 
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abuies^  and  to  give  order  for  redrefs,  if  our 
dircdHons  find  no  better  execution,  than  it 
fecmeth  they  do  ;  and  we  muft  needs  impute 
the  blame  thereof  to  you,  the  juftices  of  peace^ 
that  are  put  in  truft  to  fee  them  performed ; 
whereof  we  may  give  you  a  plain  inftance  m 
the  great  abufe  continued,  or  rather  incrcafcd, 
in  the  multitude  of  playhoufes,  and  flage  plays> 
in,  and  about,  the  city  of  London  {k).*^ 

In  thofe  proceedings,  for  rcftraining  the 
number  of  playhoufes,  and  checking  the  po- 
pular concourfe  to  fcenic  entertainments,  a 
difcerning  eye  may  perceive,  that  ftagc  plays, 
rather  than  the  Englifh  ftage  in  general  had 
rifen  to  great,  though  not  to  the  greateft 
fplepdour.  At  the  demife  of  Elizabeth,  Shak- 
fpeare  had  produced  two  and  twenty  of  his 
immortal  dramas.  The  commiffion,  which 
Elizabeth  eftabliihed,  in  i5?9»  for  revifing 
pbys,  before  Shakfpeare's  appearance,  as  a  dra- 
miitift,  had  an  obvious  tendency  to  form  the 
chaftity  of  his  mufe  ;  as  the  chaftity  of  Shak- 
fpearc's  mufe  had  the  fame  tendency  to  reform 
the  popular  tafte.  To  this  pure  fource  of  re- 
finement, and  of  pleafure,  we  may  trace  the 
popular  paflion  for  theatrical  reprefentations, 
>vhich  the  niinifters  of  Elizabeth  regarded  as 

(i)  Council-regifter  of  that  date. 
I  a  diforder. 
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a  diforder,  requiring  rieceflar;^  reform*  The 
cbncourfe  of  the  people  to  the  playhoufe 
enabled  the  managers  of  them,  firft,  to  furnifli 
fimple  accommodation,  then  to  give  greater- 
convenience,  and  laftly,  to'  fjij)eradd  'orna- 
mental fplendour ;  This  progrefs  of  improve- 
meritj  w^e  may  remark,  dreW  ftill  more  tht 
popular  refort ;  vvhilc  more  ample  recorftf>ehfd 
fupplied  the  means  of  higher  gratification  to 
the  multitudes,  who,  at  the  demife  of  Eliza- 
beth, found  in  theatrical  reprefentations  their 
greatfeft  amulement. 

Such  are  the  various  viev«rs,  which  thofe  new 
notices  give  of  the  ftage,  in  England,  at  every 
ftep  of  its  progrefs.  As  Scotland  was  inha- 
bited, during  every  period,  by  people  of  the 
fame  lineage,  its  laws,  its  cuftoms,  and  its 
amufcments,  were,  in  every  age,  nearly  alike; 
When  the  warlike  fports  of  the  field  were 
fafluonable  among  the  valorous  people  of 
England^  tournaments,  and  other  martial 
paftimcs,  were  the  delight  of  the  hardy-  inha- 
bitants of  Scotland  (/).  When  London  had  its 
abiot  of  mifrule^    Edinburgh   had   its  abbot 

(/)  Arnot's  Ediji".  71  :  William  the  Lion,  who  died  in 
1212;  gave  to  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  a  valley,  on  the 
road  to  I<eith,  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  holding,  totirnainenti 
and  other  l^ahly  feats  of  arms, 

of 
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vf(m)  tmrea/Qn^  when  the  citizens  of  London 
amufcd  thcmfelves  with  the  feftive  feats  of 
Robin  Hood,  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  di- 
verted themfelves  with  the  manly  cxcrcifes  of 
Roiert  (n)  Hude  5  and  while  the  youth  of 
London  rofe  in  tumult,  when  their  fports 
were  rcftrained,  the  {0)  bairns  of  Edinburgh 
ran  into  infurredlion,  when  an  attempt  was 
,  made,  at  the  sera  of  the  Reformation,  to 
fupprefs  the  game  of  Robin  Hood.  In  Scot- 
land, the  drama  held  the  fame  -courfe,  as  in 
England,  from  rudcnefs  to  refinement ;  be- 
ginning with  fcriptural [p)  mystekiesj  im- 
proving with  MORALITIES;  znA  Jinijhing  off 
with  monarchicke  tragedies  (j'). 

{m)  Amot*s  Edln^  77.  In  I5SS>  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  pafled  an  ad  ^  Ancnris  Robert  Hude  and  Abbot 
•*  of  Un-rcafoiii"  whereby  it, was  ordained,  **  that  in  all 
"  times  cummyng,  na  maner  of  perfon  be  chofen  Robert 
•*  Hude,  nor  Little  John,  Abbot  of  Unrcafoh,  Queenis  of 
^  May,  nor  otherwife,  nouther  in  burgh,  nor  to  Landwart.** 
[Skenes  Adles,  1597,  p.  150.]  Thofe  fports  of  the  field 
were  furely  very  harmlefs,  perhaps  falutary  :  But,  the  mo' 
%a/itiesy  which,  at  that  very  epoch,  were  ict  forth  by  Sir  David 
Lyndfay,  were  certainly  in  the  higheft  degree  obfcene,  in 
tfieirreprcfentation,  and  immoral,  in  their  tendency. 
(n)  Id. 

{e)  Let  no  minute  commentator  remark  the  Scotiiafm  of 
chat  good  old  EngUJb  word,  which  is  fometimes  ufed  by 
Shakipeare,  and  Ben  Johnfon. 

(^)  lb.  75.  {q)  Lord  Stirling's  Works. 

It 
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It  was  not  at  Edinburgh  alone,-  that  the 
Abhoi  ofVnreafon  pradifcd  his  rujiick  revelry. 
At  Aberdeen,  a.  city,  noted  in  every  age  for 
hilarity,  they  had  in  very  early  times,  an  Ab- 
bot of  (r)  Bonne- Acordey  who  gratified  the 
citizens  with  a  play ;  a  fcriptural  play,  or 
myjiery  (x).  About  a  century  after  the  afting 
of  the  myftcry  of  the  Haliblude  on  the  IVynd^ 
myllhiliy  at  Aberdeen,  Sir  David  Lyndfay  ex- 
hibited his  moralities  upon  the  Cafllehill,  near 
Cowpar-in-Fife.     The  farcafm  of  the  fatirift 

(r)  **  144s  April  the  30th:  The  council  and  many  of 
^  the  gild-brethren  for  letting  zvAJlanching  of  divers  enor^ 
*'  mides  done  in  time  bygone  by  the  abboits  of  the  burgh 
^'  called  of  bone  acorde  [propofed]  that  in  time  coming  they 
**  will  giue  no  fees  to  no  fuch  abbots ;  and  for  this  Inftant 
*  year  they  wiH  haue  no  fuch  abbot,  but  that  the  alderman 
^  for  the  time  and  any  baillie  he  chufes  to  take  with  (join  til) 
<^  him  to-fupply  that  &ute  (want)."  [MS»extn&  from  the 
eity  records  of  Aberdeen.]  The  Abbot  of  B^nm  Acordg 
was,  however^  fo  agreeable  to  the  people,  diat  he  continued 
long  after  to  gfatify  them  yearly  with  puUic  fports :  And,  the 
fees,  which  were  obje£^ed  to^  in  14459  were  afterwards  Set- 
tled at  ten  nurks^^  yeir.  [City  records,  7th  Auguft  1486.] 

(y)  On  the  22d  of  Oftober  1445,  Thomas  Lawfon  was 
recefved,  as  a  burgefs  of  Aberdeen,  a  privilege,  which  was 
lately  granted  him,  when  he  was  abbot  of  bonne  acorde,  for 
his  expences  laid  out  by  him  in  a  certain  play  [ludoj  de  ly 
ialibludi  apud  ly  Wyndtnyll  bilL  [MS.  extra£b  from  the 
city  records,  which  were  written,  in  thofe  times,  partly  in 
low  Latin,  and  partly  in  Norman  Freftch.  J 

was 
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was  chiefly  levelled  at  the  prelats^  the  monks ^ 
and  the  nuns^  who  were  exhibited,  as  extremely 

^  worthlels  :  But,  what  muft  have  been  the 
coarfcncfi  of  the  barons,  the  dames,  and  the 
monarch,  who  could  hear  fuch  ribaldry,  with- 
out indignation,  and  fee  fuch  obfcenenefs, 
without  a  blufli  (/). 

A  reformation  was,  however,  at  hand,  which 
IS  faid  to  have  been  brought  forward,  full  as 
much  by  the  moralities  of  Lindfay,  as  by  th'e 

^fermons  of  Knox.  The  Church  of  Scotland, 
as  it  adopted  its  fundamental  principles,  from 
the  religious  praidliccs  of  Geneva,  at  the  fame 
time  aflumed  its  enmity  to  draihafic  exhibi- 
tions. It  is,  neverthelefs,  certain,  that  a 
company  of  players  performed  at  Penh,  ia 

(/)  It  appears  from  Letind*s  CoUe&nnea,  vol.  iw  p.  300, 
as  Mr.  Malone  has  indeed  remarked,  that  when  die  nlalriag^ 
of  James  the  ivth  with  Margaret,  the  eldcfl:  daughter  of 
Heitiry  the  vittb)  was  celebrated  at  Edinburgh,  in  1503, 
<<  after  dynnar  a  mor(tUtii  was  played  by  the  faid  Mafter 
*<  Ingltih^  and  hys  companyons,  in  the  prefence  of  the  King 
«*  and  Qwcne,  and  then  daunces  were  daunccd."  yet,  .the 
hjfforian  of  the  ftage  feems  not  to  have  adverted,  that  Mafter 
IngliOie)  and  his  companyons,  with  menftrells  of  muiick,ac« 
coaipanied  Margaret  from  Wyndfor-caftle  to  Hotyrbod« 
houfe.  [lb.  26;^-28o-289.]  I  have,  however,  fliowh  from 
the  evidence  of  records,  the  exiftence  of  fimiiar  plays^  in 
ScoIanJ,  upwards  of  half  a  century  before  that  memorable 
epoch*. 

June 
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Jutte  1 589.  In  6bediei)ce>  indeed^'  M  the  z& 
of  the  aflbmbly^  which  bdd  been  made,  in 
(*r)  1 575,  they  applied  to  the  confiftcry  of  the 
churchy  for  a  licitnte ;  (hewing  a  copy  of  their 
play :  And,  they  were»  accordingly/  {Permit- 
ted to  aft  the  pky^  on  condition^  howeTcr^t 
^'  that  no  fwearing^  banning^  nor  any  fcur* 
*'  rility  {hall  be  fpc4cen>  which  wbuld '  be  k 
*'  fcandal  to  religion^  and  an  evit  examf^  to 
"  others  (v)."  Thus,  it  appears,  that  the 
church  of  Scotland  adopted  analogous  mea- 

(«}  ^  Bf  the  General  Aflembly  begun  aiid  ^den  it 
^  Edinburgh  die  7th  day  of  March  1574  j 

<^  It  is  thoucht  meitandconcliidit  yat  na  dek^k  playes,co* 
^  medies  or  tragedies  be  nriaid  of  ye  cannonicall  Scriptures 
^  aUweil  neW  as  auld  on  Sabbotb  diy  ndf  \K^rk  day  in  time 
^  coming.  The  Contravenar^  hereol^  (if  they  b^  minifters) 
^  to  be  fecludit  fra  y^  fiinfiion  and  i^  they  be  litheris  to  be 
^  puntflut  be  ye  difcipline  of  ye  kirk }  and  ordains  an  article . 
<*  to  be  giveh  in  to  tick  as  fitts  upon  ye  pdlicie  ysit  for  uthet 
^  playes  comedies  tragedies  and  utheris  profaine  jylayeS  as 
^  are  not  maid  upon  autbehttck  pairtes  Of  y«  ScH|>tures^ 
^  may  be  confiderit  before  they  be  cx|>onit  pui)li6Uie  and 
«•  yat  they  be  not  phyed  upOn  ye  Sabboth  dayes.**  [From 
^e  MS.  ^  Buik  ot  the  Univerfal  itirk  6f  Scotland  quhairia 
^  f^  beides  and  condufiones  devyfit  be  the  minifters  and 
'^  ciMditffimiefs  of  the  particular  kirkl»  thairof  are  fpecially 
^  expreffitaAdcontainit**] 

{v)  An  Aecount  of  Pehh,  1796,  p;  40^  by  the  R«v.  Mfi 
Scot^  wbo  quotes  the  old  records  for  tlie  fi^s* 

E  e  futfes 
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.fures  to  the  judiqous  regulations  .of  the  wik 
mmiftens.  of  England;  at  the  fame  epoehi  by 
allowing  tAe  uje,  bijt  preventing  tie  abnfe<£ 
dramatic  exhibitions*  A$ .  a  fcboIar»  and  a 
poet^  King  Jacnea.  adijfum}  <be'ddLaui,«  And, 
Ifime  Englijh  idmedkm  cooking  t&  Edinbui^h^ 
in  1 599»  he  gaye. them  a  lice^ie ,lo  «<^,  though 
lie  thereby  .offended  the.  ecch^fiics^  who 
^wanted  not  fuch  proyqcation  to.dflhirh  hts 
.governmeftt  (w),   . 

{w)  ArchbifliopSpottifwood  gives  the  foUowicg  account  of 

.tjhat  ^an^a^ion:  ^  In  the  endofthe  year  [^^99]  happe/ie^  (bmc 

"  new  J  ars  betwixt  Jibe.  King  and  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh,; 

<^  becaufe  of  %  company  of  Engliih  comedians,  whom  the 

"  King  h^d  lic^nfed  to  play  within  the  burgh.     The  mini(- 

,*i.  tefs  bping. offended  y^ith  th^  liberty  given  theiii^  did  cx- 

M  jj^l^j^mjn  their  fyoidns  againft  rfage-glayers,  their  unruli- 

/.^  nefsand  irnniod^ft behaviour;  a^i4  ><?  their  fefSons  ma^ 

/'  ^n^i  prohibiting  people  ifi  nfirt  unfotb^ir  plays  ^  under  pa'iji 

^^  ff  th£ , church  cenfures*    Tl^e  King,  taking  this  tot>e.a 

J-}  discharge  of  bis^lidenfe>  ^called  l^e  fe&ons  before  the  c6uf\- 

^^  clL  and  ordained  them  to  annul  their  ad,  and  not  to*  re* 

*^  drain  the  people  froi^i  going  to  the(e  comedies  ;  *  Whic|i 

^^  they  proniifc^j^ahcjaccdrdinojly  perf9rmedj  "^hereof  pu^- 

,  ^  licati^n  wa?  m;|dc  the  day  after,  ^and  all  that  pleafed  per- 

•  ^^  n^ittjpa  to  re^ftir  unto  the  fame,  to  the  great  oflFqncq  of  t^ 

.^f^  ^9i.in^fters.^;^{.H^^^^^  ofScotlan^jp.  L}^^^^ 

In  this  account,  there  (eeni  to  be. Implied  two  points;  rtgt 

King  James  did  not  fend  for  the  Engliifa  comedians;  and 

Scotland,  dmlnf^  rpigtu  ,  ^'^^  lj^  ; -■;  -:l  .  .     •  /  .  *: 

'  -*iji  r  ;ji  Yet, 
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Ycty  plays  «uid  players  may  be  confideredt 
SS^gbtkfs  fu^ancen  in  Scotland,  during  that 
age.  Nor,  has  diligence  been  able  to  ihow  in 
jbb^  Scqttiih  literature,  aiiy  thing  like  a  come-^ 
die,  hjlfl:orie>  or  tragedies  from  the  revival  of 
jiearnjng,  to  the  acceffion  of  King  James.  The 
/cftrriHties  of  Lyndfiy  caiji  no  more  be  cbnfi- 
dered  as  legitimate  dramas,  than  the  fcurnl 
Jejls  of  Sfceltorii  '*a  fbarpe  fatirift,  indeed,'* 
lays  Puttenham,  **  but  with  more  rayling  aivl 
**  fcoffery  than  became  a  poet  laureait  {^x)J' 
PbilotuSf  which,  when  orginally  printed^  i/i 
1603,  wasentitledi  "  Ane  vcrie  excellent,  and 
^'deledabillTir^tf/j/?,"  was  called  a  rfl«^^/V,  when 
it  was  r^puhlifhed^  iii  16 ti^  The  marriage  of 
Pbilotus^  as  We  fee  it^  in  this  rhapfodical  col^ 
ioquy%  C2tn  fcarce  be  called  a  wedding  mannerly 
mt^Jl :  Nor,  ought  vrc  to^  be  forprifed^  that 
the  church  of  Scotland  preferred  a  fad  funeral 
fedji  to  the  coarfe^  and  immodeft  dialogue;, 
which  were  prefented  on  the  plgyfield  to  an 
unjenlightened  people.  But,  Lord  Stirling 
Wfis  now  wooing  warp^  and  itfedving  woof,  the 
winding^Jbeet  of  obfcene  plays :  And,  the  mo- 
narcbicie  tragedies,  which  muft  be  allowed  to 
J^ve  fentinients  that  fparkle,  though  no  words 

(4*)  The  Arte  of  Engliih  Poefie,  1 5S9,  p.  5a 

E  e  2  tliat 
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that  bum,  were  entitled  to  the  honoirr  of 
James's  acceptance,  and  to  the  higher  ho- 
nour of  Shakfpeare's  adoption. 

The  hiftorian  of  the  Englifli  ftage  has  apt- 
ly divided  his  fubjeft  into  three  periods: 
The  Jirjl^  from  the  origin  of  dramatic  enter- 
tainments, to  the  aj)pearance  of  Shakfpeare's 
dramas;  the  fecond^  during  the  illumination 
of  the  fcene,  by  the  fun  of  Shakfpeare;  and 
the  tbirdy  from  the  time,  that  this  great  lumi- 
nary ceafed  to  give  light,  and  heat,  and  ani- 
mation to  the  theatric  world.  Of  the  firft  of 
thofe  periods,  much  has  already  been  faid; 
of  the  fecondi  fomcthing  remains  to  be  added; 
and  of  the  laft,  little  need  be  remarked:  It 
has  been  my  conftant  endeavour,  as  it  will  be 
my  fubfequcnt  praftice,  to  add  the  new  to  tht 
old,  rather  than  to  nriake  the  oldfeem  new. 

The  demife  of  Elizabeth  gave  a  different 
order  to  the  feveral  parts  of  our  theatrical  ar- 
rangements. King -James  is  faid  "  to  have 
*^  patronized  the  ftage  with  as  much  warmth, 
**  as  his  predeceflbr:".  But,  after  all  the  in- 
quiries, which  have  been  hitherto  made,  it 
has  remained  unknown,  rfiat  a  kind  -of  theatric 
revolution  took  pace,  on  the  arrival  of  James 
from  Scotland.  While  he  was  beftowing 
grace  on  every  rank,  he  Ihowed*  particular  fa- 
1  -  '  vour 
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vour  to  t&e  aStors{y) :  He  accepted  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  fervants,  as  his  ovVcD;  the  Queen 
retained  the  Earl  of  Worccftcr's  fcrvants,  as 
hcr's;  and  Prince  Henry  took  the  Earl  of 
Nottinghanj'p  players,  for  his  dramatic  fer^- 
vanls.  King  James  arrived,  at  the  Charter- 
houfe, .  London,  on  the  7th  of  May  1603  j 
which  may  be  deemed  the  epoch  of  that  revo-i 
lution.  On  the  19th  of  May  he  granted  the, 
Ijcenje,  which  was  firft  publiflied  by  Rymer,  in 
1705,  to  his  /ervants,  Laqrcppe  Fletcher, 
William  Shakfpeare,  Richard  Burbadge,  Au- 
gufline  Phillipes,  John  HcmingSj  Henrie  Con- 
del,  William  Slye,  Robert  Armin;  and  their 
aflbciates,  "  freely  to  exercife  the  faculty  of 
playing  comedies,  tragedies,  hiftorles,  in- 
terludes, morals,  paftorals,  ilage  plaies,  as 


€4 


(y)  There  is  the  following  paflage  in  Gilbert  Pugdale's 
Time  Triumphant^  which  was  printed  by  R,  B.  [Robert 
Barker]  in  1604,  fign'.  B : — <*  Nay ;  fee  die  bounty  ofW 
<*  all  Idnd  fovefaigne  s  not  only  to  the  indifferent  of  WDrtb^ 
^  and  the  worthy  of  honour,  dSd  He  freely  deal.^bout  th^fe 
<^  caufes :  But,  to  the  mean  gave  grace  i  as  faking  to  him^^ 
<<  felfthe  late  Lord  Chamberlain's  fervants,  no>r  the  King'si 
««  aefers ;  the  Queen,  taking  to  her  the  E«*  ef  W$rftt?9 
^  fervantg,  that  are  now  \ieta£ltn\  aiid  thie  Prmee^ltbeit 
«  fonm  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  full  of  bop^  took^to  hin^ 
^*  the  E^ri  of  Nottii^gham  his.fervants,  who  ans  now' bis  ^f- 
«  Urs  \  fo  that  of  Lord's  feryants,  they  ^re  ri6#  d^  TeWants 
I*  t)f  the  King,  Q?«cn,  and  Prince/*      -   -        -     .: 
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**  well  withm  their  now  ufual  houffi,  called 
^*  the  Globe^  as  Within  any  convenient  places, 
•*  in  any  city,  and  univerfitie,  within  hi$ 
f^  kingdoms,  and  dominions."  Ample,  and 
favourable,  is  this  liccnfe  was  to  tbofe  Jer^ 
vants,  it  did  not  give  them  any  exclufive  pri- 
vilege, which  could  prevent  the  aflors  of  the 
Queen,  or  the  fervants  of  the  Prince,  from 
ading  fimilar  plays,  within  his  realms  j  though 
they  were  thus  diftinguiflied  by  the  royal  H- 
cenfe*  Of  fuch  players,  who  were  ftiU  more 
diftinguiihed,  as  the  original  adors  of  Shak* 
fpeare's  charadcrs,  it  may  gratify  curiofity,  tq 
know  a  little  more  of  the  life,  and  end, 

- — LAURENCE  FLETCHER.^— 

Of  this .  pcrfonage,  who  how  appeared^  at 
the  head  of  the  King's  fervants,  in  the  royal 
licenfe  of  i6oj,  Mr.  Malone,  the  hiftorian  of 
our .  jftagCt  has  faid  nothing.  Fletcher  was, 
probably,  of  St.  Saviour's  Southwark,  where 
feveraT'^feAiilJfes  of  the  name  of  Ffcfteher 
dwelt,  ^^  appears  from  the  parifh  regift^r, 
H6^w^  fj^i^e^  before  Shakfpeare,  and  Richard 
Bwrbad^  in  ^King  James's  licenfe,  aj  much 
ferbap^'bj^'acddcnt,  as  by  defign.  Auguf-^ 
fine  Pfiiflijgs,  whca  he  made  his  \<^ill,  in  Mky 
1605^  bequeathed  t^  y6/V  y^/Z^W,  LaureocQ 
:.   •       ^  ^      ^         '      "^  '  pietcher, 


FMdie^  twenty  (Killings;  Ar^A^jhk  Jeila^, 
o£  Phillips^  and' of  ShakQ>earef/wa8  buried  irr 
Stj  $aviaai?'s.dhurch,  oa  the  i2tii  of  Sep<- 
timber  i6o&i(f2;)«:  It  does  not  afipear,  .thai 
he  evor  pub^Hked:  any.  work,  either  ill  proic^' 
Of  V^fe.         ,\.;j  ;-'...      -  ..:    i  •;::,/ 

-~WJLLIAM  SHAKSPIARE— .:  :  .  \ 
The  gredt>  otitHnes  of  the  life  bf  this  it^ 
luiirious  deatnatift  are  fuffidetitly  kffdwdj 
He  was  born  od  the  2^  of  April  156^/ 
and  died,  .whore  he  was  borii^  on  the  23d 
of  April  1 6 1 6 .  Early  in  life,  .befoce  He  could 
have  acquired  any  profeffion,  he  became  a 
hirfbftnd,  and  a  father.  Whfe(4ier  *h*  4ver  rfc-; 
rtioved  his  family  to  Lofndon  \i  uhcfertain  (^J. 

/  ,:    :  At 

■  •       .  \:\-\  ;  :  .  •  .    ;  - 

(2)  The  pari£h».regifter  jrecords  that  AV^t  in  the  iblIow«^ 

ing  manner:  **  i6o8^  September  iz*"*  [was  buried]  Lau* 

**  rence  Fletcher,  a  wan^  in  the  church//  ^  I  could  not  firi^j^ 

in  the  prerogative-^office,  e4her  a  wm.Q^,the  d^eafed^  <ij^. 

any  adminiftratio«  tobjs  eftate.  ,  ..,    ..  1     .*  > 

(0}  Aubrey  has  ptrferVed  ?  tnt^ifi^^il^&  is^ktrebltly 
probable,  that  Shakfp^are  ufefl  to  My^,  once  a  year,  «ftOf]| 
Stratford  to  London,  and  from^LcHdWh  to  Stfltford  :•  ^f 
difs  tradition  be  admitted,  as  a  fad^  k-w6iiMt'  pftVe,'  ^Hth 
9Ahi\^  con^i^HoDy'  that  he  \siA  hh  faimly'St  StnitftfM/'ltM 
hifbdfinefs  in  Londbn,  Jf  docunfents'Mf  pfoluGe^  to  pte^ 
(bM^'^m^  ShakfpgaV^  ^  ^^U  i^n«NI-jri*S^.^'SMK^^  piKllf| 
BblIfflwari^,  at  m^^^tt^tV^^^Wi^  ot- lAe^bc^fhiiiA^ 
0e  feventecntb,  century,  this  rvidence-?iffll4!SlfVf«'dKa*fl<te 
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At  V9hit  time  he  firft  vifited  London  is  ftill 
more  uncertain.  He  certainly  rofe  to  ex« 
cellence^  as  a  player^  before  the  year  1591 : 
Andj  he  began  to  produce  tbofe  idiaauu^ 
which  have  eterniised  his^name^  about  the- 
year  1591.  He  was  celebrated^  as  a  poet^ 
in  1594:  -He  became  greatly  diilinguiihed» 
as  a  dramatift^  before  the  demife  of  Elizabeths 
He  was  adopted  as  one  of  the  theatrical  fer^ 
yanto  of  King  James ;  And  he  was  placed  the 
fecond,  in  the  lift  of  thofe  players^  who  were 
fpecified  in  the.  royal  licenie  of  1603,     In 

proof  of  ^c  fettled  ivfidence  of  Shakfpeare :  For,  it  is  a 
fy^  as  n<fw»  a$  it  isc^riqus,  that  his  brother  Edmood,  whQ 
was  baptized  on  the  3d  of  Ma^  1580,  became  sl  player  at  tbe 
Ghb€%  lived  in  St  Saviour^s;  and  was  buried  in  ihi  church 
of  that  parifli :  the  entry  )n  the  regifter  bemg  widiout  a 
blur;  ^  1607  December  3r,  f was  buried]  Edmnd  Shah-' 
«  jpiar4^  a  flajir^  in  the  church  1**  there  can  be  no  dilute 
about  the  date,  or  the  name,  or  the  profeffwn.  It  is  remark- 
able^ that  the  parifti  clerk,  who  fcarcely  ever  mentions  any 
other  diftindion  of  the  deceafed,  than  a  man^  or  a  v»many 
Oioiildy  by  I  know  not  what  in^iration,  have  recoiled  Ed^- 
moiid  .^hak^geare,  ^  a  fla^n.  There  wer^*  vraiiTcquentlya 
tWo.Shak^pesures,  on  the  ftage,  during  tbe  lame  period}  as 
Ib^e  yrerc  two  Burbadges,  who  were  alio  bro^ers^^  and, who 
nAedl  on  tbe  fiune  theatro.  Mr.^  Malone  baS)  indeed,  re^ 
marked,  that  the. burial  of  Edmond  Shakipeare  does  not 
fiypcar  in  tbe  pojriih-regifter  of  Stratford*  upoor  Avon.  I  have 
pot  been  able  to  find  any  notice  of  £da;ion4  ^b^k^pqurei  iq 
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1605,  .Aii^uftine  PiuUIps^  by  his  will,  re- 
<;ollQded  Shakipefl[re>  as  ins  fallow^  and  be- 
qucsthcd  hipi  ^**  a  thirtj  ihilliog  piece  in 
^*  p^vX^f*  afi  a  tribute  of  aifedion.  How 
long  be  aA(4  i«  uncertain  1  although  be  con- 
tinued to.  writo  U^r  tbc  ftage  till  the  year  16x49 
in  which  3rear,  be  is  iiiid  to  have  produced 
Twelftb-Nigbt^  his  thirty-fourth  play.  When 
be  retired  frpm  tlie  ilage>  be  probably  diP* 
pofed  oi^  bis  property  in  the  theatre ;  as  there 
is  no  fpeciiic  bequeil  of  his  fhare  by  the 
teftament,  which  he  made  oq  the  25th  of 
March  161 6. 

The  nmll  of  ^hakfpeare  has  been  ofteif 
publifhed,  though  not  always,  with  fufficient 
accuracy*  It  is  not  eaiy  to  tell,  who  of  all 
the  admirers. of  oujr  illuilrious  dran^atift,  £rfl; 
had  the  curiofity  to  look  into  his'  will.  It  is 
even  a  point  of  fome  difficulty  to  afcertain 
when,  and  by  whom,  the  will  of  Shakfpeare 
was  firil  publiihed^  Mr.  Malone,  indeed,  is 
ftudious  to  reprobate  Theobald,  for  publi(h'- 
ing  it  moft  blunderingly.  It  was  not  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  player-editors,  in  1623  »  ^^^ 
by  Rowei  in  1709 ;  nor  by  Pope,  in  1725, 
or  1728 ;  nor  by  Theobald,  in  1733,  or  17401 
and  he  died  in  1742,  if  we  may  believe  the 
'Pio^rapbia  jPramatka  |  npr  was .  it  .publifhed 

-  by 
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by  Hanraer,  in  1744 ;  -nor  by  WarWrton,  in 
1747 :  But,  it  was  certainly  pabliflied»'  with 
the  original  crrorg,  in  ^  SibgmfiMia  {i)  Brir 
tannicdj  1763,  for*  tht 'jfii*ft  timcj  I  believe* 
Why,  then,  -docs  Mr.  Maldoe  atcufe  Theo- 
bald, who  was  cWad  befcrft  CKi  eve«t,  <5£  that 
publitatttnV  and  'of -*h<*fe  -ciTo«5'(r)  ?  The 
faft  will  be  the  accuftr's'bbft  apology' :  He 
did  riot  look,  into  the  two  firft  editions  of 
Theobald,  which  wefe  piibliihed  <kiiidg  his 

(4)  Volume  die ^fifr;  partu  .   .i. 

(c)  Shak.  voLi.  pp.  187—190—191.  lAxlVSil^it^pf 
^  tbsitthe  lame  at  {he'topof  the  margin  of  cbc  ficA  Iheet 
«  was  probably  written  by  the  icriveoer  wlyi  drew  the  wilL'* 
[lb.  1 91,]  The  fa^,  however,  is,  that  this  name  was 
written  by  the  inter'w^  cfirk^  in  the  prer6gative^oiEc6,"  at 
riie  time  s  as  die  derks  of  iA$  ^fMbit  .d^  4illiared  -me  § 
pointing  arthe  TV  Itifffrnenfum]  ^cfa*  is  prefi^fd'fo.lfae 
i^ame  j  and  (hawing  the  fimilaritjr  of  the  haod-*w]:iting  to  the 
writing  of  die  probata  It  is  true,  as  Mr.  ^alone  (ays,  diat 
the  name  of  JShstkfiJeai^  is  fubfcribed  dn  die  margin  of  the 
iirft  brief  of  the^l  $  but,  he  ought  t6  havesfdded;  ^hat  ii 
plainly  the  fk&i  that  the  name  is*fi;^fcribed  on  the  marginf 
at  the  bottom  of  the  {beet,  on  the  left  hand  corner  i  and  was 
obviotifly  there  fubfcribed  by  the  teftator  for  want  of  room 
on  die  right  hand  corner  of  tBe  ilieet.  There  is  nb  other 
gl^ound  for:  Mr.  MaloneV  infmuaijon,  thad  this  fi^iiati^ 
was  not  made  by  ShakQ)eare,  eacccpllthat  die  three  %Mtui^ 
(o  the  will  are  very  different  in  th?  manner,  and  ipflling  ; 
But,  all  the  genuine  fignatures  of  Sftakfp^e  are  diffimilart 
{Sec  befom  die  plate,  wttAfr^^.Mi^.J  ^  '  •'  -    ^ 

life, 
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life,  far  itCctr(elA\Tig  the  troth  i  hiit,  ki&  caft 
^  h^dfe&  ej^eoh  a'i}>uri6ci9edid(m  of  Theofbild| 
|jhati#as  primed;  ibtti  aft^£i763,  with  the 
\Httj  which  Wis  ohfioQiiy  ceptrbliflied  fnitn 
the  Bidgnapbia  frith 'allji^s  erron^  in  xefpeft 
0O  the  gWt  ^^>r^/>  aifid  tSie  ^ro^^;f  bed.  The 
ghoft  of  Tbeohald  might  cry  out  vnfix  thir 
afmoa^cr^  in  Heray  vi  i:  "  Hji?^  /w^,  if  ercr 
^^  I  pribliftidd  the  Willi  Mjr  i^ri^  is  mj 
*f  f  rentier  3  and  "wien  J  did  torre^.  him  for 
^  bis  fmilt^  be  did  v<m^  i^  if(ndd  Ik  rntf 
ff  ^itbme:*    '  •'  - ..    '; 

This  celebrated  cdtnedfaii^,  who  wij^  ipib^^ 
bably,  bprn  before  theyiear  |;^^o>iii*HoAywe9 
jflreet,  aindf  who  roftif,  by  hif  feilehts^  to  tho 
hi^heft  rank  of  h\t  profefirofn,  was  the  ion, 
eif  James  Bdrbadge,  who  died  in  February 
^S^r*  ^^^  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
elders  ^  the  EngliHi  ftage :  Vet;. he  lived'  ta 
enjbyone  of  the  greateft  pleafqresr  of  a  pa- 
rent; to  fiSe  hfe  foil  at' the  Head  of  hid  prov 
feffion,  afa4  admired  by  the  worWl  Richard 
Burbadge,  prottgbly;  af)peattd  on  the  ftage, 
as  foon  a^  he  could  fpcak.  Ih  the  year  1 589, 
Ee  f epre^ntcd  Gordoduc,  and  Tereus,  in  Tark^ 
ton' i,  Piatt  of  the  Seven  Deadlie  Sinns.  Iii 
IJ^sfj^  {licharci  Burbadge  played. the  jardiidun 

.  u  fhara^cr 
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charadtor  of  lUchard  iu,fbr\^e  &A  time; 
of  its  being  performed.-. In,: th&  Cambridge 
comedy^  called' jTAr  Rttum  from  Famftffut^, 
which -was  probably  written  about  the  year 
r6o2t  he  is.  introduced^  in  hia  proper  perfcm  ; 
intruding'  a  Cambridge  fchobr  how  to  a<3: 
Richard  in.  He  performed  the  moft  difficult 
pam  in  Shakipeare's  dramas ;  and  wfis  ^^  fuch 
**  anaftor/l  ^lytiSir  Richacd  BaJk^r^  with:an 
onproj^etic  fpirit,  V  as  no  age.muft  ever  look 
^  to  iee  the  like*V  He  was  an  eminent  part-** 
ner  in  the  Globe^  and  Blackfriars,  theatres  i 
{o  that -the  a£tos^  who  per^nn^d  there,  were 
called  Burbai^'s  Q^mpat^.  He  was  appointed 
by  Auguftinev'PhilUps,  iii  1605/  one  of  the 
orarlibers  of  his  will*  H«  continued. to  diftin^ 
guxfh  himfelf,^  and  to  amuie  the  lovers  of  the 
drama,  tillJMarcK  i64-r,  when  he  was  carried 
oflF  by  the  plaguft;  leaving  .his  wife  Winifrid, 
pregnant  withher  feventh child, and e^cecutrix 
of  his  ounciipative.  will*  An  epitaph,  which 
was  written  for  him,  though  pot  infcribed  on 
his  tomb,  has  the  following  CQuplqt :» 

This  man  i)»the  now,  (as  many  mpr^  pan  tell ) 
Ended  his  part  y  and  he  bath  y3ed  wcH  (rf), 

...^AUGUSTINE 

rir~, ' — '■ """^ '■ ~~- 

'"(</)  He  wa;  buried  inTthe  parifli  oF  .St.  Leonard's  Sfiore- 

dHatiTA  the  regifter  ^  recorded,  on  d>e  i60ef  IBktrck 


*     ^—  AUGUSTINE  PMLLIPS 

'  Wzt  placed  next  to  Richard  Burbadge,  m 
the  royal  licehfe;  of  1603.  He  was  an  au« 
thor,  as  weU  as  an  fidor :  And  left  behind 

him 

i6f|.«P~Thefaine  rcgifter  hath  entered  tbebaptifinsi  an4  bu- 
rials of  his  childreoi  as  follows ;  and  the  regifter,  by  recording 
the  truth,  fhows  die  inaccuracy  of  Mr.  MaIone*s  llate- 
mcnt,  [Shake  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.*  185.]    ,     '      '     ' 
Nmmet  Bapthans.  •  ''Auriakt. 


z.  Richard 
%.  Julia 
3.  Frances 

.4.  Aim  . 

5.  Winiftyd 

6.  Julya 

7.  Sarah 


i6Lh  Auguil  1607 
12th  Sq)t^mber  i6b& 
r9th  September  1604 


14th  OAeber      1616  < 
15th  AugQfl       i6i{ 


ad  '  January  i6oy 
J  6th  September  1604 

8th  Auguft  1607 
loth  ©dcJbcr  16 1 3 
a6tfa  December  16 14 

5th  Auguft      16 19! 

Sarah  is  entered  in  the  regiffer  as  **  the  daughter  of  Wini- 
frid  Burbadge,  widow.^*-^Thc  name  of  Julia  was .  the 
name  given  by  the  £itberi  n(A  Juliet :  The  name  of  Juliet 
was  afterwards  impofed  by  the  parlQi  clerk,  when  he  recorded 
the  burial  of  the  firft  Julia,  on  the  12th  of  September  1608. 
«— This  hSt  proves,  that  Mr*  Malone's  obfervation,  on  this 
point,  is  groundlefs. 

Richard  Burbadge  had  a  brother  Cuthbert,  who  did  not 
riie  to  his  eminence,  as  a  comedian,  but  was  much  refpefled 
as  a  man.  He  alfo  lived  in  Holywell  ftreet;  and  was  buried 
in  the  fame  parifhy  as  appears  by  the  regifter,  on  the  17th  of 
O&ober  1 636 :  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  buried  in  the  fame 
cemetery,  on  the  ift  of  Oftober  1636  :  And  the  grave- 
ftone,  which  covered  them,  was  removed,  when  the  new 
•hurch  of  St  Leonard's  was  built  They  had  three  children : 
James,  who  was  buried,  in  the  lame  pari/h,  on  thci  15th  of 
July  1597  i  Walter,  who  y^s  baptized,  on  the  aid* of  June 
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him  fomc  lujdjccous  rM^V^t  ^tfh  7ere  ed-^ 
mpd  i©  the  Statiopers*  ijQofes,  ia  159^^ -and 

Tarlrto0'»  PJ«ft  ff  "Thf  Sevm  I^^H^,  &mnsi 
BbUlips  reprefented  the  efFemiriate  Sardana- 
paluSf  in  the  year  15894  He  is  fuppofed  to 
have  reprefented  cfaataders  \n  low  \i£c^  ^nsh 
Kempei  ^nd  Arniine,  rather  than  royal  pedbn-^ 
ages,  with  Eurbfcjge.  W4iatever  h.c  vverc,  in 
the  the«tfiei  he  certainly  was  a  refpe^able 
tk^^  in  the  world*  He  am^ed  cdlifidenble 
|»t)perty  by  his  prudence.  And  he  died 
at  Mordakc,  in  ^urrey>  in  May  1605  ; 
and  was  buried,  by  \\is  dying  reqtieft^  in  the 
.cbancd  of  the  church  of  that  pari(h  5  leaving 
bis  wife,  Ann,  executdx  of  hi?  will^  with  this 
provifo,  however^  that  if  ihe  married  again^ 
Joljn  Hemynges,  Richard  Burb^dge^  William 

1595 ;  and  Eltzabeti^  who  was  bapti2c^>  on  the  3btb  of 
December  i6oT^  as  the  fame  regifter  r^ords.— -In  the  pa- 
xifl]i*re^ifter,  this  celebrated  name  is  fpelt  three  different 
wa^rs ;  Burbidge^  Burbadge,  and  Burbege  ;  but»  moft  fre- 
qiieotly  Burbadge  :  in  the  regifter  of  the  prerogative-oiEce, 
it  is  written  Burbeige  $  fo  little  uniformity  was  there,  in 
thofe  times,  on  this  bead;  and  fo  little  foundation  for  end* 
cifin,  on  this  point  \  In  fa£l,  the  celebrated  comedian  fub- 
i^lM  his  |i^e  Richard  Btfrbad^^  if  we  may  determine 
|^9n?a$ng|e  autograph.  No.  xiv>  inpiate  ii.  of  Mn  Ml- 

Sly<v 


Slye,  and  Timothie  Whithofne^  (hould  be  his 
executors.  His  wMbW'iid  rrStiyTT^  and 
John  Hemyng^s  imnittdialtiip  j^oved*  the  will^ 
•on  the  i6th;(^  May  1607;  ^nd  aflumed  the 
tfuft,  which  Auguftine  Phillips  had  repofed  in 
him.  As  the  will  of  Phillipps  has  cfcaped 
•Mr.  Malone's  rdfearches,  and  contams  many 
curious  particulars,  1  fubjoja,  in  the  note,  a 
popy?  which  was  extra^d  from  the  rcgifltry 
of  the  prerogacivevcowit  [e). 

JOHN 

{e)  Augustine  Pmillips-s  Will. 
In  die  Name  ^of  6^  Amen,  the  fourthe  daie  of 
May  Anno  Din  1605  and  in  the  jeres  of  the  Reigne  of  O' 
Soarigne  Lorde  James  by  the  Grace  of  God  Kinge  d[ 
England  Scotland  Fraunoe  and '  Ireland  Defenderr  of  tbe 
Faithe  &s  that  is  to  (ay  of  England  Fraunce  and  Ireland 
j|he  diirde,  and  of  Scoiand  the  Eighte  and  thirtidi,  I  Atb- 
gtsftin^  Phillipps  pf  MoStllck  in  tbe  County  of  Surrey 
Gent,  beinge  at  this  pte  ficlcaad  weak  in  body,  but  <rf'good 
and  *^kdfz  mynde  and.  ranembrance  tbandos.  be  giKcn 
unto  .Almighty  God,-  dosipabe  ordeyne  and  diip^  this  my 
«pm  Teftam'  U  laft  Will-  in  piiagn  and  ii^e  following^t 
that  is  ta  (ay,  Firfte  afi4  principally  I  comende  my  Soirf^ 
into  tb*ands  of  AUmigbty  God  my  Maker  Savior  aifl 
Redeemer  in  iwhpine  ^  by  the  meritts  of  thfe  feopiifl 
^tbn  Jeftts  Chrift  I  tnifte  and  believe  aiTur^y  to  be  b^ 
and  to  ha¥e  Ml  cleire  remiffion  and  forgivenefe  of  ssq 
iinnes,  «od  I  comUt  my  .body  to  be  buried  in  the  chRMOceli 
of  the  p^e  Cborche^  l^o'telack  afore&id,  ai)d  a%r;imr 
bo^biKycd  andFuneraU  charge  paide.  Then  I  will  |b^  ;^1 
fuciM^Qei^M|ljE)^Btyef  as  I  owe  to  any  perfra  or  j^ifqpis 
9f  Righte  or  in  Confcience  fhal  be  truely  paide.  And  that 

done 


43t  A   A?0L6GY    [dt  tin  HfH»ott 

JOHN  HEMINO£$<  -^^ 

The  earlieft  notice,  with  regard  to  this  rd- 
fpedtable  player»  is  his  inarnage,  on  the  loth. 

■  ■  -.  '   •:    '  •.    of 

done  then  I  will  that  all  and  fingr  my  Gobds  ChaMds  {dale 
Houfehold  ftuffe  Jewells  reddy  money  and  debts  (bal  be  de- 
vided  by  my  Executrix  and  o'fcers  of  this  my  lafte  Will 
and  Teftant^  into  three  equall  and  indeiFerente'  parts  and 
porcons  whereof  one  equal  parte .  I  gpm  and  bequeathe  to 
Anne  Phillipps  my  Loveinge  Wife  to  her  owne  prop  uie 
and  behoufe.  One  other  parte  thereof  to  and  amongefte  my 
three  eldefte  daughters  Maudlyne  Philltp(fe,  Rebecca  PhiU 
lipps,  and^nne  PhiUipps,  equally  amongfte  them  to  be  de^* 
vided  porcon  and  porcon  like,  and  to  be  paidc  and  deliverd 
unto  them  as  they  and  every  of  them  ihail  accompliflie  ic 
come  to  their  lawful  ages  of  Twenty  &  one  yeres,  or  at  their 
dates  of  marriagei  and  ev'y  of  them  to  be  odiers  Heyre  of 
.their  faid  pts  and  porcons,  yf  any  of  them  fliall  fortune  to 
dyey  before  their  (aidiejrall  ag*  tk  twenty  and  one  yerea  or 
daies  of  marriage  and  th'ocber  pte  thereof  I  refrve  to  my 
felie  and  to  my  Executrix  to  piorme  my  Legays  hereafter 
Ibllowinge,  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  to  the  poore  of  the 
pUbe  of  Mortlack  aforefiud,  Fyve  pounds  of  lawful!  money 
of  England,  to  be  diftributed  by  the  Churchwardens  of  die 
'6me  ptihe  within  twelve  monedies  after  my  deceafe,  Item  I 
geve  and  bequeathe  to  Agnes  Bennett  my  loveinge  mother 
doring  her  naturall  life,  ev'y  yere  yeitly  Ac  Some  of  Fyve 
pounds  of  lawfiill  Money  of  England,  to  be  paid  her  at  the 
four  ufuall  feafts  or  termes  in  the  yere  by>my  Executrix, 
out  .of  any  parte  and  por<^H  rbfrved  by  thta  my  prce  Will, 
Item  I  geve  to  my  Brodierb  Wfflm  Webb  and  James 
Webb>  yf  they  Ihall  be  lyevirtgeat  my  idecetfe  to  eyther  of 

*    *       •-        ^  them 
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of  March  i^%l»to  Rebecca  Knell,  the. widoW,' 

as 

them  the  Some  of  Tcnne  pounds  a  peece  of  lawful  Money 
of  England,  to  be  paid  unto  them  wthTii  three  yeres  after 
my  Jeceafe,  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  to  my  Sifter  Eliza- 
beth Goughe  the  Some  of  tenne  pounds  of  lawfull  Money 
of  England  to  be  paid  her  wthin  One  yere  after  my  deceafe^ 
Item  I  will  and  bequeathe  unto  Myles  Borne  and  Phillipps 
Borne  two  Sounes  of  my  Sifter  Margery  Borne  to  cyther  of 
them  I'enne  pounds -a  peece  oi  lawlfuli  Money  of  England 
to  be  paid  unto  them  when  they  fhall  accompliihe  the  full 
age  of  1  Venty  and  one  yeres,  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe 
unto  Tymothy  Whiihorne  the  Sum  of  Twentye  pounds  of 
lawful!  Money  of  England  to  be  paidc  unto  him  within  one 
yere  after  my  deceafe^  Item  I  geve  and  bequeathe  unto  and 
amongfte  the  hyred  men  of  the  Company  yr^.  I  am  ofj 
which  (halbe  at  the  tyme  of  my  deceafe  the  Some  of  iyvc 
pounds  of  lawiull  Money  of  England  to  be  equally  diftributed 
amongefte  them.  Item  I  geve  and- bequeathe  to  my  Fellowe 
Wiilm  Shakefpeare  a  xhirty  {hillings  peece  in  gould.  To 
my  Fellowe  Henry  Condell  one  other  thirty  fliiilinge  peece 
in  gould.  To  my  Servaunte  Chriftopher  Beefton  Thirty  {hil- 
lings in  Gould,  Toiisy^FeUowe  Lawrence  Fletcher  twenty 
{hillings  in  Gould,  To  my  Fellowe  Robert  Armyne  tWen^  . 
ty  {hillings  in  Gould  To  my  feHowe  Richard  Goweley 
twenty  {hillings  in  Gould  To  my  fellowe  Alexander 
Codk  twenty  {hillings  in  Gould^  To  my  fellowe  Nicholas 
Todey  t\yenty  {hiUings  in  Gould,  Item  Igcve  to  the  Preacher 
w«:h^{bail  preacheat  myFunerall tbeSomeof twentylhillings,  • 
I  tenxl.geve  to  Stmueli  Gilborne  my  late  apprentice^  the  Some 
ofFortye  {hillings  and  my  moafe  coUoured  Velvit  hofe  and  a 
White  TafFcty  Dublet  a  hlaclae  taffety  fute  my  purpje 
Cloke  Sword  and  Dagger  and  my  Bafe  Viall.  Item  I  geve 
to  Jaihes  Sands  my  Apprentice  the  Someof  Fortye  {hillings 

F  f  and 
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as  I  coojedturcy  of  William  Knell»  the  come-* 

dian. 

and  a  Citterne  a  Bandore  and  a  Lute,  to  be  paid  and  dq* 
lived  unto  htm  at  the  exptracon  of  his  terme  of  yeres  in  his 
Indr.  of  Apprencicehood.  Item  my  Will  is  that  Elizabeth 
Phillips  my  youngeft  daughter  ihall  have  and  quietlyeenjoye 
for  terme  of  her  natural  lyfe  my  Houie  and  Land  in  Morte- 
lacke  w^b.  I  lately  purchafed  to  mty  Anne  my  wife^  and  to 
the  faid  Elizabeth  for  tertne  of  0\  lives  in  full  recompence 
and  &tisfa£tion  of  hir  pre  and  porcon  yr^K  (be  may  in  any 
wife  chalenge  or  demand  of  in  and  to  any  of  my  Goods  and 
Chattels  whatfoever— >And  I  ordaine  and  make  the  (aid 
Annie  Phillips  my  loving  Wyfe  fole  Executrix  of  this  my 
pTcnt  Teftament  and  laft  Will  provided  alwaies  that  if  tha 
faid  Anne  my  Wyfe  do  at  any  tyme  marrye  after  my  de- 
ceafe.  That  then  and  from  thenceforth  fhee  fliall  ceafe  to  be 
any  more  or  longer  Executrix  of  this  my  laft  Will  or  any 
waies  intermeddle  w^^.  the  farne^  And  the  (aid  Anne  to  haive 
no  pte  or  porcon  of  my  Goods  or  Chattdls  to  me  or  my 
Executors  re(erved  or  appointed  by  this  my  laft  Will  and- 
Teftamenti  and  that  then  and  from  thenceforth  John  He* 
mings  Richard  Burbage  W™  Slye  andTimothie  Whithome 
flial  be  fully  and  wholiie  my  Executors  of  diis  my  laft  Will 
and  Teftament^  as  though  the  (aid  Anne  had  never  bin 
named,  And  of  the  execution  of  this  my  prefcnt  Tefbunent 
and  lafte  Will  I  ordayne  and  make  the  (aid  John  Hemings 
Richard  Burbage  W'u  Slye  and  Timothte  Whithorne  Over- 
feers  of  this  my  prfent  Teftament  and  laft  Will  and  I  be- 
queathe unto  the  faid  John  Hemings  Richard  Burbage  and 
W»  Slye  to  either  of  them  my  faid  Overleers  for  theire 
patnes  herein  to  be  taken  aboule  of  Silver  ci  the  value  of 
fyve  pounds  a  piece.  In  Witne(8  whereof  to  this  my 
prfent  Teftament  and  lafte  WiU  I  the  (aid  Auguftiae  PhiU 

lipes 
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^kn  (/).  As  early  as  November  1 597,  he  ap^ 
pears  to  have  been  the  manager  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  company  {g).  This  ftation,  for . 
which  he  was  qualified  by  his  prudence,  he  held, 
probably,  during  forty  years.  There  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  he  was,  originally,  a  Warwickjbire 
lad\  a  fliire,  which  has  produced  fo  many  play- 
ers and  poets  j  the  Burbadges;  the  Shakfpeares  j 

iipes  have  put  my  hand  and  Seale  the  day  and  yeare  above 
Written — 

A:  Phillips  (LS) 
Sealed  and  dd  by  the  faid  Auguftihe  Phillipes  as  his  laft 
Will  and  Teftament  in  the  prefence  of  us  Robert  Goffe, 
Wm  Sheperd.-= — [This  will  was  proved,  on  the  13th  of 
May  1605,  by  Anne,  the  rdi£^,  and  executrix;  and  on  the 
16th  of  May  160^)  by  John  Hemynges,  and^r  the  condition 
mentioned  in  the  will,  by  reafon  of  the  marriage  of  Anne« 
the  widow,  and  executrix,  before  mentioned. — This  will  is 
Written  on  two  briefs,  in  two  different  hand  writings :  but 
the  laft  brief  only  is  fighed  by  the  teftattor.] 

(/)  The  regifter  of  St*  Mary^s,  Aldermanbury,  whidi 
records  this  marriage,  alfo  records  die  marriage  of  Williaxfi 
Kneli  with  Rehtccu  Edwards,  on  the  30th  of  January  158I. 
William  Knell  did  not  long  furvive  the  cdebracion  of  tUt 
marriage,  though  the  regifter  does  not  record  his  burial ; 
But^  it  does  record  the  burial  of  a  William  Knell,  on  the 
24th  d  September  1578,  who  was,  probably,  the  celebrated 
a^r ;  and  die  fecond  WilUam  Knell,  who  married  young 
Rebecca  Edwards,  may,  poffibly,  have  be«n  hit  fon,  and  alfo 
a  pls^er. 

(f )  The  ooundl'regiftcr  of  that  date. 

Ffa  the 
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the  Greens;  and  the  Harts.  Of  Heminges's 
cfaft' of  charaders,  little  is  known:  .There  is 
dnly  a  tradition,  that  he  performed  the  arduous 
part  of  FalftafF.  If  this  were  true,  it  would 
prove,  what  indeed  is  apparent  in  his  life,  tnat 
ht  was  a  man  of  ftrong  fenfe,  and  circiimfpedt 
Irumotir.'  He  was  adopted,  with  Shakfpeare,. 
by.  King  James,  on  his  acceflloh,  as  one  of 
his  theatricar  fervants ;  and  was  ranked  the 
JiftA,  in  the  royal  licenfe  of  1603.  He  feems, 
indeed,  to  have  been  too  bufy,  or  too  wife, 
during  a  long  life,  to  write  for  the  public; 
though  he  left  a  fon,  with  much  lefs  wi/dom 
afnd  more  time,  who  did  write.  It  is  a  ftrong  re- 
commendation of  his  character,  for  difcretion,. 
and  honefty,  that  he  was  called  upon,  by  many 
friends,  to  perform  the  truft  of  their  executor. 
He  had  the  honour  to  be  remembered  in 
Shakfpeare's  will,  and  to  be  the  firft  editor  of 
Shakfpeare's  dramas.  He  loft  his  wife,  who 
h|d  brought  him  thirteen  children,  m 
1.615  (/6).  He  himfelf  died,  at  the  age  of 
feirienty-five.  Hi  -the  parifli  of  St.  Mary's,  Al- 
dfc'rmanbury;  where  he  had  lived  refpedably^ 
tfirough  life ;  and  was  buried,  as  the  parifh 
regifter  proves,  on^he  12th  of  Oftober  163a. 


{h)  She  was  buried,  as  the  regifter  of  St.  Mary's,  Alder-  ' 
manbury,  records,  on  ^e  2d  of  September!  61 9^^ 

He 
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He  left  his  fon  William; 'the  executor  of  an 
unexecuted  (/)  will ;    and  much  property,  and 

(/)  The  will  IS  publifljed  in  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  1.  part*  li. 
p,  igi;  and  in  SiecvoniV Shak.  1793,  vol.  ii.  jfl  sIs.— • 
William  Hemings  was  baptizedon  the  3d  qf  Odiob^r  1^^ 
and  was  educated  at  Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  where  he  ppok 
the  degree  of  Malter  of  Arts,  in  16*28  j  anc|  in  March  163} 
he  produced  a  comedy  entitled  Thd  Courjing  of  the  Hare,  or 
The  Madcaps  and  afterwards  ,9nQtk  .The  Fatal  Contrady 
and  The  Jexvs  Tragedy.  .     '      .        -  , 

The  following  table,  which  was  formed  from  the  parish 
regiftet,  will  fliow  more  accurately  than  has  yet  been'ctooc, 
the  births,  and  burials,  of  John  Heminges's  children ;  and 
will  alfo  correal  the  inaccuracies  of  Mr..MaIo/ie/bol1i  ill 
the  dates^  and  perfons :  He  fpeaks  of  two  daughters,  whon^ 
the  regifter  does  not  record;  Margaret,  who  is  not  men- 
tioned by  the  regifter ;  and  Beatrice^  whom,  I  fufpeft,  he  Has 
confounded  with^avis^  ayi;z,  who  was  baptised,  in  160 1 1^^ 


Names. 

1  Ales  [who  mar- 

ried John  At- 
kins II  Febru- 
\      ary  i6ij]  .- 

2  Mary      *  -     - 
3.  Judith      -     - 

4  Thomafyn     - 

5  Jone       -      - 

6  John 

7  John  -  - 
'8  Beavis  (a  fon) 
9  WiUiam  -     - 

xo  George  r      r 

11  Rebecca 

12  Elizabeth       -< 
U  Maiy       -    • 


Baptifms.  h^  Burials. 


1  ft  November  1590 
ythMay  -  1592 
29th  Aug^ft  1593 
15th  January  159^ 
2d  May  •  159b 
'ad  April  -  .1598- 
1 2th  Auguft  4599- 
24.th  May  166 1 
3d  Odobcr  rt^a 
I  ztl^february  i6q^  ■ 
4th  February  i6qf 
6th  March  -  i6aj. 
aift  June    -  -l4y 


'JC 


i':^ 


9  Auguft  V59Ji^ 


17  June'  1598: 
^^     1 


many 
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many  kind  tokens  of  remembrance  to  his  rc- 
lationsy  znA  fellows. 

HENRY  CUNDALL. 

The  origin  of  this  hpneft  man,  rather  than 
great  aftor,  or  celebrated  writer,  is  unknown. 
He  does  hot  appear  fo  prominent,  on  the  page 
of  theatrical  hlftory*  as  Heminges ;  though 
he  had  appeared  in  the  theatrical  world,  before 
the  year  1589:  He  reprefented  Ferrex,  in 
Tarleton's  Piatt  of  the  Seven  Deadlie  Sinps. 
He  formed  one  of  the  Lord  Chaniberlain'3 
conipany,  and  was  adopted,  with  Sbakfpeare 
and  Heminges,  by  King  James,  as  one  of  his 
theatrical  fervants :  He  was  ranked  the  fxtb^ 
in  the  royal  licenfe  of  1603.  In  1605,  4^-« 
guiline  Phillips  bequeathed  to  him,  as  he  did  to 
Shakfpeare,  a  thirty  Jhillings  piece  in  gould.  Jn 
1606,  Cundal  feryed  the  parifh  office  oi  JiJef- 
man^  in  St.  Mary's,  ^Aldermanbury.  Before 
the  year  1623,  he  ceafed  toa(ft;  yet^,  retained 
his  property  in  the  playhojifes.  With  He- 
jsinges  be  fhared  the  honour  of  the  recollec- 
tion of  Shakfpcarp,  iri  hjs  will,  and  of  the  cdi- 
torfhip  of  Shakfpeare's  dramas.  The  country 
refidence  of  Cundal,  for  fome  years  before  his 
death,  wgs  Fulham.  He  died,  however,  in 
St.  Nfary*S|  Aldermanbury,  whefe  he  had  liv^ 

ed 
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ed  long :  And,  here  he  was  buried,  on  the 

29th  of  December  1627.     By  his   will  he 

appointed  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  his  executrix, 

and  bequeathed  much  property,  together  with 

hi^  (hares  in  the  Globe,  and  Blackfriars,  thea* 

tres,  to  his  children ;  befides  many  legacies  of 

friendihip,  and  charity  (i). 

WILUAM 


(i)  The  will  of  Cundal  is  publiihed  in  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  i. 
part  it*  p.  199 :  And  in  Steevens's  Shak.  1793,  vol.  i.  p. 
344.  John  Heminges,  and  Cuthbeit  Burbadge,  were  two 
«f  the  overfcers  of  the  will  of  Cundal. 

The  following  table,  like  the  laft,  which  was  formed 
from  the  parifli-regifter,  will  fliow  with  more  precifion  and 
accuracy  than  Mr.  Malone  has  done,  the  births,  and  buria]3» 
of  Henry  Cundall's  children  i  and  will  alfo  correct  the  /nar« 
curacies  of  Mr.  Malone,  both  in  the  dates  and  perfons:— i 


Names, 
Elizabeth 
Ann     -  - 
Richard   - 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 

Mary 

Henry  -  - 
William  - 


9  Edward 


Baptifms. 
27  February  1 59^ 

4  April  -  160  4 
18  April  -  i6o2 
14  April  -  J  606 
2b  OSober  1603 
31  January  l6o| 

6  May  -  1610 
26  May  -  |6n 
22  Auguft   1614 


Burials. 
II  April  - 
26  July      - 


I59(J 

1610 


22  April    -    1603 


4  March  - 
23  Auguft 


1614 


From  die  regifter,  it  thus  appears,  that  Henry,  and  Eliza- 
beth, Cundal],  had  if /»r  children,  inftead  of  eighty  as  ftated  by 
Mr.Mdooe}  that  their  ion,.  Hemy,  was  born  in  16 10,  inftead 
of  1600  i  and  that  five  children  furvived  Mr.  Cundally  as  he  is 
dSftinguiflicd  in  the  regifter, inftead  of  tbrecyzs  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Malone*— Cani^u^  cannnot  delight  to  detect  thefe  de- 

F  f  4  £cieneies 
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_-^  WILLIAM  .SLY.  T^—\  •  :.  '- 
^  Of  this  player  muph  lefs  is  known  than- of 
Cundal.  Befocc  the  year  1589,  Sly  was  an 
adtor  j  having  in  that  year  rrepcefen ted  Porr^Xy 
m  Tarleton's  Plati  of  i^hc^  Seven  Deadlie  Sinnes. 
He  was  one  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  coni-. 
pany ;  and,  being  adopted  by  King  James  into 
his  theatrical  company,  was  placed  \\\^Jc"jentb 
in  the  royal  licenfe,  amoi^g  tl^e  royal  playf^rs, 
in  1603,  $ly-Wa«,  in  i6q4>  introduced  per-? 
fonalJy  with  Bur  badge,  Cundal,  and  Lowin,  in 
Marfton's  Makccntent^  tq  a6t  an  introdudtor)^ 
prologue;  which,  by  fatiri^ing,  illuftrates 
the  mann^lrs  of  the  age  (/);    He  died,  fays 

'  the 

ficiencies  in  the  diligence  of  Mr.  Malone:  And  charity 
%vpuld  have  ratlier  concealed  tho£bdpfc(5ts,  if  criticifm  did  nqt 
requirea  Arid  attention  to  the  iiitprcfls  cf  truth.  The  dull- 
cft  pen  may  copy  cxtra£^s  from  a  parifli  r^gifter ;  but  if  rts- 
quired  the  pen  of  Mr.  Malone,  to  write  notes  on  Shak- 
fpeare  !  Ncverthelcfs,  it  niuft  be  rccolledFed,  that  one  of  his 
^ecufations  again^  the  believers  is,  'Hhat  they  cannot  Tead  old 
**  hand-writing :"  Now,  their  applogy  is,  that  they  can  read 
fiich  writing,  to  well,,  as  to  have  been  able  to  correct  manj 
of  the  niifta.kes,  which  he  has  fallen  into,  for  want  of  t;faelr 
Jpe^iacies. 

(/)  Enter  William  SJy;  and  a  Tire^jnaa  \  fqltowing  with 
a  ftool:— 

5*  Tire-man ;— Sir,  the  gcntlcmcnvWiU  be  angry,  if  yoa 

fit  here, 
^  Sly :— .«  Why ;  w^  may  fit  upon  the  ftagc,  at  the  pri- 

*^  vatc 
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the  hiftorian  of  tlic.  ftage,  before  the  year 
1612  {m).  In  May  1605,  Sly  was  appointed 
by  Auguftinc  Phillips,  one  of  the  overfecrs  of 
his  will.  He  was  himfelf  obliged  to  make  a 
nuncupative  will,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  1608, 
which  was  proved  on  the  514th ;  He  thereby 
bequeathed  "  To  Jane  Browne,  the  daughter 
**  of  Robert  Browne, 'and  Sifely,  his  wife,  the 
"  houfe,  where  he  now  dwelles  to  her  &c  for 
**  ever;  to  Robert  Brown  his  part  oiTheGlobe-^ 
?'  to  James  Saunder  fortie  pounds ;  the  reft 

**  vate  houfe.   Thou  dos't  not  take  me  for  a  coun^ 
**  try  gentleman  \  dos't  think,  I  fear  hifling?    I'll 
*'  hold  my  life,  thou  took'ft  me^  for  one  of  the  ^ 
"  players. 
**  Tireman  : — "  No ;  Sir. 

f«  Sly : — "  By  God's-flid,  if  you  had,  I  would  not  ha?c 

**  given  yo\xftx  pence  for  your  ftooL     Let  them, 

"  that  ha  vc7?^/^y5////,  fit  in  the  galleries.     Hifs  at 

♦*  me  !     He  that  will  be  laught  out  of  a  tavern, 

*^  (hall  feldom  feed  well,  or  be  drunk,  in  good 

"  tompany,      Where's    Harry    Condell,   Dick 

«  Burbage,  and  William  Sly?     Let  me  fpeak 

"  with  fome  of  them." 

Sly  goes  on  to  fwc^r  moft  irreverently.     True,  Indeed, 

as  Colley  Cibber  would  have  apologized;  Lowin  reproves 

him,  and  carries  him  ofF  the  ftage :    But,  the  fiatute  3. 

James  i.  ch.  21.   prevented   fuch  apologies,  by  impofing 

proper  penalties,  on  all,  who  (hould  profimely  ufe  the  name 

of  God,  in  any  play. 

^m)  Mai.  Shak,  vol.i.  part  ii.  p.  205. 

^'  to 
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••  to  Siicly  Browne ;  making  her  his  estecu* 
*'  tfix  {»)."  By  a  codicil.  Sly  bequeathed  his 
fwofd,  and  hat,  to  Cuthbcrt(e>)Burbaige,  and 
forty  (hillings  to  the  poor  of  St.  Leonard's, 
SK)rcditcb.  Sly  lived  in  Holy  well-ftreet,  among 
the  other  players,  and  greater  perfonages,  who 
then  refided  in  that  quarter,  before  it  became 
the  more  frequent  refort  of  meaner  men* 
And,  ^le  was  buried,  in  the  cemetery  of  St, 
Leonard's  Sborcditcb,  as  appears  by  the  rcgif- 
ter,  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft  1608.  William 
Sly,  the  next  of  kin,  difputed  his  will,  which 

(n)  Brown,  and  Saimder,  were  both  players,  though  thej 
never  rofe  to  much  dlftinidion.  Saunder  played  f^dena^  the 
queen,  in  The  Piatt  of  the  Seven  Deadlie  SinnSj  and  i$ 
confounded  with  Alexander  [Saunders]  Cooke,  by  Mr. 
Malone,  who  thus  appears  not  to  have  known,  that  Saunder 
\vas  a  real  adlor,  and  a  diAin£t  perfon. 

(f )  It  M^as  not  fo  much  the  bat^  as  the  feather^  which 
<:0{i{liiated  the  value  of  this  legacy ;  feathers  being  then 
much  \vorn,  aod  in  great  requeft,  Marfion,  in  The  Alale- 
c^Ktent^  ridiculed  tbf  fiilhion.  When  Sly  is  on  die  ftage, 
af^ing  the  prologue  to  the  Malecontent,  he  puts  his  feather 
in  bis  pocket.  Burbodge  a(ks  him :  ^  Why  do  you  conceal 
**  your  feather^  Sir  ?  Sly  aixTwers  him :  Why !  Do  you 
^<  think  rU  have  jcds  broken  upon  me,  in  tlie  play,  to  be 
<<  laughed  at  ?  This  play  hath  beaten  all  young  gallants 
*^  out  ^  ^c  feathers.  Blackfriar^  hath  almoft  fpoilt  Black- 
"  friars  f(x  feathers/*  ^^  It  is  to  be .  retnark/ed,.  that  the 
Blackfriars  diftrifl  was  remarkable,  in  ^ofe  days,  for  being 
inhabited  by  feather*makersi, 

bcgrs 
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bears  a  very  fafpigious  {p)  appearance }  bm> 
was  nevertheleft  cftabliflhed  by  the  preit>ga- 
tive  court,  though  the  teftator,  when  he  made 
it,  was  plainly  in  the  hands  of  dcfigning  per- 
Ions.  The  legacy  to  Cuthbert  Barbaige,  who 
was  a  refpedtable  charadter,  and  the  bequeft 
to  the  poor  of  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch,  were 
mere  artifices  to  cover  the  odious  defign  of 
impofing  upon  weaknefs  {q). 

ROBERT  ARMIN. 

My  refearches  have  not  enabled  me  to  add 
much  to  the  little,  which  is  already  known, 
with  regard 

**  Tq  honeft  gacicfome  Robert  Armin, 
«*  Who  ticklM  the  fpleen,  like  a  harmlefs  vermin/* 
He  was  certainly  one  of  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's players,  at  the  acceflion  of  King  James, 
and  was  received,  with  greater  adtors,  into  the 
royal  company.     He  was  ranked  the  eigJbih,  - 
after  Sly,  in  the  King's  licenfe  of  1603.     As  a 
Jf/Iow,  Armin  was  .  affcdtionatcly  remembered 
by  Auguftine  Phillips,   in   1605;    who  left 

(p)  It  va$  executed  in  the  prefertce  of  feveral  women, 
who  could  not  fign  their  nanaeS)  as  witQefles^ 

{q)  John>'the  baftard  (on  of  WiUiam  Sly,  die  player, 
was  buried  in  the  parifh  of  Su  Giles's,  Cripplegate,  on  the 
4th  of  Odober  1606,  as  appears  by  the  regifter  j  whick 
ftates,  that  John  was  ba/e^  and  the  (m  of  ^tplajir. 

hirxL 
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Jbim  It  legacy  of  twenty  (liillings.  Armin  was 
an  ^Rithor,  as- well  a$  an  aftor  :  He  produced, 
in  1608^  A.'NeJi  of  Ninnies JimpJy  of  themfetves, 
mtbout  Coinpound'y  in  the  hvM  year,  Pbantafm 
tbe  Italian  Tayhr^attd  bis  boy^^  and,  in  1-609, 
a  comedy  called  Xbe^  two  Maids  of  Moreelacke, 
(Mortlake]  whether  with  inyallufion  to  the 
lamily  of  Auguftinfe  PhilHp^i  his  fellow,  I 
know  not.  He  was  not  buried  in  Sr.  Saviour' s> 
Southwark,  as,  we  may  jnfer  from  the  filence 
of  the  regifter  :  Nor,  hav.e  I.  been  able  to 
difcover  any  will  of  Armin,  or.  adminiftration 
to  his  effedls^ 

RICHARD  COWLEY 

Is  faid  to  have  been  an  ac^or  of  a  low  clafs  j 
having  performed  the  part  of  Verges  in  Much 
ado  about  Notbing  :  He  probably  acSed  fuch 
paft5?,  zsgamefome  Armin  ;  fuch  charadlcrs,  as 
required  dry  humour,  rather  than  fplendid 
declamation.  In  1589,  he  rcprcfented  the 
chara(fter  of  Giraldus  in  .Tarle ton's  Plait  of 
tbe  Seven  Deadlie  Sinns. "  He  wa$,  however, 
adopted,  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  com- 
pany, by  King  James  into  his,  and  was  ranked 
the  la  ft,  in  the  royal  licenfe  of  1603:  He 
was  recognized  as  afello^a)  by  Auguftine  Phil- 
Hps,  in  1605,  and  diftinguifhed  as  a  friend^ 

•  by 
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by' a  ^legacy  <jf  ^  t^epty  ihiUing?.  He  lived 
among  the  other  ph^ctsi  iand,  among  the 
fafhioiiable  pcrfons  of  that  period,  in  Holy- 
well-ftreet.^  **  I. know  not  when  this  aftor 
•*  died,"  fays  Mr.  Malone,  the  hiftorian  of 
the  ftage  (r).  He  was  buried^  fays  the  rcgifter 
of  the  pari{h,  in  St.;Leonard's  Shoreditch# 
on  the  13th  of  March  (j)  16^4.,  three  days 
before  the  great  Burhadge  finished  his  ca- 
reer, in  the  fame  cemetery.  But,  my  iearches 
in  the  prerogative -office  have  not  found 
either  his  will>  or  an  adminiHration  to  his 
cftate* 

Such  were  the  nine  patentees,  who  were 
named  in  King  James's  licenfe  of  1603  ;  and 
who  were,  thereby,  empowered  to  (how  their 
ftage  plays,  to  their  beji  commodkie.  The  royal 
licenfe,  however,  was  not  only  granted  to  the 
mne^  who  were  fpecificd  ;  but,  alfo  "  to  th« 

•  [r)  Shakf.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  205. 

(j)  The  regifter  caUs  him  Rtchafd  Cowley^  player. 
His  wife  Elizabeth  vras  buried,  in  the  htat  cemetery,  or 
the  z8th  of  September  1616.  By  her  he  hai  a  fon,  Robert, 
vvbo  was. baptized  on  the  7th  of  March  1 59^ ;  a  fon,  Cuth- 
bert,  ou  the  8th  of  May  1597 ;  a  fon^  Richard,  on  the  29th 
•f  April  1 599,  who  was  buried  on  the  26th  of  February  i6o| ; 
and  a  (laughter,  Elizabeth,  was  baptized,  on  the  2d  of  Fe^ 
bruarjr  i60v  ' 
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•*  reft  of  their  ajfociates^  freely  to  exereife  tbo 
'*  facalty  of  playing  (/)/* 

-^ALEXANDER  COOKfe ^ 

It  appears  that  this  aiflor  was  the  heroine 
of  the  ftage,  even  before  the  year  1589.  He 
a£ted  as  a  woman  in  Jchnfbn's  Sejdnus  and  in 
ITje  Fox :    And,  it  is  thence  reafonably  fup- 

(1)  One  of  thoTe  aflbciates,  probably,  and  one  bf  the  adors 
of  Shakfpeare*$  chaiaders  was  Richard  Scarlet,  player,  who 
was  buried^  (ays  the  regifter,  in  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate,  oit 
the  23d  of  April  1609:  Yet,  he  is  not  mentioned  by  the 
hiftorian  of  our  ftage.  Another  of  thofe  aflbciates  was  Sa- 
muel Gilburne,  who  is  unkncwn^  fays  Mr.  Malone.  [Shakil 
vol*  i.  .part  it.  p.  2io],  But^  we  now  know  that^  before 
JMay  1605^  Samuel  Gilburne,  had  ferved  bis  apprenticeihipy 
as  a  player,  with  Auguftine  Phillips,  who  bequeathed  him 
•'  fortye  {hillings,  and  my  moufe- coloured  velvit  hofc,  and 
^  a  white  taficty  dubtet,  a  black  ta&ty  (ate,  my  purple 
<<  fidkt^  fword  and  dagger,  and  my  bafe  violl  \**  And,  here* 
in,  we  may  fee  the  drefs,  and  accompauiments,  of  Auguftine 
Phillips*  Chriftopher  Beefton  was  alfoan  adlor  at  The  Globe^ 
and  the  reprefentative  of  fome  of  Shakfpeare's  chara£lers. 
He  was  the  fervant  of  Auguftine  Phillips,  in  May  1605^ 
and  was  deemed  worthy  of  a  legacy  of  thirty  {billings  in 
gould.  He  became  manager  of  the  Cockpit  theatre,  in 
Drury-lftne^  in  the  year  1624,  and  continued  in  that  ftation 
till  his  deaths  in  1638*9.  I  have  not  found  bis  will  in  the 
prerc^ative*  office,  nor  any  adminiftration  to  his  eftate. 
He  was  fucceeded^  as  manager  of  the  King  and  Queen^s . 
company  in  Dniry-lane,  on  the  i7th  of  June  1640,  by 
William  D'Avenant,  gentleman* 

I  pofed. 
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pofcd,  that  Cooke  reprcftoted  the  lighter  fe- 
males of  Shakfpeare's  dramas.  Thus  far  Mr, 
Malone.  Alexander  Cooke  wais  recollected, 
in  1605,  as  a  fellow  by  Augufline  Phillips, 
and  diftinguiftied  as  an  intimate,  by  a  legacy. 
He  outlived  Phillips  nine  years.  On  the  3d 
of  January  1 6-I4>  he  wrote  his  will,  with  his 
own  hand,  though  he  was  "  fick  of  body  ;*' 
appointing  his  wife  his  («)  executrix,  and 
Hcminges,  and  Cundal,  and  Caper,  his  over- 
feers  of  it :  He  died,  in  April  1614;  leaving 
his  wife,  pregnant ;  and  a  fon,  Francis  ;  and  a 
daughter,  Rebecca.  I  fubjoin,  in  the  note, 
a  copy  of  his  will ;  for  it  contains  fome  cu- 
rious particulars  (v). 

NICHOLAS 

(u)  The  name  of  his  wife  is  ndther  mendoned  in  his 
will)  nor  in  the  probat  of  it ;  when  flie  was  authorized,  by  the 
prerogative-court,  to  aSt  as  executrix. 

(v)  The  Will  of  Alexander  Cooke,  extraded  from  . 
the  regifter  of  the  prerogative-court  of  Canterbury :    It  is 
now  printed,  as  he  pointed  it  himfelf : 

In  the  Name  of  the  Father  the  Sonne,  and  the  faolyGhofte 
I  Alexander  Cooke,  Tick  of  body  but  in  perfed  minde,  doe 
with  mine  owne  hand  write  my  laft  Will  and  Teftamenc 
Firft  I  bequeathe  my  Soule  into  y*,  hands  of  God  my  deer 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  who  bought  it  and  payd  for  it  deerly 
w^^.  his  bioud  on  y*.  erode  next  my  body  to  y*.  Earthe  to  be 
buryed  after  the  maner  of  Chriftian  buryall  Item  I  do  give 
and  bequeath  unto  my  Sonne  Francis  the  Some  of  Fifty 

pounds 
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KiCaOLAS  TdOLEY 

Was  alfo  another  of  the  unnamed  ajfociates 
cf  Shakfpeare,  Burbadge,  and  Hcmings,  at 
^he  Globe  i  and  was  one  of  the  original  adors 
of  Shakfpeare's  characters  t  He  too  reprefent- 
ed  women,  as  early  as  1589,  and  adled  Rqdope 
in  Tarleton's  Piatt  of  the  Seven  Deadlie  Sinns: 
He  performed  in  The  Alchemiji,  in  the  year 

i6i0i 

Jjounds  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  the  Age  of  One  an  twenty 
yceres  Item  I  doc  Give  and  bequeathe  unto  my  Daughter 
Rebecca  the  Some  of  Fiftye  pounds  allfo  to  be  delivered  to 
hir  at  the  Age  of  Scaventccne  years  or  at  hir  day  of  Mariage, 
which  it  (haU  pleafe  God  to  bring  firfle,  which  Somes  of 
Money  are  bothe  in  One  purfe  in  my  Cuberd  Item  I  dotf 
Give  and  Bequeathe  unto  the  Childe  which  my  Wife  now 
goeth  with,  the  Some  of  Fiftye  pounds  allfo,  which,  is  in 
the  hand  of  my  fellowcs  as  my  (hare  of  the  flock  to  be  de- 
livered if  it  be  a  boy,  at  one  and  twenty  yeres,  if  a  Girle, 
at  Seavcntecne,  or  day  of  Maryage,  as  before  all  whiche 
Somes  of  Moneyes,  I  doe  intreate  my  Mafter  H«mings, 
M^  Cundell^  and  M'  Frances  Caper  ( for  God's  caufe)  tcJ 
take  into  their  hands,  and  fee  it  faflyc  put  into  Grocers 
Hall,  for  the  ufe  and  bringinge  up  of  my  poore  Orphants 
Itom  I  doe  further  give  and  bequeathe  unto  my  Daughter 
Rebecca  the  Windowe  cufliens  made  of  needle  worke 
together  withe  y^.  Window  cioathe  Court  Cuboard  Cloatfae^ 
and  Chimneye  Cioathe,  being  all  bordered  about  with  needle 
]Worke  futable,  and  Greene  lilke  fringe  If  any  of  roy  chil- 
dren, dye  ere  they  come  to  age,  my  will  is  y'.  the  Surviveri 
Ihall  have  there  parte,  equallye  divided  to  y^.  laft  If  all  my 
I  Children 
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16  ro.  Thus  mufch  frond  Mr.  Matonc: 
Todlcy  I  fufpcdk,  frorti  fome^cxprcffions  ia 
his  will,  had  been  tlie  apprentice,  or  the  feiv- 
vant/  of  Ftichard  Burbadge  (w).  Tooiey  was 
remembered  by  Auguftine  Phillips,  as  a  feUow^ 
and  diftinguifhed,  by  a  Ifegfecy;  -  He  played  his 
part,  as  a  witnefs,  in  the  laft'fcenc. of  Richard 
Burbadge's  life,  when  t^  Rojiius  of  that  age 

Children  flye  ere  they  come  to  age,  my  will  is  that  my 
Brother  f^is  pr  his  ChU4ren  fliall  have  One  halfe  of  all, 
the  other  halfe  to  be  thus  divided,  to  my  five,  fitters,  or 
thelre  Children  tfenft  pounds  apeece  amongft  them,  my 
Brother  John's  daughter  ^er  tenne  pounds,  y*.  reft  to  ny 
Wife  if  {be  liye  then,  if^oot  to  Ellis  arfd  bis.  If  my  brpthor 

.  Ellis  dye  ere  this,  and  leave  no  Childe  of  his  body,  my  will 
is,  it  fhall  all  be  equally  diflributqd  amongft  my  Sifters  anil 
the  Children  of  there  bodys,  6nly  fny  Wive*s  parte  referved 
if  (he  live  :    J^  Wife  paying  alL  charges  of  my.  buriall 

,  performing  my  Will  in  every  poyjlte  as  I  have  fet  downe 
my  will  is  (he  fliall  injoy  and  be  my  full  and  lawfull  Executrix 
All  liiy  Goods,  Chattels,  Movables  debbts,  or  whatfoever  1$ 
mine  in  all  the  worlde///  This  is  my  laft  Will  and  Tefta- 
ment  /  In  Witnefs  whereof  I  have  fet  (o  my  hand  January 
the  third  161 3  :     By  me   Allex:  Cooke  s 

[This  will  was  proved  on  the '4th  of  May  1614,  by 
the  relift,  whofe  name,  however,  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
probat.] 

[w)  Tooiey  :bequeathed  legacies  to  the  After,  and  daiigh- 

ter,of  ^  my  kte  Mr.  [Matter]  Burbadge,  deceafed/'  AAd 

be  repeated  this,  form  of  expnsfiion,,  which  (bows  a  gr^e^l 

rcm5mbwj(iceofWs^^/i«k^^       \':'  .'.-",' 

'  "  G  g  ^^  made 
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made  hi»  will>  o»  the  i2th:of  March  i6^» 
Tool^  maAo  hk  own  wili>  o|i  ;ho  3d  of  Junr 
162.3  ;  appointing   CiKhbert   Burbadge»  and 
Henry  Cuodal»  his  executofs.     H^  died^  fi)oi> 
after^  in  the  hoi^fe  of  Cuthber t  Burtxulge,  in 
Ho)yweIi-»ftfeet »  to  who(e  wife^  Elizabeth^ 
the  teiktor  left  a  kgady  of  ten  pounds  *'  as  a 
**  remembrance  c^  his  bve^  in  refpedk  pf  her 
"  motherly  care  of  hinu*'     Tooley  appears^ 
p}ainly»   to   have    been    a   benevolent   man. 
A/5^hile  he  buftled  in  the  world,  he  did  many 
kind  adls :  And,  when  he  could  no  longer  aft,. 
iie  left  confiderable  legadies  to  the  poor  of  tbic 
two  parifhes  of  St.  Leonard's  Sfaoreditcb,  and 
of  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate,.  which^  adminifter 
to^  the  comibrt  of  the  needy^  even  to  the  pre.* 
fent  day.     He  was  buried,  as  the  pariih  regi^ 
tcr  proves^  on  the  5th  of  June  1623,  in  Si- 
Giles's,  Cripple^te  (:v). 

WILLIAM 

(x)  NiCHOLAa^TootlY^  Wu.£,extra£ied  from  the  rt- 
gi&ry  of  the  prerogative  court  of  Canterbury :  As  it  con- 
..uiQS  fome  unlmown  particulars  of  players^  it  oiaybc  r^- 
garded  as  curious  >^n  the.  Name  of  God  Amea  I  Nicholas: 
Toojey  of  London  Gentleman  being  ficke  in  body  but  ot 
fttkSt  mjmd  and  memorie  praifed  be  God  therefore  do* 
make  and  declare  this  my  laft  WRl  and  Teflament  ififonhe 
Ifbllawing  that  is  to  %  Firft  I  comend  my  Souk  into  ihe 
llasds  of  Abnig^e  God  the  Father  tmfthis^  and  BfEiredlie 
5  beleeving 
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.  WILLIAM  KEMPE. ' 

This  player,  who  danced  through  life  on 
fight  fant^ick  toe^  is  neither  mentioned  in  the 

licenfc 

beleeving  that  by  the  merltt$  of  the  precious  death  and  paf- 
fion  of  his  only  Sonne  and  my  oxily  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift  I  (ball  obtaine  full  and  free  pdon  and  forgivenes  of 
all  my  Stnnes  and  (hall  enjoy  everlafling  life  In  the  Klngdooi 
of  Heaven  amongft  the  ele£l  Children  of  God  My  Bodie  I 
committ  to  the  Earth  from  whence  y'  came  to  be  buried  in 
decent  manner  at  the  difcrecon  of  my  Executors  hereunder 
named  My  Worldlie  fubftance  I  doe  difpofe  of  as  follow- 
eth  Impris  I  give  unto  my  good  friend  M'.  Thomas 
Adams  preacher  of  God*§  Word  whome  I  doe  entrcate  to 
preach  my  funerall  Sermon  the  Some  of  tenn  pounds  Item 
I  doe  releafe  and  forgive  unto  my  kinfwgman  Mary  Cobb 
of  London  widdowe  die  Some  of  Fyvc  pounds  w*h  flie 
oweth  me  and  I  do  give  unto  her  the  Some  of  fyve  pou^s 
more  Item  I  do  releafe  and  forgive  unto  her  Sonne  Peter  Cobb 
the  Some  of  Sixe  pounds  w«b  he  oweth  me  Item  I  dge  give 
unto  her  Sonne  John  Cobb  the  Some  of  Sixe  pounds  Item 
I  do  give  unto  her  daughter  Margarett  Mofeley  the  Some  of 
Fyve  pounds  Item  I  doe  give  unto  M'».  Burbadge  thip  Wife 
of  my  good  friend  M^  Cutbert  Burbadge  (in  whofe  houfe  I 
doe  nowe  lodge)  as  a  remembrance  of  my  love  in  refpc£l  of 
her  motherlie  care  over  me  the  Some  of  tenn  poinds  over  aod 
befides  fuch  Somes  of  Money  as  I  fhall  owe  unto  her  att  my 
deceafe  Item  I  do  give  unto  her  daughter  Eli^^abeth  Burbadge 
£  Maixey  the  Some  of  tenn  pounds  To  be  payd  unto  her  owne 
proper  hands  therew^^  all  to  buy  Her  fuch  thinges  as  ibe  fhall 
tfii0k0Aioft  meete  to  wearc  in  remombrance  of  mc  And  my 

Gg2  Will 
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liccnfc  of  1 603,  by  King  James,  as  one  of  his 
fervants,  nor  recognized  by  Auguftine  Phil- 
lips, 

Will  is  that  an  aoquittance  under  her  only  hand  andSeal  (haii 
be  a  fufficient  difcharge  in  Lawe  to  my  Executors  for  payment 
thereof  to  all  intents  purpofes  and  conftruccons  and  as  fully  as 
if  her  pretended  hufband  fhould  make  and  feale  the  fame  w^^ 
her    Item  I  give  to  Alice  Walker  the  Sifter  of  my  late  Mr. 
!  Burbadge  deceafed  the  Some  of  tenn  pounds  to  be  payd  unto 
"  her  owne  proper  hands  thcrew*^  all  to  buy  her  fuch  thinges  as 
"  fhe  (hall  thinke  raoft  meete  to  wcare  in  remembrance  of  me 
And  my  will  is  that  an  acquittance  under  her  only  hand  and 
'  Seale  (hal  be  a  (iifficient  difcharge  in  Lawe  to  my  Executors 
for  the  payment  thereof  to  all  intents  purpofes  and  conftruc- 
*  tions  and  as  fully  as  if  her  hufband  Qiould  make  and  feale  the 
'  fame  w'^  her  Item  t  give  unto  Sara  Burbadge  the  daughter  of 
"my  faid  late  M%Richard  Burbadge  deceafed  that  Some  of  twen- 
ty and  nyne  pounds  and  thirteen  fhillings  w***  is  oweing  unto  mc 
'  by  Richard  Robinfon  to  be  recouved  detayned  and  difpofed  of 
by  my  Executors  hereunder  named  until  her  marriage  or  age 
'  of  twenty  and  one  years  (w^^  (hall  firft  and  next  happen) 
w*"out  any  allowaunce  to  be  made  of  ufe  otherwife  then  as  they 
'  in  their  difcrecons  fliall  think  meete  to  allow  unto  her  Item 
I  give  unto  M".  Condcll  the  wife  of  my  good  friend  M'* 
Henry  Conddl  as  a  remembrance  of  my  love  the  Sum  of 
fyvc  pounds  Item  I  give  unto  Elizabeth  Condefl  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  (aid  Henry  Condcll  the  Some  of  tenn  pounds  Item 
whereas  I  (land  bound  for  Jofeph  Tayler  as  his  furety  for 
payment  of  Tenn  pounds  or  thereabouts  My  will  is  that  my 
Executors  (hall  out  of  my  Eftate  pay  that  debt  for  him  and 
'  difcharge  him  out  of  that  Bond    Item  I  do  releafe  and  for-> 
'  give  unto  John  Underwood  and  Willm  Eccleftone  all  ftich 
Somes  of  Money  as  they  do  feverally  owe  unto  m^    Item 
'  I  do  give  and  bequeath  for  and  towsuds  the  ppetuaH  rclie(e 

of 
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Iips^  in  1605^  a^  one  ^  his  fellows;  *  Kempe  - 
is  laid  to  have  been  thefucccflbr  ofrTdrlcton, ; 

who 

ofthepoorepebpleoftbepartflirofSSLeQiairiJoihPk^         ; 
in^lteCQuhty  of  Mt3d under  the  Coadicooherctinikr  tMpxtthfL-. 
the  Some  of  fourfcore  pounds  To  remajneas  a  Aecke  in  the  t 
fame  pari(h  and  to  be  fromtyme  to  tyme  ympbyed  by  the  advife 
of  the  parfon  Churchwardens  Overfecr$  forthe  pooroand  Vtff-,  • 
trymcn  of  the  faid  p^Hht  for  tbetyme  being  or  the  g;rei|l^,  ; 
nomber  of  them    In  fuch  fort  as  that  on  everLe  Sunday  after  . 
Morninge  prayer  forever  there  may  out  of  jhe  encreafe  . 
web  fhall  arrife  by  'die  3rmpIoyment  thereof  be  dtftributed 
among*  the  poorer  fort  of  people  of  the  ftme  priihe  Thirtic 
and  two  penny  wheatcn  loaves  for  their  reliefe  provided  all- 
wares  and  my  will  &mynd  is  that  yf  my.  find  gift  Xhalbe  mif-  * 
imployed  or  negleded  to  be  germed  in  aine  wife  contrarie^ 
to  the  true  meaning  of  this  my  Will    Then  ie  in  fuch  caie  < 
I  give  and  bequeath  the  &me  Legacie  of  Fourfcore  pounds  . 
for  and  towards  the  reliefe  of  die  poore  people  of  the  priihe  of 
St.' Gyles  wthoutCripptegate London  to  be  imployed  in  that  1 
priflie  in  forme*  aforefilid   Item  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  lot  • 
and  towards  the  ppetuall  rdicfe  of  the  poore  people  of  the 
(aid  priflie  of  S^  Giles  without  Cripplegate  London  under  1 
the  condicon  hereunder  exprefied  the  Some  of  twenty  pounds  * 
To  remayne  as  a  ftocke  in  the  fame  priflieand  to  be  from  tymt 
to  tymc  ymployed  by  the  advife  of  the  Churchwardens  Oveir- . 
feers  for  the  poore  and  Veftrymen  of  the  fame  pviflie  for  tht^ 
tyme  being  or  the  greater  nomber  of  them  in  (adi  fort  as  that, 
on  every  Sunday  after  Morninge  prayer  foreVer  there  may.  be 
out  of  the  encreafc  wck  fhall  arrife  by  the  ymploysient  thereof 
be  diftributed  amongft  the  poorer  f<M:t  of  people  of-  the  iame 
priflie  Eight  penny  wheaten  loaves  for  their  reHefe  Provided 
alwaies  and  my  will  and  mynd  is  that  yf  my  iaid  Gift.flialbe 
mifimployed  or  neglected  to  be  ^formed  in  anie-  wife  coiv 
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vAsb  wai  buried  oh  tibe  3d  of  September  1588, 

as  wtfll  *^  ia  the  fiivour  of  her  Majefty  as  in 

^  "  the 

^  trtrW  ttf  iit»ftne  HMnningc  of  thisay  Will  Th^  and  in  fuch 
cab  I  |^¥e  Ml  btqueatfa  the  fiunb  I^acie  of  twenty  poiinit 
for^Oid  towfttds  the  rtliefe  of  the  poorer  peo];>le  of  the  fiud 
prifltd  of  St.  Leonard  in  Shoreditehe  to  be  imployed  in  that 
fttitlle  ftfi  (btnie  afbre&id  ItcmmjrwiU  aiKtmyipdisand  Idoe 
betfc^y  devile  U  appoynt  that  all  mi  finguler  the  legacies  be* 
qufcitlied  bycfaiB  my  will  (for  payment  whereof  no  certaine 
t^ne  it  otherwife  lioiited)  (halbe  truly  payd  by  my  Executors 
hereunder  namtd  w*Mn  the  fpace  of  one  y^are  att  the  furdieft 
n^gct  after  my  decaafe  AH  the  reft  and  refidue  of  all  and  tuk* 
golar  my  Qoods.Chattels  Leafes  Money  Debtes  and  pfonall 
Eftate  ivhadbever  and  wfaerefoever  (my^debtes  legacies  and 
FMferall  eharges  difchai^ed)  t  doe  fully  and  wholly  give  & 
b^uearti  unto  aby  afere  named  Jovitig  friends  Cuthbert  Bur- 
btdge  and  Henry  Condell  to  be  equally  dyvided  b^tweene 
tb«di  pte  and  pte  like    And  I  doe  make  n^me  and  conftitute 
t(«^&id  Cuthbert  Burbadge  and  Henry  Condell  the  Execil- 
Uk%  of  this  my  laft  Will  and  1  eft^ment  And  I  doe  hereby 
rtfoke  &:  m^l^e  voyd  all  former  WiHs  Tcftaments  Codicills 
Iltegaeiet  Executoaand  beqoeils  whatibever  by  me  au  any 
tyme  htTttofere  made  named  given  or  appoynted  willing  aiid 
myndiAg  that  iheis  ^dts  only  (hall  ftand  and  be  uken  for  my 
laft  Will  and  Tefiament  and  none  other  In  witnefs  where- 
of to  this  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament  conteyninge  foure 
Sheets  of  paper,  wtii  my  name  fiibfcribed  to  everie  fbeete  I 
hlflre  fett  my  Scale  &e  thiid  day  of  June  1623  ^^  in  the 
one  and  rvraitith  yeare  of  the  Raigue  of  o^  Soveraigne  Lord 
King  James  &c  Nicholas  Todey  Signed  Sealed  pronounced 
and  declared  by  the  faid  Nicolas  ToiJcy  the  Teftator  as  his 
laft  Will  and  Teftament  on  the  day  and  yeares  above  written 
in  the  prce  of  us  the  mice  of  AnneArpIjn  the  markeof  Mary  + 

Cobcr, 
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*^  the  good  tbongbts  oCthcjgeOietal  audienccL" 
Hu^vour  with  both  arofe  £:osi  Jbds  power  of 

plcafing. 

<!!ober,  tbe  marke  oF  Joane  -f  Boodi  the  nSe  of  A2;ties 
Dowron  the  mke  of  £  B  Ethnb^  Bolton  the  mke  of  + 
Faith  KempMl  the  mke  olT  Ifabel  Stanley  Hym;  Dyte  ng^ 
taiypuUic  mid  of  oie  &o:  Dickens  Srv^  vnBiSa^  the  fiud  Noiif)r 
iVfemorandum  that  I  Nicholas  WilkiqCon  ais  Toole^r  Df 
London  Gehdenian  have  on  the  day  <>f  the  dto  of  dieis 
prets  by  the  name  of  Nicholas  Tooley  of  London  Gentleman 
made  my  laft  Will  and  Teftament  in  writing  conteyninge 
A)ureflieetes  of  pa|Ser  iHtlimy  lAmeliMctibed  ko^cty  flkd^ 
and  fealed  vrtth  my  Seak  and  tberebjrfaa?e  gi  veil  and  bequeathed 
divers  ^onall  legacies  to  divers  pfons  and  for  dmn  ufet  and 
therefore  have  made  named  and  conftitutedmyiovingefiriendt 
Cudiben  BurbadgeandHeniy  Cofidttt!the£»cartDtsaitfaeft<« 
iy  may  more  at  lat^  appeare  nowc  fotioit  czplacon  cleering 
avoy^ng  &  determinacon  of  aU  liicb  ambiguitiesdoiibtet  fchi« 
{)lcs  queftions  and  variances  about  the  valkfite  of  my  find  laft 
Will  as  may  ^&,  happen  or  be  moored  after  my  deoeafe  b^ 
^eafon  of  omtffion  of  my  name  of  Wilfciflfai  thereiii  I  doe 
therefore  by  this  my  pnete  Codicil  by  the  name  of  Nicbolaa 
Wilkinfon  als  Tooley  ratifie  cdnfirmeandapptovemyftidM 
Will  and  cverie  gifte  legacye  and  bequeft  therein  ej^efled 
and  the  Executors  therein  named  as  fully  and  amply  to  aB  in* 
tents  purpofes  and  conOrucons  as  If  I  had  bynfo  hamed  iftmy 
6id  laft  Will  any  omiffion  of  my  &td  name  of  WiUctnlbli  in 
my  £iid  laft  Will  or  any  fcruple  doubt  queftion  variance  mif* 
interpretacon  cavill  or  mifconftruccon  whatfoever  to  be  had 
hxoved  made  or  inferred  thereupon  or  thereby  or  any  odier 
matter  caufe  or  thinge  whatfoever  xo  the  contrarie  thereof  in 
aay  wife  notwithftanding  And  I  doe  hereby  alfoe  further  de- 
clare that  niy  Will  mynd  and  meaning  is  that  this  my  pTdte 

Gg4  Codicil 


45^  -A   APOLOGY     [Ot  the  Hitroir 

plc4fing.  As  early  as  1589,  bis  comic  talents 
appear  to  hsctdbecn  hi^ly  cftifaiated  by  thofe, 
who  were  proper  judges,  being  wits  them- 
felves  {y).-  He  ufually  rcprefentcd  the  clowns, 
MfHo  are  always -wry  rogues;  and,  like  Tarleton, 
gaioed  celebrity,  by  his  extemporalwiti  whilft, 
like  other  clowns,  Kenip^*  r^ed  many  a  roar 
by  making  faces,  and  mouths,  \f  all  forts  {z). 

He 

Codicil  flnfte  bf  all  Judges  Magiflntes  and  other  pfans  ia 
all  Courts  and  otber  places  and  to  all  intents  and  purpoTes 
expounded  conftnied  deemed  reputed  and  taken  to  be  as 
pte  and  pcell  of  my  faid  laft  Will  and  Teftament  As  witnefe 
whereof  I  faaarehereimtorfettmjriiand' and  Seal  the  ttnrde 
day  of  June  16^3  and  in  the  one  and  twentieth  year  of  the 
Raigne  of  O'  Soveraigne.  Lord  King  James  &c  Nicholas 
Wilkinfon  als  Tooley  (LS^  Signed  Sealed  pronounced  & 
declared  t>y.the  ikid  Nicholas  Wilkidbn  ak  Tooley  as  a 
Codicil  to  be  andexitei  unto  his  laft  WSI  and  Teftament  on 
^  daye  and  yeares  abov^e  written  in  the  prefence  of  us  Se- 
Aon  Drewe^vthe  mke  of  I£ibell  I S  Stanley  the  mke  of  + 
F;iith  KempfuH  Hum:  Dyfon  Notary' public  and  of  me  Ro: 
Dickens  brvant  unto  the  faid  Notary.— [It  was  proved  in  dx: 
pr^iWgative»court,  an  ihe  I7di  of  June.  1634,  by  Cuthbcrt 
Surbadgdi  and  Henry  Cundai.] 

♦  (y)  The  wx^ty.  Nalhe,  fpepks  of  Kcmpe,  in  1589,  as  the 
comical  and  conceited  jeftmonger,  and  vicegerent  general  to 
the  ghoft  of  Dicke  Tarleton.  [Jn  Almond  for  a  Parrot.] 

(z)  In  the  Cambrige  comedy,  called  The  Return  from 
Parnaffusy  Kempe  is  introduced  perfoiially,  and  made  to  fay: 

"  I  was 
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He  probably  performed  Launch,  in  the  Ti^o 
Gentlemen  of  Verona^  in  1595 ;  the  Grave^  . 
jiiGGER/ in  JSjw/rf,  in  1596  j  Lancelot,^ 
in  The  Merchant   of  Venice,  in    1598;   and> 
Touchstone,  in  As  you  like  it,  in   1660:; 
He  appears,  from  the  quarto  plays  of  Shak- 
fpeare,  to  have  been  the  original  perfprmer  of 
Peter,  in  Romeo  and  "Juliet,  in   15195;  *^^ 
of  IX) OB  ERR  Y,  in  Much  ado  about  nptlfing^  in' 
1600.      In   the  Cambridge  cogipiiy;^;; called 
The  Return  from  Par^qfus;y^\c]i\s(xi^^itA' 
to  have  been  written  about  the  year  1602, 
Burbadge,  and  Kempe,  were  perfonally  in- 
troduced, to  entertain  thefcholars  at  a  low  rate. 
Kempe  ittci\s  to  have  difappeared,  at  the  ac* 
ceilion  of  King  James,  vfhtn  his  fellows  were 
rifing  to  higher  honours.     Perhaps,  as  a  vete^ 

— "1  was  once  at  a  Comedy  in  Cambridge,  and  there  I  few. 
'*\  a  parafite  make  faces  and  mouths  ofalljortiy  on  this  fa- 
**  SHioN." — The  Cambridge  wit,  we  fee  confidenedlCempyas 
a  proper  comedian  to  raifc  laughter  by  making  mouths  on  this 
fajhion.  When  Burbage  has  inftrufted  a  ftuc^ent  how  to  aA 
properly,  and  tells  him :— ''  You  will  do  well  after  a  while;*' 
Kemp  takes  up  the  ftudent  thus :  "  Now  for  you;  methinks 
"  you  fliould  belong  to  my  tuition  \  and  ymrface^  methinks, 
"  would  be  good  for  a  foolifh  mayor,  or  a  fooUfh  juftice  of 
**  peace :  mark  ;w." — ^And  then,  Kempe  goes  on,  to  repTe- 
fent  2.fmlijh  npayor  -,  making  faces^  for  the  inftrudlion  of  the 
ftudent. 

ran. 


4S4^  '  -A  AfOLQGY      {Or  rwnJiuT^tLt 

rm^  he  bad  retired  from  « the  loathed  ftagc :" 
Perhaps^  as  ft  tnortaU.the  peftilence  of  1 603  put 
wfk  end  to  Kckhpe's  nine  days  ivrnder.  He  was 
certainly  dead^  in  1618,  when  his  epitaph  was 
publiihedc-r^ 

^*  Then,  aU  diy  triumphs,  liaiight  with  firains  of  oiird^ 
^  Shall  be  cag'd  up  within  a  cheft  of  earth ; 
^  Shall  be !  they  are:  thou  haft  danc'd  thee  out  of  breath, 
•*  And  n<itrmult  make  thy  parting  dance  with  death  (ff)-'* 
Before  the  year  1609,  Kempe  had  vani(hed 
fk)n^  -the  publk  eye  i   as  we  may  infer  from 
^Ae  Guts  Hornhooke  I  although  not,  that  he 
was  dcaisi,  as  Mr.  Malone  decides  from  Gul*s 
authority :  For,  Kempe  may  have  only  retired 
ffxmi  the  firene*    When  Auguftine  Phillips, 
with  fond  recolledtion,  remembered  £0  many 
Of  bis  fellows^  in  May  1605,  he  did  not  re- 
member Kempe  :    Yet,   at   the  ^me  hour, 
Phillips  forgot  Lowen  alfo,  who  outlived  him 
mort  than  fifty  years. — Amidft  fo  much  un- 
certainty, I  have  afcertained  an  important  fadt, 
that  on  the  ad  of  November  1603,  one  Wil- 
fiam  Kempe  was  buried,  in  the  cemetery  of 
St.  Saviour's,  Southwark  (  ^  ) .     Confidering 
^  every 

(0)  Braithwayte^s  Remains. 

{h)  The  parifh  regifter  merely  ftates: — ^''1603,  NoTem- 
**  bcr  ad  Wiliam  Kempe,  a  man^^  [was  buried.]  The  ftu- 

pidity 


ev  TBI  Stags.]     >&r /if  BE  LIE  VERS.  4^)1 

every  circumftance^  the  time^  the  pkce^  the 
perfoni  the  nzamf  the  previous  probability  ^ 
I  have  little  doubt,  but  that  William  Kempe^ 
the  vicegerent  of  Tarleton»  was  then  cag^d  up 
within  a  cheft  of  earth.  I  have  not  found  any 
will  <A  Kempe^  nor  any  adminiftration  to  his 
cffeds,  in  the  prerogative-office^ 

Kempe  W^  an  author^  as  well  as  an  ador  (r): 

Yet, 

pidity  of  the  pari(h  clerk  has  thus  leftra  flight  doubt,  Mrho  ihli 
men  was.  There  were  buried  in  the  &die  eenletery,  on  the 
i$th  of  December  16P3,.  Mary  Kempoi  a  wman\  on  the 
13th  of  February  16O7  Cicelye  Kempe,  a  cbilJL  There  ap* 
pears,  however,  in  the  parifli  rcgifter  of  St.  BarthoIomeWy 
the  Left,  the  marriage  of  Wifiiam  Kempe  unto  Annis  How- 
ard, on  the  idl%  of  Fd>ruary  ^to\  \  but,  without  any  fiir« 
ther  notice  of  this.coupk,  or  their  iiTue.  On  the  other 
hand,  none  of  the  parifli  clerks,  within  the  biUs  of  mortality^ 
have  found  the  burial  of  any  other  William  Kempe,  though 
I  offef ed  them  a  foltable  reward,  for  a  diligent  fearch.  On 
the  whole,  it  feems  to  me  more  than  probable,  that  William 
Kcmpe,  the  fucceflbr  of  Tarleton,  was  carried  off  the  ftage^ 
bjr  the  plague  of  1603.  I  have  laughed,  in  a  foregoing  page, 
at  the  decifion  of  dogmatifm  on  the  mere  authority  of  Tbt 
GuVs  Horftbooiy  with  regard  to  the  true  date  of  die  death  of 
Kcmpe,  which  it  is  fo  difficult  to  aicertdn;  and  which,  after 
the  moft  adive  inquiries,  cannot  be  poiitively  fixed.  It  is 
unneceflary  to  add,  thatlf  the  death  of  Kempe,  in  1603,  be 
admitted,  as  a  fySty  any  document,  which  mentions  him,  as 
being  alive,  at  afubfequent  period,  mtift  be  equally  acknow* 
ledged  to  be  fpurious. 

(f)  On  the  7th  (^September  1593,  there  was  entered  in 

tbf 
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Yet,  he  was  as  illiterate,  probably,  as  he  was, 
certainly,  jocofe.  The  Cambridge  fcholars 
laughed  at  his  groft  illiterature.  Ift  The  12^- 
tum  from  Pttrnaffus  Kempc  is  made  to  fay  to 
Blirbadge :  •**  Few  of  the  univerfity:  pen  plays 
*^'  well ;  they  fmell  too  much  of  that  writer  * 
"  Ovidi  and  that  writer  Metdmorpbojis^  ^  and 
*^  talk  too  riiuch  of  Proferpina  and  Juppiteiri'' 
Fhihmufu^  fays  fnecringly!  *' Indeed  Mafter 
**  Kcroppyou  arc  very  famous :  but,  that  is  as 
**  well  for  works,  in  print,  as  your  part  in^ 
*^  cue.'*  There  was  a  fentiment  thcnafligncd 
to  Kempe,' which  was  known,  perhaps,  to  be 
Kis  real  opinion,  that,  //  is  better  to  make  a  fool 
of  the  world,  as  I  have  done,  than  like  you 
fcholars,  to  befooled  of  the  world.  The  publi* 
'  cation  of  Hbe  Orcbeftra  of  Davis,  and  The 
yigg  of  Kempe,  about  the  fame  time,  fur- 

thc  Stationers'  books,  A  Comedic  entitled  <«  J  Knack  how  U 
"  know  a  Knave^  newly  fet  fprthe  as  jt  h^  been  fundrif 
*?  times  plaied  by  Ned  Allen  and  his  company,  with 
*«  Kcmpe'sapplauded  mmim^ntoi  The  Men  of  Gothanu"-^ 
Kempe's  New  Jigg  of  The  Kitchen^uff  woman  was  entered 
in  the  Stationers'  books,  in  159S;  and  ajfo  }^  Kempe's  NrM 
**  J^IZ  betwixt  a  Souldier  and  a.  Mifcr  a^d  Sym  the 
*<  Clowne."— In  j  600,  there  was  publifbed  "  Kempe's  Mw 
**  days  wonder  performed  in  a  daunce  from  London  to  Nor- 
^<  wich  written  by  himfelfe  to  fatlsfic  his  friends."  In  thofe 
days,  the  yford  jigg  fignified  z/arce^  as  well  as  a  daunce. 

n  idled 
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nifhed  Marfton  the  fatirift,  in  1599,  Withaa 
opportunity  of  joining  Davis,  Kempe^  and  per^ 
haps  Shakfpcare,  in  the  fame  laugh  againft 
them : — 

Prayfc  but  Orcheflra^  and  ihcjiipptng  artj 

You  (hall  commaund  him ;  faith,  you  have  his  hart^ 

Even  cap'ring  in  your  fift.     J  hally  a  hall; 

Roome  for  the  fpheres,  the  orbes  celeftiall 

Will  daunce  Kempis  Jigg :    They'le  rfuel  with  neate 

jumps  i 
A  worthy  poet  hath  put  on  their  pumps  (d). 
Such  were  the  patentees  of  King  James ; 
and  fuch  the  aflbciates,  who  were  adopted, 
among  the  royal  fervants ;  and  though  they 
were  not  named  in  the  licenfe  of  1603,  yet 
were  the  original  a6lors  of  Shakfpeare's  cha- 
rafters.  We  have  feen,  upon  the  acceflion 
of  King  James,  fAree  companies  eftabliflied, 
by  collefting  the  difcarded    fervants  of  the 

(d)  The  Scourge  cff^iUanle^  1599,  H^^  H.  3.  b.  This 
js  Sir  John  Davis,  the  attorney-general  of  Ireland,  wbo 
wrote  the  two  celebrated  poems,  Nofce  Teip/um;  and  the  Or- 
£hejlra^  in  praife  of  dancing  :  I  obfervc,  that  Mr.  Malone 
fometimes  confounds  Sir  John  Davis,  with  Davis,  the  epi- 
grammatift,  who  was  a  very  different  pcrfon.  [Shilcf.  vol* 
i.  part  ii.  p.  63-66.]  Sir  John  Davis  is  the  firft  of  our 
poets,  who  reafsnedin  rhime ;  yet  the  palm  of  logical  poetry 
has  been  affigned,  by  Johnibn,  to  Dryden;  though  the  lau- 
reate of  James  ii.  can  boaft  of  nothing,  which  is  comparable 
to  the  Nofce  Teipfum  of  Davis,  for  concatnuiikn  of  argununt^ 
and  fubtilty  of  thought,  .     ^A 

fevcral 
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jfeveral  noblemen.  At  the  epoch  of  Shak- 
^are's  death>  there  were,  probably,  five  com«- 
panies  of  players  in  London :  viz.  The  King's 
fervants,  who  performed  at  Hhe  Globe,  and  in 
the  Blackfriars ;  the  Queen's  fervants,  who 
a<3:ed  at  The  Red  Bull,  and  became  afterwards 
diftinguiflied  as  the  Children  of  the  Revels  ; 
the  Prince's  fervants,  who  played  at  The  Cur-- 
taine ;  the  Palfgrave's  fervants,  who  exhibited 
at  The  Fortune  i  and  the  Lady  Elizabeth's 
fervants,  who  performed  at  the  Cockpit,  in 
Drury-lane.  During  the  fame  period,  there 
were  feven  regular  playhoufes,  including  three 
on  the  Bankfide ;  the  Swan  ;  the  Rofe ;  and  the 
Hope ;  which,  however,  were  not  much  fre- 
quented, and,  early  in  the  reign  of  James,  fell 
into  difufe  :  Yet,  one  Rofleter  obtained  a  pa- 
tent, under  the  great  feal,  for  ereding  a  play- 
'  'boufe;  without  the  iiberties  of  London ;  and  by 
virtue  thereof,  proceeded  to  convert  the  houfe 
of  Lady  Sanclair,  on  Puddle-whariF,  into  a 
theatre.  The  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  were 
alarmed :  They  confidered  this  meafure,  as  an 
infringeiQent  of  their  jurifdidkion  ;  and  feared 
the  interruption  of  public  worfhip,  on  the 
week  daysp  £rom  its  nearnefs  to  a  church. 
Tiiefe  confiderations,  upon  complaint  made 
to  thqpa,  induced  the  privy-council  to  deter- 
mine. 
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mine,  that  no  playhoufe  flioukj  be  efcGted  in 
that  place  {e).     But,  it  is  always  more  pafy  tq 

.  refolvc, 

(e)  An  order  was  kfl'ucd  ta  that  cffe«ft,  on  the  2&th  of 
September  1615,  In  the  following  terms:— 

*«  Whereas  complaiuc  was  made  to  this  board  by  the 
"^  Lord  Mayor  and  aklermen  of  the  city  of  Loadoo,  That 
^  one  RofTcter  and  others  having  obtained  licenfe  under  the 
^  great  feal  of  England  for  the  building  of  a  plajrhoufe  have 
^*  pulled  down  a  great  meiTuage  in  Puddle-wharf  which  was 
*<  fometimes  the  houfe  of  Lady  Sanclers  within  the  preciiifl 
^  of  the  Blackfryers,  are  now  erecting  a  new  pUy^Jioufe  in 
*^  that  place,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  inconvenience  of 
**  the  government  of  that  city.    Their  Lordfbips  thought  fit 
^  to  fend  for  Rofieter,  to  bring  in  his  letters  patents  which 
^  being  feen  and  penifed  by  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  £ng- 
'^  land  [Coke].    For  as  much  as  the  inconvenienoea  urged 
^^  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  were  many  and  of  (bme 
*'  confequence  to  dieir  government,  and  fpecially  for  that 
*<  the  faid  playhoufe  would  join  fo  near  unto  the  church  in 
*^  Blackfryers  as  it  would  difturb  and  interrupt  the  congrega- 
^'  tion  at  divine  fervice  upon  the  week  days.  And  that  the  Lord 
**  Chief  Juftice  Md  delivir  to  their  Lordfliips  that  the  Hcetffe 
^  ^ranitd  to  the  faid  Rojfetery  did  extend  to  the  building  of  a 
«  playhoufe  without  the  lihertiejs  of  London^  and  not  within 
'^  the  city.    It  was  this  day  ordered  by  their  LordihipSt  that 
<«  there  fixall  be  no  playhoufe  erc^ed  in  that  place,  and  that 
"  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (hall  ftraidy  prohibit  and  for- 
^  bid  the  faid  Rofleter,  and  the  reft  of  the  patentees,  afid 
^  their  workmen  to  proceed  in  the  making  and  converting 
^  the  (aid  building  into  a  playhoufe :  And  if  any  of  the  ga- 
^  tentees  or  dieir  workmen  ftall  proceed  in  their  intended 
^  buildingcontrarytothis  their  Lordfliips  inhibition^that  ttien 

•      "the 
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refolve,  than  to  execute.  Roffeter  feems  not 
to  have  been  terrified  by  the  threats  of  com- 
mitment. Notwithftanding  feveral  prohibi- 
tions, he  proceeded,  though  with  fome  inter- 
ruptions, to  execute  his  purpofe.  New  com- 
plaints were  made;  and  frefli  orders  were 
iflued.  At  length,  in  January  161 7,  the  Lord 
Mayor  was  direfted  to  caufc  Roffeter's  play- 
houfe  to  he  pulled  down  [f).  Yet,  fuch  di- 
redions  are  feldom  executed,  unlefs  they  be 

^  the  Lord  Mayor  fliall  commit  him  or  them  (a  offending 
<^  unto  prifon,  and  certify  their  Lordfhips  of  their  contempt 
<*  in  that  behalf.  Of  which,  their  Lordfhips  order  the  iaid 
^  Rofleter  and  the  reft  to  take  notice  and  conform  them- 
^  fdves  accordingly,  as  they  will  anfwcr  to  the  contrary  at 
**  dicir  peril." 

(/)  A  letter  was  written,  by  the  privy-council,  to  the 
J^ord  Mayor  of  London,  on  the  26th  January  i6,"^,  in  tKc 
following  terms : — 

"  Whereas  his  Majefty  is  informed  that  notwithftand- 
*'  ing  divers  commandments  and  prohibitions  to  the  con- 
"  trary,  there  be  certain  perfons  that  go  about  to  fet  up 
**  a  playhoufe  in  the  Blackfryars^  near  unto  his  Majefty's 
«*  Wardrobe^  and  for  that  purpofe  have  lately  erefted  and 
«*  made  fit  a  building  which  is  almoft  if  not  fully  finifhed  : 
<*  You  (hall  underftajid  that  his  Mrjefty  hath  this  day  ex- 
«*  prefsly  fignified  his  pleafure,  that  the  fame  (hall  be  pulled 
^  down  i  fo  as  it  be  made  unfit  for  any  fuch  ufc.  Whereof 
*  wee  require  your  Lordfliip  to  take  notice,  and  to  caufe  it 
c*  to  be  petformed  accordingly  with  all  fpeed,  and  thereupon 
«  to  certify  us  of  your  proceedings.'* 

loudly 
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ioDcfly  called  for,  by  the  public  voice.  At  tKe 
general  pulling  down  of  playhoufes,  and  Bear- 
gardens, in  1648,  Major  General  Skippon  was 
fcnt,  with  a  l^ody  of  horfe,  to  aflift  the  leveU 
lers  {g). 

But,  a  new  power  was  at  hand,  U'^ich, 
withotit  dircftion,  or  authority,  could  pull  a 
playhoufe  down  with  armipotent  fpeed,  **  On 
^'  Shrove-tucfday,  the  fourth  of  March  1644, 
"  faith  Howes,  the  chronicler  of  the  times,  many 
•*  difordered  perfons,  of  fundry  kinds,  afletn- 
**  bled  in  Finfbury-field,  Stepney-field,  and 
*'  Lincoln's-inn-fidds ;  and  in  riotous  manner 
*^  did  beat  ddwn  the  Walls  and  windows  6f 
**  many  vidualling  houfesi  which  they  fuf- 
*'  pe'£led  to  be  Bawdy  houfes :  aiid  that  af- 
**  ternoon  they  fpoiled  a  new  playhoufey  and 
**  Hfcewife  did  more  hurt  in  other  places.'* 
It  was  the  playhoufe  in  Druby-lane,  belong- 
ing to  the  Queen's  fervants,  which  was  thus 
Spoiled ;  though  the  caufe  of  this  outrage  does 
not  appear.  T^his  foul  diforder  was  deemed  of 
rf5!7;:^^r(?f/icon(equence.  Arid  the  privy-council, 
direded  tlie  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of 
London,  and  the  Juftices  of  Middlefex,  to 
hold  a  fpecial  feffions ;  for  inquiring,  ftriftly, 

{g)   Com*  Journal,  23d  June  1648. 

Hh  after 
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after  the  offenders,  and  punifhing,  exampla* 
rily,  tlie  guilty  (^). 

Leaving 

(h)  The  letter,  whith  was  written,  on  that  occafion,  Is 
as  follows  : 

^  It  is  not  unknown  unto  you  what  tumultuous  outrages 
•*  were  ycftprday  committed  near  unto  the  city  of  London 
*  **  in  divers  places,  by  a  rowte  of  lewd  and  Joofe  perfons 
'*^' tipprerifices  and  others,  efpecially  In  Lincoln Vinn  fields 
**  and  Drury-lanc,  where,  in  atCcmpt-ng  to  pull  d6wn  a 
*'  pl^yh^ufe  belonging,  to  the  Qye»ii  Majcfty's  fervancs, 
**  there  were  divers  perfons  flain  and  others  hurt  and  wound* 
"  ed,  the  multitude  there  affembled  being  to  the  nurnber  of 
**  many  thoufands  as  we  are  credibly  informed.  Forafmuch 
"  IS'  the  example  df  fo  foul  and  infolent  a  diforder  may 
**  prove  of  da;>gQrp)£$  cphfequence  if  this  fhould  cfcape  with- 
^  outfliarp  punifliment  of  the  principal  offenders  5  Wee  do 
**  therefore  in  his  Majcfty's  name  exprefsly  require  your 
•*  Lordfliip,  and  the  reft  of  the  commifSoners  of  Oyer 
**  andTerminer  for  the  city  of  London  jmd  county  of  Mid- 
^  dlefexy  to  take  it  prefently  into  your  care,  to  have  a  ftrid 
<<  inquiry  made  for  fuch  as  were  of  the  company,  as  well 
<'  apprentices  or  others,  and  forthwith  to  hold  a  fpecial  Sef- 
*«  fions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  that  purpofe,  and  there 
*<  with  feverity  to  proceed  againft  fuch  as  ihall  be  found 
^  offenders  as  to  law  and  juftice  appertaineth.  And  for 
^^  that  it  was  alfo  obferved  that  amongft  this  crew  of  appren- 
"  tices  there  were  an  exceeding  great  multitude  of  vagrant 
*  rogues  gathered  together  as  there  arc  always  about  this 
^  city  ready  for  any  mifchief  upon  every  occafion  a  great 
,<<  diflionour  and  icandal  to  the  government.  Wee  are  there- 
«*  fore  to  recommend  that  alfo  unto  you  from  his  Majefty  as 
•*  a  ipecial  charge,  that  you  do  think  upon  fome  courfc,  and 

«  put 
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Leaving  thofe  direfdions  behind  hinj.  King 
James  departed  for  Scodand,  on  the  14th  6f 
March  i644>'"  taking  fuch  recreations  by  the 
•*  way,*'  lays  the  malignant  Wilfon, "  as  might 
beft  beguile  the  days,  but  lengthen  the 
nights  j  for  what  with  hawking,  hunting, 
*\  and  horfe-racing  the  days  quickly  ran  away, 
^*  and  the  nights  with  feafting,  mafking,  and 
^*  dancing,  were  the  more  extended."  Amid 
Jik  dauncingj  and  deray^  King  James  had  three 
plays*  a<5ted  before  him,  for  preventing  hearts 
dtfcontent^  2LX\di  four'^iffliSiion  {i)\ 

The 

<<  put  it  in  execution  pr^fen^Ly  for  the  dtfpatching  of  that 
"  fort  of  people  and  removing  of  them  far  from  about  the 
*'  city  of  London  and  Weftminfter  and  the  confines  thereof, 
"  cfpccially  at  this  prefent,  when  his  Majefty  and  a  great 
"  part  of  his  council  are  to  be  abfent  fdr  fo  long  a  time. 
^  And  as  providence  and  diicretion  doth  now  needfully  re- 
"  quire,  fince  this  warning  is  given  you,  to  have  at  all  times 
**  hereafter  ah  eye  and  watch  upon  the  apprentices  likewife, 
*^  who  by  this  experience  and  the  like  where  the  reins  of 
^  liberty  are  given  them,  are  found  'apt  to  run  into  many 
"  unfufterabte  infolencies.  Touching  all  thefe  points  his 
**  Majefty  will  expedl  a  ftrift  and  particular  account^  from 
*'  you  of  your  duties,  whereof  wee  wifb  you  may  acquit 
"  yourfelves  as  becometh  you."  [The  councH-regifter  of 
the  5th  of 'March  i6|f .] 

(1 )  On  the  1 1  th  of  July  16 1 7,  th^re  iflued  a  warrant  for 
payment  to  certain  players,  for  three  ftage-plays,  that  were 

H  h  2  aded 
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the"  theatre  (/).  Without  arrogating  a  perfefk 
knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  Shakfpeare,  they 
have  added  fomcthing  to  it,  which  was  un- 
known before ;  and  they  have  found  his  bro- 
ther Edmond  at  the  Globe^  though  he  had 
eluded  the  fearchcs  of  Mr.  Malone.  Without 
pretending  to  know  the  whole  fcience  of  old 
hand^writingy  they  have  fhown  fufficicnt  (kill, 
at  Icaft  in  the  reading  of  pariih-regifters,  to 
corredt  many  miftakes  of  their  accofer,  in  his 
aflcrtions,  and  dates*  Here,  might  the  be- 
lievers y^«/  up  their  apology  jn  meafurelefs  con- 
tent:  But,  as  their  grievous  crimes  fecm  to 
admit  of  nojloadowy  expiations ^  in  the  judgment 
of  their  accufer,  the  believers,  with  the  perniif- 
fion  of  this  court,  will  advprt  to  other  thea- 

(/)  They  refer  in  general  to  the  many  documents,  which 
they  have  produced  from  the  public  archives.  The  will  of 
Shakfpeare  has,  indeed,  been  the  common  property  of  com- 
mentators, fince  the  year  1763.  Mr.  Malone  puhliflied  the 
nuncupative  will  of  Richard  Burbadge,  and  the  wills  of 
Heminges,  Cundal,  and  Underwood  :  I  have  now  produced, 
notwithftanding  many  warnings,  that  no  other  wills  ofplay^ 
irS'i  in  Shakfpeare's  age,  could  be  found,  the  nuncupative 
will  of  Sly,  together  with  the  wills  of  Phillips<»  Cooke,  and 
Tooley,  which  are  more  inftrudlivc  than  thofc  of  Heminges, 
Cundal,  and  Underwood  ;  and  I  have  moreover  given  the 
fubftance  of  the  wills  of  Pope,  and  of  ffcnflow ;  and  by  af- 
certain! ng  many  dates,  have  cohcfted  feveral  errors  in  Mr, 
Malone's  hiftory  of  the  ftage. 

trical 
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trical  topicks,  which  may  incite  attentiorij^  by 
their  newnefs,  and  repay  perfeverance,  by  their 
information  :  They  will,  therefore,  fubmit  ta 
this  difcerning  court,  as  ^fupplemental  Apology^ 
a  dramatical  fubjedl,  which  the  hiflorian  of  the 
ftage  has  fcarcely  touched  upon;  and,  from 
its  novelty,  will  evince,  that  felf-fujiciency 
may  proceed  from  inexperience,  at  the  end  of 
thirty  years  ftudy  :  It  will  hence  follow,  apo-- 
logetically,  that, — 

«       I  Seeing  ignorance  is  the  curfe  of  God ; 

**  Knowledge  muft  be  th'  Wing,  whereby  we  fly  to  heaven." 

—  §x. 

Of  the  master  of  the  REVELS. 

If  we  look  into  the  King's  boufehold  of 
early  times,  for  the  fuperintendantof  the  royal 
paftimes,  we  fhall  fee  an  officer  of  high  dig- 
nity, and  extenfive  power,  who  was  called,  in 
all  formal  proceedings,  Camerarius  Hofpitijy  and 
is  named,  in  the  adt  of  precedency,  the  King* ^ 
Chamberlain  [a).  This  great  officer,  who  is 
called,  in  modern  times,  the  Lord  Cham- 
ber laxn,  had  the  direftion,  and  controul,  of 
the  officers,  belonging  to  the  King's  cham"* 
bers,    except  of  thofe  of  the   bedchambcfi 

[a)  31  Hen.  8.  ch.  10, 

H  h  4  which 
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which  belongs,  exclufively,  to  the  Groom  of 
the  Stole  5  and  of  the  officers  of  the  King's 
wardrobe,  in  all  the  King's  houfcs  :  The  Lord 
Chamberlain  had  alfo  the  fuperintendence, 
and  government,  of  the  King's  hunting,  and 
Revels  I  of  the  Comedians^  muficians,  and  other 
royal  fervants,  appointed  either  for  ufe,  or  re- 
creation {b) :  And  he  was  the  high  fuper- 
intendent  of  coronations,  funerals,  and  caval- 
cades. The  Lord  Chamberlain  was  of  courfe, 
by  the  original  conftitution  of  his  office,  the 
■  real  Majler  of  the  Revels ;  the  great  director 
of  the  fpcrts  of  the  court,  by  night,  as  well 
as  of  the  fpo  ts  of  the  field,  by  day.  This 
fovereign  jurifdiftion,  over  the  paftimes  of 
the  court,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  continues  to 
enjoy,  durii)g  the  prefent  times  ;  after  many 
changes  of  fashion,  and  fome  revolutions  of 
power. 

It  was  in  the  capricious  reign  of  Kenry  8th, 
who,  in  i543f  had  prohibited  by  a&i  of  {c) 
parliament  religious  paftimes,  that  a  cyon, 
cleped  the  Majler  of  the  Revels^  was  firft  grafted 

{b)  Cowell  inVo.^-^CJjamberlaln-y — Laws  of  Honour, 
334:  '  All  J  fee  the  Hcufehold-book  of  Edward  the  ivth, 
w  A  C-  HAMBEKLAYNyJr  the  King  in  houfchold,  the  grete 
«  officer  fitting  in  the  Kingc's  chamber," 

(c)  34-5  Hgn.  8.  ch,  I, 

into 
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into  the  ancient  flock.  Wh^n.  wc  look  into 
tjie  houfehold  eftabliihmeats  of  prior  reigns, 
M^  fee  nothing  of  fuch  an  offi/cer.  In  1490^ 
there  was  indeed  aT>  Abbot  of  Mi/rule^  who 
was  faid  to  have  well  perfprm^d  his  office  ; 
But,  he  feems  to  have  been  merely  a  prede-r 
ceflbr  of  the  Lord  of  Fajiimes  of  fubfequent 
times ;  a  perfonage,  v^ho  was  only  appointed 
for  the  occafion,  at  great  feftivals,  to  incite 
mirth,  by  the  efFufions  of  his  wit,  and  to  re- 
flrain  reveh-y,  by  the  exercife  of  his  pru- 
dence (^).  In  the  eltabliflirnent,  which  Henry 
the  8  th  made  of  his  houfehold,  in  the  17th  of 

(^/)  There  is  a  curious  paffage  in  Stow's  London  [Strype*s 
ledit.  1754,  vol.  i.  p,  304]  which  gives  a  particular  account 
of  the  l^ord  of  MijruU : — 

«  Firft-T-In  the  Feaft  of  Chriftmas  there  was,  in  the 
'*  King's  Houfe,  wherefocver  he  was  lodged,  a  LordofMif" 
*^  rulc^  or  Mafter  of  Merry  Difports  5  and  the  like  had  ye 
"  in  the  houfe  of  every  Nobleman  of  Honour,  or  good 
«  Worfliip,  were  he  fpiritual,  or  Temporal.  Among  the 
"  w)iich,  the  Mayor  of  London,  and  either  of  the  Sheriffs, 
^'  had  thoir  fevcral  Lords  of  Mifrule^  ever  contending  with- 
**  out  quarrel,  or  offence,  who  ftiould  make  the  rareft  paf- 
"  times  to  delight  the  beholdej-s.  Thefe  Lords  beginning 
^<  their  rule  at  AlhoUand  £ve,  continued  the  fame  till  the 
"  morrow  after  the  Feaft  of  the  Purific^tioth  commonly 
^'  called  Candlemas  Day :  In  all  which  fpace,  there  were 
(^  fine  and  fubtle  Difguiiings,  Maflcs,  and  Mummeries,  with 
'*  playing  at  Cards  for  Counters,  Nails,  and  Points,  more 
f*  for  paftimfcs,  than  for  gain/' 
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his  reign,  [1525]  and  which  he  afterwards 
augmented,  we  fee  not  a  trace  of  the  Mafler 
of  the  Revels  [e).  It  was  in  the  year  1546, 
while  William  Pouiet,  Lord  St.  John  of  Ba- 
^  ling,  was  Lord  ChamberJain,  that  the  office  of 
Majlerof  the  Revels  was  created.  The  origin 
of  the  word  is  as  uncertain,  as  the  nature  of 
the  thing  has  hitherto  been  obfcure.  ** Revels,'* 
fays  Minfheu,  **  feemeth  to  be  from  the  French 
•'  Revei//er,  excitari  to  awaken,  or  to  be  raifcd 
"  fromfleep;  and  fignifieth,  with  us,  fports 
*^.  of  dauncing,  mafic ing,  comedies,  tragedies, 
**  and  fuch  like,  ufed  in  the  King's  houfc, 
"  the  houfes  of  [the  inns  of]  court,  or  of 
**  other  great  perfonages  {/)''  Skinner  fol- 
lows the  derivation  of  Minfheu  ;  but  Lye  de- 
rives the  word  revel  from  the  Dutch  raveelen, 
to  rove  about,  which  is  much  countenanced, 
fays  Johnfon^  by  the  old  phrale  ravel-rout^  or 

(#)  Sec  a  colIe£tion  of  ordinances  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  royal  houfehold,  which  were  printed  by 
the  Antiquary  Society,  in  1790, 

(/)  Guide  t&  the  Tonguesy  161 7,  in  Vo.  Revels.   *Min- 
Iheu  has  to  revel^  or  riot ;   a  reveller^  or  roifter  ;    rioter, 
f«vaggercr,  glutton.    Skelton  has  the  following  lines,  which 
are  quoted  by  Warton,  as  nervous,  and  manly : 
'*  Ryot  and  Resell  be  in  your  Court  rouiesji 
'<  Mayntenaunce  and  Mifchefe  thefe  be  men  of  myght^ 
f*  Extorcyon  of  you  s  ccuoted  fpr  a  koyght." 

tumultuous 
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tumultuous  feftivity.  The  lAing,  and  the  word, 
were  both  perfedly  knovt^n  to  Shakfpeare : — 
Sir  Andrew  fays:  *'  I  delight  in  majks^  and  riveis^  fcmetimes 

altogether." 
Sir   Toby  aiks;     "Art    thou    gpod    at    thcfe  kichfaws^ 

knight  {g)  ? 

It  was  in  1 546,  that  Sir  Thomas  Cawerden, 
who  appears  in  the  hoqfehold  eftablifhments 
of  1525,  as  a  gentleman  qf  the  privy  (A) 
chamber,  \yas  appointed  to  the  office  of 
M^Ji^r  of  the  (/)  Revels  ;  ^*  officium  magijlri 
^*  jocorunij  revelorum,  et  mafcorunij''  vulgarly 
called,  fays  the  patent,  revels,  a'nd  majks^ 
Henry  the  eighth  might  have  now  faid:— 
.    «  ■   I     ^  Go  Cawerden ; 

"  Stir  up  the  Londiniau  youth  to  merriments ; 

"  Awake  the  pert,  and  nimblefpirit  of  mirthj 

*«  Turn  melancholy  forth  to  funerals : 

**  That  pale  companion  is  not  for  our  pomp." 
At  that  epoch,  our  paftimes  were  rather  joy- 
ous, than  delicate^  our  dramas  were  yet  un- 
formed; and  our  aftors  v/ere  but  children. 
Henry  the  8  th,  who  thus  eftabliftied  a  parti- 
cular officer,  as  **  his  ufual  manager  of  mirth,*' 

{g)  Kick/aw  J  fays  Johnfon,  is  a  corruption  of  the  French 
quelque  chofe;  fomething  fantaftical,  or  ridiculous. 

(A)  Houfehold  Ordinances^  publifbed  in  179O,  p.  165, 
and  169,  wherein  he  is  called  Canerden  \  fo  difficult  is  it,  in 
old  writings,  to  diftinguifli  the«  from  the  u ;  and  in  p.  216, 
hj  is  called  Garden  j  fcJ  little  correfpondence  was  there,  in 
thofe  times,  between  the  fpelling,  and  the  pronunciation. 

(1)  Rym.  Feed.  tom.xv.  p.  62.  Jiad 
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h^  t|ie  fjivic  eflab}ifhffi]pnt>  as  his  father  hiu}» 

of  players,  ai>d  [k)  mqficiaps,  whp  contribu- 

tfid»  according  to.  their  feveral  Estcuhies,  to  exr 

hilarate  his  court, — 

«  By  pomp,  and  feaft,  and  revelry^ 
"  With  majky  and  antick  pageantry/' 

The  court  of  Edward  the  Sixth  was  too 
much  occupied  with  religious  reform,  or  am- 
bitious projects,  to  relifti  much  the  captivating 
pleafures  of  antick  pageantry.  Yet,  during 
the  youthful  reign  of  Edward,  there  was  fome- 
times,  at  Chriftmas,  a  Lord  of  Paflimes,  and 
at  other  times,  a  Lord  of  Mifrule ;    whofe 

,  • 

ijt)  The  following  eftablifhment,  from  a  document  in  the 
Paper-offia^  will  enable  us  to' form  a  judgment  of  the  rcla- 
five  importance  of  each  oPthe  feveral  officers: — 

The  Matter  of  the  Revels  -    -     -     -     -  ^f .  lo  -^  _ ' 

The  Yeoman  of  the  ReVels    --.*»926 

8  players  of  Jnttrludes  at  £,  3.  6.  8.  es^ch 

per  annum     *----•-    a6  13    4 

3  fingers  at     ^.6.  13.     4.  each    -     -     -     20  —  — 

2  fingers  at  9.     2.     6,  each    •     ••     -     18     5  — 

2  Harpers,  one  at  1 8,     5*  "-*     « 

thp  other  at        20.  —  -r- 

,.     «...    38     5  ~ 

A  bag  piper    ----r---»-i2     34 

2  flute  players — one  at  j^.  30  —  — 

the  other  at       -     -     -     18     5  — 

.     48'    5- 

A  ferjeant  trumpeter,  and  15  other  trumpeters 

at  ^.24.  6.  8.  each      *    -    -    >  413  '3    4 

-  duty 
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duty  appears  to  have  been,  to  awake  the  pert^ 
4md  Tiimikf  fpirit  of  mirth.  On  die  28  th  jof 
Jariaary  T55*,  Sir  Thomas  Cawerden  WM 
directed  to  fupply  William  Baldi^^  who  WM 
the  great  dramatift  of  that  day,  and.  wbd  wfas 
appointed  "  to  itt  fofth  a  play,,  before  tfe« 
**  King^  upon  Caindlemas  day^  at  night/'  with 
appropriate  apparel,  and  the  accufton^d  re^ 
.ijoilites.  The  whole  expence  of  the  revel*^ 
daring  the  re^  of  Edward  the  feth,  Wh6 
Continued  his  father's  eftablifhmentdf^pkyers, 
-amounted  yearly  to  about  £.  325  (/).  It  was 
a  period,  indeed,  when  there  wfefe  ifeldom 
4l«r<l,  or  fefcrt^  the  -        '     '  :..       . 

"  Unwelcome  rw;f//?r/  whofe  bwAdS  Joy 
<•  Pains  the  Ikge  ear,  and  hurts  the  fober  eye.** 
During  the  gloomy  reign,  which  fucceeded 
the  untimely  demife  of  Edward  the  fixth,  we 
thay  eafily  fuppofe  that,  in   the    abfcnce  of 
unwelcome  revellers^  the  mafter  of  the  revels 

(/)  On  the  i8th  of  December  155Z,  there  iffiiod  a  war- 
rant to  Sir  John  [Thomas]  Cawerden  the  Mafter  of  the  Re- 
vels for  £.  300. — On  the  i8th  of  January  155*,  there  wai 
iflaed  to  M^  Carden,  [Sir  Thomas  Ca<^erden]  £.  pS.  6. 
towards  the  defrayment  of  charges,  due  within  his  bifece,  the 
5di  year  of  his  Majefty's- reign.— 120th  January  IS5*>  there 
iflued  to  Sir  Thomas  Cawerden,  for  the  charges  of  the  Lord 
of  Mifrule,  at  Chriftnias  laft,  ^.  326.  [From  the  Council- 
reg^'.] 

had 
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had  probably,  little  power,  and  lefs  profiti 
During  that  unhappy  period,  the  privy  coun- 
cil, who  engroffcd  all  power,  exerted  their 
unbounded  authority,  in  prohibiting  /?W^A7yj, 
and  reftraiaing  irreverent  fports.  There  'were, 
in  thofc  days,  no  fettled  theatres,  while  the 
Queen  had  an  eftablifhment  of  players  ;  and 
the  ^ordinary  was  tBe  Ucenfer  of  the  Jiage:  Yet, 
in  that  reign,  private  gentlemen  gave  licences 
tor  players,  in  the  country,  for  preventing  fuch 
piaycrs,  from  being  deemed  vagabonds  {m). 
Mary,  however,  did  fometimies  comfort  her^ 
fcjf  with  th^  regall  difport  of  malkiog : :  And, 
on  St.  Mark's  day,  in  the  year  1557,^  there 
was  prefented  before  her,  by  her  fpecial  com- 
mandment **  a  notorious  majke  of  Alniaynes^ 
"  Pilgrymes,  and  Iriflhemen:'* — 

tc  _ What  majking  fluff  \^  heref 

«  Why;  what  oMevil's  name, Caw VdciiyCall'il  thou this(«)?" 

Sir 

(w)  Lodge's  lUttftrations,  vol.  i.  p.  ai2. 

(«)  The  Queen's  warrant  for  delivering  to  Sir  Thomas 
Cawarden  certain  necefTaries,  for  a  made.  [From  the  ori- 
ginal in  Mr.  Craven  Ord's  colledHon.} 
Mar  YE  the  queue. 
Truftie  and  v/dbeloved  we  grete  you  well  And  wHereas  cf 
welbeloved  S'ThoraasCawerden  knight  M^  of o^  RevellsTry- 
umphes  and  Mafkes  upon  o^  fpeciall  comaundem^  to  him  fig* 
nified  by  our  vizcbamblain  dothe  (hewe  and  fet  forthe  oli  Saint 

Markes 
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Sir  Thomas  Cawerden,  who  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  mafk,  as  mafter  of  the  re?* 
vels,  did  not  long  furvive  the  demife  of  Mary ; 
for  he  died,  in  December  1559;  and  was 
buried<  according  to  his  dying  requeft,  in  his 

Markes  daye  next  comge  to  o'.  Regall  difport  recreacion  ami 
comfort  a  notorious  mafke  of  Almaynes  pilgrymes  and  Iriflie- 
men  w^  their '  infidents  and  accompliflies  accordingly  And 
4othe  for  that  purpofe  lack  certayne  filks  to  his  fantafie  for 
the  better  furniture  and  garnifliinge  thereof:  our  pleafure  is 
furthw^  upon  the  recept  of  theis  p".  Ires  ye  delyver  or  <rau(e 
to  be  delyved  more  for  the  fame  of  fuche  our.ftufFe  remayn- 
inge  in  yo^  charge  and  cuftodie  theis  pcells  underwritten 
vldz  of  Rcdde  velvett  twentyfyve  yds  /  of  Carnacion  velvet 
ficfteneyds/  of  purple  gold  larcenet  nyne  yds  didi  q^  /  [half 
and  hair  quarter]  of  yellow  farccnet  twenty  fix  yds  di  di  q^^ 
of  Redde  farcenet  fortye  nyne  yds  di  /  of  whight  farcenet 
thirtie  three  yds  di  di  q^  /  and  of  clothe  of  filver  wt  workes 
fower  yds/  And  his  liand  teftifeng  the  recept  of  theis  pcells 
before  written  w*«  this  o^  warrant,  figned  fhalbc  to  you  a  fuf- 
ficient  difcharge  in  that  hehalfe  /  Yeoven  under  o^  fignct  at 
c*"  palayce  of  Weftm'',  the  laft  of  Aprill  in  the  thirde  and 
fourthe  yeres  of  o»",  Reignes  / 


Thies  pcells  above  written 
ar  receved  the  day  above 
written  by  me  S^  Thopas 
Cawerden  knight  M*"  of  the 
Kinge  and  quene  their  Mat$ 
Tryumphes  Mafks  and  Re- 
yells  to  the  uie  abc&id/      By  me 

Th  Cawerden 


To  o^  Right  truftieand  wel- 
beloved  Counfailo^  S^  Ed- 
ward Walgrave  knight  and 
M^  of  o^  great  Wardrobe  or 
to  his  Deputie  or  Deputies 
thear  / 


parifli 
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plrifh  church  of  Blecbingley  ((?).  Mcafttime, 
ifie  acceffion  of  Elizabeth  gave  frefh  vivacify 
'to  paftkttes.  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  \rk 
*hcn  Lord  Chamberkin,  though  he  feems  to 
have  neither  reviewed  plays,  nor  licenfed 
players.  Sir  Thomas  Benger  was  appointed 
Mafter  of  the  Revels,  in  the  room  of  Cawer* 
den,  on  the  iSth  of  January  1559-60  (.^). 
Yet,  he  was  not  the  firft  Mafter  of  the  Revels, 

\o)  His  wHI  was  proved  in  die  prerogative  office,  bfeforc 
©r.  Walter  Hadddh,  on  the  29*  of  December,  1559,  b^ 
Elizabeth,  his  widow,  and  William  Moore,  an  executor.  Hi 
died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Wyllye,  in  die  fame  county:  and 
being  Mafler  of  the  Tents  he  bequeathed  *'  to  Richard  Leigh 
«  of  Black/nVr^  London,  all  die  IhifFand  lumber,  belonging 
^  to  tci^'Officeoftht  Tentt^  in  die  Black/J^ym:"  So  litfle 
attention  was  there  then  paid  to  precifion  of  felling,  that 
Sir  l^homas  was  fomedmes  called  Cardin^  and  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  patent  to  Benger,  Carwerden. — Aubrey,  in  his  Survey 
of  Surrey,  vol.  lii.  p.  74i  fays,  that  in  die  chancel  of  Blc- 
chhiglychurch  there  flood  a  handfome  free  ftonfe  monument, 
fupported  by  lorizipAhxs  fatd  to  belong  to  Sir  Thomas  Car- 
werden, Knt  who  was  bow-bender  to  Henry  viii,  but  that  no 
infcription  remained. 

{p)  Rym.  F*d,  torn.  xv.  p.  565:  Mr.  Malone  calls  him 
Thomas  Benger  j  forgctdng,  that  he  was  a  knight ;  and 
dates  hfe  patent  on  the  i8th  of  Januaty  1560-61 ;  not  ad- 
verting that  Rymer  fays  it  iflued  in  the  fecorid  ycair  of  Eli- 
zabeth. He  was,  in  1553,  ^^  fccond  day  after  the  corona- 
tion of  Mary,  made  a  Knight  of  the  Carpet,  by  the  name  of 
Sir  Thomas  Berehger,  [Strypc's  Mem,  vol.  ii.  apx.  ii.J 

during 
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iming  Elizabet&'s  reign,  as  Mr.  Mataiie(f> 
aflerts;  for  Cawn^n  lived  till  December 
1559.  When  the  Earl  of  Leiceftdr  obtained 
the  firil  general  licenie  for  his  dieatrical  ier^ 
tanti  to  aft  ftagc-plays^  in  any  part  c£  Eng- 
knd,  there  was  added  this  provifo^  ''  that  the 
^  &id  commedies,  tragedies,  enterlodes,  and 
**  fbge-»plays  be,  by  the  Mafier  tf^ur  R^vds^ 
^f  for  the  time  being,  firft  feen  and  allow- 
**  cd  (r)/'  This  circumfpedt  claufe,  which 
does  honour  to  the  prodeace  of  Elizabeth, 
fcema  never  to  have  beeo  celled  by  any  df 
her  fttcceflors,  when  fuch  circumfpedtion  had 
become  mnch  more  neceflary,  from  the  pro--> 
grefi  of  revtUrtmt.  :  The  Matter  of  the  Re- 
vels had,  before  this  epoch,  authority  over  the 
paftimes  of  the  court :  He  was  now,  for  the 
firft  time,  invefted  with  authority,  over  the 
paftimes  of  the  country.  While  the  dramas 
of  the  court  weie  fiUl  ioekgant ;  whiie  few 
plays  were  yet  produced;  while  die  gentle- 
men of  Greys-inn,  and  the  Children  of  St. 
Paul's^  were  the  moft  frequent  adors  before 
the  Queen ;  the  office  of  Matter  of  the  Revels 
could  not  be  either  important,  or  profitable. 

*  (f)  Mat.  Shak.  vol.  L  part  ij«  p.  45* 

(r)  This  Ucenfir  may  be  iecn  in  Steemis't  Shak.  1793, 
voL  ii.  p,  xs6» 

li  Sir 
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Sir  TJboflias  Bcngcr  liyod  *a  fee  tlw  eftabliftx^ 
meM  of  cvd  regular  theatres, ,  about  the  year. 
1570 ;  and  to  bbftrvc  thci  iotroduftion  o£  It**, 
liaa  players.irita  London ;  but  be  iived'not.to 
behold  the  brilliant  fu/i  of  Shalcfptfare,  %vfaicb 
was  deftined  .to  illuniine  England,  itwfe  after. 
his  eye  did  homage  otherwhere*  ..Sir  Tltocaas* 
died  in  March  {s)  1577;  leaving,  as  he  ccmi- 
fcflcs,  in  his  will,  many  debts ^  with  very  fevi 
goods  to  pay  Jhem. 

Edmond  Tilney,  the  fan  of  Philip  Tilncy^ 
Gentleman  Uftier  of  the  privy  chamber,  to 
Henry  the  Eighth,  was  appointed  Mailer  xf 
the  Revels,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Thomas  Benger, 
on   the  24th  of  July,.  1579  (/)•      Thomas 

Katclid; 
•    *      .  <  '' 

{5)  Hfs  will  was  proved  in  the  presogatrve-officcvon  the 
27th  of  March  1577,  by  Thomas  Fugal,  his  chaplain,  and 
exeetitor.  Sir  Thotnas  Benger  had,  with  the  office  of  the 
Revels,  a  grant  of  fines  on  altermiifitisy  which,  as  heccmpbin* 
ed,  did  not  add  much  to  his  confojuence,^  or  his  \)yeald|* 

(/)  Mad.  Shak.  part  11.  p.  4$:-i-Pllffi(>  Tilney  vras^  the  fm 
of  Sir  Phi^p  I'ilney  of  Sbellfy^Hs^i  ^})0  was  tre^iiircr  to 
the  army,  which  invaded  Scotland  under  the  Earl  of  Surrey^ 
in  the  5th  of 'Henry  viiith,  by  Joane  Tey,  his  feccmd  wife. 
The  eUefP  4>n  of  Sir  Philip,  by  Margaret  Breufe,  his  firff 
wife,  was  Thomas  Tilney  of  Shelley  Hall,  whp^  marryinf 
Margaret  Barret,  had  FredericJc  Tilney  of  Shelley  Hall,  that 
qaafried  Marj)arct.BucI<^.the  aunt  of.  Sir  Gccyjje^  Bucjcc. 
1— Agncf,  the  After  of  Sir  Philip  Tilney,  married  Thomas 

Ho\wd^ 
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Ratcliff,  Earl  of  SufTeX,  was  then  Lor3  Charh- 
terkin.  During  the  long  rale  of  Tilney,  the* 
j>rivy  council  exercifcd,  as  we  have  fesn,  a  a 
authority,  legiflative,  and  executive,  over  the 
draniatic  world.  The  privy  council  opened, 
and  fhut^  playhoufes  \  gave;  and  recalled,  li« 
cenfesi  appointed  the  proper  feafons,  when 
plays  ought  to  be  prefented,  or  v/ithheld ;  and 
regulated  the  condudl  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  and  the  Vice-chancellors  of  Oxford, . 
and  Cambridge,  with  regard  to  plays,  and 
players.  The  privy  cbuncil  gaVe  Tilney,  in 
1589,  two  coadjutors,  a  ftatefman,  and  a  di- 
vine, to  affift  him,  in  reforming  "  Comedyes 
^  and  Tragedy es(«^)." 

Among 

Howard,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. — ^There  was  alfo  another 
Dutchefs  of  Norfolk  of  the  Tilney  family,  namely  j  Elixa- 
beth»the  only  daughter,  and  heirefs,  of  Sir  Frederick  Tilney 
of  Bofton,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln: — From  this  Dutchefs, 
the  prefcnt  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  defcendcd  5  from  the  fortner, 
the  Efflngfaam  braikh  is  fprung4 

.  (k)  The  following  letters  from  the  Lords  of  die  privy 
council,  which  were  copied  from  the  council-regifters, 
cftabliflx  a  moft  curious  fa£i,  at  the  very  moment,  that  Shak-* 
ipeare's  dramas  were  about  to  appear: 

*A  letter  to  the  Lord  Archb:  of  Canterbury:  '•^That  whereas 
^  there  hatbe  growne  fome  inconvenience  by  comon  playes 
^  and  enterlades  in  and  about  die  cyttle  of  LK)ndon,  in  [as 
«  much  as]  the  players  take  uppoa  [them]  to  handkin  their 

I  i  2  •'  plaies. 
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Among  other  revolutions  of  the  ftagc.  Til* 
ney,  who  was  aa  obfervant  officer^   and  a 

ff^ndkl 

•*  plaies  certcn  matters  of  Divinytic  2ni  of  State  unfitt  tobc 
**  fuffercd :  For  redrefle  whereof  their  Ldhps  have  thought 
K  good  toappointe  fome  pfones  of  Judgment  and  underftand- 
**  ing  to  viewe  and  examine  their  pbycs  before  they  be  pmi^ 
^  ted  to  pfent  them  publickly^  His  Ldfp  is  defired  that 
*•  fbme  fytt  pfone  well  learned  in  Divinity  be  appointed  by 
•'-  him  to  Joyne  W*.  ibe  Af-.  of  the  ReveUeSy  and  one  oth'. 
•*.  to  be  nominated  by  the  L:  Nfaio'.  and  they  joyntly  W*. 
^  Tome  fpede  to  viewe  and  confider  of  fuch  Comjody^s  and 
"  Tragedies  as  are  axkl  iball  be  publickly  played  by  the 
^'  Companies  of  players  in  and  about  the  Cittie  of  London, 
'*«•  and  they  to  gere  allowance  of  fiiche  as  they  (hall  think 
^  meete  to  be  played  and  to  forbyd  the  reft/*  Dated  the 
I2th  of  November,  1589. 

A  letter  on  the  (ame  day  to  the  Lord  Mayo^  of  London : 
^  Thiat  whereas  their  Cdihps  have  already  fignifyed  unto- 
^  him  to  appoint  a  fufficient  pibne  learned  and  of  Judge*  • 
*<  ment  for  the  Cittie  of  London  to  joyne  w:h.  die  M*".  of  the 
<*  Revelles  and  with  a  Divine  to  be  nominated  by  the  L: 
^<  Archb:  of  Cant:  for  the  reformiqge  of  the  plaies  daylie 
^  exercyfed  and  pfented  publickly  in  and  about  the  Cittie  of 
**  London,  wherein  the  players  take  upon  them  wi*»dOut . 
**^  Judgment  or  Decoru.  to  handle  matters  of  Divinitie  and 
**•  State*  Be  is  rehired  if  he  have  not  as  yet  made  cheice 
"  of  fuche  a  pfene,  diat  he  will  foe  do  forthwith,  and  thereof 
^  geve  knowledge  to  the  L:  Archb:  and  the  Mr.  of  the  Re* 
*^  velles,  that  they  may  all  meet  -accordingly.*' 

A  Lre  on  the  fame  day  to  the  Ma*",  of  the  Revells ;  '«*  re^ 
**  quiring  him  w*.  twaoth^s,  the  one  to  be  appointed  by  the 
"  L:  Archb:  of  Canterb:  and  the  oth^k  by  the  L:  Maio^.  of 
"  I/>ndon,.  to  be  men  of  learning  and  Jti<%mcttt,  and  to  eall 

«  before 
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^plendiU  man,  had  die  happinds  to  behold  the 
fifing  fun  of  Shakf^are,  and  to  fee  it  blaze  out 
with  meridian  brightnefs,  but  faw  not  its  iet«- 
ting  beams.  He  had  the  fatisfaiftion,  how« 
ever,  of  licenfing  thirty  of  Shakfpcare's  dra- 
mas; beginning  with  Henry  vi^  in  1590,  or 
1 59 1,  and  ending  with  Anthony  and  Cleopatra, 
in  1608.  While  dramatifts  incrcafed,  Tilney 
affiled,  in  1600,  to  regulate  the  ftage,  and  to 
reftrain  the  number  of  playhoufes.  He  few 
the  players  raifed  to  new  honours,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  reign;  but  to  increafe  it) 
licentioufnefs,  as  they  rofe  in  privileges.  He 
died,  in  October  {v)  i6io>  at  Leatherhead,  in 

Surrey, 

^c  before  them  the  feveral  cooipanies  of  players  (wkofe  fer* 
^  vaunts  foever  die/  be)  and  to  require  them  hy  authorytio 
**  hereof  to  deliver  unto  them  their  books  Aat  they  may 
**  confider  of  the  matters  of  their  Comedyes  and  Tragedycs^ 
*<  and  thercuppon  to  ftryke  out  or  reforme  fijche  ptc  and 
<<  matters  as  they  (hall  fynd  unfytt  and  undecent  to  be 
^  handled  in  plaies,  bothe  for  Divinitleand  State,  comanding 
^  the  laid  Companies  of  players  in  her  Maif.  name,  that  they 
^^  forbear  to  prefent  any  play  publickly  any  Comedy  or 
**  Tragedy  other  then  fuchc  as  they  three  fludl  have  fccnc 
*^  and  allowed,  w^^.  if  chcy  (hall  not  dbferve,  tfaej  Audi  lett 
^  them  knowe  from  their  X^^i^S  that  they  fbalbc  not  onely 
<<  fevearly  puniibed  but  made  [in]  capable  of  the  exerci& 
"  of  their  profeffion  for  ever  hereafter/* 

(j9)  His  will  was  proved  in  the  prerogative-aiSce,  by 

lis  Thomai 
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Surrey,  wbof«  bis  father  had  died  before  hic|; 
^nd  was  fotfrjed  pn  the  6th  pf  Oftober,  by  his 
own  diredioQ6»  ia  the  chdrph  of  Streatham. 
Sir  George  Buck  aflerted,  after  the  death  of 
his  kinfnaaii,  that  Edmond  Tilncy  enjoyed, 
thirty-five  poUjids,  yearly,  for  a  houf?,  a$ 
Mailer  of  the  Reve]^,  and  a  hundred  pomida  ^ 
year,  for  a  6e(ter  recpnipsnce  (v^), 

Tbpm^  Tiliiejr,  one  of  his  executors,  on  the  I7tb  of  Oc« 
.  tober  j6ip.  The  teftator  regrets,  in  his  will, «'  that  he  ha4 
'*  fpent  too  much  on  fine  cloathes  j"  but,  as  an  atonement, 
he  bequeathed  many  charities :  And,  he  ordered  a  monu- 
ment to  be  ereded  for  himfelf  and  his  father.  Tha  infcripr 
^on  records,  as  the  laft  tribute  to  vanity,  bis  alliance  wit{| 
Howard,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  [Lyfon*s  Environs  of  Lon- 
don, vol.  ii.  p.  485-8.]  Stow  fpeaks  of  one,  Mr.  Tilney^ 
without  adverting  that  he  was  the  Matter  of  the  ReyelS| 
who  procured  an  order  from  the  Lprd  Treafurer  to  prevent 
the  players  of  the  I^ord  Admirj^l,  and  Lord  Strange,  frpoj 
xtYxwg  In  the  city  J  ^'conceiving  an  utter  di/like  to  them." 
{Strype's  edijt.  1754,  vol.  ii.  p.  331.]  We  fee  here  only  a 
glimpfeof  the  truth;  and,  indeed,  wc  have  nothing,  with  re- 
gard to  the  flage,  in  Stow  with  the  fupplcnient  of  Strype, 
jbut  mere  Jnatches  of  Jl^hty  when  ^e  look  for  fcenic  hifr 
.tory. 

(w)  As  appears  by  a  docununt  in  the  paper^oJUce,  This 
afiection  of  Sir  George  Buck  is  confirmed,  by  what  Mr. 
Malonc  found  at  the  Exchequer,  that  there  was  paid,  in 
ibi  *,.tQ  Edmond  Tilney's  executor,  £•  lao.  i8.  3,  as  the 
arrears,  duetto  him,  at  his  death.     [Shak.  vqI.  i.  ptttit. 

J'i'otwith  (landing 
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Notwithftanding  all  the  reftraints  of  pre-^ 
vious  revifaly  and  of  fubfequent  reprehcnfion^ 
the  comedians  condudted  their  theatrical  re- 
prefentationSy  like  mch,  who  regard  profit, 
rather  than  propriety.  In  December  1604, 
the  King's-  player*  brought  upon  the  ftagc  the 
T'ragedy  ^G^w>*r  i^^troducing  the  real  ailorSf 
'which  was  kttended  **  with  exceeding  con- 
'*  co'urfe  of  all  forts  of  people ;"  and  which 
was  followed  by  the  difpleafure  of  ^  fome 
^  great  counfeUors(A;)/'  From  exhibiting  re- 
cent tranfadfcions,  the  comedians  went  on  to 
rcprc&nt  on  the  ftage  "  the  whole  of  the 
•^  prefent  timd  (^) :  But,  though  the  players 
6e  the  brief  chronicks-  of  the  time^  they  ought 
to  exhibit  the  paft,  with  only  a  reflexive; 
glance  upon  the  prefent  fcene. 

Before  the  demife  of  iSli^abeth,  the  office 
of  the  Revels,  owing  to  its  grjeater  importance, 
and  better  recompence^  had  become  an  objcd 

fjr)  Winwood's  Men|.  vol,  ii.  p,  41  •:— Chatnberlaiiie'4i 
Jetter  to  Winwood,  dated  the  i8th  of  December  1604^ 

( j)  The  players,  faid  Calvert  to  Win  wood,  on  the  iSeh 
^  March  1605,  do  not  ^  forbear  to  prefont  upon  theiir 
^  ftage  the  whole  courfe  of  this  prefent  time,  not  ^paring 
^  cither  the  King,  ftate,  or  religion,  in  fo  great  abf^rdit/i 
^  and  with  fuch  liberty,  that  one  would  be  afraid  to  h^ 
^  them/'  [ Winwood*s  Mem.  vol.  ii,  p.*  6+. J 

1x4  ^^ 
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of  4efire  to  fcvcral  competitors.  John  Lylly, 
the  draniatift,  had  folicited  for  a  rcv^rfipn^iry 
grant  of  it,  though  without  fuccefs  j  becau£i 
he  was  oppofed  by  aU  the  ffoipardSf  Georgt 
^ucki  however,  obtainc4  a  revcrfionaty  patent 
fgr  the  office  of  Mafter  of  the  Reveh,  on  tht 
33d  of  Jwc  1603 ;  and  fogn  after  this  ^our. 
King  James  gently  laid  knigbtbo9d  on  his  JhouU 
d^r.  Our  biographers  have  raiied,  rather  than 
gratified,  curiofity,  in  refpe€k  to  Sir  George 
Bucke.  He  w^s  born  at  Ely,  the  eldeft  £04  of 
Robert  (2)  Bi^cke,  and  Elijsabeth,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Lee  of  Brandon-ferry  1  the  grands 
^  of  Robert  Ducke»  and  Jafie,  the  daughter 
pf  Clement  (f  igham  1  the  great  gfandfpn  of  Sir 
John  fiucl&e,  whp»  haying  helped  Ri{;hard  to  a 
horfe,  on  Bpfwprth^field,  lyas  attainted  for  hie 
2eaU  Sir  George  Bucke  was,  at  the  epoch 
pf  that  grant^  appointed  one  of  the  gentlemeii 
of  the  privy-chamber  j  while  Thomas  How- 
ard, the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  was  Lord  Chamber- 
lain.   The  dea^h  of  Edmopd  Tilney  put  Sir 

(z)  When  Robert  Bucke  gave  I^is  pedigree  to  the  be- 
falls, whp  yifited  Cambridgcfljire,  in  1 575,  he  called  him-? 
i€ABucii\  yet  his  fon  George  fpdt  his  name  Bucy  fo  litcte 
attention  was  |!iere  then  paid  to  fyftematic  accuracy.  WiQ 
our  biographers  never  form  a  league  of  amity  with  our  he- 
falds,  which  would  t)e  fo  yfeful>  in  promoting  biographical 
knowledge!  "  • 

George 


George  ia  poiTeflton  of  this  envied  ofiioQ» 
(though  be  probably  aiiled  in  it  a  tweivemonth 
before  his  deceafe.  But,  fuch  is  Hfe,  that  it's 
fwecteft  enjoyments,  are  not  to  be  long  pof-* 
ieflcd,  without  fon>e  noixture  of  bitterncfsl 
The  houfe  of  St.  John's,  which  belonged  to 
the  office  of  the  Revels,  was  foon  after  grant- 
ed, by  an  eafy  monarch,  to  Lord  Aubeny,  an 
importunate  favourite  {a).  Sir  George  Buckc 
folicited,  and  obtained,  from  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer  Sahlbury,  thirty  pounds  a  year,  till  an- 
other houfe  ihould  be  afligned  to  him  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  office  [i).    In  addition 

to 

(a)  Heywood,  in  his  A^Ugjfor  ASkrSy  1612,  fign.  E.  i. 
/dates,  ^  tliat  when  Edward,  the  fourth,  wouM  Ihow  him- 
tf  felf  in  publick  itate  to  the  view  of  the  people,  heerqpairefl 
M  to  his  palace  at  St.  Johnes,  where  he  was  accuftomed  to 
^  fee  the  citty  actors  ;  and  fince  then,  by  the  princes  free 
^<  gift,  hadi  belonged  to  ^he  office  of  the  Revels,  where 
#•  our  court  playes  have  beene  in  late  daies  yearely  re- 
^  heried,  perfected,  and  corrected,  before  they  came  to  the 
t^  publicke  view  of.  the  prince,  and  the  nobility."-— It  was 
thls^  palace,  or  rather  fome  apartments  in  it,  which  had  been 
yiffigned^to  the  Mafter  of  the  Kevels,  for  his  office;  an<| 
•which  were  now  given  away  to  another« 

[h)  Amidfi:  the  penury  of  information,  with  regard  to  the 
office  of  the  Revels,  I  fubmit  to  the  reader,  a  lepreientatioii 
of  Sir  George  Buc,  to  the  Lord  Treafurer  5  and  the  order 
Jhe/reon,  by  the  Earl  of  Salilbury  an^  Sir  Julius  Caslar,  the 

Chancellor 
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-to  this  accotmnodation,  his  office,  probably, 
produced   him  about   a   hundred   pounds  a 

year. 

Qiancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  were  found  in  the  pa- 
per-office I  and  which  will  throw  a  little  Jigbt  on  this  obfcufe 
I  fubjeft:— 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Ear)  of  Salifburj, 

L;  High  Treafiiitr  of  England,  &c« 

Mofl:  humbly  I  pray  your  Lordfliip  to  have  favourable 

confideration  of  the  rating  of  an  annual  allowance  for  mc, 

iand  for  roomsfor  the  office  for  thcfe  few  juft,  and  honoura*- 

blc,  conftdcrations,  and  reafons :— ' 

j^  Imprmis— *F<)r  the  more  honourable  accommodating 
<if  his  Majcf%'s  office  of  the  Revels,  and  for  the  better 
ineans  of  lervice  to  be  done  to  his  Majefty  therein. 
2.    Item— -In  regard  of  the  exceffive  dear,  rate  of  faoufes 

now  to  be  hired^  fit  for  fuch  purpofes  a^d  fervices. 
3*    Item— In  confideration  that  the  houfe  granted  to  me 
by  the  King's  letters  patents  is  wort!h  with  the  appurte- 
nances ^  ann.  £.  50. 

4.  Item— In  confideration  that  the  Lord  of  Suff:  [oik] 
Lord  Chamberfain  bath  enjpined  me  tp  provide  fit  ro^m 

for  tie  effice  I  and  whereunto  were  affigned 

and  large  rooms  in  S^  Jones  [S'  Johns]  \  and  which  I 

have  accordingly  performed. 

5.  Item— In  confideration  that  the  late  Mafter  of  the 
Revels  had  allowance  of  j^.  35.  ^  ann.  for  thefe  pur- 
pofesy  hefides  £.  loo,  for  a  better  recompence,  &c, 

£.  Item— In  confideration  that  the  yeomen  and  other 
inferior  officers  have  allowance  of  £*i$.^znn^  for 
their  houfesi  after  which  rate  proportionably  the  Maf- 
ter is  ta.have  treble,  &c.  (at  the  leaft)  double  allowjin^e 
according  tQ  the  bonou^able  cudpm  in  like  cafes  &c ; 

G.  Bt;c. 

After 


year  {c).    Sir  George  Buck^  had  the  honour 
to  lianfe  Timoa  of  Athens^  in  1 609 ;  Cotio^ 

After  our  hearty  codimendations  :  Whereas  Sir  Georp 
Buck  Knight  Mafter  of  his  Majefty's  Revels  is  by  his  Ux^ 
jtcrs  patentes  under  the  greate  feale  of  England,  to  have 
fiich  a  houfe  and  lodgtnges  as  annciendy  belonged  unto  his 
place.  And  whereas  by  his  Majefty's  gifte  of  the  houfe  of 
$^  John's  to  the  Lord  Obigney,  be  hathe  been  difpoflefled  of 
ihe  houfe  and  lodginges  formerly  appointed  to  his  office, 
and  by  means  thereof  forced  to  provide  himfelf  of  another 
for  a  yearly  rent,  until  feme  other  place  flialbe  affigncd 
finto  him  for  that  purpofe,  and  thereupon  he  hath  been  a 
f^ito'  unto  us  for  fome  allowance^  in  regard  of  his  fiud  houfe 
and  lodginges  as  \¥e  in  our  difcretions  ibould  think  meete 
and  convenient  for  him.— Theis  are  therefore  to  will  and 
require  you  to  allowe  unto  him  the  fum  of  thirtie  pounds  by 
the  yere  in  his  accompte.  to  be  yerely  pafTed  before  yo^*  in 
refpe£l  of  his  faid  houfe  and  lodginges  fo  taken  for  him  as 
-aforefaid  by  his  Majefty's  faid  grauj;it  to  the  Lo:ObIgney9 
ancl  according  to  the  iame  rates  of  ^^.30,  by  the  yere  unto, 
him,  to  make  adiovv^ance  of  two  whole  years  ended  at  the 
feaft  of  All  Saints  laft  paft.  And  the  iame  to  continue  here- 
after  yerely  until  be  ihall  be  otherwife  provided  for  by  his 
Highnefs--And  this  ihalbe  your  warraut  and  difcharge  in 
^hat  behaujfe.— From  Whitehall  the  laft  of  Maye  i6ix.-*» 
Your  loving  frindes.    R.  Salisbuhy.— Jul.  Cxbah. 

(c)  In  1612,  the  office  of  the  Revels  was  on  St.  Peter's 
hill,  whence  he  dedicated  his  treatife  on  the  thini  Univerfitf 
to  Sir  Edward  Coke,  [See  Howe's  Chron.  p.  ic6i.]  On* 
the  I  jth  of  June  1 613,  a  commiffion  iffued  to  Sir  George 
Buck  **  to  take  up  as  many  payntersj  embroiderers,  taylors^ 
^  &c.  as  he  (hall  think  neccffary  for  the  office  of  the  Revels*" 
rLyfon'k  Environs,  vo).  i,  p«92«J 
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ieuntSp  in  16 to;  OiheIlo»  in  1611 ;:  the  Tern* 
poft^in  i6j24  aiid  Twelfth  Night,  in  16149 
ivhich  he  faw  in  the  manufcript,  without  a  biot^ 
tnd  ^^ablblDte  in  their  numbers,  as  Shakfpeai^ 
**  conceived  them/'  This  honour,  however, 
he  did  not  enjoy,  without  the  rcprehcniion  of 
his  id)  fuperiors,  and  the  envy  of  his  equals. 
Mean  time,  Sir  John  Aftlcy,  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  privy-chamber,  obtained  a  re- 
verfionary  grant  of  the  office  of  Mafter  of  the 
Revels,  on  the  3d  of  April  i6i2«  Benjamin 
Johnfon  obtained  a  iimilar  grant,  on  the  5th 
of  Odober  1621 :  Yet,  this  was  not  old  Ben,  as 
it  fccmeth,  who  died  in  1637,  but.  young  Ben, 
ivhodied  in  (^  1 635 ;  and  who  was  thus  tanta-^ 

lized 

(/)  As  a  proof,  i$  fiibmittcd  the  following  letter  ^<  to  Sir 
♦*  George  Buck,  knight,  Mafter  of  the  Revels,**  from  the 
Lords  of  the  privy^council : — 

^  We  are  informed,  that  there  are  certain'  players,  or 
^  comedians,  we  know  not  of  what  company,  that  go 
^  about  to  play  fome  interlude,  concenung  the  late  Marquis 
«(  D'Ancre,  wfaidi»  for  many  refpeds,  we  think  not  fit  to 
«  be  liifFcrcd :  We  do  therefore  require  you,  upon  ywir 
^^  pern,  to  take  order,  that  the  fame  be  not  reprefent* 
^  ed,  or  played,  in  any  place  about  Ajs  city,  or  clfewherei 
^  where  you  have  authority.  And  hereof  have  you  a  fpecial 
'*  care.-r-And  fo  &c. — Dated,  the  2>d  of  June  1617.** 

(#)  Steeven*s  Shak.  1 793,  vol.  ii*  p.  31  r :  and  Mai.  Shak. 
part  xu  p.  45,  wherein  it  \&  n^ift^kingly  iaid|  that  Ben  Johno 

fon, 
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lizcd  with  profit,  and  with  plea&re,  which  he- 
was^  never  to  obtiixn«  The  bad  health  of  Sir 
George  Bucke  indaced  him  to  refign  his  of^ 
Ace  to  Sir  John  Aftley,  in  1621,  for  a  valuable 
confideiatton,  no  doubt ;  and  he  died  on  the 
2zd  of{f)  September  1623,  feven  jrears  after, 
the  fwan  of  Avon  had  ceafed  to  iing ;  and 
the  fame  year,  in  wliich  Shakfpeare'^  Comedies^ 
H^oriaf  and  Tragediei,  were  publiihcd  by 
Heminge,  and  Condell. 

While  thic  Britannia  endures.  Sir  George 
Bucke  will  be  remembered,  as  the  friend  of 
.Camden ;  who  is  fludious  to  avow  the  affiibncew 
which  he  had  received  from  him;  and  who 
praifes  Sir  George,  as  ^  amao  well  learned,  and 
•*  well  read."  Howes,  alfo,  acknowledges,  how 
much  he  had  been  obliged  to  Sir  George,  for- 
particular  help,  in  compiling  his  Chronicle* 
Among  other  difquiiitions.  Sir  George  Bucke 

ion,  the  poet,  obtained  the  reverflonary  grant,  in  1621. 
Ddcker,  in  his  Satirama/iixy  fneers  at  Johnfon,  by  making 
Sir  Vaughan  iky  :  ^^  1  have  Ibme  coflen-germans  at  court 
*  AsU  beget  you  die  revirfiM  of  the  Mafier  of  the  King's 
^  Revels^  or  elfe  to  be  his  lord  of  mifirule  nowe  at  Chrtft* 
«  mas/*.  [Wart.  Hift.  of  Poetry,  vol.  ii.  p,  393  ;  and  Hawk. 
Old  Plays,  vol.  iii.  p.  1 56.] 

(/)  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  i.  part  it.  p.  157 :  My  refearches 
have  not  enabled  me  to  find  the  will  of  Sir  George  Bucke, 
nor  to  diicoverany  adnuniftratton.to  his  eftate* 

•f*  wrote 
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wrote  a  trcatiib — "  of  PoeU  and  iSifieidmr 
which  recent  Inquirers  ha&re  not  been  able  to 
find.  He  wrote  aifo  a  tradt  on  the  third  Um\ 
verity  of' England,  which  he  dedicated  to  Si^ 
Edward  Coice ;  and  which  was  publifhed  by 
Howes,  in  163  r,  as  a  fupplemcnt  to  his  Chro- 
nicle ;  in  order  to  fhow  how  much  was  taught 
in  London.  In  this  work.  Sir  George  treated 
**  of  the  jirt  of  Revels,''  which,  he  (kys,  "  rc- 
'*  quireth  knowledge  in  gcunmar,  rhetorick, 
'*  logick,  philofophie,  hitlory,  muiici  mathe« 
"  maticks,  and  knowledge  in  other  arte  {gy^ 
On  this  interefting  fubjed,  he  compofed  a 
particular  treatife,  which  unhappily  has  not 
yet,  by  any  diligence,  been  found.  But,  he 
did  noti^write,  as  it  Icems,  "  the  celebrated 
••  Hiftcry  of  Richard  the  3d/'  which  is  fiud  to 
have  been  written^  after  his  death,  by  George 
Bucke,  his  fon  {i)^ 

Sir 

(g)  Sir  George  Bucke  defcribes  the  arms  of  the  office 
of  the  Revels,* as  follows  >  though  no  grant  of  them  by 
the  College  of  Arms  can  now  be  found : — ^  Gules,  a  crofe 
**  argent ;  and  in  the  iirft  corner  of  the  icutcheon  a  Mer- 
*<  curies  pitafut  argent ;  and  a  lyon  gules  in  chief  oc/' 
See  the  tttU^pagt  of  this  Apology. 

(A)  Mai.  Shale,  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  47,  Among  the  con- 
teniporary  wits  George  Bucke  prefixed  to  Beaumont  aod 
Fletcher's  plays,  when  they  were  puWiflied  in  1647,  fonic 

verfcs 
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Sir  OeorgcBucke  was  fucceedccl,  as  MaAer 
of  thc'Rcvdfc,  ih3r\Sir  John  AiUcy, iOnc  jof  the 
geQUemeiK  of.  the  privy wchamber...  However 
ambitioud  of.the.hqnDurs  of  the  bffice^  or  de-* 
iiilQus  of  it&\^rditFfV  he  appears  to  have  been 
little  folicitoiisi:idpKmt  the  performance  of  it9 
duties.  In  AuguA^  .f623»  he  appointed  Sir 
Henry  Herbert,  one  of  the  gentlenien  of  tha 
privy-chamber^ ^  his  deputy  ;  induced,  pvtly 
by  a  valuable  (/ )  cooiideration,  although  per-* 
hapa  as  much;  fay  the  influence  of  Philip,  £arl 
of  Pembroke,  jthc  Lord  Chanaterlain,  who  re- 
cognized Sir  Henry,  as  his  ^infman  i  and  partly 
by  the  intereA  of  George  Uerbprt^  the  cele« 

verfcs  **  To  the  defert  of  the  author  [Fletcher],  in  hismoft 

"  ingenious  pieces  :**— 

"  Let  Sbak/fiarip  Chapman,  and  applauded  Ben^ 
.  M  Wear  tkeMsrsal  merit  of  tiieir  pen ; 
*^  Here,  I  am  love^fick;  aad  were  I  to  chufe 
"  A  miilrefs  Corrifal,  *tis  Fletcher's  mufe." 

Th)B  preferencf^  of,  Fletcher's  muTe  of  flippancy  to  Shak- 

Q)eare's  nxufe  rffire  was  common  to  the  wits  of  that  age. 

*  (/ )  Sir  Henryfays  in  his  reprefentation  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  Lord  Chamberlain,  dated  the  i  ith  of  July,  1662, 
"  that  he  had  purchafed  Sir  John  Alky's  intercft  in  thefaid 
^<  office;  and  obtained  of  the  late  King^s  bounty  a  grant 
^<  under  the  great  fea]  of  England  for  two  lives/'  [Stee« 
vens's  Shak.  vol.  ii.  p.  41S.  j  1  he  aliufion  here  was  proba« 
bly  to  the  reverdonary  grant,  dated  the  lathof  Auguft  ib%^ 
to  ^felf,  and  Simon  Thelwalh 

brated 
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brated  orator  of  Cambridge  Vtmtttnjf  who 
had  £uxuliar  intercourfe  with  King  Jaoies. 
Yet^  Sir  John  AfHey  continued  in  dio  office^ 
^ough  he  did  not  officiate^  till  his  deaths  in 
January,  1639^40:  and  when  Jke  made  hia 
wSU  his  P^i^  ef  power  indnoad  a  vain  man  tio 
caH  himfelf,  in  his  teftameia^  the  Metier  ^  the 
Revels(6). 
.  Mean  while,  ki  Augnft  1625,  Sir  Heniy 
Herbert  was  received,  as  Mtfjht  of  the  Revels^ 
6y  his  Majefty  at  Wilton ;  and  together  with 
the  Lord  Chamberbdn,  and  the  privy-council, 
Ke  iboA  after  incurred  the  King's  dHpIeafufc, 
for  alk>wing  the  ^>ani(h  court  to  be  broug&T 
upon  the  ilage  (/)•     In  order  to  msjkjcjkrety 

more 

(i)  Mr.  MalQne  &ys.  Sir  J6bn  ASkf  oHm  VkaMf  tit 

Mafttr  of  tiiRgvds^  m  the^rifcrtf  of  hi»  will|  t»  the  pre- 

fogative-of&ce.  f Mai.  Shak.  voL  i.  psffC  ii.  p^  4A.}'   Tbe 

probat  alvrays  follcms  the  decetfe  of  the  fe^^    The  wilt 

was  elated' die  3d  of  JanuaiTv  and  was  proYod  mi  ^  zodi  of 

February  1639-40,  by  WilUam  Havrilbn  htseaNCularyivte 

(ays  not,  that  the  teftator  had  been  Mafter  of  the  Revel§« 

Sir  Johh  Aftley  was  of  Maid(lone»  in  Kent,  and  was  the 

coufin  of  Sir  J[acob  Aftley,  who  is  remembered  ia  htfloiy^ 

for  his  a£hons  yi  the  field.. 
♦ 

•  (/  )  The  fubjoined  letters  will  clearly  explain  that  trant 

adkm,  which  is  remarkable  bodi  in  the  political,  and  the; 

theatrical,  worlds :«—  ^  - 

Mrc 
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uiotcficuriy  Sir  Henry  obtained,  on  the  12th 

Auguft^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Conway's  letter  to  the  privy-council  :-- 
"  May  it  pleafe  *your  Lordfhips  j  —  His  Majefty 
^  hath  received'  inforaiation  from  the  Spanifli  Atn- 
^^  bfili&dor  of  a  very  fcandalous  comedy  m£ted  publicld^ 
*^  by  the  King's  players^  wherein  they  take  the  bold*- 
^'  nefs,  and  prefumption,  in  a  rude,  and  di&onourable, 
**  fafliion,  to  reprefent^  on  the  ftage,  the  peribns  of  his  Ma^ 
*'  *^j^  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Condc  de  Gondoniar,  thfc 
^^  Biihop  of  Spalato  &c.  His  Majefty  remembers  wel^ 
^<  there  was  a  commandment)  apd  reftraint,  given  againft 
**  the  reprefenting  of  any  modem  Chriftian  Kings  in  diofe 

*  ftage  plays ;  and  wonders  much  both  at  the  boldnefs  novlr 
««  laken  by  that  company^  and  alfo  that  it  hath  been  per* 
<*  mttted  to  be  fo  afted,  and  that  the  firft  notice  theredf 
**  fbould  be  brought  to  him  by  a  foreign  ambaflador)  while 
^  fo  many  minifters  of  his  own  are  thereabouts,  and  cannot 
«  but  have  heard  of  it.    His  Majefty's  pleafure  is,  that  your 

•  **  Lordihips  prefently  call  before  you;  as  well  the  poet  that 
^^  made  the  comedy,  as  the  comedians  that  aded  it :  And 
^^  upon  examination  of  them,  to  committ  them,  or  fuch  6f 
^  them)  as  you  (hall  find  moft  faulty,  unto  prifon,  if  ydu 
<<  find  caufe,  or  otherwife  take  fecurity  for  their  forthoonl- 
^  ing ;  and  then  certify  his  Majefty,  what  you  find  that  cd- 
*^  -itaedytobe,  inM^at  points  it  is  moft  ofFenfive,  by  whom 
^*  it  was  madC)  by  whom  licenfed,  and  what  courfe  ydu 
*«  think  fitteft  to  be  held  for  the  examplary,  and  fevere  pu- 
^<  nilhment  of  the  prefent  offenders,  and  to  reftrain  fuch  in^ 
*'  folent,  and  licentious,  prefumption,  for  the  future.— This 
«  is  the  charge  I  have  received  from  his  Majefty,  and  with 
*'  it  I  make  bold  to  offer  to  your  Lprdihips  the  humble  fer* 
^'  ^iceof  &c.— FromRufford,  Auguft  12*^  j  ibl/^'* 

K  k  The 
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Auguft,  1629,  for  himielfy  and  Simon  Thel<» 

wall. 

The  answer  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway  from  the  privy* 
council  :-^ 

"  After  our  hearty  commendations  &c.~- According  to 
<^  his  Majefty's  pleafure  fignified  to  this  board  by  your  letter 
^  of  the  12'^  Auguft,  touching  the  fuppreffing  of  a  femda- 
<*  lous  comedy  afted  by  The  King's  players,  we  have  called 
^^  before  us  fbme  of  the  principal  a3ors,  and  demanded  of 
"  them  by  what  licenfe  and  authority  they  have  prefumed  to 
**'  2&  the  fiune ;  in  anfwer  whereto  they  produced  a  bode 
•*  being  an  original  and  perfed  copy  thereof  (as  Aey  af- 
•*  firmed)  feen  and  allowed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert  Kn*. 
«  Mafter  of  the  Revells,  under  his  own  hand,  and  fubfcribedi 
^  in  the  laft  page  of  the  faid  book :  We  demanding  further, 
^  v^ether  there  were  not  other  parts  or  paflages  reprefented 
^^  on  the  ftage,  than  thofe  exprefsly  contained  in  the  book, 
«  tiiey  confidently  protefted,  they  added,  or  varied,  from  the 
^  lame,  nothing  at  all.— The  poet,  they  tell  us,  is  one  Mid^ 
*<  dleton,  whoihifting  out  of  the  way,  and  not  attending  the 
<*  board  with  the  reft,  as  was  expedled  ;  we  have  given 
<<  warrant  to  a  meflenger  for  the  apprehending  of  him.-^ 
<*  To  thofe  that:were  before  usj  wc  gave  a  found,  and  (harp, 
*<  reproof,  making  them  fenfible  of  his  Majefty's  high  dit 
««  pleafure  herein,  giving  them  ftraight  charge,  and  com- 
"  mands,  that  they  prefumed  not  to  aS  the  (aid  comedy  any 
«  more,  nor  that  they  fuffered  any  play  or  interlude  what* 
*«  foever  to  be  afted  by  them,  or  any  of  their  company  until 
*'  his  Majefty's  pleafure  be  further  known.  We  have  caufcd 
^  them  likewife  to  enter  into  bond  for  their  attendance  upon 
«  the  board  whenfoever  they  (hall  be  called.  As  for  our 
"  certifying  to  hisMajefty  (as  was  intimated  by  your  letter  J 
^  what  paflages  in  the  faid  comedy  we  (hould  find  to  be 
^  ofFenfive  and  fcandalous ;  We  have  thought  it  our  duties 

<«  (or 
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wall,  areverfionary  grant  of  the  office,  which 
was  to  commence  at  the  deaths,  or  refignation 

o£ 

^  Tor  his  Majefty's  clearer  thfot'mation,  to  fend  herewithall  1 

^  the  book  itfelf,  fubfcribed  as  aforefaid  by  the  Mafter  of 
«  the  Revells,  that  fo  either  yourfelf,  or  fome  other,  whom 
•<  his  Majefty  (hall  appoint  to  perufj  the  fame^  may  fee  the 
*'  paflages  themfelves  out  of  the  original,  and  call  Sir  Henry 
**  Herbert  before  you,  to  know  a  reafon  of  his  Hcenfing 
*'  thereof  (who  as  we  are  given  to  underftand)  is  now  at- 
^  tending  at  courts    So  having  done  as  much,  as  we  con- 
^  ceived  agreable  with  our  duties  in  conformity  to  his  Ma* 
**  jefty's  royal  commandments,  and  that  which  wc  hope 
^<  ihall  give  him  full  fatisfa£Uon ;  we  (hall  continue  our  hum« 
"  ble  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  his  health  and  fafety— -i 
**  and  bid  you  very  heartily  farewell."    [Dated  the  21ft  of 
Aqguft  1624*  j 

Mr.  Secretary  Conway*s  reply  to  the  privy-council : 
-  **  Right  Honourable ; —  His  Majefty  having  received  fa- 
<(  tisfaSion  in  your  Lordfhips  endeavours,  and  in  the  figni* 
^^  fication  thereof  to  him  by  your^s  of  the  21"  of  this  pre- 
^<  fent,  hath  comtkianded  me  to  fignify  the  fame  to  youi 
<^  And  to  add  f\irther,  that  his  (deafure  is,  that  your  Lord- 
*<  Ihips  examine,  by  whofe  direftion,  and  application,  the 
**  perfonating  of  Gondomar,  and  others  was  done  5  and  that 
**  being  found  out,  the  party,  or  parties  to  be  fevercly  pu- 
**  nifhed.     His  Majefty  being  unA^Uing  for  one's  fake,  and 
««  only  fault,  to  punifli  the  innocent,  or  utterly  to  ruin  the 
<<  company.  The  difcovery  on  what  party,  his  Majefty's  juC- 
«  tice  is  properly,  and  duly,  to  fell,  and  your  execution  of  it> 
^  and  the  account  to  be  returned  thereof,  his  Majefty  leaves 
«  to  your  Lordfhips  wifdoms,  and  care.    And  this  being 
^  that  I  have  in  charge,  continuing  the  humble  offer  of  my 

K  k  2  «  fervice 
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of  Sir  John  Aftley,   and  Benjamin  Johnfon« 
This  place,    fays  Ifaac  («i)  Walton^  required 

^  fervice  and  duty  to  the  attendance  of  your  command^' 
«  mcnts&c. — FromWoodftock,  the  27**.Auguft  162+.'' 

N.  B.  There  is  indorfed  on  Mr,  Secretary  Conway's  let* 
tcrs,  by  a  hand  of  the  time :  «*  Touching  the  play,  called) 
«  Gamb  at  Chessi*."— In  the  council- regtfter  of  die  30th 
Auguft  1624,  there  is  the  following  entry :— This  day  Ed* 
ward  [Thomas]  Middlcton  of  London,  gent*  being  formerly 
fent  for  by  warrant  from  this  board,  tendred  hts  appearance, 
Wherefor  his  indemnitie  is  here  entered  into  the  regifter  of 
counceil  c:iufes :  neverthelefs  he  is  enjoy ned  to  attend  the 
board,  till  he  be  difcharged  by  order  of  their  Lordfhips. 

In  a  copy  of  a  play,  fays  Mr.  Malone,  [Shak.  1790,  vol.i. 
part  ii.  p.  154.]  called  a  Game  at  Chejs^  1624,  which  was 
formerly  in  poireffion  of  Thomas  Pcarfon,  Efq.  is  the  fol- 
lowing  memorandum  in  an  old  hand :— ^'  After  nine  days, 
«'  wherein  I  have  heard  ftwne  of  the  aftors  fay  they  took  fifcecn 
^<  hundred  pounds,  the  Spanifh  ia&ion,  being  prevalent,  got  it 
«  fupprefled,  and  the  author,  M'  Thomas  Middleton,  com- 
«  mitted  to  prifon."  According  to  «  thiB  ftatement  they  rc- 
«  ccivedabove^,i66.  i2j.  on  each  performance^  Thefore- 
*'  going  extrads  (hew,  that  there  is  not  even  a  femblance  of 
«  truth  in  this  ftory.'*— We  fee,  however,  from  thofe  ftate- 
papers,  that  the  ftory  had  a  great  femblance  of  truth  in  it  i 
The  only  improbability  in  it  is  the  receiving  pf^.  1500, at  die 
theatre,  for  nine  reprefenUtions. — This  play,  which  is  never 
more  to  be  forgotten,  was  written,  as  we  know  from  record 
evidence,  by i.V«;<7r^ [Thomas]  Middleton;  and  wasa£led 
nine  days  fucceifively  at  The  Globe,  upon  the  Bankiide.-^ 
Of  the  Game  at  Cbefs  there  have  been  two  editions,  widbout 
die  dates  of  their  publication. 

(m)  Life  of  George  Herbert. 

"  a  dUigent 
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**  a  diligent  wifdom,  with  which  God  hath 
"  bleffed  Sir  Henry  Herbert."  Certain  it  is, 
that  he  executed  that  office,  and  with  this 
wifdom,  for  fifty  years,  during  giddypaced 
times ;  when  diligent  wifdom  was  hardly  a  fafe- 
guard  for  property,  or  perfon. 

Of  fuch  a  man,  executing  fuch  an  office, 
who  would  not  wifh  to  know  fome  further 
particulars  ?  I  will  endeavour  to  gratify  a  rea- 
Enable  curiofity,  by  adding  a  few  nptices, 
with  regard  to  a  perfon,  who  left  behind  him 
office-books^  which  have  greatly  illuftrated  the 
hiftory  of  the  Revels,  Henry  Herbert  was 
born  towards  the  clofe  of  the  lixteenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  caftle  of  Montgomery,  which  was 
then  a  place  of  Jiate  and  firength ;  and  had 
been  long  poffeft  by  the  Herberts  together 
with  a  plentiful  eftate.  His  father  was  Rich- 
ard Herbert,  who  was  defcended,  through  a 
fucceffion  of  many  knights,  from  the  memo- 
rable William,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  died  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  4th.  Henry  Her- 
bert's mother  was  Magdalen,  the  youngeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Newport  of  High 
Arkol,  in ,  the  county  of  Salop,  the  happy 
piother  of  fcven  fons,  and  three  daughters, 
which  fhe  would  often  fay,  was  "Job's  number  j 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  praife  God  that  they 
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were  defe^ive,  neither  in  their  Jhapes  nor  in  their 
reafon.  This  charming  woman  is  celebrated,' 
by  Dr.  Donne,  in  his  poems,  as  the  Autumnal 
beauty.  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  the  famous  Lord 
Cherbcrie,  was  her  eldeft  fon,  George  Her- 
bert, the  admirable  orator  of  Cambridge,  was 
her  fifth  fon,  and  Henry  Herbert,  the  Mafter 
of  the  Revels,  was  the  fixth  fon  of  this  Au^ 
tumnal  beauty  ( « )•  Of  his  brother  Henry, 
Lord  Herbert  relates,  "  that  after  he  had  been 
"  brought  up  in  learning,  as  his  other  brothers 
•*  were,  he  was  fent  by  his  friends  to  France* 
**  where  he  attained  the  language  of  that 
*'  country  in  much  perfection,  after  which 
^*  time  he  came  to  court,  and  was  made  ^t^xi^ 
**  tleman  of  the  King's  privy-chamber,  and 
**  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  by  which  means,  and 
**  alfo  by  a  good  marriage,  he  attained  to 
**  great  fortunes  :  He  hath  given  feveral 
^  proofs  of  his  courage,  in  duels,  and  other- 
•*  wife,  being  no  lefs  dextrous  in  the  ways  of 
^*  the  court  ((?)," 

Sir. 

(«)  Walton's  Life  of  George  Herbert,  1670.— Walton 
Informs  us,  that  on  the  i  ith  July  1627,  he  faw,  and  heard, 
Do£lor  Donoe,  the  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  weep,  and  preach, 
the  funeral  fermon  of  that  excellent  woman,  the  celebrated 
mother,  of  celebrated  men,  in  the  parifli  church  of  Chelfca, 
where  (he  now  refts,  in  her  quiet  grave.  [lb.  p.  19.] 

ijal)  His  own  Life,  p.  13.    Lord  Herbert  fettled  on  a«h 

of 
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Sir  Henry  Herbert  owed  his  preferment  to 
the  patronage  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the 
Lord  Chamberlain.  When  he  became  afting 
Mafterof  the  Revels,  in  16513,  he  wag  affiftcd 
by  William  Hunt,  who  cohtinued  his  yeoman 
till  September  1639;  when  Jofeph  Taylor, 
the  well  known  manager  of  various  theatres, 
the  firft  player  of  Hamlet,  and  the  able  repre- 
^ntatiye  of  I^go,  was  appointed  Yeoman  of 
the  Revels  (p),      Notwithftanding  the  able. 

of  his  fix  brothers  an  annuity  of  thirty  pounds,  during  their 
lives,  and  gave  each  of  his  three  fifters  a  thoufand  pounds, 
[lb.  52.3 

(p)  To  the  Clerk  of  the  $ignet  attending ;  Thefe  are  to 
fignify  unto  you  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  prepare  a 
bill  for  the  royal  fignature  for  a  patent  to  be  granted  to  Jo- 
feph Taylor  of  the  office  or  place  of  Yeoman  of  the  Revels 
to  his  Majefty  in  ordinary,  in  the  place  of  William  Hunt 
deceafed;  to  have  and  enjoy  the  faid  place  together  with  the 
fee  of  fixpence  ji  diem,  payable  quarterly  in  the  receipt  of 
bis  Majefty's  exchequer,  and  all  other  fees,  profits,  emolu- 
ments, and  advantages  whatfoever  to  the  faid  place  belongr 
ing  to  him  the  faid  Jofeph  Taylor,  during  his  life,  in  as  am- 
ple, large,  and  beneficial  a  manner,  as  t)ie  faid  William  Hunt 
or  any  other  before  him  ever  had  and  enjoyed  the  fame : 
And  to  commence  from  th^  day  of  the  deceafe  of  the  faid 
William  Hunt.  And  this  &c.  Dated  the  21ft  of  OSt. 
1639,  [Copied  from  a  MS  book  in  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain's office.]  Taylor  is  faid  to  have  died  at  Richmond,  in 
J653,  or  1654:  But,  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcovcr  his 
will,  or  any  adminiftration  to  his  elFeds, 

K  k  4  help 
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help  of  Taylor,  there  was  allowed  to  be  aded 
by  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  a  play  called  The 
Whore  New  Vamped^  which  drew  the  attention 
of  the  privy-council,  and  involved  them  both 
in  merited  difcredit  {q): 

In 

.  {q)  **  Whereas  complaint  was  this  day  [29th  September 
**  1639]  made  to  his  Majefty  fitting  in  council,  that  the 
**  ftage  players  of  the  Red  Bull  have  lately  for  many  days 
^<  together,  aded  a  fcandalous  and  libellous  play,  wherein 
**  they  have  audacioufly  reproached  in  a  libellous  manner, 
**  traduced,  and  perfonatcd,  not  only  fame  of  the  Aldermen 
**  rf  the.  City  (f  London^  and  other  perjons  of  quality ;  but  alfo 
«*  fcandalized  and  defamed  the  whole  profeflion  of  Proftors 
**  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Civil  Law,  and  refledbed  upon 
«  the  prefent  Government :  It  was  Ordered,  that  Mr.  At- 
**  torney  General  fhould  be  hereby  prayed,  and  required, 
**  forthwith  to  call  before  him,  not  only  the  poet  that  mad^ 
**  the  iaid  play,  and  the  aflors  that  played  the  fame,  but  alfo 
*'  the  perfon  wholicenfed  it,  and  having  diligently  examined 
*'  the  truth  of  the  fame  complaint,  to  proceed  foundly  againft 
**  fuch  of  them,  as  he  (hall  find  to  be  faulty,  and  to  ufe  fuch 
"  efFeftual  expedition  to  bring  them  to  fentence  as  that  their 
**  exemplary  puniflxment  may  prevent  fuch  infolentcys  bc- 
'«  times." 

Exceptions :— ^In  the  play  called  ne  Whore  New  Vamfd 
where  there  was  mention  of  the  New  Duty  upon  wines,  one 
that  perfonates  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  fays  to  Cane,  Sirrah^ 
ni  have  you  before  the  alderman  \ — whereto  Cane  replied  in 
thefe  words,  viz.  The  alderman !  The  alderman  is  a  bafe, 
drunken,  fottifh  knave,  I  care  not  for  the  alderman ;  I  fay  the 
alderman  is  a  bafe,  drunken,  fottifh  knave ;  another  faid, 
{low  now,  Sirrah,  what  alderman  do  you  fpeak  of?    Then 

Can? 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  paffion  of  the  court 
for  theatrical  entertainments  required  a  ftridter 
attendance,  both  at  Whitehall,  and  at  Hamp- 
ton-court, of  the  officers  of  the  Revels,  than 
had  been  ufual,  during  the  Jlealing  hours  of 
time ;  and  they  were  allowed  for  a  larger  fer- 
vice,  a  fuitable  allowance  (r).      The   fame 

paffion 

Cane  faid,  I  mean  alderman>  the  hlackfmitb>  in  Holborn :— < 
faid  th'other,  was  he  not  a  vintner?  Cane  anfwered,  I  know 
no  other. — ^In  another  part  of  the  fame  pky,  one  fpeaking  of 
projefls,  and  patents,  that  he  had  gotten  amongft  the  reH^ 
faid  that  he  had  a  patent  for  twelve  pence  a  piece,  upon  every 
pro<5tor  and  prodor's  man^  that  was  not  a  knave:— Said  an- 
other, was  there  ever  known  any  proftor,  hut  he  was  an  ar- 
rant knave  ? 

It  does  not  appear,  that  The  fFhore  New  Vamfd  was  ever 
publiihed,  at  leaft  it  is  not  mentioned,  either  in  the  Biogra* 
phia  Dramatica,  or  in  Egerton's  Remembrancer :  Nor,  is 
this  circumftance  much  to  be  regretted ;  as  it  appears  to 
have  been  very  libellous,  and  very  dull.  This  is  probably 
the  laft  time,  that  the  privy-council  ever  iat  for  the  purpofe 
of  corrediing  the  dulnefs  of  the  ftage :  For,  in  the  fubfequent 
year,  the  ancient  jurifdidion  of  the  privy-council,  over  per- 
fons,  and  property,  was  retrained  within  falutary  bounds, 
by  the  aft  i6  Cha.  i.  ch,  io,for  regulating  the  privy-coun- 
cil, and  for  taking  away  the  court  of  ftar-chamber :  This  a£b 
forms  an  epoch  in  dramatic  hiftory* 

(r)  After  my  very  hearty  comendations :  Whereas  the 
officers  of  the  Revells  have  [attended]  by  my  command  a^ 
Hampton-court  about  his  Majefty's  fervice  theie  three  year$ 
^  beginning  the  laft  of  October  1632,  and  ending  the  iail 
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paflion  alfo  led  to  the  introdudion,  and  encou* 
ragemcnt,  of  French  comedians,  and  Spanifb 
players,  during  the  year  1635  (j).     And  that. 

pailioa 

•f  06lober  1635  A  month  fooner  than  their  Ordinary  time 
of  attendance  j  Thefe  are  therefore  to  pray  and  require  you, 
that  for  every  year  within  the  (aid  time,  you  give  aHovvance 
to  the  Matter  of  8» ./  per  diem,  which  cometh  to  £.  1 2.-^ 
To  the  Clerk  Comptroller,  Clerk  and  Yeoman  3^.  3.  6.  8. 
apiece;  which  cometh  to^.  10:— And  to  the  Ciroom 
^.  I.  13.  4,  which  cometh  in  all  to  £.  23.  13.  4,  yearly^ 
And  for  fo  doing  &c.     Dated  the  35th  May  1636. 

After  my  very  hearty  commendations: — Whereas  the 
Matter  and  Officers  of  the  Revells  were  commanded  by  his 
Majetty  to  begin  their  attendance  yearly  at  the  Feaft  of  St. 
Michael  the  Archai>gel,  which  is  above  a  month  before  their 
ufual  time  of  waiting,  and  demand  allowance  for  the  three 
]aft  years,  beginning  the  laft  of  Oftober  1630,  and  ending 
the  laft  of  Odober  1632,  a  month  fooner  than  their  ordinary 
time  of  attendance :  Thefe  are  therefore  to  pray  and  require 
you,  that  for  every  year  within  the  faid  time,  you  give 
sdlowance  to  the  Matter  of  8  »./  per  diem,  which  cometh  to 
^.12:  To  the  Clerk  Comptroller,  Clerk,  and  Yeomaa 
£.  3.  6.  8.  a  piece,  which  cometh  to  ;{^.  10 :  And  to  the 
Groom  £.  1.  13.  4.  yearly;  and  fo  continue  the  fame  from 
time  to  time  yearly  until  you  have  warrant  to  the  contrary. 
And  for  fo  doing  &c.  Dated  the  1 3th  February  1635. — To 
my  loving  friends  the  Auditors  of*his  Majefty's  Imprctt,  or 
to  any  one  of  them  whom  it  may  concern.  [From  a  RIS- 
book  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office.] 

(j)  There  is  the  following  entry  in  a  MS,  book  in  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  office :  18  April  163$:  His  Majetty 
(i^th  commanded  me  to  fignify  his  royal  pieafure,  that  ^e 

Frcncl^ 
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paffion  of  the  King  and  Queen  created  a  great, 
and  extraordinary  expence,  at  a  time,  when  they 
enjoyed  but  a  very  fcanty  revenue :  The  act- 
ing of  Cartwright's  Royal  Slave^  on  Thurfday 
the  12th  of  January  163*,  before  the  King 
at  Hampton-court,  coft  one  hundred  and  iifty- 
four  (/)  pounds,  ex'clufive  of  forty  pounds, 

which 

French  comedians  (having  agreed  with  Monf.  le  Febure) 
may  ereft  a  ftage,  fcafFoIds,  and  feats,  and  all  other  accom- 
modations, which  Ihall  be  convenient,  and  aft  and  prefent 
interludes,  and  ftage  plays,  at  his  houfe,  in  Drury-Iane, 
during  his  Majefty's  plcafure,  without  any  difturbance>  hin- 
drance, or  interruption.  And  this  (hall  be  to  them,  and 
Mn  Ic  Febure,  and  to  all  others,  a  fufficient  difcharge,  &c, 
[The  addrefe  is  wanting.] 

{i)  Id:— The  following  lift  of  payments,  which  was 
compiled  from  the  iame  MS.  book,  will  alfo  {how  how  much 
the  expence  for  theatrical  entertainments  was  increafed, 
^nce  the  frugal  reign  of  Elizabeths  as,  indeed,  the  price  of 
all  things  had  rifen  :— 

ayth  April  1634 — A  warrant  for  ^.220,  unto  John  Loweo, 
Jofeph  Taylor,  and  EUiard  Swanfton,  for  them- 
f^lves,  and  the  reft  of  their  fellows,  the  King's 
players,  for  22  plays  by  them  a£lcd  before  his 
Majefty  within  a  whole  year. 
25th  Auguft'1634 — A  council-warrant  for  £.  100,  for  die 
Prtncj^'s  players  for  their  attendance  abroad,  during 
t   K      the  progrefs  of  the  court. 
31ft  Decern'.  1634— A  warrant  for  £,  70,  unto  Chrifto- 
pher  Beefton  for  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Queen's  players,  for  plays  afted  by  theox  in  1633. 

i8th 
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which  Sir  Henry  Herbert  fays  the  King  gave 
the  author.     Th?  King  a^d  Queen's  paflloa 

for 

^  Jth  Janry  163  J — A  warrant  for  ^.  140O  unto  Mr.  Edmund 
Tavcrner,tobe  employed  towards  the  charge  of  a 
mafque  to  be  prefented  before  his  Majefty  at  Wh  ite- 
hall  at  Shrovetide  n^xt^the  fame  to  be  taken  without 
impreft,  account,  or  other  charge,  to  be  fet  upon 
him  his  executors  or  afligns.  [This  is  the  mafque, 
which  Sir  Henry  Herbert  records  the  a£ting  of 
"  On  Shrove-tuefday  night,  the  2  8th  of  February : 
"  It  was  the  nobleft  mafque  of  my  time;  the  beft 
"  poetry;  the  beft  fcenes;  and  the  beft  habitts."] 

:j4th  Jaary  163^— A  warrant  for  ^.  30  unto  William  Bla- 
grave  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  company,  for 
three  plays  aQed  by  the  Children  of  the  Revells  at 
Whitehall  in  1631.— Mem. — Their  bill  was  fign- 
ed  by  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  Mafter  of  the  Revellsj^ 
and  pafied. 

30th  Janry  1634 — A  warrant  for  ^f.  30,  unto  William  Bh- 
grave,  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  his  company,  for 
three  plays,  ad*ed  by  the  Children  of  the  Revells,^ 
in  1631. — 

40th  May  1635 — A  warrant  for  /•30,  unto  Monf.  Jofias 
Floridor  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  French 
players,  for  three  plays  afted  by  them,,  at  the  Cock- 
pit.-— 

J4thMay  1635— A  warrant  for  ^.350,  unto  John  Lowen, 
for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  King's  players,  for 
twenty  plays  (whereof  5  zt£.  ao>  a  piece,  being  at 
Hampton -court)  by  them  adled  between  13th 
May  1624,  and  the  30^1  of  March  1626. 

lOth  Decern'  1635— A  warrant  for  £.  100  to  the  Prince's 

comedians — vi^.  £.  60  for  3  plays  aded  at  Hamp- 

6  ton* 
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for  plays    fhowed    itfdf   in  their    kindnefs 


ta 


ton-court  at  £.  20  for  each  |llay,  in  September^ 
and  Oftober  1634.— And  £.  40,  for  four  plays 
at  Whitehall)  and  the  Cockpit^  in  January,  Febru- 
ary, and  May  following^  at  j^.  10  for  each  play,— 
Mem.— Their  bill  was  figned  by  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert, Jofeph  Moore,   Andrew  Kayne    £Kanej 
and  Ellis  Worth, 
lajd  Decemr.  i635---A  warrant  for^.  10  unto  John  Na- 
varro, for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  company  of 
Spanifli  players,  for  a  play  prefented  before  his 
Majefty. 
8th  Jafiry  163^—* A  warrant  for  £.  io*.unto  Jofias  Floridoi^ 
for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  French  players,  for 
a  tragedy,  by  them  aSed  before  his  Majefty  ijl 
December  laft.— 
a4th  March  163^— A  warrant  for  £.  90,  unto  M'.  Chrifto- 
pher  Beefton,  for  8  plays  aSed  by  the  Queen's 
players  at  court,  in  1634,  whereof  one  at  Hamp- 
ton-court, 
loth  May  1636— A  warrant  for  £.  180,  untO  the  King's 

players,  for  plays,  adledin  1635. 
8th  Febry  163* — A  warrant  for  £,  50,  unto  Richard  He- 
ton,  for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  company  of  the 
players,  at  Sali (bury- court,  for  3  plays  a6led  by 
them  before  his  Majefty,  in  0£^oberj  and  Febru- 
ary 1635  (viz.)  Two  at  £.20  a  piece,  being  at 
Hampton- court;  the  o^er  at  >^- lO.  being  at 
St.  James's. 
15th  March  163*— A  warrant  for  £.  240,  unto  his  Majef- 
ty's  players— viz.  ;^.  210.  for  2i  plays,  aded  by 
them  at  £.10  a  play  >— And  ^.  30  more,  for  a 
new  play  called  the  Royal  Slavi, 
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to    the     pkyers,    who     as     royal    fervants 

were 

lOth  May  1637— A  warrant  for  thepa)rniientof^.  150,  un- 
to Mr.  Chriftopher  Becfton^  for  plays  a£):ed  by 
the  Queen's  fervants— (viz.)  Four  at  Hampton- 
court,  at  j^.2o  per  play,  in  1635.  — Five  at 
Whitehall  in  the  fame  year  j  and  two  plays  afted 
ky  the  New  Company. 

15  March  163^ — A  warrant  for  ^*  150  unto  John  Lowen, 
JoTeph  Taylor  and  Elliardt  Swanfton,  or  any  of 
them,  -for  themfelves,  and  the  reft  of  the  company 
of  his  Majefty's  players^f^r  14  pla3rs  zStcd  before 
his  Ma^efty,  between  the  30th  of  September  and 
the  3d  of  February  following^  1637. — One  whereof 
was  at  Hampton-courti  for  which  £.  20  is  allow- 
ed }  the  reft  at  the  ufual  allowance  of  ^4 10  1 
play. 

4  ift  March  i63fi— A  warrant  for  jC,  40  unto  Jofeph  Moore^ 
for  himfelf  and  the  reft  of  the  Prince's  players,  for 
three  plays  aded  before  his  Highnefs,  &c  in  No- 
vember, and  December  laft :  One  whereof  was 
It  Richniond,  fdr  which  was  allowed  £»  20,  in 
confideration  of  their  travel,  and  remove  of  goods. 

talh  March  163I— Forafmuch  as  his  Majefty*s  fervants,  die 
company  at  the  Biackfryers,  have  by  fpecial  com<« 
mand,  at  divers  times  within  thefpace  of  this  prefent 
year  1638;  a£led  24  plays  before  his  Majefty^  fix 
whereof  have  been  performed  at  Hampton-court^ 
and  Richmond,  by  means  whereof,  they  were  not 
only  at  the  lofs  of  their  day  at  home,  but  at  extraor- 
dinary charges,  by  traveUing,  and  carriage  of  their 
goods;  in  confideration  whereof  they  kre  to  have 
£,  20  a  piece,  for  thofe  plays  $  and  ;^.  10  a  piece,  for 
the  other  18  aded  at  Whitehall,  which  in  the 

whole 
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were    proteftcd    from   arrsfts,    by   frequent 

interpofitions ; 

I 
whole  amounteth  to  the  fum  of  £.  300.*— Thefe 

are  therefore  to  pray  and  require  you  out  of  his 
Majefty's  treafure,  in  your  charge^  to  pay  or  caufe 
to  be  paid  unto  John  Lowen,  Jofeph  Taylor;  and 
Elliardt  Swanfton,  or  anyone  of  chem^  for  them- 
felves,  and  the  reft  of  the  aforefaid  cotnpany,  of  his 
Majefty's  players,  the  fatd  fum  of  ^.  300,  for  act- 
ing the  aforefaid  24  play8.-*-And  thefe  &Ci 

6th  March  1639/40— A  warrant  for  3^.80,  unto  Henry 
Turner  &c.  the  Qiieen*s  players,  for  fevcn  plays 
by  them  adted  at  court,  in  1638,  &  1639  -,  where* 
of  ^.  20  for  one  play  at  Richmond. 

4th  April  1640— A  warrant  for  jT.  230,  unto  John  Lowen, 
Jofeph  Taylor,  and  EBiardt  Swanfton  for  thcm- 
felves  and  the  reft  of  the  company  of  the  players, 
for  one  and  twenty  plays,  aded  before  their  Majef- 
ty's,  whereof  two  at  Richmond,  for  which  they  are 
allowed  £*20  a  piece;  and  for  the  reft  jC.t 02. 
piece  \  all  thefe  being  aded  between  the  6th  of 
Auguft  1639,  and  the  nth  of  Febry  following. 

4th  May  1640 — A  warrant  for  £,  60  unto  the  company  of 
the  Prince's  players  (viz.)  to  Jofeph  Moore  and 
Andrew  Kayne  [Kane,  or  Cane]  for  themfelves 
and  the  reft,  for  3  plays  by  them  aded  at  Rich- 
mond, at  £.  20  each  play,  in  confideration  of  their 
travelling  expences,  and  lofs  of  the  days  at  home, 
thefe  in  the  month  of  November. — Mem. — Their 
bill  was  tcftified  by  Mr.  Ayton,  the  Prince's  Gent. 
Uflier. 
20th  March  1640/1— A  warrant  for  £.  160  unto  the  King's 
players,  for  plays  acted  before  his  Majefty,  the 
Queen,  and  Prince,  between  the  loth  of  Novem- 
ber 
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{u)  interpofitions ;  and  who,  in  return,  ad* 
hered  to  the  King's  fide,  during  the  civil  wars, 
which  involved  all,  in  a  common  ruin.  Sir 
Henry  Herbert  enjoyed  his  full  fhare  both 
of  the  pleafures,  and  diftrefles,  of  thofe  times. 
The  Mafter  of  the  Revels  fcems  to  have 
cxercifed  an  authority  over  the  prefs,  as  well 
as  over  the  players  :  And,  by  virtue,  of  fome 
power,  which  he  probably  derived  from  the 
Lofd  Chamberlain,  Sir  Henry  Herbert  oft^it 
licenfed,  during  that  period,  the  printing  of 
plays,  and  poetry.  The  fame  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who  patron- 
ized Shakfpeare,  as  the  player^-editors  inform 
us,  alfo  endeavoured,  though  without  fuccefs, 
to  prevent  the  ftealing  of  his  manufcripts> 
the  corruption  of  his  writings,  and  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  poet,  by  furreptitious  printings 
Lord  Pembroke*s  brother,  and  fucceffor,  in 
ofEce>  made  a  new  effort,  in  1637,  on  the 
complaint  of  the  players,  to  prevent  the  illicit 
printing  of  the  plays,  which  they  had  pur^ 
chafed  at  dear  rates,  by  addreffing  an  official 

ber  1640,  and  the  22d  of  I^ebruary  1640/1  to  be 
paid  to  John  Lowen,  Jofeph  Taylor,  and  EUardt 
Swanfton  or  any  of  them. 

(«)  In  the  fame  MS  book,  there  are  many  tickets  of  pri-* 
vilcge  to  the  players,  and  ibf  dependants  on  the  players, 

edid 
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cdiia  to  the  Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Sta* 
lioners'  company  (*»)* 

The 

{v)  The  Ldrd  Chdmherldin^s  idi£i  againft  printing  plays. 
[From  a  MS.  book  in  his  office.] 

Aftar  my  hearty  commendations:— Whereas  complaint 
Was  heretofore  prefented  to  my  dear  brother  and  predecefTor 
by  his  Majefty's  fervants  the  players,  that  foiheoftheCom'^ 
pany  of  Printers  and  Stationers  had  procured  publiflied  and 
printed  divers  of  their  books  of  Comedies  Tragedies 
Interludes  Hiftories  and  the  like  which  they  had  (for  the  fpe- 
Cial  ferviceof  his  Majefty  and  for  their  own  ufe)  bought  and 
provided  at  Very  deare  and  high  rates :  By  means  whereof 
tiot  only  they  themielves  had  much  prejudice,  but  the  books* 
much  corruption  to  the  injury  and  difgrace  of  the  authors  f 
And  thereupon  the  Mafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of 
Printers  and  Stationers  Were  advifed  by  my  brother  to  take 
notice  thereof  and  to  take  order  for  the  ftay  of  any  further 
impreffion  of  any  of  the  plays  or  Interludes  of  his  Majefty's 
fervantSj  without  their  confents  3  which  being  a  caution  given 
<^ith  fuch  refpe£t,  and  grounded  on  fuch  weighty  reafons, 
both  for  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  and  the  particular  intereft  of 
t\\t  players,  and  fo  agreable  to  common  juftice,  and  that  in- 
different meafure,  which  every  man  would  look  for  in  his 
own  particular,  it  might  have  been  prefumed  that  there 
Would  have  needed  no  further  Order  or  diredion  in  the  bufi- 
ilefs:  Notwithftanding  which  I  am  informed  that  fome  Co* 
pies  of  Plays  belonging  to  the  King,  and  Queen's  Servants, 
the  players,  and  purchafed  by  them  at  deare  rates,  having 
been  lately  ftolen  or  gotten  from  them  by  indirect  means  are 
now  attempted  to  be  printed  and  that  fome  of  them  are  at 
your  prefs,  and  teady  to  be  printed,  which  if  it  (bould  be  fuf* 
fered  would  direAly  tend  to  their  apparent  detriment  and 
great,  prejudice  and  to  the  difenabling  of  them  to  do  their 

L  \  Majefties 
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The  printers,  however,  were  not  the  only 
perfons,  who  furreptitioufly  appropriated  the 
goods  of  other  owners.  The  players,  and  the 
diredors  of  players,  ftole  from  one  another. 

Mojcftics  ferviae :  For  prevention  amd  redrefe  whereof  it 
is  deflretl  that  OrUcr  be  given  and  entered  by  the  Mafler 
and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Primers  and  Stationers, 
that  if  any  plays  be  already  entred,  or  (hall  hereafter  be 
brought  unto  the  Hal),  to  be  entred  ix  printing,  that  no- 
tice thereof  be  given  to  the  King's  and  Queen's  fervants  the 
players,  and  an  inquiry  made  of  them  to  whom  they  do  be* 
Ipng.  And  that  none  be  fuffered  to  be  printed  untill  the 
allent  of  their  Majefty's  faid  fcrvaots  be  made  appear  to  the 
JVlafter  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Printers  and  Sta- 
tioners by  fome  Certificate  in  Writing  under  the  hands  of 
John  Lowen  and  Joicph  Taylor  for  the  King's  fervants>and 
of  Chriftopher  Bieilon  for  the  King's  and  Queen's  young 
company  or  of  fuch  other  perfons  as  (hall  from  time  to  time 
have  the  direction  of  thofe  Companies,  which  is  a  courfe  that 
can  be  hurtful!  unto  none,  but  fuch  as  go  about  unjuftly  to 
avail  tlicmfclves  of  others  goods,  without  refpeft  of  Ordcr^ 
or  good  government,  whicii  I  [am]  confident  you  will  be 
careful  to  avoid :  And  therefore  1  commend  it  to  your  fpectal 
care  and  if  you  (ball  have  need  of  any  further  authority  or 
power  either  from  his  Maji^fty  or  the  Council-table  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  you  in  the  execution  thereof,,  upon  notice  given 
to  me  either  by  yourfelves  or  by  the  players,  I  will  endeavour 
to  apply  that  further  remedy  thereto  which  ihall  be  requifite* 
And  fo  &c.  Dated  the  lothof  June,  1637.  P.[cmbrokel 
and  M/^oiitr^oniery.  I 
To  the  Miifter  and  War-  j 

Jens  of  die  Company  of  > 

i^r»ntrr'i''^cl  Scanoners.    ^ 

The 
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The.  Maflfcr  of  the  Revels  tried, 'tWthoat  fac- 
cefs,  to  prevent  this  petfy  larceny.  Com*- 
plaints  were  jnade,  when  other  mcafiires  fail-^' 
cfd,  to  the  Lord'  Gliitrtbferlairi;  who  fuppofed* 
himfclf,  becau/e-he  Waa  fn^pbfcdlby  3tfecrsr> 
tx>  fee  omnipotenft  over  the  tlicatric-  vvwfif.* 
And,  he  iffued  to  the  pony^rtiief's  "bf  the  dra-^ 
matic  ftates,  his  ^imperative  tnandat^s,  Which> 
as  they  were  fotnetinies  enFofccd  by-  impri- 
fontnent^   were    generally ^obeyed   as    iitihg 

lawT{yo).        '  •'"  '" 

^     ^  M  r:-.^  '      •  Yet, 

(w)  Whereas  XVAliam  BieftonGerit,  G&ietnoiicc.  ©rthe 
King*s  and  Queen^s  Young  CompahyorPlay.er»^  the  Cock-' 
pit  in  Drury  Lane,  hath  repreiented  unto  his  Mayefty,  that  the. 
feverai  plays  hereafeer  mentioned  (viz.')  Witt  without 
Money  J  The  Night  Walkers;  The  Knight  of  the  burning 
Peftill  i  Fathers  owne  Sonne ;  Cupids  Revenge ;  The 
Bondman ;  The  Renegado ;  A  New  way  to  pay  Debts  $ 
The  Great  Duke  of  Florence;  The  Maid  of  Honor  j  The 
Traytor ;  The  Example ;  The  Yourie^  Admirall ;  The 
Opoitunity;  A  Witty  fayre  one;  Loves  Cruelty;  The 
Wedding ;  The  Maids  Revenge  ;  The  Lady  of  Pleafurc'; 
The  Schoole  of  Complement ;  The  grateful  Servant ;  The 
Coronation ;  Hide  Parke ;  Philip  Chabot  Aditiiral  of 
France;  A  Mad  Couple  well  mett;  All's  lofs  by  Luft  j 
The  Changeling ;  A  fayre  Quarrell ;  Tffe  Spanifh  Gypfie ; 
The  World;  The  Sunnes Darlings  Love's  Sacrifice;  Tis 
Pitty  fliee's  a  Whore;  George  a  greene  ;  Loves  Miftrefs; 
The  Cunning  Lovers ;  The  Rape  of  Lucrefe ;  A  Trick  to 
cheat  the  Devill;  A  Foole  and  her  Maydenhead  foon  part- 
•d)  King  John  and  Matilda;  A  Cicty  Night  Cap;  The' 
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..  Yet,  itrfometimcs  required  the  authority  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  penalty  of. 
imprifonment,  to  oblige  the  managers  of  play- 
hqufes-  to  9bej:  the  acfuftomtd  .powers  of  the 
Mafter  of  the  jRevpls ;  fo  obftinate  is  intereft, 
when  pppofed  to  duty..  William  Beeflon,  who 
fe^s  fo  h^ye  Succeeded  his  father  Chriilopher 
BjCe(lpn,^^W  the,  maq^^  of   the  young 

players  at;  t^.  Cockpit,  in  Drury-lane,  was 
thjjs  induced  .tp'.dilbbey  the  orders  of  the 
Mafter  of  the  Revels ;  performing  a  forbidden 
play,  "  which  had  relation  to  the  paflages  of 
** .  the  King^s  journey  into  tlie  North ;  whereof 
'l^his  M^^y  pQoiplained  "  to  Sir  Henry  Her- 

Blocxly  Banquett ; '  Cupid*s  Vagaries ;  The  Conceited 
Diikc  i  and  Appiris  and  Virginia  ;  do  all  and  every  of  them 
properly  and  of  right  belong  to  the  faid  houfc ;  and  confe- 
cjuently,  that  they  are  all  in  his  propriety. — And  to  the  end 
that  any  other  companies  of  aclors  in  or  about  London  fliall 
not  prefume  to  a6l  any  of  Acm  to  the  prejudice  of  him  the 
laid  William  Biefton  and  his  company.— His  Majefty  hath 
itgnificd  his  royal  pleafure  unto  me  thereby  requiring  me  to 
declare  fo  much  to  all  other  companies  of  adlors  hereby  con- 
cernable,  that  they  are  not  any  ways  to  intermeddle  with,  or 
a(5l  any  of  the  above  mentioned  plays.— Whereof  I  require 
all  matters  and  governors  of  playhoufes,  and  all  others  whom 
it  may  concern  to  take  notice  and  to  forbear  to  impeach  the 
(aid  William  Biefton  in  the  premifles  as  they  tender  his 
Majefty's  difplcafurc,  and  will  anfwer  the  contempt.  Dated 
the  lOth  of  Auguft  1639.  [From  a  MS.  book  in  the  Lord 
Ch.imbcrlain*s  ofTice.] 

bcrt. 
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bert.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  Mfliie3  his  of- 
ficial edid  againft  him  (x).  Beefton  was  com* 
mitted  to  the  Marftialfey,  by  virtue  of  his 
warrant,  for  playing  without  a  licenfe  $  yet^ 
}ie  was  in  a  few  days  difcfaarged,  on  making 
a  formal  fubmiffion  to  fcenic  power. 

•  (x)  The  following  is  a  cop^  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
order,  from  a  MS.  book  in  his  office; — 

Whereas  William  Bjefton  and  the  compaijy  of  players  of 
the  Cockpit  In  Drury-lane  have  lately  afted  a  new  play 
with«Ht  any  iicenfe  firpm  the  Mafter  of  his  Mkjsfty^s  Revells, 
^ni  being  comma/ided  to  forbear  playing  or  a^^ng  of  the 
&me  play  by  the  faid.  Mailer  of  the  $.eycUs^  and  comnianded 
Jikewife  to  forbear  all  manner  of  playing,  have  notwithftand- 
ing  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  (aid  Mafter  of  the 
Revells  and  the  power  granted  unto  him  under  the  great  feal 
of  England  a£led  the  iaid  play  and  o^rs  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  Majcft^''s  fefvice  and  in  contempt  of  the  office  of  the  Re- 
vells [whereby]  he,  and  they,  and  all  other  companies,  ever  have 
been  and  ought  to  be  governed  and  regulated ;  Thefe  are 
therefore  ia  his  Majefty 's  name  and  fig^iification  of  his  royal 
pleafure  to  command  the  faid  WiJUam  Biefton  and  the  re(( 
of  that  compa/iy  of  the  Cockpit  players  from  henceforth  and 
upon  light  hereof  tp  forbear  to  aft  any  plays  whatfoever  un- 
til they  (hall  be  reftored  by  the  faid  Mafter  of  the  Revells 
unto  their  former  liberty.  Whereof  all  p^es  concernable 
are  to  take  notice  ^nd  conform  accordingly  as  they  ani 
every  of  them  wiil  anfwer  it  at  their  peril.  Da^  the  3*.  pf 
May  1640. 

To  W»  Biefton,  George  Eftotcville-j 
.  ai)d  the  reft  of  the  Company  of  Players  > 
.   at  die  Cockpit  in  Dfury-lane.       .    .  J  ;  *      ., 
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But,  his  rebellion  againft  authority  feems 
not  to  have  been  foon  forgdttcn.    He  was  not 
Ippg  after  fuperfcicled  in  his  tnanagement,  by 
^  perfoD,  who  had  more  interieft  thap  Beefton; 
becaufe.  h^  knew  bfetter  how  to  pleafe^    This 
was  William  D'Avcnant^   the  hwful  fon  of 
John  D*Avenant,  vintner,  in  Oxford,  th&fup-^ 
f^fedioti  of  Shakfpeare,  and  the  opponent  erf"  Sir 
Jlenry  Herbert.    D* A^enant  was  born,  in  Fe- 
bruaiy  1 69-J^  \  and  entered  of  Lincoln  poUege^ 
Oxford,  in  162 1 ;  But,  leaving  th^  uniyeriity, 
without  a  degree,  became  firft  the  page  of 
the  Duchefs  of  Ricbinond,  then  an  attendant 
pn  Lord  Brook,  and  afterwards  a  fervant  of 
the  Queen.    A5  a  dramatic  writer,  he  pqb? 
liftied  Albovine^  in  1629  ;    the  Cruel  Brother^ 
in  1630 ;  the  yujl  Italian^  in  1630  ;  the  7V/»- 
fle  of  Love,  in  1634;    thp  Triumphs  of  the 
Prince  U  Amour  ^  in  1635 ;  the  Platonic  Lovers^ 
in  1636^    the  fVitSy  in  1636  ;  Britannia  Tri" 
umpbansy  in  1637  •    And,  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, 1638,  an  annuity  of  ^.  100.  was  fet- 
tled on  him,  by  Charles  the  firft ;  "  in  con- 
*'  fidcration  of  feryices  done,  and  to  be  done." 
On  the  26th  of  March  1639,  he  was  autho- 
rized, by  a  patent  under  the  great  feal,  as  we 
learn  from  Rymer,  to  ered:  a  playhoufe,  in 
Fleet-ftreet ; '  But,  from  this  project,  D'Ave- 
*  ''  '  nant 
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nant  foon  defiftcd ;  bccaufe  his  attention  was 
immediately  drawn  to  an  objcft  of  kfs  rifqne, 
and  of  more  eafy  execution.  On  the  27th  of 
June  1640,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  to  take  into  his  government  the 
theatre,  called  the  Cockpit,  in  Drury-lane  {y). 

But, 

{y)  The  following  appointment  was  copied  from  a  MS. 
Ibook  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office.  Mr.  Malone  has 
mifdated  this  document,  in  1639,  inftead  of  1640.  [Sha]c. 
vol.  u  part  ii.  pag.  237.] 

♦*  Whereas  in  the  playhoufc  or  theatre  commonly  called 
the  Cockpit  in  Drury-Jane  thef  e  are  a  company  of  players 
X>r  adlors  authorifed  by  me  ( as  Lord  Chamberlain  to  his 
Majefty)  .to  play  or  a6l  under  the  title  of  the  King's  and 
CJJueen's  fcrvanls,  and  that  by  reafon  of  fome  diibrders  lately 
^mongft  them  committed  they  are  dl&bled  in  their  fervice 
and  quality ;  Thcfe  are  therefore  to  fignify  that  by  the  fame 
;authority  I  do  authori.fe  and  appoint  William  Pavenant 
Gent,  one  pf  her  Majefty's  fervants,  for  me,  and  in  my  name, 
to  take  into  bis  government  jand  care  the  iaid  company  of 
players,  t;q  govern,  order,  and  difpofe  of  them  for  adlion  and 
^refentmeQts  and  all  their  affairs  in  the  faid  houfe  as  in  hi^ 
difcretion  ihall  feem  beft  to  conduce  to  his  A^Iajefty's  fervice 
in  that  quality.  And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  and  command  them, 
ail  and  t^^xy  pi  them,  that  are  fo  authorifed  to  play  in  the 
faid  houfe  under  the  privilege  of  his  or  her  Majefty's  fer- 
vants,  and  every  one  belonging  as  prentices  or  fervants  tti 
ihofe  ^3ori  to  play  under  the  (aid  privilege,  that  they  obey 
the  jlaid  .M'*  Davenant  and  follow  his  orders  and  diredions 
as  they  will  anfwer  the  contrary;  which  power  or  privilege 
)ie  is  to  continue  axid  enjoy  during  that  leafe  which  M^'.  £li- 
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But^  this  authority,  however  agreeable  to  himi 
he  did  not  long  enjoy ;  being  involvjed  in  the 
contefts  of  the  times,  which  ended  in  accur 
fation,  and  imprifonmentr 

In  all  thofe  meafures,  whether  favourable, 
or  adverfe,  Sir  Plenry  Herbert  enjpyed  his  ap*- 
propriate  (hare.  During  that  period,  he  parr 
took  of  the  mingled  pleafure  of  cofredljng 
every  new  play  before  it  was  prefcnted ;  and 
received  a  fee  of  forty  (hillings,  for  his  pains, 
He  received  alfo,  as  Mafter  of  the  Reycl§„ 
from  the  eftablifhed  playhoufes,  a  Summer, 
and  a  Winter,  benefit,  which  yielded  him  nine 
pounds  each,  according  to  an  average  of  years, 
in  Odober  1629,  by  an  agreement  with  thp 
King's  company,  which  laded  till  the  civil 
wars  began,  he  received,  in  lieu  of  benefits, 
ten  pounds  at  Chriflmas,  and  the  fame  fum 
at  Midfummer.  He  vvas  paid  alfo  particular 
gratuities  for  fpecial  fervices,  which  be  re- 
ceived for  the  laft  time,  in  June  1 642 ;  as  the 
civil  war  was  already  begun.  And,  he  poflcft 
what  feems  to  have  been  ^  neceflary  append- 

zsbetb  3icftoii  alias  Huchcfon  hath  or  dotji  hold  in  t^e  iaid 
playhoufe :  Provided  he  be  ftill  accountable  to  me  for  his 
care  and  well  ordering  the  faid  company-^Given  under  my 
hand  and  feal  tbb  27'?.  June  1640.'* 

P.  [embroke]  and  M.[ontgomer7. j 

age 
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age  of  his  office,  an  appropriate  box  in  the 
cftablifhed  theatres  {z). 

In  the  period,  from- 1623  to  1643,  the  mo^^ 
fiarch  of  the  Revels  cxercifed,  like  the  mo- 
narch over  the  ftate,  unbounded  authority 
over  the  dramatic  world.  During  the  unhappy 
times,  from  1642,  to  1660,  his  authority  over 
paftimes  ceafed ;  while  all  lawful  power  was 
impugned,  and  all  innocent  pailime  was  de- 
cried. With  the  restoration  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  magiftrate,  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels, 
aifumed  his  former  jurifdidion,  but  was  fur* 
prifed  to  find,  that  the  unqualified  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  recent  times  had  given  men  new  habits 
of  reafoning,  notions  of  privileges,  and  pro- 
penfities  to  refiftance.  During  this  fenfation, 
he  applied  to  the  courts  of  juftice  for  redrefs; 
but  the  contradictory  verdidts  of  juries  left 
contention  J  by  contraries^  to  execute  all  things. 
The  ruler  of  the  paftimes  now  appealed  to  the 
ruler  of  the  ftate  5  but  without  receiving  re- 
drefs, or  exciting  fympathy.  Mutual  vexations 
produced  at  length,  in  the  dramatic  world, 
mutual  agreement ;  as  the  fame  caufe  had 
already  prpduced  the  fame  efFedt,  in  the  po- 
litical world.     But,  like  other  difputed  jurif- 

(2}  Mal.Shak.  vol.i.  partii.  pp.  144— *i53-i54'^237. 

didtions. 


52S  ^«  APOLOGY      [OfthbM4Sti» 

4i<^ionSj  aftd  other  weak  governments,  the  au- 
thority of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels  continued 
to  be  oppreffive  in  its  fupcrintendance,  un- 
til tb€  Revolution  taught  new  kflbns  to  all 
parties. 

Soon  after  his  advancement  to  the  vice- 
rpyalty  of  the  Revels,  Sir  Henry  Herbert  fet-r 
tied  with  his  family,  at  Woodford  in  Eflcx  ^ 
where,  he  l^indly  received;  in  1629,  his  bro* 
ther  George,  who  was  afflkfted  witJi  an  ague  j 
as  Walton  inform  us..  Sir  Henry  rcfided  at 
Chelfcaj  during  the  civil  wars(tf).     And  in 

thofe 

la)  It  appears,  from  the  parifh  regiftcr  of  Chelfea,  &yi 
Lyfons,  [Environs,  vol.ii.  p.  127,]  that  Richard,  the  fecond 
Sow  of  Sir  Hi*nry  Herbert,  was  baptized,  on  the  25th  of  Fc- 
-bruary  1657,  and  died  underage.  There  is  an  anecdote 
preferved  by  Wood  [  Ath,  vol.  ii.  col.  700,]  which,  as  it  is 
charafteriftic  of  Charles  ift  j  during  the  trying  fcenes  of  his 
laft  days,  and  does  honour  to  Sir  Henry,  ought  to  be  re- 
membered :  "  It  may  not  be  forgotten,"  fays  Wood,  •<  that 
**  Sir  Henry  Herbert,  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  a  gentleman  in 
«  ordinary  of  his  Majefty's  privy-chamber  (one  that  cor- 
"  dially  loved  and  honoured  the  King,  and  during  the  war| 
**  had  fufFered  confiderably  in  his  eftate  by  fequeft ration  and 
«  otherwifc)  meeting  M'.  Thomas  Herbert  his  kinfman  in 
*'  S'  James's  park,  iirft  inquired  how  his  Majcfty  did,  and 
^  afterwards  prefenting  his  duty  to  him,  with  aflurance,  that 
"  himfelf  with  many  other  of  his  Majeftry's  fervants  did 
^  frequently  pray  for  him,  defired  that  his  Majefty  would 
*«  be  pleafcd  to  read  the  fecond  chapter  of  EccUfiaflicui ; 

«for 
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thofc  times,  he  acquired,  though  I  know  not 
by  what  means,  the  manor  of  Ribbesford,  in 
Warwick(hire,  By  the  influence^  which  ho 
thereby  obtained  over  Bewdley,  he  was  chofen 
by  that  borough  a  member  of  the  parliament^ 
which  met  in  1661 ;  though  he  immediately 
vacated  his  feat,  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
ion  Henry,  who  long  repref^nted  this  town, 
wherein  they  had  many  meffuages.  Sir  Henry 
kept  the  office  of  the  Revels  in  Cary-Houfe, 
during  his  difputes  with  Thomas  l^illigrew, 
Sir  William  D'Avenant,  John  Rhodes,  and 
the  other  proprietors  of  theatres,  in  j66o, 
1661,  and  1662.  Killigrew,  who  probably 
had  caft  his  eye  on  the  fame  office,  entere4 
into  an  agreement  of  amity  for  life  with  Sir 
Henry  i  promifed  payment  of  damages  for  the 
paft ;  and  fubmiffion  to  fcenic  authority  for 
the  future  : — Sir  Henry  engaging,  to  fupport 
Killigrew,    if  neceffity  fhould  require  affift- 

f^  for  he  fhould  find  comfort  in  it,  aptly  fuiting  to  bis  pi;^- 
^<  fent  condition.  Accordingly  M^  Herbert  acquainted  the 
.<<  King  therewith,  who  thanked  Sir  Harry,  and  comoiended 
V  him  for  his  excellent  parts,  being  a  good  fcholar,  foldier, 
«  and  accomplilhed  courtier ;  and  for  his  many  years  faith- 
^  ful  fervLce  much  valued  by  the  King,  who  prefently  turned 
^  to  that  chapter,  and  read  it  with  much  iatisfadion." 

ance. 
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ance  {6).  The  other  theatrical  managers  were 
more  litigious ;  becaufe  they  h;id  lefs  to  hope, 
and  more  to  fear,  than  Killigrcw.  The  liti^ 
gants  might  have  all  exclaimed  with  Coa- 
ftance  :  *^  When  law  can  do  no  right,  let  it 
**  be  lawful,  that  law  bar  no  wrong."  The 
truth  is,  that  on  the  one  fide,  there  was  a  pa* 
tent,  under  the  great  fcal,  with  ancient  cufT 
torn,  and  a  fenfe  of  injury;"— -on  the  other  fide, 
there  was  a  licenfe,  under  the  privy  fignct, 
with  new  modes  of  thinking,  fenfibility  of 
oppreffion,  and  feelings  of  want.-r- While  the 
ancient  authority  of  the  ruler  of  the  Revels 
WiS  thus  fhakeij  to  its  bafe,  he  was  neither 
fupported  by  the  King,  who  had  many  claim- 
ants to  gratify;  nor  countenanced  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  the  Earl  of  Manchefter,  who 
was  no  friend  to  pailimes,  and  p^ol^ably 
'  looked  ^t  the  office  -yvith  envy  (r). 

(i)  See  the  agreement,  which  is  curious,  in  Mai.  ShaL 
vol.  i.  part  ii,  p.  262. 

(r)  The  Matter  of  the  Revels  was  obliged  to  rdimjuifli 
his  claims,  in  confequence  of  thofe  litigations,  fays  Mr.  Ma- 
lone,  and  his  ofHce  ceafed  to  be  attended  with  either  autho- 
rity or  profit.  [Shak.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  258.]  This  pofition 
is  too  broad :  His  authority  was  certainly  fhaken,  vnthout 
overthrow ;  and  his  profits  were  leffened,  without  being  ah- 
folutely  loil. 

Sir 


I 
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Sir  Henry  Herbert  was  now  well  ftrlcken 
in  years ;  he  was  mortified  by  difcountenance^ 
and  irritated  by  oppofition.  He  retired,  ac- 
cordingly, to  his  independent  feat  at  Ribbef- 
ford,  leaving  a  deputy,  no  doubt,  to  excrcife 
a  difputed  authority,  and  to  receive  litigated 
fees.  He  here  enjoyed  a  refpe(3:ed  old  age, 
during  the  happiefl  period  of  his  life.  And, 
he  died  on  the  27th  of  April  1673 ;  leaving 
to  his  fon  conliderable  pofTeflions,  and  to  two 
daughters  handfome  (^)  fortunes  ;   including, 

(d)  His  will  is  dated  on  the  ift  of  Jaiiry  167!;  a  codicil 
was  added  on  the  9th  of  April ;  and  both  were  proved,  in  the 
prerogative-court,  on  the  15th  of  May,  by  Henry  Herbert, 
Sir  Francis  Lawley,  and  William  Harbord  his  executors. 
Sir  Henry  Herbert  married,  for  his  fecond  wife,  Elizabeth, 
a  daughter  of  Sir  Robert Offley  of  High  Arcol.  His  foil 
Henry  was  created  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbery,  by  a  patent 
dated  the  28th  April  1694  j  the  elder  branch  havuig  failed  in 
1691  :  This  peerage  became^  again  extinft,  on  the  death 
of  Sir  Henry's  fon,  Henry,  without  iflue  in  1738.  The 
manor  of  Ribbesford,  thereupon,  pafled  to  Henry  Morley, 
a  defcendant  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  who  took  the  name 
and  arms  of  Herbert.  In  confequence  of  all  thofe  family 
failures,  there  remained  at  Ribbesford  nothing  of  the  Her- 
bert's hut  the  Old  Cheji^  which  contained  the  life  of  the  &-. 
mous  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbery,  that  was  publilhcd  by  the 
Earl  of  Orford;  and  the  ofSce-book  of  Sir  Henry;  con- 
taining many  fcenic  particulars,  that  were  given  to  the 
world  by  Mr.  Malone  \  being  enabled  to  gratify  curiodty,  by 
the  liberal  communication  of  Mr.  Francis  Ingram  of  Ribl* 
besford. 

by 
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by  fpccial  bcqueft,  the  debts,  due  to  him  from 
Charles  ift,  and  Charles  2d  ;  which  were 
paid,  during  the  reign  of  Anne. 

The  office  of  the  Revels  was  immediately 
filled  by  Thomas  Killigrcw,  one  of  the  gropms 
of  the  King*s  bedchamber ;  by  means,  pro- 
bably, of  a  reverfionary  patent.  The  new 
Mafter  of  the  Revels  was  the  fon  of  Sir 
Robert  Killigrew^  chamberlain  to  the  Queen ; 
and  was  born  at  the  manor  of  Han  worth,  in 
February  1 6 1  k  Of  Thomas  Killigre  w.  Wood 
delights  to  tell,  tliat  i^  was  not  educated  at  any 
uniroerjity.  He  was  appointed  page  of  honour 
to  Charles  i  ft  1  to  whom,  in  his  various 
fortunes,  he  faithfully  adhered.  Attending 
Charles  2d  in  his  exile,  he  contributed,  by 
bis  convivial  humour,  to  alleviate  the  pref- 
fures  of  penury.  In  this  (ituation,  he  cuki- 
vated  dramatic  poetry,  though  without  much 
fuccefs,  whatever  were  his  diligence.  In  1651, 
Kiliigrew  was  fent  to  Venice,  as  relidcnt  am- 
baflador ;  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  graver 
fervants  of  Charles  2d,  fays  Clarendon.  As  a 
negotiator,  he  did  neither  honour  to  his  mafter, 
nor  credit  to  himfclf.  His  return  was  cele- 
brated by  Denham,  in  the  following  airy 
verfes  j  v/hich  are  at  once  chara(5leriftic  of 
the  writer,   and  of  the  fuHjeft  : — 

*  a  Our 


or  tkBktvBLS.]  for  tU^ELttVtk&.  jj; 

**  Our  refidcnt  Tom 

"  From  Venice  is  coine, 
*<  And  has  left  all  the  ftatefman  behind  him; 

«  Talks  at  the  fame  pitch, 

"  Is  as  wife,  is  as  rich, 
"  And  juft  where  you  left  him,  you  find  him# 

'^  But,  who  &ys  be*s  not 

*^  A  nnan  of  much  plot, 
"  May  repent  of  this  falfe  accufation ; 

<^  Having  plotted^  and  penned, 

<^  Six  plays  to  attend 
«  On  the  Farce  of  his  Negotiation  {e)" 
Killigrcw  returned  to  England  at  the  Rejla^ 
ration ;  when  his  conviviality  was  at  length 
lieightened  by  enjoyment,  and  his  profpeds 
.were  brightened  by  hope.  He  was  loon  ap- 
pointed Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  Charles 
2d ;  and,  continuing  in  high  favour  with  the 
King,  he  is  faid  to  have  had  accefs,  which 
his  office  doubtlefs  gave  him,  at  times  when 
peers  were  denied.  While  Wood  commemo* 
rates  his  many  generous  afts  to  the  fufFering 
Cavaliers,  he  fourly  renurks,  that  Killigrew 
was  the  King's  Jejier.  During  that  joyous 
feafon,  paftimes  were  revived,  with  double 
relifli.     A  patent,  under  the  King's  privy  fig- 

{e)  The  Biog.  Dram,  gives  the  titles  of  fiveu  dramas, 
which  were  written  by  Thomas  Killigrew,  in  his  exile ;  one 
of  them  was  probably  compofed  after  the  Farce  of  his  Ney 
g&UatiQn, 

net. 
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net,  was  granted,  on  the  nth  of  Auguft  i66o# 
to  Thonias  Killigrew,  and  Sir  William  D'Avc- 
nant;  empowering  them  to  erecSt  new  play- 
houfes,  and  to  embody  two  companies,  with 
the  fole  right  of  regulation,  and  the  cx- 
clufive  privilege  of  adling.  Under  this  (/^ 
patent,  oppofed  as  it  was  by  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert, two  Companies  of  a6tors  were  immedi-* 
ately  formed :  KiUigrew's  was  called  TA^ 
King's  Company;  D'Avenant's,  tie  Duke  of 
Tork^s  Company.  Killigrew  appointed  Ma- 
bun.  Hart,  and  Lacy,  the  fuperintendants  of 
the  King's  company;  which,  removing  from 
the  Red-bull  to  Vere-ftrcet,  where  they  began 
to  ad,  on  the  8th  of  November  1 660,  after-* 
wards  fettled  in  Drury-lane,  where  they  open* 
cd  their  theatre,  on  the  8th  of  April  16624 
But,  fuccefs  foon  begat  difcontent.  The  roy* 
al  company  complained  to  the  King,  of  the 
obftrudion  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  and 
of  the  oppreflion  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Thea- 
tre. This  complaint  was  referred  to  the 
]  iOrd  Chamberlain,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  and 
Sir  John  Denham,  who  reported  their  opinion 

(/)  This  grant  is  publlflicd  in  Mai.  Shak.  voh  i.  part'ih 
p.  244.     Stecvens's  Shak.  vol.  ii.  p.  397. 

to 
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to  be,  that  the  complaint  was  groundlefs  (g). 
With  this  judgment,  ia  his  i&vour,  and  tho. 

agrecmw^ 

{g)  Tbe  petition  of  Mobun,  Shatterel)  Hart,  and  -odier 
players,  againft  Sir  Henry  Herbeirt,  and  Thomas  Killigre^ 
tnay  be  feen  in  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  248,  and  in 
Stetvens's  Shak.  1793,  vol.  ii.  p.'402:  Tbe  fubjcined  Re« 
port>  from  a  copy  in  the  paper-office^  in  anfvrcr  to  it^  will 
form z proper fitpplement  to^the petition:'^  - 
«  May  it  pleafeiyour  Majefty: 
«  According^  to  your  MajeftyS  Gommind  Wee  havt 
^  heard  M^  Killigrew  concerning  the  complaints  made 
*^  againft  htm  by  the  (Zcmpanj  in  exetciiing  a  power  beyond 
«  your  Majcft/s  Grauht  [lift  Auguft  1660]  Anji  wd* 
^  find  by  your  Mati«<:  Letters  Patent,  tba«  yottr  Mat><«  hatt 
^  granted  to  him  fii)]  and  abfc^te  power  4o  make^and  oon- 
**  ftitutc  a  Company  of  Aftors  or  Players,  tj?  be  undc*  hi^ 
^  fole  government*  and  authority ;  and  that  he  (haU  givii 

'^  them  refpei^vely  fiich  Allowances  ad  he  ihall  think  fit; 
^  and  that  he  hath  power  to  take  in,aniligeftwhom  heiiuU 
^<  think -meet.  And  wee  So  find  that  he  hath  been  fo  far  firom 
^  abufing  this  power,  that  he  hath  made  very  little  ufe  of  it 
**  hitherto :  Only  in  giving  Letters  of  Attorney  to  Moone 
^  [Mohun]  Hart,  and  Lacy,  to  be  fuperintendants  over  the 
^  reft,  who  by  virtucuof  diat  power  have  taken  in  one  fharc, 
•*  three  quarters  of  which  they  have  enjoyed  thefe  ten  months, 
^  and  impofed  on  the  Company  £,  200  {^  ann.  for  two  hired 

Jf*  men}  fo  that  having  upon  complaint  of  the  reft  of  the 
^  Company  recalled  th^t  Letter  of  Attorney,  and  giv^n  up 
*^  the  three  quarters  of  the  ihare  to  the  Company,  which 
'<  faves  them  the  £.  200  p  ann^  all,  that  he  pretends.  .to>  is 
^  only  the  fhare  of  Bird,  who  is  dead,  by  which  the  Company 

.!^.  .are  gainers^  for  had  the  Letter  of  Attorney  continued,  tbe 

Mm  ^  Company 
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agreement  of  amity  with  Sir  Henry  Herbert, 
in  his  pocket,  Killigrew  found  leifure  to  pub- 
iiih  his  drtunas  in  1664,  vfith  bis  piSiure  ^rt* 
fixed  to  them ;  as  Wood  remarks.  He  now 
faafled  his  tkne  merrily  i  being  pleafcd  him- 
jfelf^and  endeavouring  to  pleafe  {b)  others  j 
lin  Ifae  Mafterfhip  of  the  Revels  was  a&uallj 
transferred  to  hirtj,  by^ifeedcmife  of  SirHehiy 
Herbert.  He  inimediately  announced  his  ac- 
^^iP^on  to .  this  power ;  which  he  was  adivc 

»  G0«|MiytedMt<ttilyioftlheiNr0<it<>rthiti^ 

!^  «Uk    F^  by  hill  power  ^tbey  diat  took  die  other  Ihaie 

f^  would  hJiye  eajqyed  this ;  Tl^  ^reafenableneis  of  their 

.<<  .lexcqrtioiis  is^  chey  have  profited  thefe  twelve  months  faf 

f^.  that  iame  power»  which  now  they  difpute  f  swhidi  if  h^ 

;.^  cam  gtve^  he-.mfiy  certaiBiy  enjoyt    AU  which  power  k 

;^  'pretoid^  les  is  confefled  undqr  their  bands  and  ieals>  aai 

15^ .  Miey  have  jaAed  )»y  it  thefe  ten  months. 

L  .  .  ^'  E- Manchcftefi 

*;  :        "  Lauderdaill. 

sr.v.  ««  Jo.  Denhanu" 

{h )  In  a  document,  whkh  is  prdFervcrd  in  the  ps^er-t>ficc, 
^Tbbferve  the ToUo wing  payments  in  I667^— 

To  die  keeper  of  the  theatre  at  Whitehall   jf  •  30  —  — 
To  the  fame  f6r  keeping  cJeah  that  place, 

p  ann-     -'-     --..--•^      g.^.* 
To  Mr.  Thomas  Killigrew'S  bill  for  phys, 

aSed  before  his  Majefty      -     -     -  560  —  ^ 
'To  Sir  William  D*Avenant  for  plays  aSed 

before  the  King     -     -     -     -     -450  —  — 

to 


fcl?  THi  RfiviBLt.]  /w- /*#  MLiS VERS.  ^3i 

to  enforce,  by  the  moft  eiFeftual  means  (/). 
"^e  union  of  the  two  fiindions,  of  Mafter  of 

(i)  In  the  London  GaMtite,  N«»  /J  8,  from  Tfcuffl^ 
May  ift  to  Monday  May  5th,  {1673]  appeared  tfaefeUawioe 

advertifement  s  — 

"  The  office  of  the  Matter  of  the  Revels,  void  by  the 
<*  death  of  Sir  Henry  lierbert,  who  deceafed  on  the  27th  of 
v^«  April  laft)  is  now  ^oyed*  by  Thomas  Oitgrew,  E*f. 

t«  oAeoftheG«'OOftt^r0rhiis;MV^y'^be'<^i)^^>^^l^ 
"  lodgings  in  Whitehall,  any  PcrfQn,o/  Perfons,  may  be  ioh 
*'  formed,  where  thofe  who  nad  any  licenfes  from  the  faid  Sir 
**  Henry,  or  are  other  wife  concerned  itt  ^fe  (aid  Ofltee  df 
«  Mafter  of  the  Revt^ts^  may  ihakii  ttidir.  jk|ip£datioRS  (bt  res* 
<<  newing  of  formec^pr  t^ii^  but  of«ew;li^pi4c9i  or  wh^t 
^<  elfe  relates  unto  the  €nd  office/'-r-Tbis  advertifanent 
waf  repeated  in  the  Gazette  K**  780.— And  in  N®  7821  there 
was  the  following  advertifement,  which  w^  repeatetd  in  the 
Gazette  N«  785. — ^^  That  all  Juftices  of  the  Peace  and  others 
^* '  his  Majcfty*s  Officers,  whom  irmay  oomjcm,  do  take  care 
*<  that  all  perfons,  that  prefent  publickly  any  playes,  (howes^ 
^  or  operations,  upon  any  tlage  ^.  may  produce  their  lU 
(*  cenfe)  under  the  handandy^<7/jOfThomseKiUig7-ew,Efqr. 
w  now  Matter  of  the  Revels  j  and  in  cafe  they  want  fudi  If^ 
«  cenfes,  that  ihey  be  lay'd  hold  on,  and  1t^  Iktd  M^  Killigrew 
«  certified  of  the  fame."— Theyiff/,  or  father  the/i»;?i^ofKil- 
ligfiSw^asMafterofthe  Revels,  has  come  down  to  the  prefent 
time.  The  waodtn  hkck^  which  formed  this^Aw^has  been  re- 
trieved by  the  aftive  difcemment  of  Mr.  D6ace,  who  kindly 
permitted  me  to  have  a  new  ftamp  nnule  for  a  r  Aii-^HUcs 
to  ^19  Apblogys  thinking  the  impreffion  might  gratify  thb 
lovers  of  the  dtana.  The  double  aagle  diiplayed,  atid  thb 
Iron,  ^e  the  anti^  and  oi«ft  0f  the  Killigrew^.  The  legenfl 
is  copied  from  the  formal  worcb  of  the  ancieitt'^dDamiiiffidiii 
;othe  Mailers  of  the  Revels.  See  Carew's  Cornwall.  Ed. 
1769,>  ISO. 

Mm  2  tho 
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tbc  Revclsi  and  Manager  of  a  Theatre,  gave 
Killigrew  a  pretence  to  do  mlfchief>  without 
any  incitement  to  do  good.  He  lived  to  fee 
fhe  two  companies  united^  in  1682;  after 
vVarious  accidents^  from  the  plague,  and  fire, 
and  feveral  revolutions,  from  the  changes  of 
fafliionj,  Thomas  Killigrew,  died  in  March 
.i68t;  iuid'  was  buried,  by  his  dying  requeft, 
in  the  vault  under *Weftminfter-abbeyj  near 
liis  beloved  wife,  and  his  fifter.  Lady  Shan- 
^on,^(i).  Dunham  has  left  a  couplet,  which 
.acutely  difcrifninates  the  faculties  of  two  o£ 
the  witticft  men  of  that  age  :— 

«  Had  Cowley  ne^erfpoiey  Killigrtttr  nc*er  wrtt^ 
<*  ComWnM  in  one,  they'd  made  a  roatchlefs  wit." 
After  a  while,  the  fceptre  of  the  Revels 
was  delivered  into  the  hand  of  Charles  KiUi* 


(i)  His  will  i&  dated  on  the  ijdi  of  March,  and 
proved  in  the  prerogative-court,  on  the  19th  of  the  iame 
.month,  by  bis  fop,  IJeny,  his  executor,  and  reflduary  legai* 
<|ee.  He  left  fome  houfes  in  Scotland-yard ;  and  he  fpeaks 
joi  2l  penfion  from  the  King,  which  may  poffibly  have  beea 
^aii  extra-falary,  as  Mafter  of  the  Revels.  He  is  (aid»  by  the 
biographers,  to  have  had  two  wives ;  but  be  fpeaks  in  his 
•will  of  only  one  beloved  wife*  In  the  will,  there  is  ao jeft. 
Tboans  Killigrew  was  uncle  to  Henry  Bennett  the  iirft  Eaii 
of  Arlington,  who  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  St.  Albansi  as  l^qrd 
Chamberlain,  on  the  xith  of  September  1674.  The  coa- 
.  viviality  of  the  one,  and  the  power  of  the  odier,  xsacf  have 
promoted  each  other's  views^ 

grew* 
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grew.     He  was  born,  in  1650  j  but  of  what ' 
parentage,  I  could  not  learn,  in  the  college  of - 
heralds.     He  was  early  in  life  appointed  Gen- 
tleman Uflicr  to  Queen  Catherine,  while  Sir  • 
William  Killigrew,  the  elder  brother  of  the 
former  Matter  of  the  Revels,  was  Vice-cham- 
berlain to  the  lame  Queen.    This  coincidence 
of  appointment  and  name  fhows  a  proximity- 
of  blood,  and  famenefs  of  intereft.     The  un- 
fuccefsfol  complaint  of  the  King^s  company, 
againft   J'bomas  Killigrew,   probably  induced' 
him  to  place  Charles  Killigrew.  at  the  head  of 
his  difcontented  troop,  as  their  fuperintend- 
ant.     Charles  Killigrew  appeared,  as  the  chief 
of  that  company,  when  they  complained  of 
Dryden  about  the  year  1 678,  for  his  breach 
of  (/)  contraft,  in  furnifhing  his  goods.  Charles 
KiUigi'ew  was,  afterwards,  appointed  Comp- 
troller of  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
Receiver  General  of  the  Cuftoms.     He  feems 
to  have  been  too  prudent  a  man  to  diftinguifli 
himfelf,  like  the  other  Killigrews,  either  as  a 
writer,  or  a  wit.     But,  he  diligently  attended 
to  the  difcharge  of  his  feveral  tnifts,  and  the 
accumulation   of  confidcrable   wealth.      Hcf 

(/)  Steevens's  Sbalc*  voL.il  p.aS6.  r 

M  m  3  died 
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dicdj^in  January  X725,  wbca  he  had  advanced , 

to  fcveutyTfive  {m)  yeafs  of  age. 

.  A6^ng  as  ](luler  of  the  Revels,  during  five 

reigns,  h9  Uxe4 .  to   fee  vanQus  changes  of 

pumycolow^d  life.      He  probably  cicercifed 

fuch  power  enly,  £rom  16,83  to  1689,  as  had 

been  left  hi^n  by  his  predeceifor.     But,  the 

Bjevolvution  gave  a  new  cail  to  the  (everai 

parts  of  our  government;  in  the  (;hurch ;  in  the 

ftate  I  and  in  our  pailimes.    While  the  power 

of  the  King  was  fpftencd  into  influence,  the 

a^thority  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  remained, 

without  reftjifiion,  over  the  theatre  ^  opening, 

f^nd  putting,   playhoufes;    imprifoning,  and 

liberating,  players  j  correcting,  and  reje^ng, 

plays:    The  fcenic  world  looked  up  to  the 

J^ord  Chamberlain,  as  the  fun  of  their  fyftem. 

In  their  heavens^  the  Maft?r  of  the   Revels 

twinkled,  only,  as  a  ftar  of  the  lower  order. 

yet,  this  ftar  pontinued  ftill  to  have  its  influx 

(ib)  Charles  Killigrcw,  who  refided  in  Sotnerfct-houfc, 
made  his  will  on  the  30th  of  May  1723  j  which  was  proved 
in  the  prerogative-pftce  on  the  4th  of  January  l^^'  by  his 
ion  GutUbrd,  his  eacecutor.  His  wife  Jemitua,  and  his  other 
ipp»  Charles^  fui;vived  him.  Among  fereral  manors,  his 
refident  manfiop  was  Thornham- hall  in  Suffolk;  he  had 
large  fums  in  the  public  ftocks :  And  he  had  an  intereft  in 
the  patent  o£  ^  theapre*royal,  in  Driuy-lane ;  as  appears 
|>y  his  willf 

ence 
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eace  ia  tbe  oevola&oiis  of  tbe  di^ma.  Thft4i4 
of  the  Miift^r  of  the  Revels  cqi|trib«ted  gceatly 
to  the  celelNFated  con^ueft^  wluch  Coli^iea 
^ined  over  the  immorality^  a&d  prafmenefs^  of 
the  ftage^  at  the  cooeli^o  of  King  William's 
reign^  Evea  mod^  Gibber  acknowledQ:^,  t^a^ 
'^  the  MaAer  of  the  Revek,  who  then  licen/cd 
all  flay  $  for  the  Jlag^^  aiiifted  this  refidona^ 
^  tion,  with  a  more  zealous  ieverity  thai^ 
<^  ever  {n).  This  utility  of  the  ofSce  ceaied^ 
'however^  on  the  acceffion  of  George  ifti 
when  a  new  patent^  which  W4«  made  out  with 
as  liule  caution^  as  any  preceding  grant  of  the 
fimekind,  was  conferred  on  Sir  Richard  Steeh 
CoUey  Gibber,  and  their  aiSbciates ;  for  a6> 
ing  playsy  without  {ubouttiqg  the»  to  the  li« 

{n)  Apology  225 ;  ^  He  would  ftrike  put,*'  continues 
Cibberi  <<  whole  fcenes  of  a  vicious»  or  immoral  charaAcft 
^  though  it  were  vifibly  (bown  to  be  reformed,  or  piinifli* 
«>  ed ;  a  fevere  inftaoce  of  this  kind  fidling  upon  myielf 
"  may  be  an  excufe  for  my  relating  it;  When  Richard  tin 
^  third  (as  I  altered  it  from  Shalc(peare)  came  from  his 
«  hands  to  the  ftage  [1700]  he  expunged  the  whole  firft 
«  aft,  without  fparing  a  line  of  it.  He  had  an  obje^on  to 
^  the  whole  adt,  and  the  reafon  he  gave  for  it  was,  tfiat  the 
*«  diftr^ffes  of  King  ffmry  the  ftxtb^  who  is  killed  by 
«  Richard^  in  the  firft  ^(3,  would  py^t  weak  people  too 
•*  much  in  mind  of  KXng^James  then  living  in  France;  a 
^  notable  proof  of  his  zeal  for  the  gov^nment !"— WeH 
might  Pope  cry  out,  modefl  Gibber! 

M  m  4  '  ccnfc. 
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tehfe;  or  rcvifi^n,  of  any  officer.  Charks  Kil- 
KgirWt  as  Mafter  of  the  Revels^  demanded  his 
ftc  off  forty  fillings,  on  prcfcnting  every  new 
pl^y.  Witti  a£&ded  independence  of  his 
authority^  they  refufed  his  demand,  and  de* 
irned  fubmifiion  to  his  power.  The  patentees 
fitit  Colky  Cibber,  as  envoy-extraordinary, 
to  negotiate  an  an^icable  fettlement  with  the 
66vereijg;n  of  the  Revels.  It  is  amufing  to 
hear>  how  this  flippant  negotiator  explained 
hts  own  pretenfions,  and  attempted  to  invali- 
date the  right  of  his  opponent  $  as  if  a  fub- 
fequent  charter,  under  the  great  feal,  could 
fuperfede  a  preceding  grant  under, the  fame 
authority.  Charles  Killigrew,  who  was  now 
fixty-five  years  of  age,  feems  to  have  bcea 
opprefled  by  the  infolent  civility  of  Colley 
Cibber.  "  And  from  that  time/*  fays  the 
apologift  for  his  own  life,  '*  neither  our  plays 
"  or  [nor]  his  fees,  gave  either  of  us  any  fur* 
"  ther  trouble  (^)/' 

The  unfortunate  iiTuc  of  this  negotiation 
djd  not,  it  ihould  fecm,  make  the  office  of 
Mafter  of  the  Revels  lefs  defi cable,  though  it 
was  certainly  lefs  profitable,  and  important. 
On  the  25th  of  June  1725,  Charles  Henry 
Jjce  was  placed  on  the  difputed  throne  (/>)• 

(^)  Apology,  p, ^227-8.         (p)  Hift.  Regifter. 

During 
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During  his  reign  of  nineteen  years^  the  new 
ruler  exercifcd  fuch  authority,  as  was  not  op- 
pofed,  and  received  fuch  fees,  as  were  willingly 
paid.  And,  in  January  1744,  he  died,  as  ob« 
fcurcly,  as  he  had  (g)  lived  ;  leaving  a  minor 
widow,  without  children. 

It  was  during  his  feeble  government,  that 
an  event  occurred,  which  formed  a  new  epoch 
in  dramatic  ftory.  Then  it  was,  that  the  aft 
for  Hcenfing  the  ft  age  was  paffed  (r).  The 
origin  of  this  falutary  mcafure  has  been  traced 
up  to  v^ious  fources : — ^To  the  afting  of  Taf* 
quin  at  the  Haymarket- theatre,  without  a  li- 
ccnfe,  by  Henry  Fielding ;  in  oppofition  to 
feuftom,  and  in  defiance  of  power  {s) :  To  a 
Farce,  called  the  Golden  Rump  ;  which,  having 
been  brought  to  GifFord,  the  mafter  of  the 

(f )  I  have  not  feen  his  death  mentioned  in  the  printed 
regid^rs.  But,  on  the  24th  of  January  1744,  adminiftration 
was  granted  of  the  efFedh  of  Charks  Henry  Lee  to  Eliza- 
beth D'Aranda,  widow,  the  mother,  and  curacrix,  affigned 
to  Martha  Lee,  the  widow  of  the  deceafed,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
minor-widow.  [Minute-book  in  the  prerogative-office.] 

(r)  10  Geo.  2-  ch.  28,  which  took  place  on  the  24th  of  June 
1737.  This  2&  was  extended  to  houfesand  gardens  of  en- 
tertainment, which,  in  future  were  not  to  be  kept  without  a 
Jicenfc.  [25  Geo*  %.  ch,  36.  §  2.] 

(j)  Gibber's  Apology,  231 :    Biog.  Dram.  Introd.  xli,. 

theatre 
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ikatrc  in  I^i^oln's-iiui-fi^ldSt  was  by  hmi 
carried  tp  thp  proper  niagiftratc  -,  thinkiog  it 
a.  (/)  libdy  or  a  trap.  Thcfe  occurrences  wer« 
probably  the  ofteniible»  rather  than  the  teal, 
cauiiesj^  which  produced  that  parlianientary  re- 
gulation. The  fadt  is,  t;bat  Sir  John  Barnard^ 
on  the  5th  of  A^eh  1734-5,  moved  the 
Houie  of  Commons,  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
bUl,  £Qr  reftraining  the  number  of  playhouies^ 
vA  for  regulating  common  players.  As  he 
was  fypported  by  all  parties,  his  motion  palled 
wanimoufly.  But,  the  bill  was  no  fooner  in-» 
trgduccd,  than  it  was  relinquiihed  ;  ^  when  a 
*'  claufe  was  propofed  for  enlarging  the  power 
''  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain^  with  regard  to 
**  licenfmg  plays  («)/'  The  Lord  Chamber^ 
Iain's  power  bad  been  long  exerted,  with  ca- 
pricious  irregularity;  his  real  authority  had 
Ib^en  felt ;   but  when  that  power  drew  oi\  it 

(f)  Timberland's  Debates,  '742*  voLv.  p.  2ii :  Anj 
fee  the  ardcle  of  Tht  GMn  Run^^  in  the  Biog.  Dram. 
voL  ii. 

[u)  Chandler's  Debates,  vol.  ix.  p«93-4:  It  was  iaid, 
in  the  Houie  of  Commons,  on  that  occafion,  diat  there  were 
thpi  no  fewer  than  fix  playhoufcs ;  ^  The  opera-houfey  the 
^  French  playhoufe  in  the  Haymarket,  and  the  theatres  in 
**  Covcnt- garden,  Drury-lanc,  Lincoln's-inn^fields^  and 
"  Goodman' s-fietds ;  and  that  thefe  were  double  the  num* 
**  ber,  which,  tt  the  (aine  time>.exiftcd  in  Paris," 

the 
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the  eye  of  jea}oyfy>  it  was  found  to  be  unequal 
to  tbe  ufeful  purpoiib  of  icenic  fuperintend* 
ance :  And,  the  imprudence  of  foraier  grants 
to  ^ifatrical  manngers  was.  probablyj  now 
recollected  with  oiScial  regret. 

0\¥ing'to  aU  tboTe  caiifes^  tbe  hill  for  Ucenf^ 
ing  the  Jhge^  though  under  a  di^rent  namca 
was,  on  the  2rift  June  iJ27%  haftily  pailed^ 
^ter  various  debates,  which  difclo^^d  little  iq* 
formation  about  the  hiftory  of  the  theatre: 
It  was  argued,  without  contradidtion^  that  a 
power  was  to  be  given  by  it  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  which  he  had  never  exercifed^ 
during  the  exiftence  of  his  dramatic  govern- 
Qient,  from  the  firft  regulations  of  Elizabeth^ 
to  the  introduiftion  of  this  ncccflary  law* 
The  fpeech,  which  Lord  Chefterfield  made 
agaiofl;  that  unpopular,  but  uieful,  meafure^ 
has  been,iingly,  ptit  by  Time  into  his  wallet^  Ar 
alms  for  oblivion.  During  thofe  debates,  it  was 
forgotten,  that  a  period  never  exifted,  when 
the  ftage  was  not  fubjcft  to  fuperintendance ; 
when  players  were  not  licenfed ;  when  plays 
were  not  reviewe4  aud  correded,  allowed  or 
rejeAcd,  The  wife  regulations  of  EUzabeth, 
for  allowing  the  ufe,  but  correding  the  abufe, 
,  pf  the  ftage,  were  equally  forgotten ;  though 
ihe  bad  beei)  advif$d.  by  Walfingham>  ^nd  ai^ 

fitted 
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fifted  by  Burghlcy.  The  fads,  which  I  have 
detailed  through  every  reign,  evince,  with 
fufficicrit  conviftion,  that  this  aft  of  parlia-* 
ment  merely  reftored  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain the  ancient  authority,  which  he  poiTefled, 
before  the  appointment  of  the  Mafter  of  the 
Revels ;  armed  him  with  legal  power,  in  the 
place  of  cuftomary  privilege  ;  and  enabled  him 
to  execute,  by  warrantable  means,  the  ufeful, 
but  invidious  trufts,  which  experience  had 
long  required,  and  policy  at  length  conferred. 
Nor,  was  this  the  firft  time,  that  the  parlia* 
ment  exercifed  its  legiflative  authority  over 
the  ftage,  from  its  infancy  under  Henry  8th, 
to  its  manhood  under  George  2nd  {v).  This 
licenfing  aft,  however,  neither  noticed,  nor 
alluded  to  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  any  more 
than  if  he  had  not  exifted.  Having  neither 
licenfed  players,  from  the  days  of  Sir  Henry 

(v)  In  I54p  the  34-5  Hen.  8.  ch.  i.  was  paffed  for 
*'  purging  the  kingdom  of  all  religious  plays,  interludes, 
«  rhymes,  ballads,  and  fongs,  which  were  fefiiferom  to  the 
**  common-weal :" — The  39  Eliz.  ch.  4.  which  was  ex- 
plained by  I  Ja.  I .  ch.  7.  and  7  Ja.  i.  ch.  4,  gave  a  very  ex- 
Cenfive  jurifdi6Hon  over  players.— The  3  Ja.  i.  ch.  21.  im- 
pofed  a  penalty  on  any  perfon,  pro&nely  ufing  the  n^pie 
of  God  in  a  play.-^The  1  Cha.  i.  ch.  21.  prohibited  plays 
on  the  Lord's  day.— And  the  long-parliament  fupprefled 
pk^boufes  and  players,  [Scobdl,  1647— -97— 106— io9w} 

Herbert^ 
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Herbert,  nor  rcviewbd  plays,  fubfequent  to 
Collcy  Gibber's  polite  akercation  with  Charles 
JCilligrew,  the  Mafter  of  the  Revels  feems, 
like  more  mighty  potentates,  to  have  been  grated 
to  dujiy  nothing.      .  . 

At  this  epoch,  Charles,  Duke  of  Grafton, 
was  Lord  Chamberlain.  A  new  arrangement 
now  became  neccflary,  for  executing  his  re- 
novated power  :  And,  William  Chetwynd, 
who  had  been  envoy  at  Genoa,  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  was,  in  April  1738, 
fworn  in  Licenfer  of  the  Stage,  with  a  falary  of 
four  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  while  Thomas 
Odell,  a  perfon,  who  is  better  known  in 
theatrical  annals,  was  named  his  deputy ;  witn 
a  yearly  allowance^of  two  hundred  pounds  (w). 
Yet,  in  April  1744,  Solomon  DayroUe  was 
appointed  Mafter  of  the  Revels,  in  the  room 
of  the  deceafed  Charles  Lee,  though  nothing 
feemed  now  to  remain,  either  of  power,  or  of 
profit,  but  the  ancient  fee  of  ^.  10,  which  had 
been  ufually  paid  at  the  Exchequer,  and  a 
lodging.  As  this  office  was  no  longer  recorded 
in  the  red-book,  nor  looked  at  in  St.  Ste« 
phen's  chapel,  with  envious  eyes,  it  feems  to 

{w)  In  the  Blog.  Dramatica,  there  is  a  good  accomit  .of, 
OdeU^  who  held  this  invidious  office^  till  hi$  deatb>  in  Mif 

1749-  .:^ 

have 
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faavb  dcaped  notice^  at  the  great  epoch  of  the 
&pprcflion  6f  offices  (j^)»  The  Mafter  of  the 
Revels^  however,  when  he  looked  up  from  hil 
ftate  of  degradation  to  the  pre-eminence  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  might  have  repeated  what 
was  faid  by  the  tribune,  Brutus^  when  tb^ 
ikqr'd  Jigbts  wefe  Jpe&acled  to  fee  Coriolanus 
enter  Rome : — 

««  Then,  our  office  may, 

"  During  his  power,  go  fleep.**  , 

Such  was  the  early  origin,  the  irregular 
progrefe>  and  the  obfcure  demife  of  the  Maf-* 
ter  of  the  Revels  \  And^  this  theatrical  de- 
dudion,  the  believers. be;g  leave  to  fubmit  to 
the  confiderate  eyes  of  this  court,  as  a  fupple*^ 
mental  apology,  for  their  imputed  ignorance 
of  the  hiftory  of  the  ftage.  Yet,  fuch  is  the 
aftivity  of  the  public  accufer's  pleafure>  or 
revenge,  that  he  npt  only  profecutes  them,  iu 
Ills  waking  hours,  but,  when  he  dreams,  his 
wail^*d  wrath  infills,  "  that  each  of  thefc 
"  credulous  partisans  of  folly  and  .  impofture 
y  fhould  remain — Sacred  to  ridicule  his  whole 
^*  Ufe  long  (^)."    Though  dreams  are  the  ^hU-^ 

'  (*)  In  1782)  by  the  22  Geo.  3.  ch.  82.  Mr.  Dayrdlle, 
whoftill  retained  his  ftation,  died  in  1786,  and  was  fucceeded 
in  bis  degraded  jofice  by  John  Charles  Crawie,  ivfio  did  noc 
^reby  eHjoy  either  the  gratificationof  povferj  ix  thebctic^ 
fits  of  profit. 
:       .  (y)  Inquiry,  pp.  355—366- 

dren 
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drencf  midlebram^  ytt,  Jbr  tUsMce,  I -wSl 
ii  fpmr^d  by  his  fijudaii)  of  a  dteam :  And^ 
acC^rdiagly^  tvith  the  l€l^e  of  this  coort,..! 
will  Aiperadd»  <vliat  is  4iot  unprecedented  i& 
hk  own  praAice,  ^  Appindix  x6  this  iSi^i^ 
plemental  Apslagy  /— 

c<     ■     ■    For»  pleafujv,  and  revenge,. 

^  Have  ears  oiofe  deaf,  than  adders,  to  the  voice 

"  Of  any  true  dicijion** 

—  §XL 

Of  the  studies  of  SHAKSf^EAfefr. 

Oa  openkig  Mr.  Malcme's  dfte^i  t^  dfcer^. 
tain  the  order^  in  HX)hicb  the  plays  ^Shakjpeape 
-were  written,  Xve  may  obfervc  the  Iiiquiref*s 
km^ntation  that,  "  after  rhe  moft  diligent  in- 
"  quiries  irery  few  particulars  hive  been  re- 
^  covered  bf  Sh&fefpeare's  private  life,  or  lite*. 
*•  fary  hiftory/'  Afaiidft  this  penury  of  inw 
formation,  and  regret  of  ciiticifm>  every  iaotice, 
which  can  illuftrate  his  Hterary  Uftory,  ought 
to  be  feduloufly  fought  for,  and  attentively 
cbnfidered.  Where  he  ftiididd,  who  inftrufted 
him,  and  what  he  read,  are  iftqAirics,  ^^ 
have  fometimes  been  made,  witlbout  dbtdnihg 
-irery  diftindt  anfwcrs.  Th6  great  cdritfdvti^ 
hitherto  has  been  about  the  learning  of  Shak- 
5  fpeare. 
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^tSLtc,  wkhoat  much  inquicy  about  his  fbUth- 
^gjf  or  his  knowledge.  The  conteft  about  his 
leandng  \s  clorcd  foi:  ever.  Ttie  means^  where* 
by  this  atchievcment  was  performed,  chiefly 
confifted,  in  producing  tranjlations  of  the  va« 
rious  claflics,  to  which  he  alluded  ^  and  in 
reafbning,  that  Shakfpeare  probably  read  fuch 
tranflations^  as  he  might  have  read  them. 
The  fame  means,  and  the  fame  argument,  I 
deiign  to  ufe,  in  the  little^  that  I  have  to  fajr 
about  the  Studies  of  Shakfp&are. 

It  was  ia  the  free-fchooL^  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  that  Shakfpeare  probably  learned  his 
fiiall  Lathi,  and  lefs  Greek.  It  is  of  full  as 
much  importance  to  inveftigatc,  whence  he 
derived  his  knowledge  of  the  Engliih  lan- 
guage, his  exchequer  of' words  I  thcjiyle,  'wbicb 
is  never  to  become  obfolete ;  the  coloquy,  which 
is  above  groffnefs  and  below  refinement^  where 
propriety  refides :  And,  whence  he  formed  that 
poetic  didtion,  which,  among  his  other  ex- 
cellencies, invites  every  reader  to  ftudy  Shak- 
fpeare, as  one  of  the  original  mafters  of  our 
language  [a).  It  ought,  moreover,  to  be  re- 
membered, that,  as  early  as  1598,  Shakfpeare 
was  diftinguiflied,  among  the  poets,  who  had 
mightify  enriched  the  Englijh  tongue ^  and  gor^ 

[a)  Johnfon's  Preface. 

-    geoujly 
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geoujly  invejltd  it  in  rate  ornament s^  and  r^-' 
Jplefident  habiliments  ( F)  -. 

Fruitlefs  it,  probably,  would  be,  to  fearch 
for  "  the  A-B-C-book,"  which  Shakfpeare/ 
ivbile  he  yet  prattPd  poejie,  was  taught  by — 

«  u  the  matron  old, 

"  Who  boafts  unruly  brats  with  birch  to  tame  (c),'* 

When  this  extraordinary  genius  Was  entered 
in  t\iQfree-fchool  of  Stratford,  the  mafter  could 
be  at  no  lofs  for  philological  injiitutes.  The 
grammar,  which  Henry  the  8th  had  diredled. 
to  be  ufed,  generally,  in  fuch  fchools. would, 
no  doubt,  continue  to  be  taught  in  the 
country,  long  after  particular  feminarics  had 

(i)  Wits  Commonwealth,  1598,  pk6l9* 

(tf)  There  was,  indeed,  printed  for  Lant,  in  1547,  The- 
A,B,C,  with  the  iPaternofter,  Ave,  Creede,  and  Ten 
Commandments,  in  Englyflie,  newly  tranflated  and  fet  forth 
at  the  Kinges  moft  gracyous  commaundment :  It  begins* 
with  five  different  alphabets. — \i\  1552,  John  Day  had  a  li- 
cenfe  to  print  the  Catechifm,  which  Edward  the  6th  had 
caufed  to  be  fet  forth, — In  1553^  ^^J  printed  "  A  fhort 
*<  Catechifme,  or  playne  inftru£lion,  conteyning  the  fume  of 
*«  Chriftian  learninge,  fett  foorth  by  the  Kings  Majeftie's 
«  authoritie,  for  all  Scholemaifters  to  teache."  There  was 
prefixed  an  injunSfion  to  all  teachers  of  youthe  to  tezch  this 
cafechiftne  in  their  fchooles. — In  1570,  Day  printed  a  Cote- 
cbrfme^  or  firft  inftruftion  and  learning  of  Chriftian  Re- 
ligion :  Tranflated  out  of  Latin  into  Englilhe,  It  was  de- 
dicated to  the  Archbil^ops  and  Biihops. 

N  n  adopted 
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adopted  \hc  inftitutes  of  their  founders :  As 
Woolfey's  Rudimenta  {d)  Grammatices^  in  his 
fchool  at  Ipfwich  ^  and  Collet's  grammar,  in 
the  feminary  of  his  foundation,  in  St.  PaulV 
churchyard*  There  feems  to  be,  indeed,  po- 
fitive  proof,  that  Lilly  was  the  inftrudtor  of 
Shakfpeare,  in  the  Latin  language,  at  fome 
period  of  his  life  (<?).  So  much  had  the  claffic 
languages  been  cultivated,  from  the  revival  of 
learning  till  the  epoch  of  our  poet'a  birth, 
that  fuch  a  learner  as  Shakfpeare  could  eafily 
gratify  his  curiofity,  ftore  his  memory,  and 
improve  his  intelledl :  Grammars  and  didtio- 
naries  ;  the  artes  of  rhetorick  and  criticifm  ; 
treatifcs  of  logick  and  moral  philofophy ;  had 
all  been  publifhed  by  eminent  matters.  The 
polite  languages  of  the  ncigbouring  contineat 
had  been  familiarized  to  the  ftudents  of  Eng- 
land (j^).  Shakfpeare  had  alfo  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity 

{d)  This  curious  grammar  was  printed  in  153& 

{e)  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  iii.  p.  263 ;  in  which  it  is  ihown,  bj^ 
Johnfon,^  Farmer,  and  Steevens,  thajt  the  poet  had  bgrrowfid 
ium  the  graoiauuriany  and  not  from  Terence.  The  Fkuns 
for  Latim  Spekpig^  printed  by  Berthelet^  in  1538,  p.  35  h» 
ftrengthens  their  fentiment^  by  provbg^  diat  Shak^eans 
had  not  drawn  his  latlnitj  from  this  fountain. 

(/}  I  will  here  fubjoin  fuch  aLtfiiA  Grammrsy  DUH$* 

narw% 
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tufiity  df  acquiring  a(  flight  knowledge  of  the 

Britilh 

nitrie$^  zni  Arfis  of  Rhetanfae^   a$  Shakfpeafe  probabl/ 

might  have  ufed)  either  when  a  boy,  or  a  man : 

1 53^ — Certain  brief  rules  of  the  regiment  or  conilnzfBon 
of  the  eight  partes  of  Speche  in  Englilh  and  Latin. 
It  has  no  author's  name,  but  is  joined  with  apiecd'- 
of  Taverners.    8vo. 

1544— An  Iniroduffion  of  the  eight  partes  of  Speche  and 
the  conftniSion  of  the  fame,  compjled.  and  fet 
forfhe  by  the  Coinmaundement  of  our  moft  gra-- 
cious  Soueraygne  Lorde  the  Kyng.     4to. 

rS$7-^A  (hort  introdufiHon  of  Grammar  generallie  to  be 
ufed.  Compiled  and  fet  forthj  for  the  bringyng 
up  of  all  thofe  tfiat  intend  to  attaine  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Latin  Tongue,— Imprinted  again  in 
1569;— and  again  in  1577. 

1559— Lilly's  Latin  Grammar.— The  2ncf  edition  in  1564, 

1565 — An  Orthographic  contaynynge  the  due  Order  and 
Reafon  how  to  write  or  paint  th' image  of  mannis 
voice  moft  like  to  the  life  or  nature.  Compofed 
By  Jf ohn]  H[art]  Chefter  Heralt. 

1 57 1 — ^The  Scholemafter:  Or  plaine  and  perfite  way  of 
teaching  Children,  to  underftand,  write,  and  fpeak, 
the  Latin  tong.— By  Roger  Afcham ;— The  2nd 
edition  in  1589. 

15  »^-— The  Englifh  Schoolmafler,  fet  forth  by  James  Bellot 
for  teaching  of  Strangers  to  pronounce  Englifli. 

I58f'0— Bullokars  Booke  at  large  for  the  Amendment  of  Or- 
thographie  for  EngUfli  Speech :  wherein  a  moft 
perfe£l  fupply  is  made  for  the  wantcs  and  double 
founde  of  letters  in  the  Olde  Orthographic,  with 
examples  for  the  fame.    Imprinted  again  in  1586. 

l58a-^The  firft  part  of  the  Elemental ie,  which  entreateth 

N  n  2  chiefly 
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Britifh  tongue^  which^  in  that  age,  had  its 

grammars, 

chiefly  of  the  right  writing  of  our  Engllfh  Tongue. 
— By  Richard  Mulcafter. 

1585— The  Latin  Grammar  of  P.  Ramus,  Tranflated  into 
Englifh. 

]£^0.^A  Grammar  with  a  Didlionary,  in  three  languages, 
gathered  out  of  divers  good  Authors,  ytiy  profita- 
ble for  the  ftudious  of  the  Spanid  Tongue.  By 
R.  Percivall. 

iS94-'Grammatica  Anglicanay  prxcipuo  quatenus  a  La- 
tina  DifFert,  ad  Unicam  P.  Rami  methodum  con- 
,  '  , .  cinnata.  Authore  P.  G.— Cantab.  Ex  officinap 
J.Legatt. 

i538_The  Diftionary  of  Syr  Thomas  Elliot  Knyght: 
declaring  Latin  by  Englilh.  In  1545,  Biblio- 
theca  Eliotae,  Latine,  et  Anglice. — l^hc  2nd  cdi- 
dition  enriched  by  Cooper,  in  1552. — Again  by 
Cooper,  in  1559.  The  4th  edit,  in  is6|.  The 
5th  edit,  in  1573. 

1552— Abec^darium  Anglico  Latinum,  pro  tyrunculis,  Ri- 
chardo  Hulocto  excriptore. — Reprinted  and  en- 
larged in  1572,  and  entitled  Huloet's  DiAio- 
IWry&c. 

1558 — The  Short  Dixtionary. 

1559 — A  Little  Dictionary  compiled  by  J.  Withals.—- The 
2nd  edition  imprinted  by  Wykes  in  1568.— 
The  3d  in  1572,  entitled  A  £horte  Didionarie 
moft  profitable  for  yong  beginners,  the  fecond 
tyme  correSed  and  augmented  with  diveHe  Phra- 
fys  and  other  thinges  neceflarie  thereunto  added.— 
By  Lewys  Evans.  It  was  again  reprinted  for 
Evans,  in  1579. 

156a 
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grammars,  and  diaionarics.     It  is,  however, 

moro 

1562 — The  brefc  Dyxcyonary. 

1575— Veron's  Diftionary,  Latin,  and  Englifli.— Again  in 
1584,  entitled  A  Di£lionarIe  in  Latine  and  £n« 
glifh,  heretofore  fct  forth  by  Mafter  John  Veron, 
and  now  newlie  corredted  and  enlarged,  for  the 
utilitie  and  profit  of  all  ypoqg  {(udents  in  the  La- 
tine  toong  as  by  further  fearch  they  (hall  find  :— 
By  R.  W. 

1580— An  Alvearie,  or  Quadruple  Di£tionarie,  containing 
foure  fundrie  tongues :  namclie,  EngHfb,  Latine, 
Greeke,  and  French.  Newlie  enriched  with  va- 
rietie  of  wordes,  phrafes,  proverbs,  and  divers 
lightfome  obfervations  of  Grammar  :  —  By  J. 
Baret. 

I^Sgrr-Rider's  Diftionary,  L^tjne,  and  Englifli. 

1592 — A  Didionary,  Geographical!,  Aftronomicall,  and 
Poeticall  — Imprinted  by  Wolfe. 

1567 — Salefl)ury's  Welfli  Grammar. 

1593 — Grammatica  Britannica  in  ufum  ejus  linguae  ftudici^ 
forum  fuccincla  mediodo  et  perfpicuit^te  fiicili 
confcripta  3  &  nunc  primum  in  lucem  edita  : 
Henrico  Salefburio,  Denbighienfi  Autore, 

1595— Parry's  Wclfli  Grammar. 

I547_A  Dictionary  in  Englifli  and  Welfli,  moche  necef- 
fary  for  all  fuche  Welfliemen,  as  wil  fpcdily  learne 
the  Englyflie  tongue  &c,  whereunto  is  prefix^  a 
little  treatyfe  of  the  Englifli  pronounciation  of 
the  letters  :    By  Wyllyam  Salefl)ury. 

1560— A  Treatyfe  Englifli  and  French  right  neccflarye  auid 

profitable  for  all  young  Children.   ■ 
1560— Principal  Rules  of  the  Italian  Grammar  &c,  Ncwljr 

N  n  3  -     correflcd 


S59  J»  APOLOGY     [Of  THB  SruDiif 

more  than  probable,  that  he  did  not  embrace 

this 

corredcd  and  imprinted  by  Wykcs :— And  again 

in  1567. 
1561— The  Italian  Grammar  and  Diflionary  :     By  W. 

Thomas. 
1578— Lentulo*s  Italian  Grammar,  put  into  EngKni :    By 

W.  Grcntham  : — And  again  in  1587. 
1590— A  Spanifli  Grammar  &c.    By  Thomas  D*Oyley. 
1590— Bibliotheca  Hifpanica,  cotayning  a  Gramar,  with  a 

Didionary  in  three  languages,  gathered  &c.    By 

R.  PercivalK— Reprinted  again  in  1 591. —Again 

in  1592. — And  again  in  1599- 
1593— A  Diffionary,  French,  and  Englifh  :   By  Claudius 

Hollyband. 
1598— A  Worldc  of  Wordes,  Or  moft  copious,  and  exaft 
Didionarie  in  Italian  and  Englifh :  colleded  by 

John  Florio. 

1532— The  Arts  or  Crafe  of  Rhctoryche:— By  Leonard 
Cockes. 

1547— A  Treatife  of  Moral  Philofophy  :— By  W«  Bald- 
weyn.  The  2nd  edit,  imprinted  in  1550; — The 
3d  edit,  in  1560. 

1548— The  Art  of  Memory,  or  The  Phoenix. 

5552— The  rule  of  rtafon  conteining  the  Arte  of  Logique. 
Set  forth  in  Englifli,  and  newely  correfted  by 
Thomas  Wilfon.    Reprinted  in  1 567. 

J 553— The  Art  of  Rhetorique,  for  the  ufe  of  all  fuch  as  arc 
ftudious  of  Eloquence,  fet  forth  in  Englifh,  by 
Thomas  Wilfon :  and  newly  fet  forth  again  in 
1567. — and  Imprinted  by  George  Robinfon  in 
1585. 

I5S5*'A  Treatiic  of  the  Figures  of  Grammv  and  Rbeto- 
6  rikc. 
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this  Opportunity,  even  to  gain  a  knowledge 
of  the  energies  of  the  Britifh  alphabet  {g). 

But,  our  maternal  Engli/h  remained  un- 
formed, and  uncultivated,  wheq  Shakfpeare 
began  to  lijp  in  numbers ;  for  the  numbers 
came :    Yet,  while  he  was   fHll  a  frejh  and 

rike,  profitable  for  a1  that  be  ftudioas  of  £lo* 
quencc,  and  in  efpeciall  for  fuche  as  in  Grammqr 
Scholes  doe  reade  mofte  eloquente  Poetes,  and 
Oratours. 

^563 — A  booke  called  the  Foundation  of  Rhetoricke,  be«- 
caule  all  other  partes  of  Rhetorike  are  grounded 
thereupon,  ^-^i^ry  parte  fet  forth  in  an  Oracion 
upon  queftions,  verie  profitable  to  bee  knoWen 
and  redde :    By  Richard  Rainolde. 

?593 — Arcadian  Rhetorike,  or  The  Precepts  of  Rhetorickc^ 
made  plaine  by  examples  Greeke,  Latyne,  En* 
glifshe,  Italyan,  Frenche,  and  Spaniflie,  By  Abr, 
Fraunce. 

1599 — The  Arte  of  Logick,  plainly  taught  in  the  Eng^ifli 
Tongue :    By  Blundvill. 

(^)  This  will  appear,  by  comparing  Salelbury's  Welfli 
Grammar,  1567,  with  the  language  of  Sir  Hugh  Evanai 
and  Captain  Flluellen  :  Go/  for  God,  goo/  for  good  : 
Now,  the  Englilhmen,  and  Welibmen,  pronounced  the  d 
exa£Uy  in  the  lame  manner :  Pribbles— grabbles,  j>eat  for 
^t :  Now,  the  genius  of  the  WeUh  does  not  admit  of  the 
converting  of  the  h  into  /,  though  it  allows,  in  compofition, 
the  converting  of  the  t  into  h :  Thefe,  then,  were  egregious 
blunders,  which  proceeded  from  compleat  ignorance  of  the 
Welffa  grammar.  The  obje£l,  however,  of  the  dramatift 
was  to  create  laughter  by  blunder,  and  mimickry. 

N  n  4  Jtainlefs 
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fiainkfs  youths  its  genius  was  diligently  exa- 
mined, its  rules  were  more  clearly  afcertaincd, 
and  both  its  deformities,  and  beauties,  were 
elaborately  difplayed.  In  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage, Shakfpeare .  appears  to  have  been  a  di- 
ligent ftudent.  How  much  our  poet  had  ftu- 
died  it,  before  he  came  out  upon  the  ftage, 
appears  from  the  accuracy,  the  elegance,  and 
fplcndour  of  his  didlion,  though  it  be  mellowed 
by  the  Jlealing  hours  of  time.  He  wrote  the 
Jariguage  of  his  country,  as  it  was  then  fpokon, 
and  written,  without  affediing  the  antique,  or 
afpiring  to  terms  italianate  (/')• 

{h)  I  will  fupport  that  fcntinient  by  a  few  examples ; 
Shakfpeare  has  canker' d  Bolingbroke  ;  cankered  country  : 
Lyly's  EuphueSy  581,  p.  7,  fays  that,  Naples  is  a  cankered 
ftorehoufe  of  :ill  ftrife. — Queen  Elizabeth  and  Burleigh,  in 
their  Declaration  of  the  Caufes  for  fupporting  the  Nether- 
lands againft  Spain,  which  was  printed  by  Barker  ia  1585, 
fay :  "  However  malicious  tongues  may  utter  their  cankered 
**  conceits  to  the  contrary."— Shakfpeare  has  the  Couniie 
Paris.  Qi Elizabeth  and  Burleigh  fay,  in  the  fame  Decla- 
ration, "  of  the  chiefeft  of  the  nobilitie  none  was  more  af- 
**  feSed  to  the  religion  than  the  valiant  Countie  of  Egmond." 
Shakfpeare  fays  "  the  play  pleafed  not  the  million ;"  In  the 
council-regiftcrs  of  that  age,  I  have  feen  the  fame  expreffion 
of  the  million  for  the  many.  And,  as  an  authority,  fee  the 
Chauceriana^  which  are  annexed  to  the  Gramtnatica  Angli- 
cana^  1S94j  for  a  choice  colleftion  of  poetical  words,  which 
as  they  are  now  obfoletc,  only  obfcure  the  pages  of  Shak- 
fpeare, which  they  formeriy  illumed, 

Shakfpeare 
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Shakfpcare  was  carried  by  Rowe  from  the 
free-fchool,  "  where  it  is  probable  he  ac- 
•^  quired  what  Latin  he  was  mafter  of;"  and 
was  placed^  at  home^  as  an  afliilant  to  his  fa- 
ther, who  from  his  narrow  circumftances,  and 
increafing  family,  required  the  help  of  fuch 
a  fon  :  Mr.  Malone  places  the  afpiring  poet 
"  in  the  office  of  fome  country  attorney,  or 
**  the  fenefchal  of  fome  ^  manor  court  (/ ) :" 
and,  for  this  violation  of  probability,  he  pro- 
duces many  paffages  from  his  dramas  to  evince 
Shakfpeare's  technical Jkill  in  the  forms  of  law  ; 
although  our  commentator  admits,  "  that  the 
"  comprehenfive  mind  of  our  poet  embraced 
"  almoft  every  objedl  of  nature,  every  art,  the 
"  manners  of  every  defcription  of  men,  and 
**  the  general  language  of  almoft  every  profef- 
**  fion  (k).'*  But,  was  it  not  the  praftice  of 
the  times,  for  other  makers,  like  the  bees, 
tolling  from  every  fiower  the  virtuous  fweets^ 
to  gather  from  the  tbifiles  of  the  law  thefweet^ 
eji  honey  f  Does  not  Spenfer  gather  many  a 
metaphor  from  thefe  'weedsy  that  are  moft  apt 
to  grow  m  fatteji  foil  ?  Has  not  Spenfer  his 
law  terms :  His  capias,  defeafance,  and  durejfe  ; 
his  emparlance 'y  his  enure,  effoyne,  and  ef^' 
cheat ;   his  folkmote,  forejiall,  and  gage ;   his 

(i)  Shak.  voLi.  parti,  p.  104,  (i)  lb.  306-7. 

livery 
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Uvery  and  Jiajin^  wage^  and  ntdifij)^  It  will 
be  faid,  however,  that  whatever  the  learning 
oi  Spenfcr  may  have  gleaned,  the  law-books 
of  that  age  were  imperviotts  to  the  illiteraturc 
of  Shakfpcare.  No  :  fuch  zxt  mtelle<!3:,  when 
employed  on  the  drudgery  of  a  woolftapler, 
who  had  been  bigb-bailiff  of  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  might  have  derived  all  that  was  necef- 
iary  from  a  very  few  books :  From  Totell's 
Prejidents^{m)i  ^j2 ;  from  Pulton's  Statutes^(;7) 
1 578 ;  and  from  the  Lawier's  Logikc,  1588  (0), 
Jt  is  one  of  the  axioms  of  the  Flores  Regir^ 
that,  I'd  anfwere  an  improbable  imagination  is 

(I)  Sec  the  Gloflary  to  Spenfer's  Works,  1788. 

(m)  ^  A  Booke  of  Prefidents  exa£Hy  wrirtcn  in  maner 
*  of  aRcgiftcr,  newly  correfted,  with  additioi^  of  divers 
^  neceflary  Prcfidents,  meete  for  al  fiich,  as  deiirc  to  leame 
^  the  fourme  and  maner  howe  to  make  all  maner  of  evi-> 
•*  dences  and  inftrumcnts.**  The  Prefiienis  were  printed 
both  in  Latin  and  Englift^  wUch  was  the  moft  commodious 
form  for  fuch  afcbolar. 

(«)  An  Abftraft  of  all  the  Penal  Statutes,  which  be  ge- 
neral in  force  and  ufe :  Moreover  the  audhoritie  and  dutie  of 
aB  Jufticcs  of  Peace,  ShcrrifFes,  Coroners,  Maiors,  BaiGjpi^ 
Cuftomcrs,  Comptrollers  of  Cuftome,  Stewardes  of  Leets 
>nd  Liberties,  Aidnegers,  and  Purveyours. 

(#)  TfaeLawier'sLogike,  exen4)lifying  the  prarcepts  of 
Ix>gike  by  the  pradife  of  the  Common  Law  >  by  Abraham 
framKe. 

Neither 
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Neither  the  forms  of  law,  however,  re-, 
prefled  the  genius  of  Shakfpeare^  nor  have 
the  follies  of  criticifm  yet  obfcured  the  fplcn- 
dour  of  his  mufe :  As  he  was  born  a  poet, 
we  may  eafily  prefume,  that  he  began  early 
to  indulge  his  natural  propenjity,  Mr.  Ma- 
lone  has  remarked  what  I  think  is  likely  to 
be  true,  that  the  Jugrd  fonnets  arc  .  among 
the  earlieft  of  our  poet's  labours.  There  is 
a  date  in  the  one  hundred  and  fourth  fonnet, 
which,  when  it  fhall  be  explained  by  other 
dates,  will  lead  to  important  information  about 
his  firft  journey  to  London,  and  his  fubfequent 
career,  as  a  public  writer:-— 

**  To  me,  feir  friend,  you  never  can  be  old: 

*«  For,  as  you  were,  when  firft  your  eye  I  ey'dj 

(<  Such  feems  your  beauty  ftill.     Tbret  winters*  cdd 

*•  Have  from  the  forefts  fliook  three fummers*  pride; 

<<  Three  haoiteous  fprings  to  yellow  autuoin  turn'd; 

**  In  procefs  of  the  feafons  have  I  feen; 

'^  Three  April  perfumes  in  three  hot  Junes  bum'd;  ' 

«*  Since  fr/i  I  faw  you  frcfli,  which  yet  arcTgreen." 

Three  years  elapfed,  then,  from  Shak- 
fpeare's  firft  arrival  at  London,  when  he  firft 
faw  the  fweet  hue  of  Elizabeth^  till  the  wriciog 
of  the  fonnets,  which  were  wrote  to  m-  ofAer 
pafs^  than  of  ber  graces  and  her  gifts  to  telh 
But,  the  poet  himfelf  calls  his  Venus  aod,^ 
Adonis^  which  was  certainly  wxkten  befo» 

April 
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April  1 593,  and  publifhed,  probably,  in  1594^ 
tbefirfi  heir  of  his  invention.  It  was^  however, 
the  Rape  of  Lucrece^  which  firft  gained  hinfi 
pjiblic  celebration,  as  foon  as  it  appeared  7 
And,  it  was  in  Willobie's  Avifa^  that  Shak-- 
fpcare  was  thus  celebrated  in  verfes,  whicli, 
as  they  fcena  to  have  efcaped  the  commenta- 
tors, when  they  were  fearching  for  encomiaf- 
tic  poetry,  are  here,  fubjoined  (/) : 

In  Lauine  Land  tiiough  Liuis  boft. 
There  hath  beene  feehe  a  conftant  dame : 
Though  Rome  lament  that  (he  have  loft 
The  Gareland  of  her  rareft  fame, 

Yet  now  we  fee,  that  there  is  found. 
As  great  a  faith  in  Englifli  ground. 

Though  Collatine  have  deerely  bought. 

To  high*  renowne,  a  lafting  life, 

And  found,  that  moft  in  vain  have  (ought. 

To  have  a  faire,  and  conftant  Wife, 

Yet  Tarquyne  pluckt  his  gliftering  grapc^ 
And  Shake-fpeare  paints  poore  Lucrece  rape. 

{p)  Willobie  his  Avifa  [yfmans.  /''xor.  /nviolata.  tem- 
per, j/mandaj  was  imprinted  by  Wilder,  in  1 594.  The  man- 
ner, in  which  Windet  printed  our  poet's  name,  Shake-fpearf^ 
ihows  clearly  how  this  celebrated  appellation  was,  in  his 
own  age,  pronounced  Shaice-fpcare,  with  a  lengthened  tone, 
and  not  Shacki^iZy  with  a  fnappi(b  ftiortnefs :  The  verfes 
in  praife  of  Shakfpeare,  which  were  written,  as  I  conjefture, 
by  Hadrian  Dcrrel,  the  editor  of  VVillobie's  Avife,  are,  there- 
fore, doubly  curious. 

Though 
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Though  Su&n  (bine  in  faithful!  praife. 
As  twinckling  Starres  in  Chriftall  Skie, 
}*enelop's  feme  though  Greckes  do  raife, 
Of  faithfull  wives  to  make  up  three, 

To  thinke  the  truth,  and  fay  no  lefle, 
.  Our  Auifa  (hall  make  a  meiTe. 

This  number  knits  fo  fure  a  knot, 

7  ime  doubtes,  chat  ihe  (hall  adde  no  morCi 

Unconftant  nature  hath  begdt, 

Of  Fleting  Feemes,  fuch  fickle  flofc, 

Two  thoufand  ycarcs  have  icarcely  fecne, 
Such  as  the  worft  of  tbefe  have  beene. 

Then  Aui-Sufan  j<^ne  in  one. 

Let  Lucres- Auis  be  thy  name,. 

This  Engliih  Eagle  fores  alone, 

And  farre  furraounts  all  others  feme. 

Where  high  or  low,  where  great  or  fniaH, 
T*his  3rytan  Bird  out-flies  them  all. 

Were  thefe  three  happie,  that  have  found. 
Brave  Poets,  to  depaint  there  praife  ? 
Of  Rurall  Pipe,  with  fweetcft  found, 
That  have  been  heard  thefe  many  dales, 
Sv/cete  Willoby  his  Avis  bleft. 
That  makes  her  mount  above  the  reft. 

We  can  now  afcertain,  though  not  with  ab- 

folute  precifion,  the  appearance  of  this  glorious 

Jlar^  in  the  poetical  heavens  (y).     Puttenham 

did 

{q)  When  di&uffing  the  queftion  about  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  Shakfpeare,  in  the  fcenic  world,  Mr.  Malone  aflerts :  «• 
[Shak.  voL  i.  part  ii.  p.  130.]    «<  Coaches,  in  the  time  of 
«  Queen  Elizabeth  were  poffeffed  but  by  very  few.  They  were 

«  not 
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did  not  diftingaiih  Shakfjpeare^  vrhen  he  pab-» 
liflied  his  Arte  ofEngHjh  Poefie^  in  1589,  as 
Mr.  Malone  has^  indeed,  remarked.  Our. 
poet  was  ohfi:urely  noticed  in  1592.  He  was 
hailed  by  the  vcnce  of  gratulation,  in  1594. 
Andy  before  theeffluxtoh  of  1598,  Shakfpeare 
was  acknowledged,  by  the  fufirages  of  hb 
countrymen,  to  be  among  them,  the  moji  ex^ 
celknt  dramatift  in  both  kinds  \  for  Commedy, 
and  for  "tragedy^  if  we  may  rely  on  the  deck* 
ration  of  Meres,  in  his  Witt  Comnumwealtb^ 
which  has,  indeed,  been  confirmed  by  fubfe* 
quent  experience.  And,  it  is  furely  natural 
to  inquire  by  what  artifices  of  ftudy  Shak- 
fpeare obtained  this  pre-eminence  over  very 
powerful  competitors. 

We  have  fcen  what  grammars  probably  in* 
(truded  his  infancy ;  what  di<5tionaries  aflifled 
his  youth;  and  what  trcatifes  of  criticifm  im- 
proved his  manhood.  It  is,  indeed,  more 
than  probable,  that  Shakfpeare  had  ftudied, 

«  not  in  ordinary  ufe  till  after  the  year  1605.  See  Stowe^s 
«  Annals,  p.  867**'  Yet;  fee  the  Lt^s  J$urnak^  vol.  ii. 
pi  229 ;  on  the  7th  of  November  1601,  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced ^  to  reftrain  the  exceffive  and  fuperfiu9us  ufi  ofcdach$s^ 
<(-  within  this  realm."  Thus  it  is,  when  the  blind  follow 
tM  blind !  Marfton  iays,  in  hb  Cynicke  Satire^  X599« 
**  Peace  cjiuck,  fee  what  yonder  doch  ap^oach, 
«<  Acarti  atnmhrell?  no  a  Mg$J€Otih.*\ 

with 
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with  great  attentioa,  Wilfon's  jir/  ofRbetorique^ 
which  was  publiihedt  ibr  the  third  time^  vx 
1*5  &5.  It  is  fuifHciently  known  to  the  readers 
of  Shakfpeare,  that  he  had  unbouoded  curi- 
odiy,  from  nature^  and  vigilance  of  obfervation^ 
from  habit :  And,  it  was  natural  for  fuch  a 
poet,  who  early  felt  the  ambition  of  authorftiip, 
to  infpc6t,and  toftudy,  the  Art  ofRbetorique^^ 
which  was  popularly  known,  while  his  inqul^ 
fitive  mind  was  on  the  wing.  From  this 
fountain  0/  knowledge,  both  hiftorical,  and 
critical,  fuch  an  intelled:  muft  neceflarily  have 
qua^edabundant  draughts  of  inftrudibion;  both 
of  ancient  lore,  and  modern  attainments :  lit 
it,  he  muft  have  feen,  as  in  a  Jpecicms  mirrar^ 
the  whole  miftery  of  writing,  the  good,  ex- 
emplified, and  the  bad,  exploded.  In  the  Art 
ofRhetoriquCy  he  alfo  law  charadlers  pourtrayed, 
which  as  a  dramatift,  he  mufl  have  viewed 
with  pleafure,  and  recolleded  with  advan- 
tage :  Herein,  he  muft  have  i'^tn  Tymon  of{r) 

(r)  Art  of  Ret  1585,  p.  56:  Tymon  a  iiadly  hater  tfeU 
Company:  ^^  Now,  I  thtnke  he  is  moft  worthie  to  bee  de<« 
^  ffiifed  above  aU  other,  that  is  borne,  as  a  man  would  %, 
^  for  himiq)f,  that  iiveth  to  himfelf,  that  fparedi  for  himfelf^ 
^  that  loveth  no  man,  and  no  man  loveth  him*  Would  • 
^  not  one  think,  that  fucli  a  monfter  were  meet  to  be  caft 
<^  out  of  ail  men's  companie  (with  73rin^n.  that  oreth  for  no 
^  man)  into  the  middeft  of  the  Tea." 

Athens^ 
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Athens^  and  the  Pedantick  Magijirate  {/): 
He,  herein,  difcovered  the  charaSieri  but  he 
found,  in  his  own  invention,  the  conjlable: 
He  now  became  acquainted  with  the  mayor -^ 
but  he  afterwards  (hook  hands  with  Dogberry 
at  Credenton. 

In  the  fame  manner,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  Shakfpeare  had  diligently  ftudied 
AfchanCs  Scholemajier^  which  muft  have  fup- 
plied  fuch  an  intelledl  with  fome  claffical 
knowledge,  and  fuch  an  intuitive  difcernment 
with  much  critical  remark.  The  preface 
opens  with  Afcham's  thankful  recolleilion  of 
the  converfation,  which  he  had  heard,  in 
^S^h  ^^  ^ordi  Burleigh's  table,  when  dining 
with  him,  at  Windfor,  in  company  with  Sir 
William  Peter,  Sir  John  Mafon,  Dr.  Wotton, 
Sir  Richard  Sackville,  Mr.  Haddon,  Mr.  John 
Aftley,  Mr.  Bernard  Hampton,  and  Mr.  Ni- 
cafius.  Mr.  Secretarie,  as  his  wont  was,  on 
fuch  occafions,  to  lay  Si^id^ Jiate-affairs,  opened 

(j)  Art  of  Ret.  p.  167 :  "  Another  good  fellowe  of  the 
«  countrey,  being  an  officer  and  mayor  of  a  toune,  and  dc- 
**  firous  to  fpeak  like  a  fine  learned  man,  having  juft  oc- 
*«  cafion  to  rebuke  a  runnegate  fellowe,  (aid  after  this  wife, 
**  in  a  greate  beate:  —  Thou  yngraine  and  vacation 
**  knave,  if  I  take  thee  any  more  within  the  circumcljwn  of 
<^  my  dampnat ion  i  I  will  fo  corrupt  thee,  that  all  oH^er  vaca*' 
¥  tion  knaves  ihall  take  ilfample  by  thee." 

the 
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the  converfation,  at  dinner,  by  faying:  He 
had  ftrange  news  brought  him  that  morning, 
*•  that  diverfe  fchoUers  of  Eaton,  be  runne 
awai  from  the  fchole,  for  fear  of  beating:" 
Whereupon^  Mr.  Secretarie  tooke  occafion 
to  wifhe,  that  fome  more  difcretion  were  in 
many  fcholemafters,  in  ufing  correftion  than 
commonlie  there  is:  who,  many  times>  pu- 
niflie  rather  the  wcaknes  of  nature,  than  the 
fault  of  th6  fcholer. — Mr.  Peter,  as  one  fome- 
what  fevere  of  nature,  faid  plainlie,  that  the 
rodde  onlie  was  the  fworde,  that  muft  keep  the 
fchole  in  obedience,  and  the  fcholer  in  good 
order.  Mr.  Wotton,  a  man  milde  of  nature, 
faid  the  fcholehoufe  (hould  be  in  deede,  as 
it  is  called  by  name,  the  houfe  of  play  and 
pleafure,  and  not  of  feare  and  bondage.  Mn 
Mafon,  after  his  maner,  was  verie  merie  with 
both  parties ;  pleafeantlie  playing,  both  with 
the  (hrowde  touches  of  many  courfte  boys, 
and  with  the  fmall  difcretion  of  many  leude 
fcholemafters.  Mn  Haddon  was  fullie  of 
Mr.  Peter's  opinion  ^  and  faid,  that  the  beft 
fcholemafter  of  our  time  (naming  him)  was 
the  greateft  beater.  Afcham  now  gave  his 
own  opinion,  being  courteflic  provoked  by 
Mr.  Secretarie :  Though  it  was  the  good  for- 
tune of  that  fcholemafter  to  fend  from  his 

O  o  fchole 
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fchole  unto  the  univerfitie  one  of  the  bcft 
fcholers  of  our  lime,  yet  wife  men  do  thinke, 
that  this  was  rather  owing  to  the  great  towani- 
nes  of  the  fcholer  than  the  great  beating  of  the 
mafter  :  For,  yong  children  are  foner  alured 
by  love,  than  driven  by  beating,  to  atteyne 
good  learning/* 

Does  not  this  convcrfation  at  Burleigh's 
dinner  bring  to  our  recolledtion  the  celebrated 
table-talk  of  Shakfpeare  ?  The  fifth  ad  of 
Love* s  Labours Lojl  opens  with  the  entry,  after 
dinner,  of  Holofernes,  the  fchoolmafter.  Sir 
Nathaniel,  and  Dull  :  I  praife  God  for  you. 
Sir,  fays  Nathaniel  to  Holofernes :  Your  rea- 
fons  [difcourfe]  at  dinner  have  been  Iharp,  and 
fententious;  pleafant,  without  fcurrility;  wit- 
ty, without  affedation  ;  audacious,  [fpiritedj 
without  impudency;  learned,  without  opinion; 
and  ftrange,  without  herefy.  Of  this  Jimjhei 
reprefentation  of  colloquial  excellence^  Johnfon 
remarks  that,  it'is  very  difficult  to  add  any 
thing  to  this  charafter  of  the  fchoolmafter's 
table-talk;  and  perhaps  all  the  precepts  of 
Caftiglione  will  fcarcely  be  found  to  compre- 
hend a  rule  for  converfation,  fo  juftly  de- 
lineated, fo  widely  dilated,  and  fo  nicely  li* 
mited  (/)• 

(/)  Steeveiis's  Shak,  i7933r  vol.  v.  p.  jor. 

Weighing 
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Weighing  all  circumftances,  I  have  per- 
fuaded  myfelf  that,  when  Shakfpcfire  drew 
hi%  Jinijhed  reprefentation  of  colloquial  excellence ^ 
he  had  in  his  mind's-eye  the  converfation  at 
Burleigh's  table,  by  the  moft  learned,  and 
able,  men,  in  England.  The  charafter  of  Ho- 
lofernes  was  probably  drawn  by  Shakfpeare 
from  the  notion,  which  he  had  formed,  in 
reading  the  Scholemafter  of  Afcham,  who  had 
been  dead  upwards  of  twenty  years.  It  was 
riot,  confequently,  drawn  from  the  poet's  en- 
mity to  Florio,  as  Warburton  infifts,  in  bis 
ewn  Jlyle.  In  difcufling  this  opinion,  Mr. 
Malone  doubts,  whether  the  Jirjl  edition  of 
¥\ovio'sWorlde  of  Words y  which  was  dedicated 
to  Lord  Southampton,  during  his  travels^  were 
publifhedi  in  1598  :  But,  this  doubt,  merely 
arofe,  from  not  knowing,  in  what  year  his 
Lordfliip  had  travelled,  though  our  critic  had 
published  anecdotes  of  his  life. 

From  the  talk  of  Holofernes,  thus  learned, 
without  opinion,  and  ftrange,  without  herefy, 
we  may  perceive  the  fentiments  of  Shakfpeare, 
with  regard  to  language  5  that  he  abhorred 
the  rackers  of  orthography ;  and  regarded  in-  ^ 
novations  in  our  fpeech,  as  abhominahle  infante. 
Spenfer  avowed  the  fame  opinions,  in  his 
TChree  Proper  Letters,  which  Shakfpeare  had 

O  o  2  probably 
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probably  perufed.  It  is  curious  to  remark, 
that  two  of  the  greateft  poets,  in  any  age» 
fhould^  in  the  fame  manner,  have  concurred, 
in  abhorring  the  rackers  of  orthography,  and 
in  ridiculing  innovators  of  their  maternal  En- 
gUfb.  Shakfpej^re,  like  a  wife  man,  frequently 
avows  his  diflik?  of  innovation,  and  his  con- 
tempt for  innovators.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
however,  that  thofe  illuftrious  makers  did  not 
alv/ays  pradife  their  own  precepts,  with  rigid 
attention  to  a  falutary  principle. 

When  Shakfpeare  had  thus  fettled  his  ftyle, 
which  proceeded  partly  from  the  vigour  of 
his  own  imagination,  and  farmed  his  tafte, 
which  he  improved,  by  reading  the  Artes  (f 
Boe^e  of  Webbe,  and  of  Puttenham,  the 
Graminatica  Anglicana  would  come  too  late^ 
in  1594,  to  flaow  him  what  he  had  already 
found,  or  to  teach  him  what  he  even  then 
knew.  But,  this  rare  book,  as  it  contains  ^ 
Chauceriana^  does  not  come  too  late  even,  in 
1796,  to  clear  fome  obfcuxities  in  Shakfpeare, 
which  arife  more  from  oUr  forgctfulncfs  of 
the  language  of  our  fathers^  than  to  his  in- 
attention ta  the  ufage,  and  idiom,  of  his  own 
times.  And,  thefe  C'hauceriana^  as  they  con- 
fift  of  a  collection  of  poetical  exprcffions,. 
which,  were  known^  ^^1594*  f^tirnifh  contem^ 

porary. 
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porary  explanations  of  no  fewer  than  nino 
words  in  Midfummer-Nigbts  Dream-,  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  written,  in  1592  :  (1.)  To 
CARROL ;  to  fing ;  to  dauTtct.  [Chaucer,]  "  No 
**  night  is  now  with  hymn,  or  carol  bleft/' 
[Mid,  N,  D.]  Hymns  and  carols  are  faid  to 
have  been  Jung,  in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare, 
every  night  at  Chriftmafs.  But,  our  poet  un- 
derftood  the  double  meaning  of  the  word, 
though  we  have  forgotten  it ;  and  intended 
to  fay :  **  No  night  is  now  with  fongs,  or 
**  daunces,  bleft."  Every  explanation,  when 
given  from  contemporary  authority,  ought  to 
be  admitted,  which  gives  clcarnefs,  and  ener- 
gy, to  our  mafier[u).  (2.)  To  deare;  to 
trouble;  to  grieve.  [Chaucer.]  **  If  I  have 
"  thanks,  it  is  a  dear  expence."  [Mid.  N,  D.] 
Johnfon,  indeed  fays,  that  deer  feems  to  be 
fometimcs  ufed  in  Shakfpeare  for  fad,  hatefd, 
grievous.  [Didt-  in  Vo.  T>earP[  And,  our  poet 
meant  to  fay,  2^  fad  expence :  For,  Helena,  who 

(tt)  In  Henry  the  vth,wc  have  "  unfeen,  yet  crefcivc,  in 
**  his  yirr»//y,"— Johnfon  explains /tfr«/(y  to  mean,  "  In- 
"  creafing  in  its  proper  power  :**  Yet,  would  I  prefer  Nor- 
den's  explanation,  in  his  Surveyor* s  Dialogue^  1607,  p.  i  :— 

«  Q^  Call  you  it  [the  profeffion  of  land-furveying]  a 
*'  Faculty  ?  What  mean  you  by  that  word  ? 

**  A.    Ability  to  perform  a  thing  undertaken*** 

O  o  3  is 
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is  fpeaking,  is  refolved  to  betray  to  her  dif- 
dainful  lover  thtfecret  of  the  fair  Hermia,  her 
friend  :  and  feeling  the  compunction  of  a  well- 
inftrudled  mind,  for  this  odious  breach  of  truft, 
ihe  rcafons  ;  *^  And  for  this  intelligence,  if  I 
"  have  thanks,  it  is  a  deare  [f^dj  expenoe." 
This  explanation  of  the  word  deare^  at  once 
gives  clearncfs  to  the  cxpreffion,  and  incul- 
cates an  ufeful  iporal.    (3.)  Cointe  i  quaint y 
nicely  Jirange.  [Chaucer.]    "And,  the  quaint 
^*  mazes,  in  the  wanton  green,  for  lack  of 
*«  tread,  are  undiftinguifliable/'  [Mid.  N.  D.] 
**  The  clamorous  owl,  that  nightly  hoots,  and 
**  at  our  quaint  fpirits/'  [Id.]     (4.)  Woode; 
madde  i  furious ;  outrageous.  [Chaucer.]  **  Thou 
^*  told'ft  me  they  were  ftol'n  into  this  wood : 
'^  and,   here  am   I,   and  wood,    within  this 
"   wood."  [Id.]       (5.)    To  WENDrj    to  go;  to 
turne.  [Chaucer.]   "  And  back  to  Athens  ihall 
"  the  lovers  wend:'  [Id.]    (6.)  Neve;^- 
[Chaucer.]  "  Give  me  your  neif\  Monf.  Muf- 
"  tardfeed."  [Id.]     (7)  Antique  \  auncient. 
[Chaucer.]    **  I  never  may  believe  thefe  an- 
'*  tiqu^.   fables,    nor   thefe   fairy  toys/'   [Id.] 
(8.)  Quell;    to  abate;    to  kill.   [Chauccn] 
**  Quaij,   crulh,  conclude,  and  quelU"   [Id.] 
(9.)  MoNE  ;    lamentations^  forrow^  waylings. 
[Chaucer.]     **  And  thus  flic*  moans:*  [Id.] 

Let 
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Let  thcfe  few  examples  fuffice,  to  (how  how 
much  our  bard  may  be  illuftrated,  and  our- 
felves   enlightened,   by  the  Chauceriana  (^). 

I  cannot 

{v)  This  elegant,  and  ufeful,  Grammatica  Anglicand^  to 
which  thofe  Chauceriana   were  annexed,   was  printed  at 
Cambridge,  by  JohnLegatt,  in  1594J  and  tbt  Chauarlanay 
confifting  of  Jive  pagesy  ought,  in  jufticc  to  the  admirers  of 
Shakfpeare,  to  bo  aiuiexed  to  every  future  edition  of  his 
^works,  evei>  if  fome  of  the  lumber,  which  now  obftru<Ss 
the  reader's  way,  were  difmiflTed  to  the  ftalls.     In  order  to 
fupport  that  fentiment,  I  will  fubjoin  a  few  more  examples  : 
Recks;  to  care'^  r€gard\  or  account  of,  [Chaucer.]  "The 
"  Great  Globe  itfelf ;  yea,  all  which  it  inherit  (halldifiblve  ; 
««  and         ■  leave  not  a  rack  behind."  [Tempcft.]    Every    , 
one  knows  how  much  learning  has  been  wafted,  without 
fuccefs,  to  explain  the  meaning  of  rack^  in  this  celebrated 
paflkge.     (1.)   But,  it  is,  plainly,  9  mifprint  for   recke  : 
(2.)  Shakfpeare,  merely,  meant  to  fay,  that  the  Globe,  and 
All,  which  it  ijiherit,  fhall  diflblve,  without  leaving  a  rech'^ 
an  account  of^  memorial,  or  notice,  behind* 

Re^DB  ;  toJhew\    Ull  ^  declare  \  expound,    [Ch^cer.j 

Ophelia  fays,     .•"  But,  good  my  brother, 

"  Do  not,  a^  fom^  ungracious  paftors  do, 
**  Shew  me  the  fteep  and  thorny  way  to  heaven  -, 
"  Whilft,  like  a  pufF'd  and  reck/ifs  libertine, 
**  Himfelf  the  primrofe  path  of  dalliance  treads, 
^  And  reds  not  his  own  read.''        [Hamlet.] 
Now  i  Shakfpeare,  knowing  the  various  meanings  of  all  thof# 
words,  meant  to  make  Ophelia  fay  j  whilft  carelefs  liber- 
lines  tread  the  priou-ofe  path,  and  regard  not  their  own 
reede^  declarations^  or  expojitions. — Moreover  j  tlie  fortune- 
tellers reede  the  deftinies  of  the  maidens  of  the  villagry^evcn 
to  this  day. 

Oo  4  To 
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I  cannot  quit  The  Midfunmer'Night' s  Dreamp 
without  mentioning,   that  I  have  fecn  in  the 
parifli-regifter  of   St,  Saviour's,   Southwark, 
^'  A  tcftimonial,  in  1569,  of  the  age  of  Jofeph 
'*  Bottbomy'  who  had  been  borq,  in  that  pa- 
rifh,  the  haunt  of  Shakfpeare,  who  may  have 
noted  the  Boithomsj  zs  fit  obje(^s  of  his  mufe. 
Whatever  there  may  be  in  this,  it  is  cer- 
tain, though  our  critic  has  furniflied  no  do- 
cuments to  enable  us  to  afcertain  the  fad, 
that  Shakfpeare  was  not  only  mafter  of  great 
vigilance  of  obfervation,    but  of  equal  dili- 
gence of  notation.     He  allowed  nothing  to 
cfcape  him,  which  occurred  to  his  eye,  his 
memory,  or  his  intelled: :    But,  noting  down 
what  he  faw,    recolleftcd,  or  inferred,  dili- 
gently prepared  to  write  for  immortality.    We 
may  be  convinced  of  this,   by  a  curious,  but 
unnoticed,  paflage,  in  Marfton's  tenth  fatirc, 
entitled  Humours : — 

"  Lufcus,  what's  play*d  to  day  ?  fayth  now  I  know 
I  fet  my  lips  abroach,  from  whence  doth  flow 


To  SHEND;  to  blame ;  or  reproove.  [Chaucer.]  «  Weihail 
<«  be  2SlJhentr  [M.W.  W.]  «  I  zmjhent  for  fpeaking  to 
«  you."  [Twelfth  Night.]  «  He  Jhent  our  meffengcrs." 
[Troil.  and  Cref.]  Now;  I  fufpeft,  thzt  Jhenty  which  plain- 
ly means  blamcy  reproof,  is  either  a  mifprint,  or  a  different 
form  of  the  lame  Ycrb.~Thefc  examples  fhall  fufficc,  for 
the  preient. 

Naught 
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Naught  but  pure  Juliet  and  Romeo. 

Say ;  who  a(Ss  beft  ?   Drufus^  or  Rofcio  ? 

Now,  I  have  him^  that  ne're  of  Qught  did  fpedkc. 

But,  when  of  playes,  and  plaicrs,  he  did  treate.  » 

H'ath  made  a  cotmnon  pladg^booke  out  ofphyesy    . 

And  fpeakes  in  print,  at  leaft  what'ere  he  fayes 

Is  warranted  by  curtaine  plaudities. 

If  ere  you  heard  him  courting  Leibias  eyes ; 

Say  (courteous  Sir)  fpeakes  he  not  movingly 

From  out  fome  new  patbetique  tragedie  ? 

He  writes,  he  railes,  he  jefts,  he  courts,  wh^t  not  j 

And  aH  from  out  his  huge  lonz-fcraped Jlock 

Of  well-pentCd  playes** 

Romeo  and  "Juliet  is  faid  by  Mr.  Malone  to 
be  the  firfi  tragedy^  which  Shakfpcare  pro- 
duced; to  have  been  written  in  1 595,  printed 
in  1597,  and  reprinted,  in  its  prefent  form 
two  years  afterwards  {w)>  Well,  then,  might 
Marfton  alk,  in  1 599,  Whafs  played  to  day  ? 
Nought  but  pure  Juliet  and  Romeo ;  and 
might,  fitly,  of  the  author  exclaim,  Speaks  he 
not  movingly  from  out  fome  new  pafhetique  tra- 
gedie I  Shakfpeare  was  already  in  the  iatirift's 
mind,  when  he  cried  out  in  the  preceding 
verfe,  A  hall,  a  hally  and  in  Marfton's  eye, 
when  he  opened  a  preceding  fatire,  by  ex- 
claiming, A  many  a  man^  a  kingdom  for  a  man  ! 

(w)  The  Chronology  of  Shak.  YXdc^.^^Romeo  and  Juliet 
was  printed  for  Cuthbert  Burby,  in  1599.  Herb.  Typ.  An. 
vol.  ii.  p.  1283.  My  edition  oiMarJlon^s  Satyresy  from  which 
I  quote>  was  ftlfopubliihed  in  the  &me  year,  1599. 

All 
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All  thofe  circumftances,  clearly,  evince,  that 
Marilon  meant  to  give  a  minute  defcripcion 
of  Shakfpeare,  in  the  before-quoted  pafiage, 
which  is  now  fubmitted  to  the  curious  reader 
for  the  firft  time,  Drufus  was,  neceffarily,  in- 
tended for  Shakfpeare,  as  Rofcius  had  been, 
already^  appropriated  to  Richard  Burbadge  : 
And,  the  comparifon,  between  thofe  illuftrious 
a<ih)rs,  which  was  thus  inftituted  by  Marfton, 
who  knew  them  both  intimately,  is  honoura- 
ble to  all  parties.  But,  our  curiofity  is  gra- 
tified the  moft,  by  what  the  fatirift  fays  of 
our  immortal  bard,  as  a  man^  and  as  a  maker. 
We  now  perceive,  that  Shakfpeare's  table- talk 
turned  chiefly  on  his  profcifion  ;  that  be  nere 
of  ought  did  fpeake^buty  when  ofplayes,  or  play- 
ers^ be  did  treate.  We  at  length  perceive, 
that  Shakfpeare  had  difcernment  to  know  the 
value  of  a  common-place  book  to  a  profciTed 
writer :  He  made  a  common-place  book  out  of 
flays  :  He  writes^  be  railes,  be  Jefis,  he  courts 
icbat  not  y  (^nd  all  from  out  his  huge  long- 
fcraped  fock  of  welUpenifd  playeu  This  \% 
fuch  a  delineation  of  our  drama tifl,  as  his  ad- 
mirers have  never  feen  before.  *  It  was,  in- 
deed, known,  that  Shakfpeare  adopted  freely, 
but  amply  improved,  preceding  plays,  cha- 
rafters,  fcntiments,  and  language :    Yet,  oijr 

criti?. 
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critic,^  when  he  fhows  his  a£iive  pra^tce^  is 
not  Aifficiently  ftudious  to  tell,  that,  fuch  wa? 
the  ufage  of  the  times,  without  the  imputatioa 
of  plagiarifmy  and  the  cuftom  of  the  greateft 
poets  of  the  age  ;  as  when  Spenfer  adoptee} 
the  Colin  Chut  of  Skeltpn.  The  fuccefs  of 
^hakfpeare's  dramas,  at  the  theatre,  is  alfo  ce^ 
Jebrated  by  Marfton,  when  the  rivaj-dramatift 
affirms  that, 

«<  — -^  ■.    ■■■:■■■■  What  ere  he  faycs 

"  Is  warranted  by  curtaine  plauditics  (^).'* 

Such,  then,  are  the  lights,  which  the  pen-r 
pil  of  Ma^iton  Ijas  thrown  on  the  Jludies  of 
Shakfpeare !  We  mjiy  now  perceive  diftindlly, 
that  our  dramatift  was  in  the  habit  of  reading, 
pot  only  the  plays  and  poetry,  but  the  books 
and  pamphlets,  which  a  teeiping  age  brought 
Corth ;  and  in  the  practice  of  common-placing 
whatever  was  cqrious,  or  might  be  ufefuj. 
Much  illuftralion,  indeed,  vi^as  given  to  the 
pbfcurities  of  Shakfpeare,  by  Theobald,  and 
ftill  greater  help  has  been  afforded  to  oqr 
own  unfkilfulnefs,  by  other  editors,  during  the 
lait  thirty  years,  from  the  perufal  of  all  fucb 
READING  as  was  never  read, — but  by  Shak* 

(or)  Curtaine  and  theatre  were  fynonimous  exprcffions,  for 
thejiage^  in  that  age,  as  we  learn  from  Nox^brook,  and 
Stubbs. 

fpcarc. 
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fpeare,  to  whom.  Pope  o\vied  it,  as  a  poet,  and 
a  critic,  to  have  been  fomewhat  more  moikji 
in  exception  {y).  But,  though  much  has  been 
done,  by  clearing  away  obftruxaions,  to  vindi- 
cate our  majiers  claim  to  immortality;  yet, 
much  remains  to  be  done  by  the  efforts  of  di- 
ligence, rather  than  the  /caff's  of  bigh-blown 
pride ^  and  by  the  inveftigations  of  judgment, 
rather  than  the  backbites  of  habitual  malignity y 
to  make  his  obfcurities  intelligible  to  the 
meaneft  capacity,  and  his  beauties  relifhable 
by  the  greateft  genius. 

In  purfuance  of  this  fentiment,  I  will  add  a 
mite,  or  two,  to  the  common  ftock  of  ufeful 
illuftration.  The  whole  condud,  fentiment, 
and  language  of  the  Ghofi  in  Hamlet^  which 
have  created  fo  much  embarrafsment,  may  be 
cleared,  and  the  explanations  of  the  moft  in- 
telligent commentators  confirmedjbya  paflage, 
in  T^he  Book  of  the  {x)  FeJiivaU  a  church  book 

of 

^v)  See  Warton  on  Spenfcr,  ad  eel,  p.  264. 

(z)  It  was  priuted  by  Wyntyn  de  Wordc,  in  1532: 
But,  I  tranfcribe  the  paflage  from  Strype's  Mem.  vol.  i. 
p.  1 39 :  The  prieft,  fpeaking  of  the  burial  of  the  dead^  aiTerts 
the  walking  of  their  ghojli^  in  the  following  manner :  "  Many 
<^  walk  on  nights,  when  buried  in  holy  place :  But,  that  is 
*^  not  long  of  the  iiend,  but  of  the  grace  of  God,  to  get 
*«  thcRi  help.    And  fome  be  guilty,  and  have  no  reft.    Four 

**  men 
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of  the  priefts,  which  was  read  to  their  pa- 
rilhioncrs,  during  particttlar  feafons.  Shak- 
fpcare  may  have,  poffi  bly,  found  fome  edition  of 
this  book,  in  his  own  family,  and:have,  thereby, 
learned  the  popular  notions  of  the  times,  with 
regard  to  the  nvalking  of  gbojisy  and  to  the 
houfding  of  fick  men,  by  the  adminiftraiion  of 
the  facr anient. 

From  Batman's  Doome^  warning  all  men  ta 

<*  men  ftale  an  abbot^s  ox  to  their  larder.  The  abbot  did  a 
**  fentence,  and  curfcd  them:  So  three  of  them  were 
•*  fliriven^  and  afked  mercy :  The  fourth  died,  and  was  not 
^  ajfoiled^  and  had  not  forgivenefs :  S05  when  he  was  deadY 
«'  thi  fpirit  wint  by  nighij  and  feand  all  the  people  abouf^ 
^  that  none  durft  walk  after  fun  down*  Then,  as  die 
^<  parifh  prieft  went  on  a  night  with  God's  body  to  houfil  a 
^  fkk  man,  t^is  fpirit  went  with  him,  and  told  him  what  he 
^  was,  and  why  he  went  [walked]  and  prayed  the  prieft  ta 
^  go  to  his  wife^  that  they  fhould  g9  both  to  the  abbot» 
«<  and  make  him  amends  for  his  tiefpafs  \  and  fo  to  aflbil 
<<  him ;  for  he  might  have  no  reft :  And,  anon  the  abbot 
*'  affoiled  himj  and  he  went  to  rejiy  and  joy  for  evermore/* 
-—In  The  DoomeyWaming  ta  judgement  of  M  r»  Profiiflbr  Sat- 
-man,  1581,  p.  420,  which  Shakfpeftre  had  certainly  read, 
there  is  the  print  of  a  ghoft,  who  ^  not  many  yeres  pafte,  in 
<<  Bohemia,  appeared  to  one  that  was  afleep :"  This  ghoft  is 
a  goodly  perfonage;  and  is  all  naked,  indeed,  except  bis 
hinsy  which  are  ygir died  with  Mr.  Malooe's  leathern  filch. 
The  moft  intelligent  ^oft  of  the  prefent  day  fm^t/natch  a 
grace  from  the  attitude,  which  is  really  fine,  of  the  Bohemian 
ghoft  of  Profeifor  Batman. 

I  th 
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the  judgemente  ;  and  containing  almoft  all  the 
Jlrange  prodigies^  bapned  in  the  worlds  Shak- 
fpeare  acquired  much  knowledge,  which  is 
icattered  about  in  his  dramas:  Herein  he 
found  the  hiftory  •*  of  fundry  monfters  of  men, 
"  in  divers  forms ;"  fuch  as  the  Cynnaminu^ 
or  dog-keepers,  the  Sperntatbophagi^  who  lived 
onfruite,  the  Ilophogi,  who  dwelt  in  trees,  and 
kapcd  from  branch  to  branch,  like  fquirrellcs, 
the  Hermqfroditce,  that  is,  people  of  both 
kinds,  the  Inchthyophagi,  or  fifli-eaters,  the 
Tandora^  who  live  two  hundred  years,  the 
Nigrita^  who  are  all  black,  and  whofe  nether 
lips  hang  down  as  low  as  their  breafts,  the 
Mthiopes^  a  black  people,  who  have  four  {a) 
eyes,  the  Hippopodes,  whofe  nether  parts  are 
like  to  horfes,  the  Arimajpi,  who  have  but 
one  eye  in  their  foreheads,  the  Anthropo- 
phagi, who  eat  man's  flefh,  and  live  without 
law,  and  from  thefe  men  eaters  proceed  the 
Cantbals^  who  are  fo  called  from  their  eating 
man's  {J>)  flefli,  the  Pygmies^  who  are  fo  called 

for 

{a)  "  J?/Aw^y  of  their  fwreet  complexion  track."  [Lore's 
Labour  Liofl. J  ^  Sach  Ethiop  words,  Hacker  in  their  efied, 
"  than  in  their  countenance/'  [As  you  like  it.] 

{h)  Othello  tells  be^demon;^— Of  the  Canihah^  that 
each  other  eat,  the  Anthrojtophagiy  and  nufij  whofe  beads  dt 

grem 
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for  their  {hortnefs  of  ftature.     Yet,  among  alt 
thofc  wonderful  nations,  the  Profeflbr  feems 
not  to   have   found    that   celebrated  people,' 
^Aoje  heads  do  grow  beneath  their  Jhonlders. 

The  hiftory  of  thefe  fingulair  nieriy  may  be 
eomprcfled  into  a  very  little  volume,  Mr. 
Profeflbr  Batman,  after  reading  every  Greek, 
and  Latin,  author,  after  pcrufing  the  writings 
of  the  Italian,  German,  French,  and  Spanifh 
dodlors,  who  had  treated  oi  wonderful  wonders^ 
had  almoft  publifhed  his  own  work,  without 
faying  a  word  about  that  memorable  race  (r)# 
But,  there  happily  were  fcnt  him  from  abroad 
fome  additional  relations  of  monjiers^  which  he 
caufed  to  be  tranflated,  for  the  inftrudion  of 
his  readers.^— ^'  In  the  woddes  of  Afia,"  be 
{d)  fays,  "  are  men  called  Monopoli^  who  have 

"  no 

grow  beneath  their  fiouldtrs, — *^  He'll  fpcak,  like  an  Anthro- 
•*  popbaginian  unto  thee."  [Merry  Wives  of  Windfor.  j 
Here,  is  a  word,  which  was  plainly  coined,  in  ozder  to  throw- 
contempt  on  fuch  wonderful  men;  as>  indeed,  there  is  much 
of  the  (ame  purpofe  in  Othello's  celebrated  relation,  which^ 
at  the  fame  time,  evinces  the  poet's  infight  into  human 
nature* 

(c)  He  gives  a  very  long  lift  of  all  the  books,  which  he 
h^d  read  over^  to  difcover  things  out  of  nature.  In  this  lift, 
niay  be  feen  the  name  of  Nicolaus  Geilerus  Ludi  fiafilien* 
fis  moderator. 

(d)  The  Dome,  p.  589 :  And  yet,  Batman,  wheii  he 
was  upon  the  fearcb>  might  have  found  in  Pliny,  the  natural- 
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**  no  kead^  but  a  face  in  their  breaftt :  They  go 
*^  naked,  covering  themfelves  [their  no-heads] 
**  with  a  cap^  by  reafon  of  the  fun*s  great 
*•  heat :  They  gather  pepper,  and  barter  it 
"  with  the  merchants  of  Mecha ;  and*  the 
•*  wares  which  they  have  for  it,  they  fend  to 
^\  the  Antipodes  {e) :  They  are  verye  conti- 
^  neat  and  modeft  men  ;  neither  are  they  ever 
*f  heard  to  utter  an  ill  word;  thcv  are  very 
"  upright,  and  have  a  good  confcience,'  ac- 
**  cwding  to  their  law."  Luckily,  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh  found,  in  Guiana,  a  few  years 
after,  a  kindred  generation,  whom  he  intro- 
duced to  the  Englifti  people,  in  1 596,  While 
the  wits  of  England,  Hall,  Marfton,  and  {f) 
Shakfpe^re/  were  laughing  at  the  marvels  of 

ift,  lib.  vii.  cap.  2 :  '*  Firfui  occtdenUm  ad  monfem  ACU  in 
•*  jffiaj  vivere  genus  hominum,  fine  capitibus,  habentes 
^  occulos  in  pe£tore  intra  axillas."  Nayj  thofe  famous 
men  were  delineated  in  the  Mofaic  Pavements  of  the  Ro- 
mans. [Divtts  i^uguft.  De  Civit.  Dei,  Lib.  xvi.  cap.  8.} 

(/)  Shakfpeare  often  mentions  the  Jntipodes.  [Much 
Ado  About  Nothing;  Merchant  of  Venice  j  Richard  2d: 
"  Thou  art  as  oppofite  to  every  good,  as  the  Jntipodes  are 
**  unto  us.**  3  H.  6.]  Shakfpeare  thus  appears  to  have 
known  the  Antipodes  full  better  than  Batman. 

(/)  In  die  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor^  i6oi,  from  the 
witty  tongue  of  Falftaft':  **  She  is  a  region  of  Guiana^  all 
**  gold  and  bounty." 

Raleigh, 
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Raleigh,  the  fcholars  of  the'cdrttincntadojSt-^ 
efd  his  fiaions*  Our  Voyager's  narrativfe!  Wi^ 
tranflated  into  Latin,  and  publiflxcd  at  Niircm- • 
berg,  by  Levin  Hulfe,  in  I59r^,  with  a  mt^ 
by  Hon  D I  us,  having  upon  it  the  faid'  m^^ 
hunting,  and  fighting,  with  t^ir  beadi^  BSnkdtP 
their  Jhoulders.  The  learning  of  6h«kfpeare^' 
I  grant,  did  not  enable  him  to  read  Ais  BrrtAi 
&  admifanda  defcriptio  Regrii  Ovianee,  auri 
ahundantijimi,  in  America  ^  but  it  inuft  b6^ 
equally  allowed,  that  the  fights  6i  Shafcfpcare 
enabled  him  to  fee,  in  the  ibuJptured  title- 
page,  the  men  tjoith  their  heads  heneath\  their 
jhouldersj  bodied  forth  to  thc'(Kmmeft>y^^*- 
The  fame  pi£fure  alfo  fhowcd  to  the  natumtifiT 
of  that  age,  what  muft  have  appeared  ytPf 
notable,  that  the  MonopoUan  wonfen  wer6* 
liiade  in  all  refpefts,  like  untty  Other  women. 
We  how  perceive,  from  this  brief  hiftory,  that 
thofe  MonopoU  were  very  familiar  to  the  i»n- 
derltalidings,  and  the  eyes,  of  l!ngli(hmen, 
before  Shakfpeare  brought  them  out  upon  the 
flage,  when,  as  old  acq^uaiatances,  the.  men, 
whofe  heads  do  grow  beneath  their  Jhoulders^ 
muil  have  been  received  with  Iqud  .applauie.  j 
We  are,  in  this  manner,  carried  forward  t6 
the  queftion,  which  has  been  agitated,  about 

Pp  '  the 


57^  Jn  APOLOGY      [Of  the  Stuihbs 

the  epochs  and  the  origin,  of  the  T'empeji. 
Theobald  affcrted,  that  this  noblejl  effort  of  the 
fubtime  imagination  of  Shakfpcare  muft  have 
been  written,  after  :i6o9,  becaufc  the  Ber- 
muda iflands,  which  are  mentioned  in  it,  were 
unknown  to  the  Engii(h  until  that  year.  The 
ignorance  of  that  ufefuJ  editor  has  been  pro* 
perly  correfted,  by  a  reference ,  to  Hacklu3rt's 
Voyages,  1600,  for  May's  defcription  of  Ber- 
mudas), where  he  was  ihipwrecked  in  1593* 
But,  ve  miift  go  a  ftep  further  back.  And> 
we  f}iall  find,  in  Raleigh's  Narrative,  which 
Shakfpeare/  had  read,  and  noted,  the  true 
iburce  of  our  maker  s  knowledge,  about  the 
ftill'^vex'd  Bermoothes.^g).  In  difplaying  the 
advantages  of  Guiana,  Raleigh  fays,  with 
premature  dogmatifm,  "  the  Channel  of  Ba^ 
"  hamay  coming  from  the  Weft  Indies,  can* 
^  mt  be  paffed  in  the  winter ^  and  when  it  is 
^f  at  the  bcft,  it  is  a  perilous,  and  a  fearful, 
**  place :  The  reft  oi  the  Indies  for  calms, 
**  and  difcafes,   are  very  troublefome  ;    and 

is)  ^^  Difcovirii  of  the  Large^  Ruby  and  Beautiful  Em* 
fire  ofGuianaj  with  a  relation  of  the  Great  and  Golden 
Citie  of  Manoa,.  which  the  Spaniards  caU  £1  Dorado. 
Performed  in  1595  by  Sir  W.  Ralegh.  Imprinted  at  London 
by  RoK  Robinfon,  1596.  The  book  was  dedicated,  by  Ra- 
leigh, to  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard,  and  to  Sir  Robert 
Cccyll. 

''the 
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^  tie  Bermudas,  a  hellifh  fea,  for  thunder^] 
"  lightening^  and  Jiorms"'    Subfequcnt  miiad^ 
ventures,  in  thofe  fcas,  and  poftcrior  publi*- 
cations,  in  London,  kept  the  Jiill-vex*d  Ber* 
mof^thes  ronftantly    before    the    public  eye* 
Jaurdan,    who  accompanied  Sir  George  So- 
xners,  when  he  was  (hipwrecked  dn.Bermuda%. 
in  1609,  publUhed,  in  \f^o^  A  Difcovery  of 
the  Barmudasy  otherwife  called,  tie  ifle  of  Dif. 
veh  {6).    A  (hipi  named  the  Plough,  failed 
from  the  Thames,  in  April  1612,  .with  ad- 
venturers for  Bermudas,  who,  having  a  fair 
and  comfortable  pajfage^   eftabliihcd  the  j!r/k 
colony  in  the  ijk  of  Devils^  on ,  the  nth  of 
July  1612.     This  entcrprize  was  followed, 
by  the  publication,  in  1613,  oi  APlaine  He^ 
fcription  of  the  Bammdas  nom  calkd  Sommer 
t/lands{i)4    During "^ the  months  bf  Odlober, 

November* 

(b)  It  was  printed  by  Windet  for  Barnet  in  St.Dunftan's 
Churchyard. 

.  (1)  This  pamphlet  was  printed  by.  W.  S^lby .  fpr  W, 
Welby  :  And,  it  is  merely  a  republication  of.  Joiirdan't 
Trad)  with  an  addition,  containing  the  vdyage  and  fettle-^ 
ment,  under  Mafter  R.  More,  the  dcputie  governor,  w^th 
a  change  of  the  name,  and  a  foftcning  of  the  description,  as 
to  the  billijhnefs  of  the  thunder,  lighteaing,  and  ftorros  \  ytt^ 
retaining  the  following  paffage  in  Jourdan's  pamphlet,  which 
is  very  material  to  remember,  and  very  curious  to  remark 
WW,  as  it  has  never  been  remarked  before :   *«  For  tho 
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November,  and  December,  1612,  there  was 
a  continued  tempefi^^  a»  Stowe  informs  us^ 
which  wrecked  maay  ihips  along  the  coafts 
of  England.  Shakfpeare- s  Tempeft  was  a^ed 
in  the  beginnk^  of  the  }rear  161^.  And» 
fien  Jc^isfini,  with  tmluckffelf-fufficiency^  fcof- 
UA  at  this  fablime  effort  of  the  human  geniut^ 
i^  his  Eartbohmew^air^  1614.  Now,  theie 
dates,  and  tkofii  circumi^ces»  fix  the  true 
cipoch  of  .^e.TJempefl,  not  in  161 2,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Maine's  chronology^  but  in  161 3, 
according  :to  the  evidence.  Shakfpeare's  no- 
tion of  the  biUifbnefi  of  the  Bermudean  iea,  for 
tiundir^Iigbteniftg^  zsAftorms^  was  plainly  de« 
ri^ed  from  Rideigh,  ami  his  idea  of  the  JtiU'* 
vexd  BenMothis^  being  an  inchanted  place^ 
which  made  evoy  mariner  avoid  it,  as  Scylla^ 
and  Charydis,  was  obviouily  taken  from  Jour- 
(bn,  when  his  tra£t  was  republifhed,  in  1613  (>(). 

Thefc 

^  Iflsknds  6t  the  Barmiidas,  as  every  man  kiwwetb,  distr 
<<  hath  he^rd)  or  read  of  tbem,  were  never  inhabited  by  any 
<*  ChriftiaiH  or  heathen^  people^  but  ever  eftcetned,  and 
^  rtpnttdj  ztoo^pr^^giouSyUidinchanUd^pJacey^SoQC^ag 
^  DOthti^  but  gufts,  ftormes,  and  ioul  weather;  which  made 
^  every  navigator  and  mariner  to  avoid  them,  as  Scylla  and 
^  Charydis,  or  as  they  would  Ihun  the  Devil  him&tfe," 

(i)   In  the  Plain  Defcriftionj  when  printed,  in  16x3, 
ibore  isafeperaddition  to  the  original  paffijge,  which  is  very 

remarkable:— 


Theie  pofitions  may  be  fupported  by  other 
fz&s,  and  confirmed  by  additionftl  reaiboings^ 
which  wUlp  at  the  fame  tii»e»  open  new 
profpedls  to  the  inquifitive  eye.  Knowing 
the  common  opinion^  diat  the  Bcrmudean  ifles 
were  enchanted,  and  governed  by  fpirits/  our 
maker  fhowed  great  judgment,  in  caufing,  by 
enchantment,  the  King's  (hip  to  be  wrecked 
on  theJiilUvex^d  Bermoothes^  with  allufions  fo 
the  fhipwreck  of  Sommers,  and  the  govern- 
ment by  ipirits.  He  goes  on  to  fhow  his 
own  contempt  for  the  marvels  of  voyage- 
writers,  in  that  age  of  voyages,  by  £iying ; 
'*  But,  the  rarity  of  it  is,  which  is  indeed 
^*  aknoft  beyond  credit ;  as  many  vouch* d  ra-* 
'*  rities  arc.''  Showing  thus  the  reditude  of 
his  own  facuhies,  he  proceeds  to  ridicule,  t^ 
the  moft  marked  farcafm,  The  Plain  Defcrip^ 

remarkable  ;<— ^  It  is  reported,  that  the  land  of  tbeBammdas 
*^  with  the  many  iflands  about  it  are  inchaaated,  and  kept 
^^  with  evil  and  wicked  fpirits;  it  is  a  moft  idle  and  &Ue 
^^  report/'— *To  this  the  writer  of  the  fupplemental  accotmt 
adds  :  <<  For,  our  incbanted  iflands  which  is  k^  as  ibme 
*^  fay  fvitb  fpiriu^  will  wrong  no  friend,  nor  foe/*  Three 
mariners,  who  had  been  left  on  Bermudas  in  1610,  were 
found  by  the  planters,  in  1612,  more  civil  than  favage^  and 
more  induftrious  than  idle  :  For,  they  bad  planted  com, 
wheat,  beans,  tobacco,  and  melons.  We  now.  fee  how 
many  hints  Siuk^)eare  gained  from  tboie  Bennudeiui 
pamphlets. 

P  p  3  tion 
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iim  of  Bermudas,  1613  (/):  *'  Though  this 
*'  ifland  feem  to  be  defcrt;— Ha,  ha,  ha! 
•*- Uninhabitable,  and  ahnoft  iriacceflible;  yet, 

<  *  * 

(/)  Who  did  not  thinks  feys  the  writer,  till  within  thcfe 
/bur  years,  but  that  thofe  iflands  had  been  rather  a  habita- 
tion of  devels,  than  fit  for  men  to  dwell  in  ?    Who  did  not 
hate  the  name,  when  he  was  on  land,  and  fhun  the  place 
•when  he  was  on  the  feas.    The  writer,  then,  fpeaks  of  the 
Mirmudas  as  deferty  yet  iays  it  was  inhabited  by  three  men  ; 
who  were  more  civil,  than  favage ;  that  they  were  furrounded 
by  dangerous  rocks,  lying  feaven  leagues  into  the  fea,  yet, 
there  are  many  good  harbours  in  it :    They  found  the  ayr  fo 
temperate,  and  the  country  fo  aboundantly  fruitful  of  all  fit 
nccefTaries  for  the  fuftentation  of  man's  life;  and  though 
this  ifland  lias  been,  and  is,  accounted,  the  moft  dangerous, 
infortunate,  and  moft  forlorne  place  in  the  world,  it  is  in 
truth,  the  richeft,  healdifulleft,  and  pleafin^g  land,  and  merely 
natural,  as  ever  man  fet  foot  upon.    The  ground  is  the  rich* 
-  eft  to  bear  fruit,  whatfoever  one  (ball  lay  on  it,  that  is  in  the 
world,  and  vexj  eafy  for  digging ;  for  it  is  zfatjandyground^ 
and  of  colour  a  brifwn  red :    Many  feeds  were  fown,  the 
cowcumber  and  the  melon  among  others,  and  they  were 
feen  above  the  ground  on  Ae  fourth  day:    They  went  into 
•  the  bird-iflands ;  and  without  Jiick^  Jlone-how^  or  gun^  they 
took  up  the  birds  with  their  hands,  fo  many  as  they  would. 
Fifh  of  every  kind  fvirarm  about  tbofc  iflands.    And  for  fuch 
extraordinary  weather,  for  thunder  and  lightning,  as  is  re- 
ported, I  can  fee  no  fuch  matter,  but  better  weather  than 
they  have  in  England  5  and,  if  vi^had  been  wet  by  wcathtr% 
■  or  by  wadlngy  we  may  lay  us  down^  fi  wet^  to  Jleep^  with  a 
palm-tree  leaf  or  two  under  us,  and  one  over  us,  and  we 
flecpfoundly,  without  any  taking. cold;  your  airs  in  Eng- 
land are  far  more  fubje£^  to  difeafes  than  thefe  iflands  are. 
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**  yet ; — He  could  not  mifs  it :  It  muft  needs 
'  *^  be  of  fubtle,  tender  and  delecate  tempe- 
"  ranee  :  Ay,  and  fubtle  :  The  air  breathes 
**  upon  us  here  moft  fweetly : — as  if  it'  had 
**  lungs,  and  rotten  ones  : — or  as  if  'twere 
^\  perfumed  by  ^  fen.  Here,  is  every  thing 
**  advantageous  to  life:— True;  lave  means 
"  to  live.  Hovi^  lufli,  and  lufly  the  grafs 
**  looks.  The  ground  is  indeed  tawr^y-^yNiiii  an 
*'  eye  of  green  in  it.  But,  the  rarity  of  it  [all] 
**  is,  that  our  garments,  being,  as  they  were, 
**  drench'd  in  the  fea,  hold,  notwithflanding^ 
'*  their  frcfhnefs." 

After  laughing,  in  this  manner,  at  fuch 
abfurd  defcriptions,  Shakfpeare  continues  to 
laugh  at  the  colonial  policy  of  that  age,  which 
made  the  colonies  fubjeft,  yet  fovereign,  de- 
pendent, yet  independent,  taxable,  yet  not 
taxable,  obedient,  yet  difobedient : — **  Had  I 
a  plantation  of  this  ifle,  fays  Gonzalo,  an 
honeji  old  counfellor^  and  "xere  the  king  of  it, 

r  the  cmnmomvealth^  I  would,  by  contraries. 

Execute  all  things :  For,  no  kind  of  trafficic. 

Would  I  admit;  no  name  <A magiftrate ; 

Letters  Ihould  not  be  known ;  no  ufe  of  fervice, 

Of  riches,  or  of  poverty;  no  contraSs, 

S\icceffioiis;  bound  of  land,  tilth,  vineyard,  none:. 

No  ufe  of  metal,  com,  or  wine,  or  oil: 

No  occupation ;  all  men  idle,  all ; 

And  women  too,  but  innocent,  and  pure: 

Nofovcrcignty:— • 

Pp4  All 
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'  AU  things^  in  common,  nature  fhould  produce^    .     » 
Without  fwcatj'or  endeavour :  trcafonj  felony, 
Sword,  pike,  knife,  gun,  or  need  of  any"  engine, 
WduUI  Wtlvive;  but  nature fbould  brii%  forth. 
Of  iu  own  kind,  all  foizon,  all  abuad4nce| 
^o  feed  my  innocent  people. 
I  wipuld  with  fuch  pcrfeSion  govern.  Sir,  * 
To  eitcdl  r*^  golden  age  (m). 

In 

.J  ^■' ' ;  ■  ".  ■  ■  ■  ■' —  ^ 

{m)  Mr,  Makme  has  clearly  fliown,  that  Gonzalo'(  dif* 
courfe,  both  in  fentimeat,  and  language,  was  borrowed  froqci 
Flori6*s  Tranfiation  of  Montaigne*s  Effhies^  which  was  pub- 
lifised,  lu  1603;  [Sbak.  voL  ii.  p.  38.]  but  our  critic  did  not 
,  .advcct  Jxi  a  mtietia|  circumftaqce,  in  this  queftion,  that  the 
fecond  edition  of  Florio'sTranflation  was  publiflied,  in  1613: 
And,  our  commentator  is  egregioufly  miftaken,  in  fup* 
pofing,  that  Shakfpearc  was  led,  by  the  perufal  of  this  book, 
to  mak6  ^efitfte  of  the  Tcmpeft  in  an  ttnfre(}uented  ifland  i  as 
I  hMVt  emoed  from  tht  Bermudean  pamphlets,  and  odier 
documentSt  though  it  is  probable,  that  Shaklpeare,  when  he 
was  writing  the  Tempeft,  in  the  winter  of  16 12-13,  ^^J 
liaVe  thrown  his  eyes  on  thp  fecond  edition  of  Florio,  and,  a$ 
lie^oiften  did,  caught  at  the  abov«*quoted  words,  which  were 
fintable  to  his  purpofe.  Shakijieare,  as  I  have  already 
ihown,  was  perfe^^ly  acquainted  with  the  catmikaUes^  before 
he  could  have  feen  that  trandation:  and  he  undoubtedly 
iawmuch  f^bout  that  man-eating  peoplcy  in  the  improved  edi- 
tion of  H»ckluj?t's  voyages,  1598-1600:  Yet,  I  think  it 
probable,  that  Shakfpeare  may  have  anagramati^ed  canibal 
into  Caliban.  1%  is,  moreover,  to  be  obferved,  that  there  is 
U  annexed  to  the  Plaine  Defcription  of  the  Bermudas,  161 3, 

i  what  woiildbe  Called,  at  prefent,  the  fundamental  ctaffiitution 

of  the  colony,  containing  fome  of  the  contrarieties,  whicli 
Shakfpeare  ridicules  j  particularly,  their  engagement  to  defend 
m^ully  the  ^ommnwi(i(tb  \ve  live  iff,  if  ^xy  fcxreign  power 

Piould 
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In  tke  Tempejl^  which  has  fo  many  refer- 
cnces  to  the  new-found,  and  new-fettled, 
wprld,  there  is  an  allufion  toz  dead  Indian,  that 
has  defied  the  commentators  Ikill.  T!rinculo 
lays,  with  more  farcafm,  than  truth,  that,  m 
England,  when  they  will  not  give  a  doit  to  re^ 
iieve  a  lame  beggar^  they  will  lay  out  ten,  to  fee 
a  dead  Indian  {n).  It  muft  be  remembered, 
that  Shakfpcare  wrote  this,  in  i644,  when  he 
was  catching  at  contemporary  topicks.  I  will 
endeavour  to  fliow  the  ftrcet,  whew  the  Iifdian 
died,   though  I   pretrnd  not  to    know  the 

ihouW  attempt  to  difpoffitis  them,— without  Jword,  pih^ 
ini/e,  or  gun.  The  opening  of  Gohzalo's  fpeech.  Had  la 
plantation  of  this  ijkj  points  his  difcourfe  to  that  enchanted 
fpot^  and  the  ftrain  of  hh  fcntitnents  fliows  how  much  his 
fercafin  was  levelled  at  the  projeds  of  colonization,  which, 
in  the  reign  of  James,  were  daily  circulated  by  the  chartered- 
companies  :  The  adventurers  to  Bermudas  werefent  out  by 
projeaors,  who  had  bought  the  Bermudas  from  the  Vir- 
ginia Company,  to  whom  the  planters  pTomikd/uhand/ervicf. 
Trevet  had  written  of  antartic  France^  or  the  Caribbee 
Wands,  before  Monuigne :  And,  Profdffor  Magini,  who 
publiflied,  in  1597,  hii  Geographiai  Vniverfae  Opus,  has 
^n  exprefs  chapter,  in  vol.  ii.  p.  291  i-^-Cambahrum,  feu 
Caribum  Infulae,  which  includes  the  whole  of  the  prefent 
Weft-Indies.  Magini  fays,  that  the  inhabitants  of  th<rfb 
iflands  arc  dark  coloured,  without  hair,  fierce,  cruel,  and 
finthropophagu 

(«)  Steeyens's  Shak.  vol*  iiL  p,  ;8. 

houie. 
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houfe,  wherein  he  was  to  be  fecn,  when  dead. 
Lord  Southampton,  and  Sir  Francis  Gorges, 
engaging  in  voyages  of  difcovery,  fent  out,  in 
1611^  two  veffels  under  the  command  of 
Harlie,  and  Nicolas,  who  failed  along  the 
New  England  coaft,  where  they  were  fome- 
times  well,  and  often  ill,  received,  by  the  na- 
tives ;  and  returned  to  England,  in  the  fame 
year,  with  five  fmjages^  on  board  {6).  In 
1614,  Captain  Smith  carried  out  to  New 
England,  one  of  thofe  favages,  named  Tantumi 
Captains  Harlie  and  Hopfba  tranfported,  in 
the  fame  year,  two  other  of  thofe  favages, 
called  Epenawy  and  Manawet\  one  of  thofe 
favages  adventured  to  the  European  continent; 
and  the  fifth  Indian^  of  whom  no  account  is 
given,  we  may  eafily  fuppofe  died  in  London, 
and  was  exhibited  for  a  (how(/).  In  1613, 
Pocahontas,  the  daughter  of  Powhatan,  the 
King  of  Virginia,  marrying  Mafter  John 
Rolf,  went  with  him  to  London,  where  flie 

{0)  Prince's  NcwEng.  Chron.  33.  Prince  is  very  dull, 
but  very  accurate.  Agawam,  where  Harlie,  and  Nicolas 
were  wdl  received  by  the  natives,  was  afterwards  called 
Southampton,  To  thokfavagiSy  Stephano  may  allude,  when 
be  fpeaks  of  favages  and  men  of  Ind.  All  America  was 
then  denominated  Ind. 

{p)  It).  39  i  Smith's  N.  £ng.  204« 

was 
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was  noticed  by  the  King  and  Queen,  was 
much  vifited  by  the  fafhionable  world;  and 
xinhappily  died  at  Gravcfend,  on  her  return  to 
her  native  kingdom,  in  1617 :  But,  Pocahon- 
tas, who  is  greatly  praifed  for  her  accomplifh- 
ments,  died  regretted  by  every  one ;  and  cer- 
tainly was  not  expofed  for  haplefs  gain  {q). 
Tht  juggling  witchcraft f  which 

«  —  lafcly  in  harbour, 

^^  [Laid]  the  King's  ffaip;  in  the  deep  (r)  nook^  vriiere  once 

«  Thou 


{q)  Stith's  Hift-  Virg.  123. 

(r)  The  before-quoted  C^tftt^^r/oM,  1594,  has  ^nooiei 
<<  corner,  or  angle:"  And,  Shakfpeaie  has  alio,  ^<»00i^///» 
<«  ifle  of  Albion/*  [Henry  5.]    In  the  Tentpeft^  Miranda 

feys,— 

^  O  my  heart  bleeds; 
**  To  thbk  o'  the  //#«»  that  I  have  tarn*d  you  xo, 
**  Which  is  from  my  remembrance/' 

Mr,  Steevens  fays  **  teen  is  forrow,  grief,  trouble.**  So 
in  Romeo  and  Juliet:  **  to  my  teen  be  it  fpoken.**  The 
contemporary  Chatueriana  explsuns  teenej  to  be  revengefuU 
wrath  \  inveterate  malia.  Mr.  Steevens  was  the  firfl^ 
who,  with  his  ufual  recollection,  ihowed,  that  Shakfpeare 
had  borrowed  the  well-known  pailkge  in  the  Tempeft^ 
which  was  converted  into  a  motto  for  his  monument,  from 
Lrord  Stirling's  Darius: 

<<  And  let  this  worldly  pomp  oar  wits  enchant, 

**  All  fades,  andfcarcely  leagues  behind  a  token,**  D  A  a  i  u  s« 

^  And,  like  this  onfubftantial  pageant, /Wr^, 

^  Leave  not  a  rack  behind  J*  Tb  m  f  i  8  t* 

The 
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^  Thou  caim  mei;^  It  midnight^  to  fetch  dew 

«  From  tbeJiilUvex'd  Bermoothes^* 
items  ftill  to  dired  tbe  T'^mpejl^  with  ArkFs 
waad,  and  hath  left  ajleep  the  commentators, 
with  a  cbarm^  join'd  to  tbeir  fuffer'd  labour. 
When  the  ever-moralizing  Gonzalo  is  com- 
forting the  King,  by  ftiowing  him,  that  otho- 
mortals  were  fubjed:  to  fimilar  fliipwreck,  he 
adds,  as  Mr.  Malone,  and  Mr.  Stecvens, 
concur  to  make  him  fpeak : 

w  — — — •— -^  Our  hint  of  woe 
«<  Is  common^  every  day»  fooie  iailor's  wife, 
«  The  maften  of  fi>me  mircbantj  and  tbe  mirchanty 
"  Have  jull  our  theme  of  woe." 
Seeing  the  difficulty,  Mr.  Malone  {hut  his 
eyes  {/).   The  vigilance  of  Mt.  Steevens  law 
fome  corruption^  in  the  paffage,  while  his  acu- 
men tried,  with  unlucky  diligence,  to  purge 
this  choler^  without  letting  blood.    **  Wc  muft 
"  fiippofe,''  he  remarks,  ^*  thatby«»^rxour 
^  author  means  the  owners  of  a  merchant  ihip, 
**  or  the  officers  to  whom  the  navigation  of  it 

The  comparifon  of  thefe  fimilar  paflages  demonftrateS) 
that  my  amendment  of  rack.^  which  is  only  a  mifprint  Ssx 
r^f^r>  was  right;  and  that  Shakfpeare  meant  only  to  fay,  as  I 
have  obferved,  that  this  globe  would  fade,  and  leave  not  a 
token  behind. 

(5)  Sbat  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  33. 

"  bad 
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•*  had  been  trufted  (/)/'  Yet,  the  eofruption 
will  be  found  not  to  fefter  in  the  word  majlers^ 
fb  much  as  in  the  non fenfe»  merchant^  and 
tlK  merchant.  I  will  print,  and  painty  Gon* 
zalo's  fpccch,  which  contain3  ufeful  confola- 
tioHi  as  I  prefun^  to  think  Sh^kfpeare  in* 
tended  it  fhould  be  underflood :-~ 

"  Bofcech  you>  Sir,  he  merry ;  You  have  c^e; 

«  So,  have  we  all,  of  joy :  for,  our  efcape 
,      **  Is  much  beyond  our  lofs :  Our  hint  of  woe 

^  Is  coQAiruin ;.  every  day,  fonic  fiiflor's  wife;  * 

^  The  majier  of  fome  nurchant^man ;  the  merchant; 

^  Have  juft  our  theme  of  woe:  .bu^  for  die  miracle; 

*^  I  niean  our  prcfervation,  few»  in  miUions, 

^  Can  fpeak,  like  us:  then,  wifdy,  good  Sir,  weigh 

^  Our  forrow  with  our  comfort/' 
As  this  fine  fpccch  is  now  printed,  and  pointed^ 
the  rhythm^  and  ihtreaforl,  go  hand-and-hand 
together.  Shakfpeare  was  thinking,  in  thp 
concrete  form,  of  the  faUor's  wifej  not  ^whes  ; 
of  the  merchant y  not  merchants :  And,  if  pro- 
priety require,  that  we  (hould  continue  his. 
concatenation  of  thought,  wc  muft  fay  the 
majier  of  fome  merchant -man,  not  majiers  of 
fome  merchant-men.  We  now  perceive,  that 
this  faulty  line  was  corrupted,  by  con- 
founding letters,  at  the  prefs,    [S,  S,]  and 

(/)  Shak.  1 79 J,  vol.  iii.  p,  52. 

mi^rinting 
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mifprinting    merchant    andy    for    mercbmU' 
man  («). 

The  punBuation  of  Shakfpeare's  text  is  cer-* 
tainly  in  the  power  of  every  commentator^  as 
Johnfon  obferved,  though  the  pradtice  muft 
be  regulated,  by  the  context,  and  the  prin- 
ciple governed,  by  fyftem.  This  is  a  curious 
fubjedt,  if  it  did  not  apply  fo  pertinently  to 
the  Studies  of  Shakfpeare.  The  celebrated 
Caxton  introduced  with  the  typographic  art 

(«}  Nautical  language  was  not  very  fiuniliar  to  die 
printers  of  that  age :  For,  we  may  fee,  in  Hackluyt's 
Vopges,  conftant  apologies,  by  the  writers  of  his  ac- 
counts, for  ufing  iailors'  terms.  It  was,  however,  com- 
mon, as  wt  may  learn  from  that  curious,  and  inftru&ive, 
colleflion,  to  call  a  Jbip  of  war^  a  man  of  war^  a  French 
Jhipy  a  Frenchman,  a  Hamburgh  fhip,  a  Hamburger,  a 
vtdualling  (hip,  a  vUiualUr :  But,  in  glancing  my  fpec- 
faded  eyne  over  thofe  voyages,  I  did  not  fee  mercbant^many 
for  a  merchant-(hip.  We  all  know  how  happily  our 
maktr  could  compound  words,  as  when  he  fays  i  ^  And, 
"  not  one  veflel  *fcape  the  merchant-marring  rocks." 
[Merchant  of  Venice.]  And,  the  genius  of  Shakfpcarc 
only  improved,  with  his  ufual  hapfMnefe,  the  exifting  phrafe- 
dogy,  when  he  called  a  merchant-^^,  a  merchant-mtfA ; 
a  term,  which  from  diat  epoch,  has  continued  in  our  naval 
language.  Mafler  was  the  appropriate  word  for  the  com- 
mander of  a  merchant-man,  as  we  may  learn  from  Hack-* 
luyt,  and  indeed  from  the  opening  fcene  of  the  Tempefi^  in 
which  the  chief  officer  is  called  the  majier  bodi  by  die 
boatfwain,  and  the  King, 

the 
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the  Roman  pointing,  as  it  was  afed>  oh  the  * 
continent,  by  the  original  race  of  printers  (t;).- 
Berthelet,  the  *^  printer  unto  the  Kinges  noble 
**  grace,"  who  began  to  print,  in  1529,  and* 
died,  in  1555,  feems  to  me,  to  have  been  the 
firft,  who  introduced  the  modern  points,  with 
the  exception  of  the  femicolon.    In  this  ftate, 
the  practice  of  pointing  continued,  when  the 
learned  Hart,  the  Chefter-Heralt,  publifhed- 
his  Orthographic,  in  1 569  ;    and  Shakfpeare 
was  beginning  to  prattle  wildly.    In  a  parti-* 
cular  fedtion,  Hart  *'  brieflye  writes  of  diftinc- 
"  tion  ;  or  pointing,  which  (well  obferved)- 
*^  maye  yeelde  the  matter,  much  the  readier 
'*  to  the  fenfes,  as  well  to  the  eie  as  to  the 
•*  eare.   P"or  it  fheweth  us  how  to  reft  :  when 
**  the  fentence  continueth,  and  when  it  cnd- 
*^  cth  :    how  to  underftande  what  is  written, 

[v)  Plnfon,  the  dlfciple  oi  CzKton^vfho  bad  the  honour  t(»» 
introduce  the  Reman  letter,  printed,  without  the  yere^  ^  Af- 
"  cenfius  declynfyons  with  the  playne  expofition,'*  a  gram- 
matical trad,  which  treats,  among  other  topicks,  ^^  Of  die 
«  craft  of  poynting,"  A  (hort  extrad  will  (how  the  manner 
of  our  firft  printers :  "  Therbe  fiue  maner  poyntys  /and  di** 
«  uifios  moft  vfide  with  cunnyng  men:  the  which  /if  they 
«t  be  wel  vfid:  make  the  fentens  very  Hght/  and  tfy  to  be 
«^  vnderftod  both  to  the  reder  /  and  the  hercr.  &  they  be 
**  thefe :  virgil  /  come  /  parethefis  /  playnt  point  /  and  in- 
^  tcrrogatif."    [Herb.  Typ.  An.  vol.  i.  p.  301.] 

''  and' 
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^  and  is  not  needeful  to  the  fentence :  what 
^  fome  tranflatour  or  new  writer  of  a  worke, 
^*  doth  adde  more  than  the  author  did  at  firft 
*^  write:  and  alfo  what  fentence  is  afldng  : 
•*  and  what  is  wondering :  their  number  is 
**  feuen,  whofe  figures  folow.  The  firfl  marked 
**  thus[,]  Camma^  and  is  in  reading  the  fliorteft 
**  reft.  The  fecond  marked  thus  [:]  Colon j 
*•  which  Ihows  that  there  is  more  to  come. 
**  And  the  laft  of  thefe  three  is  a  pricke 
*^  thus  [.\  oiperiodj  to  iignify  the  end  of  a 
"  perfect  fentence. — T\\^  parentbejis  [  ()  ] 
**  which  fignifieth  interpofition.— No  more  do 
**  I  fay  of  the  interrogative  [  ?  ]  or  admira- 
«♦  tive  [  !  ]  but  that  they  are  moft  full  fcn- 
**  tences  of  themfelves.  There  refteth  yet  to 
**  faye  fomewhat  of  thefe  laft  [],  which  differ 
"  from  the  proprietie  of  the  parentbejis  :  for 
**  it  is  never  ufed  of  the  author,  but  in  tran- 
•*  flations,  commentaries,  and  expofitions/' 

Thus  far  the  intelligent  Chefter-Heralt ! 
Now;  it  is  apparent,  that  he  does  not  notice 
iSlMfemkohn^  any  more  than  if  it  did  not  exift: 
In  fadt,  it  did  not  exift,  at  that  epoch.  BuUo-- 
kars  Booke  for  the  Amendment  of  Orthographie 
for  Englijb  Speech  [1580]  docs  not  make  any 
ufe  of  xh^femicolon^  although  he  has  the  other 
points,  which  were  recommended  by  Hart: 
5  Neither 
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Neither  dots  Stockwood^  ih  his  Et^I^  Acd^ 
dence^  1590^  recognize  the  femicolon,  either, 
by  his  pra&ice^  or  inftrudion.  Add  to  all  Cholb 
fa£ts^  that  TUb  Bible »  which  was  prificed,  itt 
1592,  by  the  Deputies  of  Chriftephiir  Barker* 
printer  td  the  Qaefene's  moft  excellent  Ma*- 
jeftie,  is  not  pointed  with /emtcobns^  though  it 
be  printed  with  appropriate  accuracy! 

We  are  hcfw  arrired,  by  an  illuftrative  pro* 
grefs^  It  the  epochs  when  Shakfpeare  began 
to  write  for  the  world.  And,  it  is  a  queftion, 
which  is  curious  in  itfetf,  and  may  be  ufefuL 
in  the  refult,  how  our  great  majler  pointed 
his  immortal  dramas.  He,  undoubtedly,  had 
read  the  Orthographies  of  Hart,  and  Bullokar^ 
though  he,  probably,  did  not  regard  them 
with  approbation,  as  far  at  leaft,  as  they  pro« 
pofed  innovations.  In  Lovei  Labours  Lofty 
1594,  our  dramatift  fpeaks,  contemptuoully, 
of  **  fuch  rockers  of  orthography^  as  to  fpeak, 
**  ioutj  fine,  when  they  fhould  fay  doubt:'* 
In  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  1 600,  Shakfpeare 
reiterated  his  farcafm,  by  making  Benedidt  fay; 
"  He  was  wont  to  fpeak  plain,  and  to  the  pur- 
^^  pofb,  like  an  honed  man,  and  a  foldier;  but| 
^*  now  he  is  turned  Ortbograpber  \  his  words 
•'  are  a  very  fantaftical  banquet,  juft  fd  many 
"  ftrange  diihes ;"  And,  it  was,  indeed,  very 

Qji  fantaftkal 
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fdntajlical  in  BuHokar  to  propofe  the  change 
di  the  cftabliflbcd  fpclling,  the  new  modelling 
of'^the  whole  praSice  of  printing,  and  the 
Gftiti/e  alteration  of  the  founder's  types.  From 
th^ie  confiderations,  we  may  rationally  infer, 
that  Shakfpeare  pointed  his  dminas  on  the 
principles  of  Hart,  without  femicolons,  ahd 
without  regarding  the  innovations,  which,  at 
that  epoch,  began  to  gain  ground  on  former 
pra^ice*  It  is  equally  reafcHiable  to  fuppofe, 
that  Spenfcr's  ufege  was  the  {w)  fame  i  as  both 
thofe  great  poets  concurred^  in  oppofmg  inno- 

(»)  The  firft  edition  of  The  Fatrie  ^leene^  I590>  hs^ 
ihifimicolon  fometimes  introduced  by  Ponfonbic,  the  printer; 
for  Spenfcr  was  at  a  diftance  from  the  prcfs  :  and,  there  is 
not  a  femicdon  either  in  his  prefatory  letter  to  Raleigh,  or 
in  the  recommendatory  verfes  by  Raleigh  and  others  to 
Spenfer.— Such  was  the  progrefs  of  Uteraturei  in  the  age 
of  Shakfpeare,  that  when  Charles  Butler  publiQied  his  £n- 
grtfty  Grammar^  in  1633,  he  treated  particularly  Of  Points  \ 
and  fhows  diftinftly,  that  the  femicolorr  had  been  then  intro- 
duced into  our  pm&iccy  and  was  perfedly  underftood : 
^  Se/mcoUfty  fays  he,  is  a  point  of  imperfeft  fenfe,  in  the 
'^  middle  of  a  colon^  or  period :  commonly,  when  it  is  a 
•^  compound  axiom ;  whofe  parts  are  joined  together,  by  a 
"  double,  and  fometime  by  a  fingle  conjunSion :  and  it  con- 
*'  tinues  the  tenour  or  tone  of  the  voice  to  the  laft  word, 
«  with  a  £Qion  p«;fe:  As  Rom.  xi.  16.  If  the  firft  fruit  be 
«*  holy ;  the  lump  is  holy  :  and  if  the  root  be  holy ;  fo  are 
_«  ihe  branches."' 

vations 
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Tatido$  in  languagt;>   and  in  obftriiding  the 
changes  of  life. 

•  Whatever  there  may  be  in  thofe  truths,  cer- 
tain it  is>  that  fyftematic  pointing  is  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  the  text  of  Shakfpcare, 
both  for  the  clearnefs  of  his  fenfe,  and  the 
energy  of  his  ftyle.  For  the  attainment  of 
thofe  objedls,  fomething  has  been  done,  thoufgh 
with  not  much  fuccefs.  Bat,  it  would  be 
invidious  to  apply  too  rigid  ruled  to  the  prac- 
tical failures  of  felf-fufficiency,  while  a  great 
deal  depends  on  the  context,  and  not  a  little 
upon  tafte.  One  example  (hall,  however,  be 
given,  to  illuftrate  difquifition,  rather  than  to 
corredt  praftice.  Mr.(ix)Malone,  and  Mn 
{y)  Steevens  concur^  in  giving  the  well-known 
fpeech  of  Gonzalo,  as  follows  : — '*  That  our 
**  garments,  being  as  they  were,  drendh'd  in 
"  the  fea,  hold  notwithftanding  their  freih- 
"  nefs,  and  gloflcs;  being  father  new  dy*d, 
'•  than  ftain'd  with  fait  water."  Now;  for 
want  of  a  comma,  after  JboM^  and  another, 
after  notwitbjianding,  the  fenfe  is  obfcured, 
and  the  ftyle  enfeebled  :  Compare  the  fame 
fpeech  with  itfelf,  as  pointed,  in  the  following 
manner:—"  That  our  garments,   being  as 

{ft)  Shak.  vol.  i.  part  li.  p.  35. 
(j')  Shak.  1793)  vol.  iii.  p.  55. 
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*f  they  were^  xir^Bch- 4^  in  tt)9  fea,  hol(}»  not-  ' 
**  withftandingy  [their  drenching]  tfa^ir  {rtfhr 
'^  nefSf  and  glofles;  being  rather  oeW  d/d, 
'5  than  fiaio'd>  wi^h  i^lt  w^tpr."  Recent  ex* 
aaiples  hare  evinced^  with  fufficient  convic- 
tion, (hat  the  te^t  of  Shak^)paie  is  not  yet  let* 
tied :  An^f  thif  iniUnce  affords  equal  proof, 
if  a  thoufajid  paf&ges  did  not  confirm  it^  that 
the  punAu^tion  of  Shakfpeare  may  ftill  be 
improved  by  the  help  of  the  fcholars,  anti- 
quarieSy  an4  heralds,  %yhofip  imputed  igno- 
rance, the  commentators  ar^  (ludious  to  pro«- 
cl^im.  Buti  of  Shakfpeare,  and  his 'editors, 
there  is  no  end  -,  of  admiratbn  of  the  one^  or 
of  corredtion^.of  the  others.  The  Believers 
will  Ijubmit  to  a  candid  coujt  the  foregoing 
fpecimens,  few  as  they  are,  to  flaov^^  bow  well 
ti^ey  could  write  annotations  on  that  great 
poet,  if  they  were  to  ferve  a  thirty-years 
apprenticefhip  to  fo  uleful  a  trade  {z). 

When 

(z)  As  a  confinnatton  of  th^  l^timo|it^  the  believcrt 
v^ill  fubmit  one  more  note^^  £very  one  knows  hoi^  muck 
learning  has  been  wafted  oa  the  cur,  Brache.  [MaL  Shaic 
vol,  iii.  p.  245.]  In  Dugdaile's  fiar.,vQl*i.  p.  2^64^  tbere  is 
mentioa  of  a  Charter  bj  I^obert^Eflurlof  Fcrra%  in  die  4|(t 
oi  Henry  3d ;  granting  "  to  Sir  Walter  Releg«  aind  Ks  heinr 
"  liberty  to  hunt  apd  courip  thfj,  fcx.  and  lvM«  within  the 
«  prccinds  of  his  for<;ft  of  Ncedwoo4>  nyit^  eight  Brccbes^ 

«  and 
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Wb6n  we  fook  back  oit  th^  fladibs  of 
Shakfpeare,  we  may  readily  percelvt,  th&t  the 
pdtt,  who  could,  in  fivc-and- twenty  yearSr 
produce  five-and-thirty  drafhas,  heve^  h^d  lei- 
ilire  for'*  the  fuperintendence  of  a  playhoufe," 
whatever  Mr.  Malone  may  fay,  Mr.  Steevens 
repeat^  or  the  Mtfcellaneaus  Papers  re-echo  {a). 
Shakfpeare  never  Was  the  manager  of  bis  onvti- 
theatre^  if  we  may  believe  record-evidence, 
rather  than  loofe  aflertion.  The  council^re-' 
gillers,  and  the  office-book  of  Sir  Heniy 
Herbert,  concuf  to  demonftrate,  that  He- 
minges  had  the  fitpertniendence  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain^s  company,  and  was  the  Manager 
of  the  Globe.  When  the  licenfe  wa«  grantfcd 
to*  the  players,  in  1603,  Shakfpeare  was  not 
placed  at  the  head<^  the  lift,  Ri- 1605,  PhiU 
lips  regarded  our  poet  as  a  feUow-y  in  1616, 

<  S9id  four  greyhounds." — Crompton  on  Courts,  1594^ 
>.  167 ;  treating  of  what  beafts  a  man  may  take  in  the  fbreft, 
&ys :  ''  It  is  no  matter  how  he  do  take  them,  whether  it  be  by 
**  hounds,  brackets^  or  by  engins,"  The  believers  concur  with 
Mr.  Steevens,  that  Brachy  merriman,4iieanr  merely  oierri- 
man,  tkt  Brack :  And,  what  it  immediately  added  ofthcdgffi' 
'  motitVd  bra^h  (hows^  that  Shakfpeare  underftood  the  word 
in  the-  fenfe  of  Earl  Fenrers's  Charter,  as  a  deep^moutb*d 
hound^  and  not  a  gre}'hound.  The  brackets  were  probably 
litde'hotinds,«r  b^gks. 

{a)  Mai.  Shak.  vol.  i.  pact  i.  p.  265  \    Steevens's  Sbak* 
?793»  voI,i.  p.  477* 

(^q3.        Shakfpeare 


f^t  Jh   APOLOGY       [Of  TUf  Stv^im 

Shaltfpeare  confidered  iiimff^lf  as  a  fell&w  : 
Aod>  when  th^  player  editors  dedicated  fai$ 
dramas  to  the  Earls  of  Pc;nibroke,  and  Mont* 
gqmery,  they  call  him  by  the  equal  appella- 
tion of  their  friend^  and  fellow.  The  ftudics 
of  Shakfpeare,  diligent^  and  attentive,  as  they 
vere,  appear  thus  to  have  been  never  inter^ 
Fupted  by  the  fuperintendence  of  a  playboufe. 

The  ftudies  of  Sbakfpe^re  were  as  little 
obftrudfced)  by  his  attendance  at  courts  as  they 
were,  at  any  tirpe,  hy  his  vcxation$i,  as  the 
tnanag^r  of  a  theatre.  His  editors  have  too 
eafily  admitted  the  affertion,  that  Shakfpeare 
was  a  cofirt^poet.  While  he  was  yet  animated 
by  better  kope^  our  poctaddreffed  his  fugrdfon- 
nets  to  Qu^en  Eli:?abeth :  Bpt,  he  did  not,  like 
Churchyard,  follow  the  court  from  London  tq 
Npnvich,  and  fropi  Norwich  to  Hampton- 
court  ;  nor,  like  Ben  Johnfon,  daily  drudge, 
in  providing  mafipies^  and  niammets,  for  the 
unadvifid  revel  of  a  new  reign.  As  a  man  of 
the  world,  Shakfpeare  QxA^garniJJyd  and  deck' d^^ 
in  modeji  C9mp/iment,  his  ncw-years  gijfts,  when* 
he  iifs*d  htsfovereign's  hand  i  or  as  a  dramatift 
merely  caught  at  temporary  topic^s,  to  plcafe 
the  million.  But,  of  his  adulatory  verfes  to  the 
greats  if  we  exclude  the.  fonnets,  we  have 
hardly  any  evidence ;  and  of  his  encomiaftic 

verfes 
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verfcs^  to  feUaw  poets,  we  have  icarcely  an 
example,  as  the  editors  have,  indeed,  re- 
marked. 4 

The  lludies  of  Shakfpeare  appear,  to  have 
gained  him,  in  his  own  age,  lefs  diftingoifhed 
patronage,  than  popular  applaufe,  and  reafon- 
able  profit.  For  his  fonnets,  he  feems  not  to 
have  obtained,  from  the  thrifty  Elizabeth,  any 
greater  rccompcnce,  than  her  efijiolary  praife^ 
which  /*  the  worlds  volume  is  valued  npthtng. 
The  letter  of  King  James^  in  our  poet's  com-* 
mendation,  has  only  induced  unbelievers  to 
mock  at  an  ancient  tradition.^  The  celebrated 
patronage  of  Lord  Southampton  was  too  much 
cumber'd,  with  domejiick  fury^  and  fierce  civil 
ftrife^  to  yield  the  poet  and  tie  player  aught,  but 
fad  invention.  Whether  Lord  Effex  v^ere' 
the  patron  of  Shakfpeare,  amidft  his  gidafy 
courfes^  I  doubt,  if  there  be  any  evidence,  what« 
ever  Mr.  Malone  may  have  found.  But,  we 
have  pofitive  evidence,  that  the  incomparable 
paire  of  brethren^  William,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
and  Philip,  Earl  of  Montgomery,  did  prcfkcute 
'With  much  favour  our  poet's  dramas^  and  their 
author  living  {b).  We  have  already  fcen  fatis- 
factory  proof,  although  the  editors  are  iilent, 

{h)  The  Placer  Editors  Dedica^on.^  ^; 

Qjj4  that 
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that  the  E^rl  of  Pembrpke»  as  Lord  Chaiohert 
kia,  endeaKOuicd  to  pc'oted:  his  writiogs  from 
furrepfitious  publication,  and  tried  to  tranfmit 
h|i  fame  to  etet^al^date. 
^  We  are  now  arrived  at  the  memorable  epoch, 
whep   Shakipeare-s  writings  were  delivered 
p  ver  to  tbi  baokJkH^rs^  who  aib  fbe  great  patrons ^ 
in  modern  timeS)*   The  puhlica|ioa  of  four  Jblid 
(editions  of  ShaJifpfiare'S  draonu,  durxqg  twa« 
andriixty  p^rj$  of  civil  wars»  exploded  paftimes, 
and  of  cbangsful  f^(hiop5,  evince,  that  our 
poet  continued  to  ^idiilarate  the  ancient  halk; 
tp.Jhahe  off  (kwny  Jkep,  death* s  counterfeit ^  asid 
tQ  help  hh  votaries  to  look  on.  (^atb  it/elf.  But, 
i)(  V^s  not  among,  the  gay,  alone,  that  Shak- 
.  ipeare  fpund  peruial,  or  among  the  ierjous^ 
that  h$  cnfotced.  adcriiration :    The  learned 
yiblded  him  a.tribvite  of  apphufe^  which Js  of 
^gi^pi*  value  far,  than  the  encomiaflic  verfes, 
whi9K  the  editors  have  been  diligent  to.  col^* 
le^«     It  was  at  Oxford,  where  a  dramatic 
t^e  of  a  very  different  kind  prevailed,  than 
atLoNQo^.;  and  where  that  tribute  was  paid, 
by  the  aw£|^  of  learning,  to  the  ef&i£ons  of 
genius.      ^^A  great  deal  of  fa)fe  wit,    and- 
^^  fcnrced  humour,  which  had.been  the  delight 
?*  of  our  metropolitan  multitude,  was  only 
f?  rated  there*   [Oxford]  at  its  bare  intrinfic 
I  •*  value  ^ 
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'^  value;  apphule  wa3  not  to  be  pqrcbafQd 
♦*  there,  but  by  the  true  fterling,  ths  falAtti^ 
^*  cum  of  a  genius :  Shakfpeare  and  Johniba 
*•  had  there  a  fort  of  dajjical  authority  j  for 
*'  whofe  mafterly  fccncs  they  feemed  to  have 
^*  as  implicit  a  reverence,  as  formerly,  for.  the 
^^  Ethicks  of  AriHiotle  %  And  were  as  incapablo 
'^  of  allowing  moderns  to  be  their  competitors^ 
^*  as  of  changing  their  academical  habits^ 
y  for  gaudy  colours,  or  embroidery  (c)/'-~ 
Jl^t,  of  commendation,  both  in  verfb^  and 
jwt)fc,  let  this  fuffice:  **  The  rather  will  I 
^  fpare  vt^  praiies  towards,  him;  knowing 
"  him  is  enough !" 

While  Shakfpeare  was  tbuft  admire^  by. 
the  karned,  during  a  period,  wheQ  the  editorft 
will  hardly  allow,  that  he  was  read,  an  e(£jtion 
of  his  works  was  undertaken  by  Rowc.  He  Ik^ 
bcenclamouroujly  hlamed^  {zjsJJohnCon^Jbrnatjfwr'^ 
forming  "what  he  did  not  undertake.  He  engaged 
to  publifh  the  works  of  Shakfpeare ;  yet,  he  only^ 
gave in^^ volumes,  the  ^r^/o^/of  Shakfpeare :  In 

{c)  Such  is.  tfae^  tcftimpqy  of|  C^7;Cibberi  who  is  an 
indubitable  witnefs,  for  fuch  a  fa£t  [Apology,  385.}  As 
the  dramatical  hiftorian  of  his  9wn  times^  he  is  fpeaking^  of 
the  reigas  of  King  WiUiani,  and  Queen  Ann^  when  fuch 
^prfbip  was  offered  to  Shakfpeare,  atOxford. 

/even 
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Jeven  volmnes,  fays  Mr.  (ji)  Malonc,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the-  firft  page,  and  the  lad,  which 
ipcak  ofjix.  But,  whence  this  averment  againft 
the  record?  The  anfwer  is,  beedlefs  attention 
to  X^  autjide  of  books.  Edmond  Curl!,  feeing 
with  quicker  eyes,  added  to  the  fix  z.fpuriQus 
volume,  in  1710,  con  lifting  of  Shakfpeare's 
Mifcellaneous  Poems,  with  critical  remarks. 
Pope,  Hanmer,  and  Warburton  5  all  engaged 
to  publifh  the  works  of  Sbakfpeare,  without 
performing  what  they  undertook :  And,  they 
all  fecni  to  have  thought  very  feebly  of  truths 
$nd  Very  contemptuouily,  oi  the  dull  duty  of  an 
editor.  Theobald,  by  having  Pope  for  his  ene- 
tny^  has  alone  ejcaped^  with  reputation^  from  this 
undertaking 'y  although  he  too  engaged  to 
publiih  the  works  of  Shakfpeare,  and  perform- 
ed his  engagement,  by  reprinting  only  his 
dramas.  Theobald's  edition,  in  1733,  may 
be  confidcred  as  a  national  work :  For,  it  was 
fupported  by  a  numerous  lift  of  fubfcribers  ;  of 
all  that  were  high  in  rank,  dignified  by  virtue, 
eminent  in  place,  refpedtable  for  learning,  and 
amiable  in  life  :  Walpole  took^  fets  of  the 
royal  paper,  exclufive  of  the*  copies,   which 

{d)  Shakfpeare,  vol.  i.  part  i^  p.  230. 

were 
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were  fubfcribcd  for  by  his  family  {e).  Of 
this  general  concurrence,  let  not  the  purity  be 
fufpcded,  by  fuppofing  that,  in  the  veneration 
for  Shakfpcare,  and  fupport  of  Theobald,  there 
may  have  been  a  little  enmity  to  Pope,  who 
had  lately  indulged,  in  quaffing  Engliili  ale — 
unexeis*d  by  kings. 

This  fpirit  of  admiration  fpread  into  Scot- 
land, and  into  Ireland,  The  editions,  which 
were  publifhed  there,  are  treated  zsfpurious  by 
Mr.  Malone,  though  I  know  not  the  caufe. 
In  I753f  the  bookfellers  of  Edinburgh  pub- 
Jifhed  the  works  of  Shakfpeare ;  in  which  the 
beauties  obferved  by  Pope,  Warburton,  and 
Dod  are  pointed  out ;  together  with  the  au- 
thor's life,  a  gloflary,  indexes,  and  a  lift  of 
the  various  readings,  in  eight  volumes.  They 
too  profeffed  to  publifti  the  works ^  though 
they  only  intended  to  rc-publiOi  the  dramas  of 
Shakfpeare.  But,  the  great  fault  of  this  ele* 
gant  edition  confifts,  in  paying  more  regard  to 
Pope,  than  to  Theobald,  and  adopting  for  the 
text  the  whimfies  of  Warburton.  The  glojfary 
might,  perhaps,  be ufefuHy  preferred  to  the glof- 
farial  index  of  the  late  editions,  which,  whatever 

[e)  The  fubfcribert  nances  were  properly  publiflied  in  the 
iirft  edition  6f  Tti^obald,  but  unfitly  ie|t  out  of  the  fubfequei\t 
coitions. 

my 
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may  have  been  its  original  value,  has,  in  the 
progrefs  of  improvement,  been  fupcrfeded,  by 
a  fimitar  work"  of  greater  ufefulnefs :  Ayf- 
cough's  index  is,  indeed,  of  fuch  value,  that 
the  ftudent  of  Shakfpeare  cannot  ealily  be 
without  what  is  fb  helpful  to  the  ignorant,  and 
commodious  to  the  fkilful.  "  The  diftin- 
guifhcd  charafter  of  Shakfpeare,  as  a  dra- 
matic writer,  the  great  demand  for  his 
**  works,  among  the  learned  and  polite,  and 
^^  a  laudable  zeal  for  promoting  home  manufac^ 
•*  turesl'  fays  the  Edinburgh  editor,  "  were 
f*  the  principal  motives  for  undertaking  an 
••  edition  of  his  works  in  Scotland/'  This 
htidahle  zealhz^  feldom  been  avowed,  thou^ 
it  always  has  its  inftiiencial  ihare,  in  every 
edition  of  Shakfpeare.  Thus  the  fhidies  of 
Shakfpearej,  in  addition  to  their  other  merits, 
have  greatly  promoted  home  manufaSlures. 
But,  here  mujl  our  revels  end  ! 

Such  is  the  Appendix^  to  the  fupplemental 
Apology f  which  the  believers  prefume  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  true  decijion  of  this  equitable  court. 
They  were  accufed,  as  it  will  be  eafily  re- 
inembcrcd,  oi  knowing  nothing  oftheftudies  qf 
Sb^peare^  a  fubjed^  which,  though  allowed, 
by  th«ir  acx)afer,.to  be  fufficiently  obicure,.hs)s 
|>een  little  enlightenedj,  by  his  labours.    Their 

apology 
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apology  is,  that  they  have  been  able,  without 
pretenfions  to  knowledge,  to  throw  new  lights 
on  the  more  retired  ftudies  of  Shakfpeare  j  that 
they  have  illuftrated  the  dark,  anddifintangled 
the  knotty  j  that  they  have  even  had  the  luck, 
rather  than  the  talents,  to  reaify  the  Aa/Zuci^ 
natiotu  of  their  accufer  himfelf,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  pretences  to  accuracy.  In  thefe 
views  of  their  apology,  they  will,  with  hope, 
fubmit  to  this  court  that. 

'*  Now  muft  }aur  (onfcitnce  their  acquhtanet  feal." 

S  XII 

The  general   CONCtUSION. 

The  queftion,  which  is  now  under  the  coa- 
confideration  of  this  court,  is  not  without  its 
importance,  whether  it  relate  to  the  reputation 
of  the  icholara,  antiquaries,  and  heralds,  in 
pretending  to  judge  of  a  fubjed;  that  they  did 
not  underftand  ;  or  it  refer  to  the  chara^r 
of  their  accufer,  in  bringing  a  charge,  and 
cafting  imputations,  that  be  has  &iled  to 
{upport. 

In  an  age  of  difcovery,  when  the  minds  of 
intelligent  men  are  inflamed  with  an  ardour 
of  inquiry,  MifceUanems  Papers^  which  wew 
attributed  to  Shakfpeare,  were  exhibited  t© 
tbQcyeofcuriofity,  and  oflfercd  to  thejudg.- 

ment 
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ment  of  intelleft,  with  all  the  appearances  of 
age,  and  the  ufual  concomitants  of  authenti- 
city. The  believers  applied  to  thofc  Papers 
the  feme  maxims  of  inveftigation^  as  arc  fafely 
ufed  in  daily'life ;  becaufe  they  are  natural  to 
man  :  And,  they  were  thus  induced  to  argue 
of  and  concerning  thofe  papers,  upon  principles 
of  PROBABILITY  ;  becaufe  religion^  laWyZvA 
life  admit  of  no  other  principles  of  reafoning, 
than  thofe  of  probability.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  public  accufer  argued  wholly  from 
fuggeftions  of  possibility^  continually  cry- 
ing out,  without  infpedlion,  or  examination, 
that  thofc  Mifcellaneous  Papers  could  not  pof- 
Jibly\yz  genuine.  The  parties  are  at  iffue  upon 
this  point.  And  the  believers  fubmit  to  this 
court,  that  they  are  rights  and  he  is  wrong  i 
becaufe,  the  fame  logic,  and  philofophy,  which 
are  always  applied  to  phyficsy  and  metapb^s^ 
muft  neceffarily  be  applicable  to  Shakfpearci 
and  his  editors. 

But,  waving  fuch  confiderations,  the  pub- 
lic accufer  infifts,  "  that  there  is  no  external 
**  evidence,  that  can  give  any  credibility  to 
"  thofe  manufcripts,  or  entitle  them  to  a  fc* 
**  rious  confideration."  The  believers  arc 
now  at  ifllie  on  afa£i.  Without  difputing 
with  him,  at  this  late  bour^  about  what  is 

properly 
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properly  external  evidence i  they  fubmit,  that 
the  vaft  volume  of  PrplegomeTm,  which  is  now 
prefixed  to  the  dramas  of  Shakfpeare,  is  ex-- 
temcd  evidence ;    particularly  thofc  documents^ 
whence  Mr.  Malone  inferred  himfclf,  and  in- 
duced others  to  infer,  that  Mifcellaneous  Papers 
of  Shakfpeare  do  exift,  and  may  yet  be  found; 
the  confeflion  of  faith  of  John  Shakfpeare  is 
external  evidence ;  the  Sonnets,  which  were 
addrefled  by  Shakfpeare  to  Elizabeth,  are  ex- 
ternal evidence;  every  document ,  which,  forming 
no  part  of  the  Mifcellaneous  Papers  exhibited, 
could  induce  the  believers  to  argue  upon  prin- 
ciples of  probability,  is  external ovx^xic^^  what- 
ever illogical  minds  may  think  upon  the  point. 
When  the  Mifcellaneous  Pupers  paffed  from 
Norfolk-ftreet  to  the  worlds  every  one  could 
examine  at  leifure,  what   they  had  fcen  in 
hafte,  .01:  heard  of  from  report.    The  public 
accuftr  now  racked  their  orthography*^    criti- 
cifed  their  language ;  and  examined  their  dates. 
The  believers    again  jojined   ilfue  with  him 
on  thefe  points  :    They  have  met  him  face  to 
face,  and  foot  to  foot :  To  this  co.urt  they  fub- 
mit,  that  they  have  rediijied  his  own  dates ;  that 
thqy  have  difproved  his  allegations,  about  the 
language  of  Shakfpeare's  age ;  that  they  have 

fhown. 
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flbowfi,  there  was,  in  that  period,  fto  fyftem 
of  orthography,  which  cx)ald  fonri  ^ftanditrd. 
If,  on  thofe  feveral  heads  of  difcuffion,  the 
l^ublic  accufer  did  not  know,  that  his  aflfertions 
were  ungrounded,  he  comes  with  a  very  bad 
grace  into  this  court  to  afk  for  judgn^ent 
againd  others,  on  an  accufetion  of  ign^r^mce  : 
If  he  did  know,  that  his  affertions  were 
groundlefs,  he  c6mes  with  a  ftill  worfe  grace 
to  pray  for  funifliment  of  others  on  a  charge 
of  crimes. 

Tlie  public  accufer,  however,  confidently 
accufcd   the   believers  of  ignorance  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  Stage ;    of  their  ignorance  of 
the  ftudies  of  Shakfpeare :    On  thefe  feveral 
charges,    they  are  in  the  judgment  of  this 
court,  who  will  determine,  which  of  the  par- 
ties have  made  the  moft  difcoveries  on  thofe 
fubjeds,  and  have  thereby  fliown  the  moft 
accurate   knowledge  ;    he,   whofe   days   and 
nights  have  been  occupied  about  Shakfpeare^ 
during  thirty  yeafS;  or  they,  who  read  Shafc- 
ipeare,  as  a  relaxation  of  life. 

In  their  turn,  the  believers  will  appeal  to 
the  equity  of  this  court,  both  as  to  his  maittr^ 
and  manner :  They  fubmit,  that  he  has  failed 
cgregfoufly  iii  btorh :    And  they  pray,  that  in 

con(]deratk)a 
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coofidferatioD  of  Im  M  pleaifingf  he  be  s^« 
jtli^d,  by  this  critical  court,  to  new  write  his 
Prolegomena  to  Sbak/peare^  to  correft  his  opi- 
nions, by  the  documents^  which  the  believers 
have  ptit  into  his  hands ;  and  to  adjuft  his 
daies^  by  the  records^  that  the  objeds  of  his 
profecution  have  quoted* 

On  the  whole ;  the  believers  flatter  them- 
felves  that,  in  making  their  Apology,  they  have 
done  an  ufeful  fervice  to  Shakfpcare,  and  to 
truth,  by  the  difcoveries,  which  they  have 
certainly  made,  and  the  corre(^ions,  that  muft 
neccflarily  enfue :  They  have  brought  docu- 
ments enow  into  court,  to  prove  incontroverti- 
bly,  that  notwithftanding  the  daily  afTertions 
of  Shakfpeare's  editors,  much  curious  matter 
has  been  found,  which  had  efcaped  their 
thirty  years  refearches.  The  believers  are  fo 
confident,  in  the  truth  of  this  pofition,  that 
they  will  humbly  pray  this  court,  for  an  in- 
jun<aion  of  filence  on  the  faid  editors,  that 
they  do  no  more  boaft,  in  their  daily  habits, 
of  their  own  fufficiency,  and  of  others  igno- 
rance ;  of  nothing  to  be  found,  about  Shak- 
fpcare, after  their  difcoveries  ;  on  fuch  pain,  as 
may  thereupon  enfue ;  of  the  contempt  of  the 
wife,  and  the  ridicule  of  the  flippant.    The 

R  r  believers 


befievers^  (inaily,  fubmit  their  Apology,  by  ac« 
eommodating  to  this  profecuiion  Othello'a 
tvelf-known  fp*6ch : 

tt  Let  hkn  do  his  fpiie  1 
,   **  Our  fcrviocs,  vfhich  we  have  hereby  done  toShakfpean 

<♦  Shall  out-tonge  hk  complaints.    *'ris  yet  to  know, 

«*  Which,  when  we  know  that  boafiing  is  an  honour, 

»*  Wc  (hall  promulgate." 


•fHE 
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THE    APPENDIX. 


Since  the  foregoing  (heets  were  printed  off, 
t  have  received  from  Edinburgh  the  fubjoined 
ordinances   of  King  James   and   his   council 
y4ne?2i  the  IngHfM  Commedians^  which  arc  fub- 
joined ;    as   they  are  curious  in  thcmfelves  i 
^nd  illuftrate  the  obfcure  hiftory  of  the  Scot- 
ti(h  ftage.     [See  before^  page  418.]     Arch- 
bifhop  Spottifwood  is  fo  accurate,  in  his  ac- 
count of  what  pafled,  in  confequence  of  the 
Jicenfc  given  to  the  Inglijhe  Commedians,  that 
We  may  fuppofc  he  had  fcen  the  two  follow- 
ing ordinances,  which  arc  now  publifhed  from 
the  A£ls  and  Decreets  of  the  Secrete  Council, 
No.  6.  fol.  1 55- 1 59»    My  adive,  and  intelli^ 
g(^nt,  correfpondcnt,  at  Edinburgh,  could  not 
difcover,  in  any  of  the  records  there,  the  Li-- 
€e7i/e  to  the  Inglijhe  Commedians,  which  would 
have  fhown  the  names  of  the  players,  and  the 
motives   of   their   appearance   at    that  city. 
There  is,  however,  enough  of  evidence  to 
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fatlsfy  accurate  ininds»  that  there  is  no  proba-» 
bility  in  the  furmife  of  Mr.  Malone»  **  that 
'*  King  Janets  fi>licited  Queen  Elizabeth,  in 
**  1 599,  to  fend  a  company  of  EngliOi  co- 
"  medians  to  Edinburgh."  [Shak.  vol.  L 
part  ii.  p.  39.] 


Okbikakcb  agatnfl  the  foure  Sessions  of  the 
Burgh  of  Edin^^. 

Apud  Haliruidhous  oS^vo  Novcmbris  Ixxxxix^*  [i599]« 

The  Kings  Majeftie  and  Lords  of  his  Secret  CcmohU 
Conftdering  the  laic  Contempt  and  kidignttie  done  to  bis 
hienes  be  the  fourc  SeiEones  of  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  in 
taidng  upon  thame  be  a  public  A&  to  contramand  the  war- 
rant and  liT>ertie  grantet  be  his  hienes  to  certain  Coounedians 
to  play  within'  die  (aid  Burgh  and  m  ordaining  thair  Minif* 
teres  publicklie  todifcharge  thair  fiokes  to  repair  to  the  faidis 
Coounedtes  They  having  nawayes  acqweinted  bis  Majefty 
of  before  with  ony  lawful  Caus  or  ground  moving  thame 
thereunto  Nor  no  uther  wayes  acknowledging  his  hienes 
as  they  Aucht  and  Sould  have  done  afoir  thay  had  £1  avow* 
cdlie  opponet  thamfelik  to  his  Majefties  warrant  and  direc* 
don  foreiaid  Therefore  his  Majedie  and  the  faidis  Lordis 
ordainis  an  Officer  of  Arms  to  pas  to  the  Mcrcate  Croce 
of  Edin^  and  thair  be  open  prodstmation  in  his  hienes 
name  and  authority  to  Command  and  Charge  the  hail  per* 
fones  of  the  fiiidis  fonre  Seffiones  Bccaus  they  are  an  mul- 
titude to  convene  thamefelfis  in  thair  accuftbmat  place  of 
convening  within  three  hours  next  after  the  (aid  Charge 
And  thair  be  ane  fpecial  A£l  to  cafs  annull  and  Di(charge 
the  udier  A6k  forefaid  And  with  that  to  gif  ane  fpecial 

ordinance 
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•nfinance  and  dimdion  to  tfaair  hail  Misiftres  thattbejp 
after  thair  Sermond  upon  the  next  Sonday  pablicidie  admo* 
ndhc  thair  awne  flockis  to  reverence  and  obay  bis  Majcftj 
and  todeclair  to  thame  that  thay  will  not  rcftreane  nor  cenAire 
my  of  thair  fiockes  that  iall  repair  to  tbo  faidisComediesand 
Playiscohfidering  his  Majeftie  is  not  of  purpofe  or  intention 
to  authorife  allow  or  command  ony  thing  quhilk  is  prophane 
or  may  carry  ony  ofeace  or  fclander  with  it.  And  to 
charge  thame  hereto  under  the  pain  of  rebellion  and  putting 
ef  thame  to  the  horne  And  to  cbaige  the  faidis  Minifters 
diat  thay  after  their  faids  Sermonds  conforme  thamefelfis 
to  the  dire£^ioa  and  ordinance  to  be  ict  doune  be  the  fiudis 
Seffiones  hereanent  under  the  faid  pane  of  rebellion  &c  and 
gif  ony  of  the  faidis  peribnes  difobays  to  denunce  the  dif- 
obeyanes  Rebellis  &c. 
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^pud  Haliruidho.us  deckxio  Noven\bris  hxxxi^.  [^599*] 

Forfameikle  as  the  Kings  Majeftie  having  granted  ati 
Warrant  &  Libertie  to  certain  Ingiifche  Commedians  to 
play  within  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  Zit  upone  fum  finif* 
ter  and  wrangous  Reporrt  made  to  the  foure  Seffions  of  the 
K4rk  of  Edinburgh  be  Certain  Malicious  and  Reftles  Bodyes 
wha  upon  fvery  licht  occdfioun  mifconftroweis  his  Majef- 
tys  hail  doinges  and  minfinterpreitis  his  heines  guid  inten«* 
tiones  quhatfumevir  The  faidis  foure  Seffiones  were 
movit  very  rafchlie  and  unadvifedly  to  contramand  be 
ane  publick  A(k  his  Majeftics  f:ud  Warrand  And  thair- 
withall  ordainit  thair  Minifters  to  publiihe  the  faid  Contra- 
mand and  to  threaten  the  Cenfure  of  the  Kirk  againes  the 
Contravenars  thereof  unacquainting  his  Majeftie  of  befoir 
with  ony  lauchful  Ground  or  Caus  moving  thame  thereto 
with  the  quhilk  thair  crrour  and  ovcrficht  they  being  now 

R  r  3  better 
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better  aihrifit  and  having  all  cMvenh  on  thm  mater  and 
willing  nawiie  to  be  contentious  with  his  Mayeftie^  hot  in 
all  retrerenoe  and  humilitie  to  obey  his  hienes  as  becumes 
gtade  and  obedient  fubjeftes  In  refyoSt  of  die  prutf  qohilk 
they  have  ever  had  of  his  Majeftie  diat  bis  hienes  has  nol 
coooiandit  nor  allowit  any  thing  canreyir^  with  it  ony  of- 
fence or  Sclander  lliey  after  i^  dew  acknovriedging  of 
their  former  errour  rafcfae  and  unadvifed  proceedinges  have 
now  be  another  A£t  caffed  anmiUit  and  difdiarged  dnir 
former  A&  foreiaid  And  hes  ordainit  die  feme  to  be  inef« 
fedual  hereafter  with  the  admonitiones  given  conforme 
thereto  be  die  Minifteres  to  their  flockis  in  manner  forefeid 
fe  tliat  now  not  only  may  the  feidis  Commedians  freely  enjoy 
the  benefite  of  his  Msyefttes  libertie  and  warrant  granted  tQ 
thame  Bot  all  his  Majefties  fubjefts  inhabitants  within  the 
fiid  Burgh  and  utheres  quhatfumever  may  freelie  at  diair 
awin  {defour  repair  to  the  feidis  Comedies  and  Playes  widi« 
out  ony  pane  ikaith  cenfuring  reproach  or  fdander  to  be 
incunit  be  thame  thairthrow  or  to  be  irTtcenfureit  or  fond 
feult  widi  be  die  Minifteres  Magiftrates  or  Seffionis  of  die 
iaid  Burgh  in  ony  wyfe  notwithftands*  the  firft  ASt  ferefeid 
and  admonition  given  conform  thairto  or  ony  others  the  like 
A£b  and  admonldones  to  be  maid  and  geven  her^fter  widh 
out  his  Majefties  confent  and  allowance  And  ordaines  Offici- 
ares  of  Arms  to  pafs  to  the  Markel  Croce  of  £din^  and  diaif 
be  open  proclamation  mak  puUicadon  hereof  Quhaiitfarow 
nane  pretend  ignorance  of  the  fame* 


Aberdeen,  13  May  1635, 
Licence  was  granted  to  George  Jamcfon^  painter,  to 
build,  make  policy,  and  plant,  in  and  about  that  plot  of 
ground,  called  thg  Play-f^IJ^  belonging  to  the  town,  where 
cwmdiis  were  xuonf  to  be  a£led  rfold^  near  the  well  of  Spaw, 
and  a  life  rent  leafe  thereof  was  given  him.  He  was  to  build 
and  plant  upon  it,  and  to  fortify  it  agfUnft  the  violence  of 

fpeats, 
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ipeats,  [floods]  all  on  his  own  charges,  and  at  his  death,  it  was 
to  belong  to  the  town.  [MS.  exUraAs  from  the  records  of 
the  city  of  Aberdeen.]  It  fcems  he  improved  it  to  excellent 
advuit^gff.  Jaxneion  bmlt  a  fummer.^ho|ife  gf  timber  in  his 
garden,  which  he  adorned  with  painting,  which  was  mucb.. 
admired  in  that  time*  But^of  this,  there  is  not  now  [1750J 
the  leaft  yeftige.  That  fpot  of  ground,  which  lies  low  to 
the  weft  of  the  \^ell  of  Spaw,  Woolman,  or  Woman  HiHs^ 
i$  now  a  bleaching-green.  Formerly  the  ftudents  at  die 
grammar-fchool  played  there  at  the  butts,  and  the  vi£h>r,got 
theiilyer  ariow^  wliich  was  kept  in  the  fchool.  [MSt.  Notes^} 


NML 

The  fubjoined  extrafti  frcnxi  Sir  Henry  Her- 
bert's office-tbookt  which  was  found  in  the  old 
cbeji,  at  Ribbesfbrd*  came  to  hand  after  the 
foregoiAg  ihects  were  printed ;  and  are  now 
added  a$  u&ful   notices,  ia   refpedt   to  hi& 

Ufe:— 

I  was  fwora  Kii^  James  his  fervant  bji:  S'  George  Reeve 
on  ordinary  Gentleman  of  his  Privy  Chamber.  2oth  March 
1621,  at  WhitehaH.*-^It  p]/eafed  the  King  att  my  Loid 
Chamberlanes  motion  to  fende  for  mee  mito  his  bedchamber 
by  James  Palmer  and  to  Sjiighte  mee  with  my  Lerde  Mar* 
quis  Hamilton's  fworde^  He  was  pleaied  likewife  to  be* 
ftowe  many  good  wordf  upon  mee  ^taJS^ceive  mee  as  M^ 
of  his  Revells,  att  Wiltoii>  thi«  7  of  Aug.,  1623.— I  fente 
the  certificate  ^ipy  Kiufefaood  ifttdeic  my  Lord  Chamber- 
lines  bande  to  the  Earle  Marfh^U  &  hereupon  he  certified  to 
the  Office  of  the  Harolds  &  twas  entered  in  their  booilce  tj«e 
14*^  Aug".  1623.  The  Harolds  had  no  fce^  but  the  Lor^ 
M^tMs  Secretary  io% 

J,r4  —N^ni. 
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. NMIL  — 

In  the  accounts  of  Heniy  the  7th  are  the 

fpUowing  items : — 

[1492]    7th  year— to  my  Lordc  of  Oxon 

pleyers  in  rewardc  20  j. 

[1494]    gth        -—to  the  Kings  Pleyers  for 

a  reward    1    -     -  5jj.  ^d. 

— rto  Walter  Alwyn  for  the 

Revells  3tC\enmcs  £.12    6  s,  SJ. 
—To  Walter  Alwyn  in 

-  full  payment  foirthe 
difguyfmg  made  at 
CKriftenmes  -     -    £*tJ^.  i^s*  4^. 

—to  the  Pleyers  of  Wym- 

bome  Mynyftre     r  AC  jr. 

[  H95]  *^  ~to  three  Pleyers  of  Wy- 

combe in  rewarde  131.  4/. 

-   —to  the  Frcnfhe  Pleyers 

in  rewardc       -      -  40/, 

t4  — tothePleyCTSwiAmamettB 

[puppets.] 
16  —to  the  Pleyers  at  Myle« 

Ende  -  -     -     -   \.  jx,  ^d, 

[1 502 J  17  —to  Jdin  Englifte,   the 

Pleyer    -     -     -    -  ioj. 

[1503]  18  —to  the  Pleyers  of  St.  Al- 

-  bones    -    -    -    -  josn 
—to  the  Pleyers  of  Effex 

in  rewarde      -       -     '       20s. 

In   the  accounts  of  Henry  the  8  th  are  the 
following  items : — 
[1513]  4  Nov'.  5  year— to  Willm  Wyn- 
ncft>crj  lordc  of  Myf- 

ftile 
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rule  opon    a  Warr. 

figned  for  his  buQrnes 

this  Criftemes  next  ^^.13.   y}/,  94. 
[1^14]  6  y.'.  I  Jany— Item    to   therle  of 

Wiltysfhir      Players 

that  {hulde  have  |day « 

ed  in  the  Kings  hall 

9ppon  Tburidaye  13X.  4^ 

—to  the  Kings  olde  Play- 
ers in  rewarde       -    ^.4. 
y  Jafiy— Item  to  the  Kings  Play- 
ers in  rewarde       -  6bs.SiL 
[1516]  8th  y  8  Mar— To  Mn  Corniflie 

of  the  Chapell  for  his 

rewarde  for    a   play 

which  was  plaid  upon 

Sberoftewifday      -    j[.6.  13 /•  4JI 

Mem:  John  Engliih,  the  player>  who  was  paid  tin 
ftillings  by  Henry  the  7th,  in  i502>  is  the  fame  comedian, 
who,  with  his  campanyonfj  accompanied  the  Lady  Margaret 
from  Windfor  to  Edinburgh,  in  1503$  znd  ^\zytA  moralities 
at  her  marriage  with  James,  the  fourth.  [See  before,  p.  4i6«} 
^nd,  it  is  curioys  to  ren^ark,  that  John  fngliib,  who  is  now 
introduced  to  the  lovers  of  the  drama,  is  the  earlieft  manager^ 
of  players,  who  has  hitherto  been  difcovered. 

Aberdene,  1503,  July  24* 
Ten  pounds  were  affigned  to  the  common  menjiralisj  to 
lurniih  them  to  the  pafiage  [for  their  jouraeyj  with  the  AU 
derman,  and  odier  honourable  neighbours,  to  i^<^feajl  of  the 
Kings  marriage^  at  command  of  his  highneft,  and  to  the 
pleafure  of  his  Majefiy.  [MS.  extrads  from  the  city-records 
fi  Aberdoon.'l 

N«  IV. 


* N*  IV.-— 

There  is  a  witchery  about  the  name  of 
Shakspeare,  which  gives  4a  inte'reft  to  eve- 
ry thing,  that  if,  in  any  manner,  conne<fled 
with  him.  We  naturally  wifli  to  know  the 
ft's^te  oi  the  town,  where  he  was  born,  in  1564, 
and  died,  in  1616,^  while  he  was  yet  little  de^ 
dined  into  the  vale  of  years.  In  1614,  much 
of  Stratford-upon-Avon  was  burnt.  The  fub- 
joined  letters  from  the  council-regifte'rs  wil^ 
fhow  the  caufe  of  that  calamity,  which  in- 
volved our  poctf  in  danger,  and  the  mea* 
litres,  that  were  taken  to  prevent  i;milar  mi£- 
fprtunes : 

A  Letter  from  the  Privy  Council  to  die  Baitli^  chief 
Alderman,  and  Town  Clerk,  for  the  time  beings  oC 
Stratford-upo-Avon ;  dated  the  |6th  March  16 18. 
Wee  fend  you  here  xnlofed  a  petition  ethibited  unto  us,, 
dn  the  behalf  of  that  Borough  of  Straford  upM  HaviHy 
wherein  is  hunJbly  reprefented  unto  us,  the  great  and  la- 
mentable lofs  happened  to  that  Town  by  cafuaky  of  Fircj^ 
which,  of  late  years,  hath  been  very  frequently  occafioncd 
by  means  of  thatched  Cottages,  Stacks  of  Straw,  f  urzes^ 
jmd  fuch  like  combuftible  ftufF,  which  are  Aiffeml  ^  be 
ere£ted  and  made  confufedly  in  moft  kA  the  principal  parts  of 
the  Town  without  reftraint.  And  which  being  ftiU  conti- 
nued cannot  but  prove  very  dangerous,  and  fiibjed  to  the 
Kke  inconveniences^ ;  '^xA  therefore  we  have  thought  meet 
for  the  better  fafety  and  fecuring  that  Town  from  future 
Danger,  hereby  to  authorise  aivl.  require  you  to  take  Order 

that 
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thae  from  hence  forward  there  be  not  any  houfe  or  Cottage^ 
that  Ihall  be  eraSled  by  any  Owner  of  Land  or  other  fu jFcrcd 
to  he  tbatched>  nor  any  Stacks  or  piles  of  Straw  or  Furzes, 
inade  in  any  part  of  that  Town  eicher  upon  the  Streets  or 
elfewhere  that  may  any  way  indanger  the  fiune  by  Fire  as 
formerljj  but  that  all  the  houfes  and  Cottages  to  be  hcre-r 
after  built  within  the  Town  be  covered  with  Tylcs  or  Slates, 
^nd  the  forefaid  Stacks  and  Piles  removed  to  fit  and  conve* 
nient  places  withot4t  the  Town.  And  for  ths  houfes  and 
Cottages  already  built  and  covered  with  Straw  there,  weo 
do  likewlfe  require  you  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  altered  and, 
feformed,  according  to  tbefc  dire(^ns  with  as  much  expe* 
dition  as  may  (Vand  with  convenience  and  as  the  iafety  and 
welfare  of  that  Town  may  any  way  re<iuijne.  Herein  Wee 
require  you  to  take  Order  accordingly,  in  cafe  of  any  oppo- 
iition  to  tbcie  our  diredions  whereby  the  perforn^anceof 
the  lame  may  be  interrupted  or  fiayed  to  make  Certificaxe 
linto  us  of  the  Names  of  fuch  as  iball  not  conform  thcmfelves 
^cordingly  that  fuch  further  Order  maybe  taken  therein  ai^ 
fliall  be  expedient    And  fo  ^. 

But,  thofe  falutaiy  orders  of  the  privy- 
council  were  not  altogether  obeyed.  And, 
George  Badger,  William  Shawe,  and  John 
Becfeley,  alias  Coxie,  inhabitants  of  that  bo- 
rough, were  brought  before  the  privy-coun- 
cil, on  an  accufation  of  difobedience  :  Yet, 
they  were  foon  difcharged ;  as  they  v^ere  not 
rigoroufly  profecuted  :  Thefe  fafts,  we  'piay 
learn  from  the  fubjoined  jL(?r/^r  of  i6e  Prhy* 
council  J  dated  the  26  th  of  November,  161 9  :— 

You  (hall  underftand  that  complaint  was  made  unto  us 
^y  a  petition  in  the  name  cf  the  Bailiff  and  SurgelTes  of  the 

Town 


£20  Jn   APOLOGY        (The  Appfeif^rx. 


Town  of  ^vnXhri-upon^Haven^  That  whereas  there  ^ 
an  Order  lately  made  at  this  Board  reftraining  Ac  ufe  of 
thatching  of  houfes  and  Cottages  in  that  Town,  to  prevent 
and  avoid  the  danger  and  great  lofs  by  Fire  that  of  late  time 
hath  often  happened  there  by  means  of  fucb  thatched  houfes 
to  the  otter  ruin  and  overthrow  of  many  the  Inhabitants. 
Thefe  three  parties  George  Badger  William  Shawe  and 
John  Beeflcy,  refufing  to  conform  themfelves  to  our  laid 
Order,  had  in  contempt  thereof  erefied  certain  thatched 
houfes  and  Cottages  to  the  ill  example  of  others  and  the  en* 
dangering  of  the  T6wn  by  the  like  cafualty  of  fire.  Where- 
upon  they  being  convened  before  us,  for  as  much  ai  they  do 
abfolutely  deny  that  they  have  ihewed  any  fuch  difobedicncc 
at  all  to  our  faid  Order,  nor  committed  any  manner  of  Ad 
contrary  thereunto  fince  the  publication  of  the  fame  in  that 
Town :  And  that  the  party  that  exhibited  the  Complaint 
againft  them  in  the  name  of  the  Town,  did  not  appe^  to 
make  good  his  information.  Wee  have  thought  good  to 
dtfmife  the  faid  Badger,  Shaw,  and  Beefley  for  the  prefent 
And  withal  to  pray  and  require  you  to  take  due  examinatioa 
of  the  forefaid  Complaint  which  you  fliall  receive  here  in- 
clofed  and  upon  full  information  of  the  Truth  thereof  to 
make  Certificate  unto  us,  of  what  you  find  therein,  that 
iuch  further  Order  may  be  taken  as  (hall  be  meet.  And 
fo  &c. 

During  the  age  of  Shakfpeare,  howcycr,  the 
other  towns  of  England  were  in  the  fame  ftate 
of  wretchednefs.  On  a  complaint  from  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge  "  that  much  cafualty 
«  hath  happened  by  fire,  in  that  town,  oc- 
**  cafioned  by  houfes,  and  cottages y  being 
"  thatched  with  reed^  and  Jiraw,*'  the  privy-r 

council. 
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council,  on  the  2d  of  June  1619,  i^^^d  an 
order,  "  that  no  houfcs,  cottages,  &c.  be  built 
"  without  the  builders  thereof  eng^gfe  to 
•*  cover  the  fame  with  flates,  or  tiles/'  [Coun- 
cil-reg'.]  Let  us  now  look  at  London :  In 
1567,  the  Royal  Exchange  was  firft  built. 
In  1571,  iVdpping  was  firft  begun  to  be  built 
on  \i%  feabank.  In  157 1,  about  which  time 
the  Curtain  theatre  was  erefted,  White-chapel 
vjd^sjirji  paved.  In  1590,  London  was  inha- 
bited by  about  160,000  people.  In  1603, 
London  and  Wefhninfter,  which  were  once 
a  mile  afunder,  were,  about  this  time,  gra- 
dur.Uy  joined  together,  by  buildings.  In  1 60  j» 
the  village,  called  St.  Gyles's  in  the  fields 
remained  ftill  unconnected  with  the  town^ 
and  was  now,  as  well  as  Drury-lane,  firft 
paved.  In  16 13,  Weft  Smithfield  was  firft 
paved.  In  16 1 8,  the  fuburb,  called  Lincoln's- 
inn-fields,  was  firft  adorned.  [Vid.  the  Chron. 
Index  to  Anderf.  Commerce.  Art.  London.] 


N'V. 

All  the  art,  and  induftry,  of  the  commen- 
tators have  been  ufed  to  free  Shakfpeare  frooi 
the  imputation  of  having  poifoned  the  hour  of 
confidence  andfefiivity^  by  writing  a  malignant 
2  epitaph 
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epitaph  on  John-a-Combe,   who  bequeathed 
our  post  a  legacy  of  five  pounds.     This,  wa^ 
John  Combe  of  Wclcoinbe,  in  die.  parifli  of* 
$tratford-upon-Haven,  who  made  his  will,  oA 
the  ^Sth  of  January   1612-^13,  which  was 
proved  November  10,   1615;  and  who  was 
buried  at  Stratford>  on  the  nth  of  July  1614^ 
at  the  premature  age  of  fifty-three.    His  eldeft 
fon,  and  heir,  was  William  Combe  of  WeU 
combe,  who  died>  at  the  fame  place,  January 
30,  1666-7,  aged  eighty:  His  fecond  ion  was 
Thomas  Combe^  to  whom  Shakfpearc  be- 
queathed iu  fword^  and  who  died  alfo  at 
jStratford>   in  July  1657^  ^S^^   fixty- eight* 
Shakfpeare,  we  may  recoUeft,  devifed  to  his 
daughter  Sufannah  all  his  hereditaments,  lying 
^  within  the  towns,  hamlets,  villages,  fields, 
**  and  grounds  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  Old 
^*  Stratford,  Bilhopton,  and  Welcombe."  [MaK 
Shak.  voL  i.  part  i^  pag.  121 :  Steevens's  Shak* 
179^,  vol.  i*  p.  22-97.]  Now;  weighing  all 
thofe  circumftances,  with  the  following  docu^ 
mcnts^  which  were  copied  from  the  council- 
regifters,  it  appears  to  me  more  than  probable, 
tliat  John  Combe,  attempting  to  inclofe.  and 
to  turn  to  pafture,  four  hundred  acres  of  land> 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor ^  thereby  made  him- 
ielf  odious  tQ  the  people  1  and  WaB^  th^tefbre, 
9  libelled^ 
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libelled,  in  various  verfes,  by  the  mhor  poets  of 
Stratford:  And,  William  Combe,  continuing 
his  father's  meafures,  was  oppofcd  by  the 
Bsttliffi;  ami  JBurgefles  of  Stratford  -  upoix  -^ 
Havo}^  who  obtained  the  fubjoined  interdi<% 
from  the  privy-council  :— 

A  Letter  from  the  Privy- council  to  the  Matter  of  the 
Rolls,  and  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Knight;  dated  the 
t4th  February  1618. 

By  the  inclofed  petition  you  fhall  perceive  the  complaint 
made  unto  us  on  the'behalf  of  the  Bailiffs  and  Burgefles  of 
Stratford  upon  Haven  in  the  County  of  Warwick  concern* 
ing  an  inclofure  of  400  Acres  of  Arable  land  intended  to  be 
turned  into  pafture  by  William  Combe  of  Welcombe  in  the 
faid  parifli  [of]  Stratforde  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Tithes  of 
Corn  and  Grain  employed  to  divers  charitable  ufes  the  par* 
ticulars  whereof  will  by  the  petition  appear  unto  you.— < 
Forafinuch  as  we  find  that  you  are  already  acquainted  with 
this  caufe,  and  that  at  the  Affizes  in  Lent  13'^  of  His  Ma- 
jefty  upon  a  petition  there  exhibited,  it  was  then  ordered 
that  no  fuch  Inclofure  fhould  be  made  there,  nor  any  decay 
of  Tillage  admitted  untill  good  caufe  fliould  be  (hewed 
to  the  Judges,  in  open  AfTizes  to  the  contrary.  And  that 
the  fame  Order  was  likewife  confirmed  by  the  Judges  there 
J  5^**  of  The  King.-* We  have  thought  meet  hereby  to  pray 
and  require  you  taking  to  your  affiftance  the  Juftices  of 
Aifize  of  the  County  of  Warwick,  if  you  (hall  fo  think 
fit,  to  call  as  well  the  faid  Combe,  as  the  petitioners  before 
you,,  and  upon  hearing  of  the  caufe,  to  order  fuch  a  courfc 
Ihenfein  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  as  (hall  be  agreeable 
to  juftice,  or  otherwife  to  certify  us  your  opinion  of  the 
fame,  that  fuch  further  Order  may  be  taken  as  ihaU  be  rxieet. 
And  fo  &c. 

A  L-J^x::^ 


ii4^  '^  Jn  APOLOGY        [The  Avvishix. 

A  Lcttfcr  from  the  Privy-council  to  William  Combe 
Efq'.  of  Welcombe,  in  the  County  of  Warwick, 
dated  the  12th  March  1618: — 
It  IS  riot  unknown  unto  yoii  what  courfc  fiath  been  held  . 
fiere  in  the  examination  of  the  eomptftinft  eiditbited  to  tbifc 
Board  againftyouyoittbebdotf  of  theB^iliffsarid^tiyc^flte 
the  Town  of  Stratford  uppn  Haven  concerning,tl^e  inclojpiiq; 
of  a  certain  quantky  of  Arabic  Lcand  converting  the  tamiie  into 
pafture,  and  other  proceedings  of  yours  therein,  to  the  great 
prejudice  both  of  the  Church  atad  the  ?oor  of  that  Town, 
in  taking  away  the  Tithes  of  Corn  and  Grain  employed  to 
divers  charitable  and  public  ufes  there.  '  And  forafinucE  as 
it  appeareth  that  there  have  been  certain  Orders  conceived 
and  fct  down  in  this  Cafe  b'y  the  Juftices  of  Aflize  of  that 
County  with  confent  of  all  parties  7>rohibiting  the  IhcToftre 
of  thefe  Lands,  converting  the  Arable  Ground  into  padure^ 
.aiid  ploughing  up  of  the'  green  Sward  of  the  Meeres  anJ 
JBanks :  It  is  held  meet  and  Juft,  that  thofe  Orders  be  con- 
firmed, and  that  whatfoever  hatn  been  fince  committed  or 
.done  contrary  to  the  fame  be  forthwith  reformed.     And 
therefore  we  do  hereby  ftraitly  charge  and  require  yokto  take 
.prefentOrder,  that  the  inclofures  contained  in  the  Certificate  of 
Sir  Richard  Verney  &c  and  which  have  been  made  contrary 
to  the  aforefeid  Orders  fet  down  in  open  Affizes  be  forth- 
with laid  open  as  formerly  they  were.     As  alfo  that  the 
Land  converted  into  pafture  be  again  made  Arable  for  Com 
amd  Grain  according  to  the  courfe  of  Huftandry  there.    And 
lafily  that  the  Meeres  and  Banks  \it  reftcred  and  made  per- 
feS.     Whereof  we  rcqjuire  you  to  have  that  due  care  as  is 
meet^  and  to  fee  thefe  direSions  folly  accompliflied  and  ob* 
ferved  until  fuch  time  as  the  Jjuftices  of  Affize  for that  County 
fhall  upon  judicial  hjearing  take  oth^r  Or(tet(  therein. -:- 
Whereof  you  may  not  fail  as  you  will  anfwer  Ac  contrary  at 
your  peril.     And  So  &c. 

^N-VL 


^VI.]  ytr/ibBBBIBVBRS.  ^ 

It  was  deemed  a  proper  attention  to  Mn 
Maionei  and  to  Mn  Waldron,  to  republilh^ 
in  this  Appendix,  their  retractions,  and  ejtpla*" 
nations,  as  far  as  they  have  appeared  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine:-^ 

IS*  ApriL 

Mr.  Urban^ 

in  my  late  inqairy  into  the  authenticity  of  die  pretended 
ShatrpeareMSS.  (p^SiS^n.  193),!  have  iaid  that  die  French 
bad  not  the  words  ^<  deranger  nor  derangement"  in  the  time 
of  Shokfpeare.  Bat  this  wa%a  miftake,  into  vMch  I  was  led 
by  looking  into  Cotgrave's  didionary  for  thofe  words  aii 
tbey  ar^  now  fpelt.  He  has,  I  find^  *<  ddfrange  and  defranger'* 
(which  was  the  fpelling  of  his  Uaie)^  but  not  defrangetnent. 
ThiS)  however^  does  not  at  all  aiFe£t  my  principal  argument 
in  that  place  $  for,  all  that  I  was  bound  to  fliew  was,  that 
hvi  had  not  the  Englifli  words  formed  from  them  till  above 
^  century  afterwards ;  and  this  I  have  (heWn.  [From  this 
eihbalraiTment,  Mr*  Malone  might  have  more  eafdy  extri* 
cated  himfelf,  by  looking  into  the  fnterpMer  of  Cowel,  who 
was  the  contemporary  of  Shakfpeare,  in  Vo.  Deraignj  or 
Denign. — **  Laftl^,  in  fome  places,  the  fubftantive  deraign-^ 
<^  meni  is  found  ufed  in  the  very  literal  figniiication  of  the 
^  French  dirayer^  or  dtfrongery  that  is,  turning  out  of 
**  cnrfe.y' 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  mention  this  flight  overfight,  per* 
knit  me  to  notice  two  errors  which  cfcapcd  me  when  I  was 
ioakihg  the  table  of  emta«  In  p.  93, 1.  uk.  of  text^  for  no- 
viciate read  novice)  and,  in  p.  254, 1.  15,  for  twenty  read 
twenty-fevcn*  £•  M. 

S  f  a5th 
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25th  ApriL 
One  word  more,-Mr.  Urbanj  whh  your  leave,  on  the 
Shakfpeare  forgery.  I  was  perfef^ly  aware  (as  I  have 
menttoned  in  my  book)  of  the  difficulty  of  eftabKfhing  a 
negative  proof;  and,  therefore,  was  not  furpriied  to  fini 
that  I  had  been  miftaken  in  the  objection  made  in  p.  104 
to  ^^  heaven!*  being  employed  in  one  of  theie  fpurious 
MSS.  a§  a  difTyllable.  I  now  recoUedl  that  it  is  fo  ufed  in 
Macbeth  :— 

**  .liefir  it  noty  Duncan !  for  it  is  a  knell* 
**  That  fummons  thee  to  heaven,  or  to  hell^" 
The  iniipidity,  however^  of  the  water-gruel  compofiticii 
ivhere  this  word  is  found,  remains  ftill  perfed  and  un^ 
rivalled* 

[A  thiriy^yiars^critlc  00  Shak^peare  might  have  knowni 
without  recoUedJioOy  that  our  maftar  generally  ufes  heaven^ 
as  a  momfyllahUi  and  but  fometimes  as  a  diJfyUahU^  Such  a 
c^tic  might  have  alfi>  known,  that  Spenfer,:  with  die  poedc 
licenfp,  ufes.  heavenx  both  as  a  monofyllabie,  and  as  a  diflylla* 
ble,  very  frequentjiy,  in  The  Hjiins.  rfTtme,: 

**  The  world's  late  wonder*  and  the  heatvens  new  joy. 
'«  Yet, 'ere  his  happy  foul  to  ^#Aw»  went.'* 
The  infipldity  of  water-gruel  is  nothing  to  the  perufal  of 
ihe  fcribble  of  a  qritic,  who  pretends  to  know  every  things 
without  knowing  any  thing  diftinftly.] 
P.  85.  1.  8,  for  Angliae,  r.  ^Anglis. 
P.  226.  1.  14,  dele  Henry;  for  I  find  he  was  chrificnei 
by  the  names  of  Henry  Frederick, 

E.M. 


•    20th  IfUj, 

By  an  error  of  the  prefe,  one  of  the  corrections  oi  the 

"  Vindication  of  Shakfpeare,"  which  1  (l-nt  you  laft  month, 

could  not  be  underftood.    The  reference  was  to  p.  229, 

where  Henry  Prince  of  Wales,  is  faid  to  have  had  but  one 

9  ChrifliiU 
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Cfkriftian  fiame;  whereas,  in  truth,  as  appears  from  a  paf- 
lage  in  Caniden*s  Remains,  4*  1605,  which  had  efcaped  mej  * 
he  was  baptised  by  the  names  of  Henry-FreJericki 

[Yet ;  even  with  the  help  of  Camden,  our  critic  docs  not  ' 
depart  from  his  groundlefs  pofition,  that  there  were  not,  in 
the  age  of  ShaWpeare,  any  inftances  of  tius  iiames  of  biap-^ 
tifm :    Nor,  does  he  recolle£t,  that  the  baptifm  of  Henry- 
Frederick  was  fet  forth  in  Birch's  Life  of  Henry^  Prince  of 

As  I  have  thus  once  more  had  occafion  to  fay  a  word  on 
this  fijibjeil,  and  I  am  deGrous  of  giving  as  little  trouble  as 
m.ay  be  to  whoever  may  anfvver  th6  *'  Vindication  "  (if  at 
the  end  of  eight  weeks  an  Anfwerer  (hall  come  into  the 
field),  I  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  more  corr«£lions. 

P.  96.  h  2,  Coripheaeus*  r.  Coryphaeus  5  p.  138.  I.  5, 
from  the  bottom,  for  Chinfe,  r.  Chinefe  ;  p.  189.  1,  2,  for 
have,  r.  haue  }  and  in  p*  190.  1*  ic,  the  fame  corredtion 
fiiould  be  made.  In  p.  193  1.  8  and  10,  the  word  *'  and  ** 
is  twice  printed  by  the  miftake  of  the  Compofltor,  inftead 
of  the  abbreviation  &.  P.  338,  n*  for  Anderfocn  alls  (the 
letters  hayebcen  mifplaced  at  the  prefs)  r.  Anderfon  calls. 

In  p.  79,  1  have  exprcffed  a  doubt  concerning  the  anti- 
cjuity  of  the  word  excellence,  as  applied  to  written  compa-< 
iitions,1>ut  lately  have  found  reafon  to  believe  that  this  word 
was  thus  ufcd  in  Shakfpeare's  time,  E.  M. 


Feb.  7. 
Mr.  Urban,   • 

Having  only  truth  in  view,  I  am  anxious  to  acknowledge 
the  fmalleft  error  I  may  have  fallen  into.  In  pp.  1 1, 12,  of 
**  Free  Reflections  on  Mifcellaneous  Papers  and  Legal  In^ 
««  ftrumentSi  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  William  Sbak- 
**  fpeare  ;"  I  have  faid  that  «  Whiaxzics,"  &c.  the  title  of 
a  book  printed  in  1631, "  is  the  earli^ft  ii.ftance  I  can  re- 
«  collect  of  any  word  like  VVhymfycalle."  Since  the  pub- 
lication 
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licadon  of  that  pamphlet,  I  have  obferved  that  Whimlejf 
occurs  6}  early  as  in  the  iirft  edition  of  ^  Ben  Johnlbn  h^ 
^^  Volpone,  or  the  Foxe*^'  4to,  1607*  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^  vrbidSi 
begins  thus : 

Mofca* 
*«  I  fe^re>  I  (hall  b6gin  to  |^row  in  love 
<*  With  my  'deare  felfe,  and  my  ttkoH  profp^roiis  parti i 
*<  They  do  fo  fpring,  and  burgeon ;  I  caj)  feele 
«*  A  wlumfey  V  my  blood." 
t  avail  myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  inform  die  feveral  per* 
ibhs  vrho  have  honoured  me  tvith  their  enquiries  that  did 
entire  MS.  of  **  The  Virgin  Queen,"  from  which  ibnM^ 
eactra£b  have  been  printed j  is  in  the  pofTeffion  of  your  con« 
ftant  readen  F«  G.  Waldraor 


/^    ^ 
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